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CHAPTER  XX. 

|  Vifitations : 

j     Stories  from  my  Pari/h  and  others ,  picked  up 
by  the  fVay-Jide. 

"  If  this  be  thy  manner  of  telling  a  ftory,  Sancho,"  (aid  Don  Quixote, 
"  repeating  erery  thing  thou  haft  to  fay,  thou  wilt  not  hare  done  thefe 
two  days.  Tell  it  conciiely,  and  like  a  man  of  fenfe,  or  elfe  (ay  no 
more."  "  I  tell  it  in  the  lame  manner  that  they  tell  all  dories  in  my 
country,**  anfwered  Sancho, "  and  I  cannot  tell  it  otherwife,  nor  ought 
your  worfhip  to  require  me  to  make  new  cuftoms."  "  Tell  it  then  at 
thou  wilt,*'  (aid  Don  Quixote,  "  face  it  is  the  will  of  fote  that  I  muft 
hear  thee :  go  on.** 

IISITATIONS  in  former  days- 
why  make  the  exception  ?— Vifita- 
tions even  to  the  prefent  day, 
efpecially  in  the  country,  are  dull 
ind  heavy  concerns.  I  am  by  no  means  fure 
hat  they  are  not  fometimes  dafhed  with  pro- 
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fanenefe  by  the  heterogeneous  mixture  of  what 
is  facred  and  of  what  is  not  fo.  To  fay  no- 
thing of  long  diftances  and  hurry, — which  the 
Turkifh  Proverb  fays,  comes  from  a  bad  place, 
— there  is  the  intermixture  of  holy  prayers, 
indifferent  fermons,  and  the  long  drawn  out 
charges  of  Archdeacons  and  Bifhops,  who 
rarely  fee  fome  of  the  Clergy  on  any  other 
occafion,  and  are  unknown  to  them  almoft  by 
face, — charges  in  which  the  lifteners  may  fome- 
times  be  literally  faid  to  be  charged)  containing 
little  more  than  may  be  picked  up  from  pub- 
lications of  the  day,  cut  up  polemically,  and 
into  theological  lengths. 

For  a  long  period  of  years  the  place  of 
Vifitation  for  the  Parifh  by  the  Sea-board 
and  the  Down  lay  at  a  great  diftance  from 
the  Church, — ten  or  eleven  miles, — and  at  a 
greater  diftance  ftill  from  many  other  Parifhes 
in  the  Archdeaconry.  There  the  clergy  had 
to  aflemble  by  eleven  o'clock — which  in  many 
cafes- they  could  not  do— and  the  confequence 
was  that  the  fervice  was  difturbed  and  con- 
fufed.  The  generality  of  the  Churchwardens, 
— with  fome  excellent  inftances  to  the  contrary, 
as  in  the  Old  Vicary's  Parifti — dropped  in 
and   out    indifcriminately, — and    at    length, 
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voting  it  a  bore,  retired  to  the  Red  Lion  to 
fmoke  a  pipe  and  talk  over  the  concerns  of 
the  laft  paft  or  the  next  coming  market,  till 
it  was  time  to  anfwer  to  their  names,  make 
their  depofitions,  and  deliver  in  the  copies  of 
the  Regifters.  This  done,  like  the  Clergy, 
they  retired  to  their  dinners, — to  them  the 
only  acceptable  part  of  the  whole  affair, 
becaufe  paid  for  out  of  the  Church-Rate. 
Thefe  over,  there  was  a  rufti  to  the  old  Inn 
yard,  which  for  noife  and  confufion  rivalled 
Ariftophanes'  defcription  of  the  dockyard  in 
the  Acharnians '.  Every  one  that  had  a  good 
horfe  left  it  there  in  fear  and  trembling  left  it 
fhould  be  kicked,  and  perhaps  rendered  ufelefs. 

It  was  upon  one  of  thefe  occafions  that 
the  following  dialogue  took  place  in  the 
Hoft's  private  room,  where  his  particular 
friends  were  admitted.  The  chief  fpeaker 
was  old  Stephen  Cartwright,  who  had  been 
groom  in  his  matter's  family  fome  thirty  years. 

"  I  cannot  fee,  Dalby,  what  is  the  good  of 
thefe  Vifitations.  Here  we  come,  once  a  year, 
and  all  is  hubbub  and  confufion, — bad  as 
Epfom   every   bit!    Mainly   thankful   am  I 
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every  time,  if  Trotting  Befs  gets  home  un- 
hurt. Vifitations  may  be  well  enough  for 
Parfons,  and  Churchwardens,  and  Bifhops, 
and  Archdeacons,  .(blefs  the  memory  of  old 
Owen  !,  he  was  a  good  man,  however !)  but 
they  don't  fuit  horfes  like  mine.  I  wonder  now 
the  Rail  is  fure  to  run  by  fome  town  or  another, 
theydon'ttake  advantage  of  it.  It'seafy  enough 
for  a  Bifhop  or  an  Archdeacon  to  charge  the 
Parfons  (fo  they  call  it)  a  few  times  oftener  V 
"Eafy  enough,"  replied  Ralph  Occam,  a 
neighbouring  groom,  "  and  I  wonder  fo  too, — 
but  fomehow  Parfons  is  always  flow — they 
ain't  horfe-flefh ! "  Upon  this,  he  took  up 
his  glafs  of  brandy  and  water,  and  tipped  it 
knowingly,  and  then  added,  "I  fufpedt  the 
old  ftory's  true,  the  Parfons  only  come  to 
vifitations  to  exchange  Sermons,  and  I  muft 
fay  they  always  ufe  my  matter  very  fcurvily, 
for  he's  fure  to  get  the  bad  ones 8 !" 

1  Query !  Did  he  mean  the  really  venerable  Archdeacon  Owen  ? 
If  (b,  Stephen  was  a  Shropshire  man. 

9  The  Old  Vicar  was,  for  many  years,  the  Rural  Dean  of  his 
Diftri& — as  long  indeed  as  he  could  hold  the  office  confcientioufly. 
This  point  he  prefled  continually  at  the  Ruri-Decanal  Meetings.  Being 
an  active  man  himfelf,  he  had  a  very  low  idea  of  inactivity  in  others. 
At  laft,  his  fuggeftions  have  been  brought  about,  and  the  Clergy  on  the 
line  are  cited  to  the  Cathedral.  The  firft  citation  dates  Tuefday, 
July  i9th,  1859. 

*  A  fimilar  ftory  is  given  in  George  Selwyn  and  his  Contemporaries, 
Vol.  iv.  245. 
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"No  time  for  old  ftories  to-day,  Ralph; 
but  I'll  juft  tell  you  what  I  heard  my  Matter 
fay  to  Charles  Pitchford  the  other  day.  c  It's 
time,  Charlie,'  (he  is  fuch  a  good  fellow  he 
always  calls  him  Charlie  !)  c  that  fome  change 
fhould  take  place,  inftead  of  their  talking 
about  the  difficulties  of  Deaneries,  Citations, 
and  I  don't  know  what.  If  my  Lord  Biihop 
wants  to  refign,— or  if  a  Diocefe  is  to  be  cut 
up  and  carved  into  a  different  fhape— or  if 
he  wants  a  new  palace,  whilft  his  Clergy  live 
in  old  tumble-down  Parfonages,  juft  kept  in 
tenantable  repair, — then  the  Law  is  no  diffi- 
culty,— that's  foon  got  over.  The  real  diffi- 
culty is  in  their  unwillingnefs  to  do  for  us, 
what  they  are  always  contriving  to  get  done 
for  themfelves.  They  knocked  down  Pecu- 
liars, like  ninepins,  only  to  ftick  them  up 
again;'  which  I  didn't  underftand  at  all. 
But  I  know  very  well  that  Mafter  meant  fome- 
thing,  for  he  always  fpeaks  point  blank  and  to 
the  purpofe.     There's  no  miftaking  him." 

The  words  were  hardly  fpoken  when  fbme- 
thing  between  a  man  and  a  boy — (Reader !  it 
was  veritably  an  old  Poft-boy,  with  fhort 
wrinkled  highly  polifhed  top  boots,  and  a 
white   fmock   on, — all  ready  underneath  for  ■ 
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the  next  turnl} — popped  his  head  into  the 
room,  and  faid,  cc  Stephen,  Mailer's  horfe 
and  trap," — and  thus  the  dialogue  ended. 
No  matter  how  I  came  to  know  it,  but  I 
thought,  there  was  a  great  deal  of  truth  in  it, 
and  I  have  often  repeated  it,  and  I  think  by 
and  by,  the  preflure  from  without  will  be  a 
benefit  to  outlying  diftant  Clergy,  who  have 
neither  horfes,  nor  vehicle,  nor  Bifhop's  coach 
at  command.  The  fame  charge  delivered 
half  a  dozen  times  where  the  Rail  touches 
would  fave  a  great  amount  of  inconvenience. 
There  need  be  no  fear  about  the  extra  trouble 
of  officials.  They  will  take  care  they  are 
well  paid,  as  it  is  very  proper  they  fhould  be, 
for  to  them  time  is  money.  But  the  move 
cannot  come  from  officials, — it  muft  proceed 
from  higher  powers.     As  Colin  Clout  fays, 

"  But  they  are  lothe  to  mel, 
And  lothe  to  hang  the  bel 
About  the  cattes  necke, 
For  dred  to  have  a  checke." 

Such  a  check  I  once  faw  given  to  an  excellent 
official  in  the  coarfeft  and  the  rudeft  way,  and 
it  grieved  me  more  than  I  can  exprefs  in  words. 
The  refult  was  a  ftand-ftill  and  no  progrefs 
whatever. 

It  was  on  his   return   from  one  of  thefe 
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diftant  vifitations,  where  the  old  Vicary  had, 
much  againft  his  will,  to  preach  the  Sermon, 
that  he  remarked  to  his  friend, <c  I  fear  Sterne's 
chara&er  is  not  eafily  to  be  defended,  and  the 
Life  and  Opinions  of  Triftram  Shandy,  Gent., 
are  not  models,  however  witty  the  work ;  but 
there  is  one  chapter  there  that  will  run  in  my 
head  as  often  as  a  Vifitation  comes  round — 
for  Court  Sermons  and  Vifitation  Sermons 
are  not  always  from  the  heart."  <c  If  there  is 
a  clever  or  a  witty  paflage  in  a  Book,"  replied 
Charlie,  "  you  are  fure  to  know  it ;  but  for 
once  in  my  life  I  think  I  know  what  you 
allude  to.  It  is  Yorick's  Sermon.  In  his 
publifhed  ones,  as  fomebody  faid,  one  never 
knows  whether  he  is  going  to  throw  out  a 
moral  or  religious  axiom,  or  whether  he  is 
going  to  throw  his  wig  at  you ; — but  in  the 
paflage  you  allude  to  there  is  great  depth  of 
truth  and  fentiment.  I  wifli  you  would  read 
the  chapter  after  our  late  tea — for  late  it  will 
be,  and  thefe  Vifitations  may  be  fo  called  in 
more  fenfes  than  one."  At  home  they  got  at 
laft, — as  Hawes  has  it, 

"  Although  the  day  be  never  fo  long 
At  laft  the  belief  ringeth  to  evenibng," 

and  tea  was   over   too — and   then   the   Old 
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Vicar  took  down  the  firft  Volume  of  Sterne, 
and  read — omitting  a  fentence  or  two — the 
Sixty-firft  Chapter  of  Triftram  Shandy. 

"  See  if  he  is  not  cutting  it  into  flips,  and 
giving  them  about  him  to  light  their  pipes ! — 
'tis  abominable,  anfwered  Didius : — it  fhould 
not  go  unnoticed. 

"  Methinks,  faid  Didius,  half  rifing  from 
his  chair,  in  order  to  remove  a  bottle  and  a 
tall  decanter,  which  ftood  in  a  diredfc  line  be- 
tween him  and  Yorick — you  might  have  fpared 
this  farcaftic  ftroke,  and  have  hit  upon  a  more 
proper  place,  Mr.  Yorick — or  at  leaft  upon  a 
more  proper  occafion  to  have  fhown  your 
contempt  of  what  we  have  been  about :  If  the 
fermon  is  of  no  better  worth  than  to  light 
pipes  with — 'twas,  certainly,  Sir,  not  good 
enough  to  be  preached  before  fo  learned  a 
body ;  and  if  'twas  good  enough  to  be 
preached  before  fo  learned  a  body  —  'twas 
certainly,  Sir,  too  good  to  light  their  pipes 
with  afterwards. 

"  I  have  got  him  faft  hung  up,  quoth  Didius 
to  himfelf,  upon  one  of  the  two  horns  of  my 
dilemma, — let  him  get  off  as  he  can. 

"  I  have  undergone  fuch  unfpeakable  tor- 
ments in  bringing  forth  this  Sermon,  quoth 
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Yorick  upon  this  occafion — that  I  declare, 
Didius,  I  would  fuffer  martyrdom, — and  if  it 
were  poflible,  my  horfe  with  me,  a  thoufand 
times  over,  before  I  would  fit  down  and  make 
fuch  another :  I  was  delivered  of  it  at  the 
wrong  end  of  me,  it  came  from  my  head 
inftead  of  my  heart — and  it  is  for  the  pain  it 
gave  me,  both  in  the  writing  and  preaching  of 
it,  that  I  revenge  myfelf  of  it  in  this  manner. 
To  preach,  and  fhow  the  extent  of  our  reading, 
or  fubtleties  of  our  wit, — to  parade  in  the 
eyes  of  the  vulgar  with  the  beggarly  accounts 
of  a  little  learning,  tinfel'd  over  with  a  few 
words  that  glitter,  but  convey  little  light  and 
lefe  warmth — is  a  difhoneft  ufe  of  the  poor 
fingle  half-hour  in  a  week,  which  is  put  into 
our  hands.  'Tis  not  preaching  the  Gofpel, 
but  ourfelves.  For  my  own  part,  continued 
Yorick,  I  had  rather  diredt  five  words  point 
blank  to  the  heart ! " 

The  old  man  clofed  the  Book  with  a  flap, 
faying,  O  fi  Jic  omnia  I  To  which  Charlie 
replied,  —  he  always  fluttered  a  little  and 
fpoke  quick  when  excited  and  under  emotion, — 
"  T*  John, — half  our  preachers  are  but  adfcors, 
and  very  bad  ones.  We  muft  live,  as  well  as 
preach  Sermons,  and  our  own  profiting  muft 
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be  known  unto,  if  it  be  not  followed  ly,  all 
men.  I  often  !  think  of  that  paflage  from 
Donne's  Sermons,  which  you  copied  out  for 
old  Edward  Hailfham,  who  had  faid  almoft  the 
fame  thing  to  you  in  his  own  peculiar  dry  way." 

And  thus  our  converfation  ended,  and  the 
prayer  prayed,  we  betook  ourfelves  to  bed 
and  fleep,  right  well  tired  with  air  and  exercife, 
and  pleafant  greetings,  and  the  olla  podrida  of 
a  Vifitation.  Thinking,  however,  that  others 
may  like  to  read  the  paflage  from  Donne, 
which  I  gave  to  good  old  Edward  Hailfham, 
I  venture  to  tranfcribe  it  here. 

"  He  that  fays  well,  prefents  a  good  text, 
but  he  that  lives  well  prefents  a  good  com- 
ment on  that  text.  The  beft  argument  we 
can  prove  our  Sermon  by  is  our  own  life. 
The  whole  week's  converfation  is  a  good 
paraphrafe  upon  the  Sunday's  Sermon.  It  is 
too  foon  to  afk  when  the  clock  ftruck  eleven : 
Is  it  a .  good  Preacher  ?  for  I  have  but  half 

1  This  paflage  from  Cyprian  is  worth  giving  in  a  note.  "  Chriiti 
nomen  induerc,  ct  non  per  Chrifti  viam  pergere  quid  aliud  quam 
pracvaricatio  eft  Divini  Nominis,  quam  defertio  Itineris  Salutaris,  quando 
ipfe  doceat  et  dicat,  cum  ad  vitam  venire,  qui  mandata  fervaverit,  et 
eum  effe  fapientem,  qui  verba  ejus  audierit  et  fecerit,  do&orem  quoque 
cum  maximum  in  regno  ccelorum  vocari,  qui  fecerit  et  fie  docuerit : 
tunc  praedicanti  proraturum,  quod  bene  atque  utiliter  pnedicatum  fucrit, 
fi  id,  quod  ore  promitur,  h€&%  iequentibus,  impleatur.**  De  Zelo  et 
Livorc,  c.  xii. 
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his  Sermon  then,  ljis  own  life  is  the  other  half; 
and  it  is  time  enough  to  aflc  the  Saturday 
after,  whether  the  Sunday's  Preacher  preach 
well  or  no,  for  he  preaches  poorly  that  makes 
an  end  of  his  Sermon  upon  Sundays.  He 
preaches  on  all  the  week,  if  he  live  well  to  the 
edifying  of  others.  If  we  fay  well,  and  do  ill, 
we  are  fo  far  from  the  example  of  God's 
children,  which  built  with  one  hand  and  fought 
with  the  other,  as  that,  if  we  do  build  with 
one  hand  in  our  preaching,  we  pull  down  with 
the  other  in  our  example,  and  not  only  our 
own,  but  other  men's  buildings  too :  for  the 
ill  life  of  particular  men  reflects  upon  the 
funftion  and  miniftry  in  general." 

It  may  be  noted  here  that  the  Old  Vicary 
always  exprefled  himfelf  as  diflatiffied  with 
Hallam's  opinion  of  Donne's  Sermons; 
Browne  was  more  juft. 

"  Twas  then  plain  Donne  in  honeft  vengeance  rofe, 
Hit  wit  harmonious,  though  his  rhyme  was  profe  : 
He  *midft  an  age  of  puns  and  pedants  wrote 
With  genuine  ftrength,  and  Roman  ftrength  of  thought.1* 

The  Old  Vicary  had  a  great  horror  of 
begging  as  a  profeffion,  and  though  he  coun- 
tenanced many  an  old  gaberlunzie  man,  con- 
trary to  his  profefled  principles,  yet  was  he 
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refolute  on  the  whole  in  refitting  tramps, — for 
which  they  chalked  his  door  well  with  their 
private  marks,  according  to  their  cuftom. 

He  ufed  to  tell  how  a  dear  old  Friend  of 
his  was  infinitely  amufed  with  a  ftiarp  lad  he 
met  not  far  from  Bifhop's  Caftle,  many  years 
ago.  He  and  a  brother  fportfman  were  re- 
turning from  a  fifliing  or  (hooting  expedition, 
I  forget  which,  when,  at  the  bottom  of  a  fteep 
hill,  they  overtook  a  fharp-looking  lad,  with 
a  fhort  bit  of  a  pipe  in  his  mouth.  He  at 
once  flipped  the  cutty  pipe  into  a  fide  pocket, 
(thinking  they  had  not  obferved  it,)  and 
began  to  beg.  The  hill,  as  I  faid,  was  a  fteep 
one,  and  gave  time  for  a  converfation  fome- 
thing  of  this  fort.  "  A  bad  trade  yours,  my 
boy,  I  fhould  think."  "Very  bad,  Sir, 
fpecially  in  bad  weather,  ibmetimes  we're  half 
clemmed"  a  provincialifm  for  ftarved.  Now 
the  Vicar's  old  Friend,  who  had  fed  on  foupe 
maigre  and  chickens'  claws  for  a  month  in  a 
French  prifon  during  the  war  with  old  Bony, 
faw  no  figns  of  ftarvation  on  the  lad's 
face,  and  he  obferved  moreover  a  fly  twinkle 
in  his  eye,  and  that  he  purfed  up  his 
mouth  in  a  way  that  was  any  thing  but 
melancholious.     So  he  thought  he  fhould  like 
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to  get  out  of  him  what  his  average  earnings 
as  a  tramp  might  be,  and  being  a  perfon 
of  great  fhrewdnefs  and  good-nature  com- 
bined, he  felt  his  way  by  faying,  "Tobacco 
muft  coft  fomething, — and  the  (hotter  the 
pipe  the  quicker  the  draught."  The  lad  pre- 
tended not  to  underftand,  on  which,  obferving 
the  fide  pocket  {mouldering,  he  added,  "  and 
clothes  too,  if  you  can  afford  to  let  them  burn 
in  that  way."  As  quick  as  thought  the  lad 
prefled  his  hand  to  his  fide,  and  put  out  the 
ihufF  in  hafte,  faying,  "Thankee,  Sir!" 
"  Come,  come,  my  boy,  things  are  not  fo  bad 
with  you  as  you  would  make  out,  and  you 
might  be  better  employed  than  as  a  ready- 
money  cuftomer  on  the  road, — but  I  don't 
want  to  be  hard  with  you,  and  as  I  have  done 
you  a  good  turn  you  may  do  me  one.  If 
you'll  tell  us  what  you  contrive  to  make  in  a 
week,  here's  a  fhilling  for  you."  At  firft 
there  was  a  flight  hefitation, — there's  honour 
among  thieves,  and  he  didn't  like  to  peach, — 
that  was  the  term  he  ufed.  At  laft  he  replied, 
in  his  iharp  natural  way, "  I  fees  you're  gentle- 
men, and  wouldn't  take  any  advantage  of  a 
poor  cove, — fo  I'll  juft  tell  you  how  it  is. 
Times  is,  as  I  faid,  fometimes  very  bad,  but  I 
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alius  considers  the  day  as  no  go,  on  which  I  do 
not  contrive,  one  way  or  another,  to  pick  up 
half-a-crown  or  fo.  And  then  I  ain't  alius  an 
aiker,  .(as  fome  of  our  people  call  themfelves,) 
but  when  haying  is  going  on,  I  can  lend  a 
hand,— or  indeed  at  mod  other  forts  a  work/' 
"  Thank  you,  my  boy,  for  your  information, 
and  here's  the  (hilling  I  promifed  you.  I 
ihall  turn  it  to  account  as  a  Magiftrate,  and  I 
recommend  you  by  all  means  to  take  to  a 
more  regular  and  refpeAable  way  of  living." 
The  boy's  look  almoft  faid, 

"There's  famething  in  me  that  reproved  my  fault  ;** 

but,  the  chances  are,  he  held  to  his  own  way  of 
living,  for  when  the  Vicar's  Friend  and  his 
companion  turned  round  to  look  at  him,  he 
was  fmoking  his  ftiort  pipe  with  an  earneftnefs 
which  would  have  fupplied  an  illuftration  for 
Knickerbocker's  Account  of  New  York.  Cer- 
tainly he  was  in  no  plight  to  fay,  with  Paroles, 
"lama  man,  fir,  muddied  in  fortune's  moat, 
and  fmell  fomewhat  ftrong  of  her  ftrong  dif- 
pleafure."  Fortune  had  not  cruelly  fcratched 
him! 

No  doubt  there  are  plenty  of  tramps  who 
are  very  badly  off  and  fuffer  much, — but 
begging  as  a  trade,  the  old  Vicar  faid,  was 
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derogatory  to  all  good  principle,  and  led  to 
deceit,  and  lying,  and  evil  practices  of  all 
forts.  Numbers  of  ftories  he  had  picked  up 
on  this  fubjedt  by  the  wayfide,  and  once,  he 
faid,  (will  you  believe  it  ?)  an  impudent  Scotch 
beggar  anfwered  me  almoft  in  a  paraphrafe  of 
Burns'  Death  and  Dr.  Hornbook. 

"  Folk  maun  do  fomething  for  their  bread. 
And  fat  maun  death/* 

And  upon  another  occafion,  when  I  thought 
it  neceflary  to  addrefs  a  regular  old  cam- 
paigner, who  haunted  the  Parifh,  in  fomewhat 
feverer  words, — "Tramp,  indeed,  Tramp  do 
you  call  me  ?  What  would  you  have  a  body 
do,  would  you  have  a  body  fly  ?" — and  off  fhe 
buttled, 

"With  fuch  hafte,  as  new 
Shorn  meadows,  when  approaching  Aonns  are  nigh, 
Tir*d  labourers  huddle  up." 

In  the  long  run,  to  pafs  from  ftories  of 
Tramp  life,  nothing  does  more  harm  in  a  Parifh 
than  indifcreet  largefs.  It  puts  temptation 
into  the  way  of  poor  people.  Many  of  them, 
it  is  true,  require  no  temptation,  and  hove 
their  price,  and  will  fell  themfelves  to  the 
higheft  bidder.  Others  there  are,  however, 
whofe  "  poverty,  rather  than  their  will,  con- 
fents"  to  be  bought  over,  and  thefe  are  a 
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people  to  be  pitied, — to  be  dealt  with  tenderly, 
— and  to  be  handled  with  refpeft. 

It  is  a  painful  page  in  the  American  Miflion- 
ary's  very  interefting  work,  the  Land  and  the 
Boole,  which  contains  the  following.  "  As  to 
the  multitude  they  fought  Jefus,  not  becaufe 
they  faw  the  miracles,  and  were  convinced, 
but  becaufe  they  ate  and  were  filled.  And  fo 
it  always  has  been,  and  is  now  in  this  fame 
country.  In  this  matter  our  Miflionary  ex- 
perience is  moft  painful,  and  I  hope  Jomewhat 
peculiar.  It  would  not  be  charitable, — 
poflibly  not  juft, — to  fay  to  every  applicant, 
You  feek  us,  not  becaufe  you  have  examined 
our  doftrines,  and  believe  them,  but  for  the 
loaves  and  fifties  of  fome  worldly  advantage 
which  you  hope  to  obtain :  and  yet  it  is  diffi- 
cult for  me  at  this  moment  to  recall  a  fingle 
inftance  in  which  this  was  not  the  fir  ft  moving 
motive.  Nor  does  this  apply  to  converts  to 
Proteftantifm  merely,  but  to  all  fe<fts,  and  to 
all  religious  changes  among  the  people. 
Religion  is,  in  fadt,  a  {pedes  of  property, 
valued  not  for  its  truth,  but  for  its  available 
price  in  the  market." 

"  But  I  may  illuftrate  what  I  mean,"  faid  the 
old  Vicary  to  me  one  day,  "  in  two  inftances 
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which  juft  occur  to  me, — traits  of  character 
picked  up  alfo  by  the  Wayfide, — fome  of 

4  The  Ample  annals  of  my  Pariih  poor;* 

though,  perhaps,  in  the  former  inftance,  the 
word  fimple  may  be  mifapplied,  for  there  was 
little  fimplicity,  and  no  integrity  in  the  man 
or  woman's  cafe.     All  was  duplicity. 

cc  Googy  Rentfail,  (fo  we  will  call  him,)  was 
by  no  means  an  unintelligent  perfon,  and  in 
better  hands  might  have  done  better.  But 
his  wife  was  a  coarfe,  thick-fet,  ill-conditioned 
woman,  who  thought  nothing  of  locking  up 
her  children  o'nights,  and  going  the  round, 
and  holding  the  roufe  with  fingers,  and 
waflailers,  and  minftrels, — the  name  even 
yet  had  not  died  out  by  the  Sea-board  and 
the  Down,  and  I  have  often  told  you  that 
the  learned  Selden's  name  ftill  appears  in 
our  Regifter  as  the  cfon  of  the  minftrell.' 
— This  woman  was  always  on  the  look  out 
for  what  ftie  could  get,  and  was  by  no  means 
particular  as  to  the  means.  To  make 
matters  worfe,  (he  put  on  the  mafk  and  vizor 
of  religion,  and  although,  when  occafion 
ferved,  the  noifieft  and  moft  violent  of  finners, 
yet  would  (he  abfent  herfelf  from  the  Houfe 
of  Prayer,  as  not  fufficiently  inftruftive  or 
c  2 
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evangelical.  But,  did  there  come  a  Mormon- 
ite  or  a  Plymouth  Brother,  or  any  other  wild 
fe&arian  in  her  way,  with  money  at  command, — 
never  fo  good  a  man  as  he  was  feen  before ! 
fo  unftuous,  fo  perfuafive ! — arid  then,  all  at 
once  ftie  became  a  Saint,  and  looked  upon  her 
neighbours  as  dark,  dark.  Such,  you  know, 
is  the  cant  phrafe  with  that  would-be  religious 
ariftocracy  who  call  themfelves  The  Elect. 
Often  as  I  noted  the  poor  man,  I  thought  he 
would  willingly  have  ufed  Shirley's  words, 

'  I  would  there  were  a  parfon  to  unmany  us ! 
If  any  of  our  clergy  had  that  faculty, 
He  might  repair  the  old,  and  build  as  many 
New  abbeys  through  the  kingdom  in  a  twelvemonth  !* 

fo  miferable  and  hen-pecked  did  he  look. 
However,  fhe  brought  him  to  be  of  the  fame 
mind  as  herfelf,  and  with  the  moft  ill-regulated 
of  houfeholds, — fcarce  a  child  but  had  been 
difmifled  from  the  fchool,  aftfer  conftant  fiif- 
penfion,  for  conftant  ill-conduft  abetted  by 
the  parents, — the  two  contrived  to  hold  a  very 
refpe&able  fituation  in  their  own  eyes,  and  to 
be  thoroughly  defpifed  by  the  better  fort  of 
pepple  around  them.  The  man,  certainly, 
was  to  be  pitied,  neither  do  I  think  he  was 
really  a  hypocrite, — but  as  to  the  woman, 
there  was  no  doubt  at  all.     They  were  to  be 
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bought  or  fold  as  fheep  at  the  adjoining  mar- 
ket,— infomuch  fo  that  a  neighbour  fhrewdly 
obferved,  €  When  people  play  faft  and  loofe 
as  they  do,  zxAJeem  to  have  fo  much  religion, 
and  fo  many  religions,  one  cannot  help  fearing 
they  have  got  none  at  all/  " 

This  was  one  inftance  in  which  indifcriminate 
giving,  bribery,  and  largefs,  produced  fruit  of 
the  very  worft  kind,  and  it  is  a  very  painful 
and  melancholy  thing  to  aflert,  that  many 
talking  and  profeffing  people  of  this  fort 
dwindle  into  the  moft  degraded  Parifhioners ; — 
as  Hudibras  implied,  into  reprobates.     Thefe, 

"  From  the  moft  refined  of  faints 
As  naturally  grow  mifcreants, 
'  As  barnacles  turn  Soland  Geefc, 
In  th*  iflands  of  the  Orcades." 

As   he  puts  it  in  another  place, 

"  Hypocrify  and  nonfcnfe, 
Get  the  advowfon  of  their  confcience.'* 

The  other  inftance  adverted  to  was  of  a 
very  different  kind,  and  the  old  Vicary  had 
always  a  great  feeling  for  the  parties,  who  had 
themfelves  found  out  their  error.  I  often 
think,  he  would  fay,  when  the  winds  piped 
loud,  and  the  fea  raked,  of  thofe  lines  of 
Bowles  in  his  Tale  of  the  Cornifti  Maid. 
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"  Her  huiband  was  a  fifher, — one  whofe  life 
Is  fraught  with  terror  to  an  anxious  wife : 
Night  after  night  expofed  upon  the  main, 
Returning,  tired  with  toil,  or  drench*d  with  rain } 
His  gains  uncertain  as  his  life,  he  knows 
No  flated  hours  of  labour  and  repofe. 
When  others  to  a  cheerful  home  retire. 
And  his  wife  fits  before  the  evening  fire, 
He,  rocking  in  the  dark  tempclhious  night, 
Haply,  is  thinking  of  that  focial  light.** 

But  to  proceed  with  the  other  inftance 
adverted  to.  Edwin  and  Charlotte  Tole  had 
a  large  family,  and  fhe  had  enough  to  do  to 
look  after  them,  and  oftenwhiles  in  lending  a 
hand  in  cutting  corks  for  the  nets,  and  helping 
mend.  Edwin  himfelf  was  a  fifherman  of 
fome  ftanding,  and  had  a  fhare  in  the  boat's 
nets,  but  not  in  the  boat.  But  times  had 
been  bad, — three  unfucceflftd  mackerel  feafons, 
and  not  much  done  at  the  fall  in  the  herring 
fifhery, — and  the  threadman  made  his  periodi- 
cal round  and  could  get  no  money.  But  it 
was  now  early  days  in  the  year,  and  the  poor 
fellow  began  to  hope,  for  it  was  reported  that 
the  mackerel  fhoals  were  rifing  clofe  at  hand. 
So  off  they  got  the  boat,  (it  was  now  what  was 
technically  called  the  darks,  that  is  to  fay,  there 
was  no  moon  to  hurt,)  though  the  weather 
was  fqually,  and,  off  and  on,  the  wind  founded 
like  the  tearing  of  calico.    But,  like  Kingfley's 
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Three  Fifliers,  our  poor  fellows,  when  the  time 
comes,  muft  meet  the  dangers  of  the  deep. 

"  For  men  muft  work,  and  women  muft  weep, 
And  there's  little  to  earn,  and  many  to  keep, 
Though  the  harbour  bar  be  moaning.** 

And  fure  enough  they  had  a  dreadful  night  of 
it, — for  the  ftorm  was  fuch  they  had,  inftead 
of  fhooting  their  nets,  to  run  out  to  fea  for 
lafety,  for  of  landing  there  was  no  chance, 
neither  did  it  moderate  much  by  daylight. 
Under  thefe  circumftances,  they  thought  they 
had  better  try  to  run  in  with  the  current  and 
tide  to  help  them.  They  had  been  feen  in 
the  offing,  and  their  intention  was  readily 
guefled.  "  I  was  on  the  fhore,"  faid  the  old 
Vicary,  "  for  they  had  informed  me  early 
they  were  fure  it  was  Tole's  boat, — fo  called 
becaufe  although  he  had  no  ihare  in  it,  being 
an  excellent  failor,  he  was  Captain  of  the  crew. 
At  laft,  #  in  they  came  with  a  tremendous 
wave,  the  fteerfman  trying  to  avoid  the  groin. 
Unhappily  he  juft  miffed  doing  fo,  and 
although  the  boat  itfelf  was  injured  very  little, 
one  of  the  poor  fellows  was  thrown  out  of  it 
dire&ly  acrofs  the  timbers.  It  was  poor 
Tole!  No  limbs  were  broken,  but  by  the 
blood  that  flowed  from  his  mouth  it  was  clear 
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there  was  fome  internal  injury.  At  once  we 
got  him  home  (he  lived  no  great  way  off)  and 
prefently  the  Parifh  Surgeon  was  by  his  fide. 
He  could  pronounce  nothing  at  the  time  as  to 
the  extent  of  the  injury, — but  he  feared  he 
was  dangeroufly  hurt, — and  fo  it  proved,  for 
although  he  eventually  recovered,  he  was 
more  than  nine  months  proftrated.  All  this 
time 

'  Nature  and  ficknefs 
Debate  it  at  their  leifure.* 

Being  a  refpeftable  man,  he  not  only  com- 
manded common  attention,  but  received  very 
great  kindnefs  on  all  fides.  It  fo  happened, 
however,  that  about  this  time  there  was  a  mad 
fort  of  aperfon  in  the  neighbourhood,  poflefled 
of  money, — a  holder-forth  to  boot,  though 
fomewhat  eafy  as  to  his  moral  notions,  and  as 
fuch  people  not  unufually  are,  good-natured, — 
if  not  really  fo,  at  leaft  affededly.  It  was 
under  fuch  a  preflure  of  circumftances  that  he 
managed  to  get  an  entry  into  the  houfe,  and 
poor  Charlotte  in  her  great  trouble,  and  during 
the  long  months  when  her  own  and  her 
children's  bread  was  fcant,  became  a  recipient 
of  his  proffered  afliftance.  There  could  be  no 
harm  in  it,  furely?— And  thus  months  pafled 
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on,  and  by  and  by  Tole  revived,  and  thought 
that  before  long  he  fhould  be  enabled  to  return 
to  his  old  occupation.  But,  as  it  turned  out, 
his  nets  were  injured, — no  longer  fit  for  the 
Tea,  and  to  patch  and  mend  was  ufelefs.  Juft 
at  this  time  it  happened  that  the  individual 
above  alluded  to  chanced  to  call  in, — proffered 
his  affiftance,  not  only  in  the  purchafe  of  twine 
and  thread,  but  faid  he  would  try  to  get  him 
a  fmall  {hare  in  the  boat  itfelf,  which  he  did. 
However, 

'Every  thing  that  fib*  doth  shew 
When  proof  it  made  it  proveth  not  fo, 

Bat  nurfeth  worth  to  bitter  woe.* 

• 

For,  after  a  while,  notwithftanding  my  hints 
upon  the  fubjeft,  and  thole  of  others  who  had 
been  very  kind  to  the  family,  the  Preacher 
(as  he  ftyled  himfelf)  induced  the  poor  people 
to  attend  his  new  meeting-houfe  occaiionally, 
and  there  they  went,  and  then,  as  often  hap- 
pens, were  afhamed  to  fhow  themfelves  at  the 
Church.  But,  as  I  (aid  before,  though 
tempted  in  a  time  of  diftrefs,  there  was  much 
that  was  good  both*  in  Edwin  and  Charlotte, 
and  they  gave  proof  of  thorough  good  prin- 
ciple at  bottom.  It  fo  happened  that  at  the 
very  commencement  of  the  mackerel  feafon 
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the  boat  to  which  he  was  attached  had  an 
immenfe  catch — many  thoufands  which  they 
fent  dired  by  Rail  to  London.  On  the  whole 
they  realized  that  fpring  near  300/.  Of  this 
one  way  or  another,  about  30/.  came  to  Tole's 
fhare.     Counfelled  by  his  wife,  the  firft  thing 

he  did  was  to  clear  himfelf  with  Mr. ,  the 

holder-forth,  and  as  I  was  credibly  informed, 
in  words  very  like  to  thefe,  'Sir,  you  will 
permit  me  to  repay  the  money  you  were  kind 
enough  to  advance  to  me  unconditionally.  I 
received  it  at  your  hands  when  myfelf,  and 
wife  and  family  was  under  the  weather.  I 
hope,  Sir,  you  will  not  confider  me  ungrateful, 
but  even  in  this  cafe  I  have  difcovered  money 
to  be  the  root  of  great  evil.  For  it,  we  were  in 
the  end  induced  to  defert  our  Church, — and 
neither  I  nor  my  wife  have  had  any  peace 
fince.  I  do  mod  heartily  thank  you  for  what 
you  did,  and  I  hope  you  will  ftill  bear  us  in 
your  remembrance, — but,  pleafe  God,  on 
Sunday  next,  we  fhall  go  to  our  own  Church, 
and  bear  the  narrow  looks  of  thofe  whom  we 
have  juftly  offended.  It  is  but  for  once  or 
twice,  and  they  will  refpeft  us  the  more.  We 
have  craved  God's  pardon,  and  have  the 
promife  of  His  Peace ! '      And  fo   it  was. 
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They  made  no  defence,  neither  was  defence 
needed.  God  went  before  them,  and  was  their 
rereward  alfo,  and  man's  cenforious  mouth 
was  flopped. 

'  The  filence  often  of  pure  innocence 
Perfuades,  when  fpeaking  fails/ 

"  Such  is  this  fimple  ftory,"  continued  the 
Vicar,  "  and  I  think  it  juft  to  add  that  the 
crazy  holder-forth  (fuch  his  after  conduft,  very 
fad,  and  very  difgraceful,  proved  him  to  be) 
never  interfered  with  them  more.  At  the 
moment  he  could  not  but  applaud  their  prin- 
ciples. And  I  thought  upon  words  I  had 
read  often, 

'  What  a  brave  armour  is 
An  innocent  foul !     How  like  a  rock  it  bids 
Defiance  to  a  form,  againft  whofe  ribs 
The  infolent  waves  but  dafh  themfelves  in  pieces, 
And  fall  and  hide  their  heads  in  paffionate  foam.' " 

Ye !  good  Chriftian  people,  that  affifted  the 

Toles  in  their  time  of  need,  confider  how  one 

(aid, "  The  Bread  caft  upon  the  waters  maketh 

better  than  Eaft  India  voyages,  and  returneth 

back  to  thee  laden  with  improvements.     Thy 

;  corn,  given  to  them,  with  whom  all  years  are 

[  dear,  (the  Poor,)  is  more  advantageous  than 

I  corn  fold  in  the  greateft  dearth  by  a  mono- 

j  polift. — Wouldeft    thou    have    a    policy   in 
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heaven? — of  thy  uncertain  riches  make   the 
poor  thy  infurers." 

One  day  we  were  afcending  the  upper  parts 
of  the  Parifti  towards  the  Down,  and  came 
upon  an  outlying  hamlet  fome  four  or  five 
hundred  yards  from  the  green-fward.  As  we 
pafled  a  very  poor  cottage  the  Old  Vicar 
remarked, <c  One  of  my  firft  reminifcences  here 
attaches  to  that  rude  tumble-down  fabric. 
When  I  came  to  this  Parifh,  now  a  quarter  of 
a  century  ago,  there  lived  in  it  a  very  aged, 
hard-featured  widow,  who  died  fhortly  after 
at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety  and  more.  But, 
though  her  features  were  hard,  the  continual 
dew  of  God's  grace  had  foftened  a  nature 
otherwife  churlifli.  One  day  fhe  faid  to  me, 
'  It  is  very  good  of  you  to  come  and  read  to 
me  fo  regularly  as  you  do,  — and  I  can't  fay 
that  I  deferve  it,  for  my  ways  have  been  other- 
gates  when  I  was  younger,  than  they  ought  to 
have  been ; — but  years  ago  I  became  very  ill, 
and  cripplifh,  and  I  heard  voices,  or  thought 
I  heard  them,  behind  me,  and  I  was  fpared  to 
repent.  I  often  thought  to  tell  this  to  the 
good  kind  Re&or  who  was  here  before  you, 
— but  fomehow  I  didn't.'  I  evidently  faw," 
faid  the  Vicar,  "  that  there  was  more  behind, 
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— fo  I  put  the  leading  queftion  at  once. — To 
tell  what  ?  €  Ah  well/  fhe  faid,  €  I  may  as 
well  tell  you — though  it  isn't  after  all  much 
of  a  fay.'  She  then  recounted  how  one  bright 
fummer's  day,  when  the  neighbouring  Water- 
ing Place  was  full  of  vifitors,  a  carriage 
flopped  fuddenly  at  the  door,  and  the  driver 
afked  c  Is  any  woman  within  ? '  c  I  hobbled 
out  as  well  as  I  could,  (for  I  was  only  juft 
recovering,)  and  fhowed  myfelf.  Upon  which 
a  lady,  looking  very  ill,  afked  me  if  fhe  could 
come  in  for  a  few  minutes,  and  I  helped  her 
out.  She  was  fufFering  from  fevere  fpafms, 
and  all  I  could  give  her  was  fome  fpearmint 
water, — but  it  had  the  defired  effeA, — and 
all  that  fummer  after  fhe  vifited  me  moft 
kindly,  and  helped  me  in  many  ways.  Indeed 
my  recovery  was  much  owing  to  her  affiftance. 
The  laft  time  fhe  vifited  me  I  told  her  that 
my  prefent  way  of  life  was  not  what  it  had 
always  been,  but  that  in  my  illnefs  I  had  heard 
voices,  faying,  " Sinner ,  turn  back!  ftnner, 
repent!  all  but  loft  finnery  call  upon  thy 
Saviour !  /  "     Now,  Ma'am,  was  this  truth,  or 

1  The  Reader  may  perhaps  call  to  mind  Drummond  of  Haw- 
thomden't  fines. 


*|  All  ye  whofe  hopes  rely 
On  God,  with  me  amidft  theie  deierts  mourn, 
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was  it  but  a  fick  body's  dream  ? — "  My  poor 
woman,"  faid  fhe,  "  depend  upon  it,  it  is  all 
truth," — and  then  fhe  read  to  me  that  wonder- 
ful paflage  you  have  often  read  me  from  the 
Book  of  Job,  "  God  fpeaketh  once,  yea  twice, 
yet  man  perceiveth  it  not.  In  a  dream,  in  a 
vifion  of  the  night,  when  deep  fieep  falleth  upon 
men,  in  Jlumberings  upon  the  bed;  then  he 
openeth  the  ears  of  men,  and  Jealeth  their 
inftruftion,"  &c.  &c.  &V.  Though  no  fcholar, 
Sir,  I  have  learned  to  repeat  it  all,  and  it  is 
the  greateft  of  comforts. — But  I  forgot,  I  did 
not  tell  you  what  the  lady  (aid  to  me  on  my 
telling  her  I  was  no  fcholar.  cc  Never  mind 
that,"  faid  fhe,  "  call  upon  the  name  of  Jefus, 
and  the  truth  as  the  truth  is  in  Jesus  fhall 
be  revealed  to  you  comfortably.  It  is  feldom 
you  can  get  as  far  as  Church  (three  and  a 
half  miles),  but,  whenever  you  can,  go  there, 
pray  earneftly,  communicate  heartily,  and  be 
at  reft.  Your  no  fcholarfhip  is  no  hindrance 
if  you  are  only  faithful.  Don't  be  diftrefled 
about  putting  up  long  prayers — fay  from  the 


Repent,  repent,  and  from  old  errors  turn. 
Who  Uften'd  to  his  voice,  obey'd  his  cry  ? 
Only  the  Echoes,  which  he  made  relent, 
Rung  from  their  flinty  caves,  Repent,  Repent  ! " 

For  the  Baptists.    Ed.  P.  Cunningham,  p.  120. 
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heart,  God  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner  ! 
Son  of  David,  have  mercy  upon  me  ! 
and  you  will  be  comforted  in  your  lonelinefs, 
and  in  your  poor  eftate.  But,  whatever  you 
do,  do  it  heartily,  as  unto  the  Lord,  and  not 
unto  men,  and  'you  will  have  your  reward !  " 
This  was  the  laft  interview  I  had  with  that 
kind  creature, — whether  (he  lives  or  not  I 
don't  know,  (I  rather  think  not,  or  fhe  would 
have  written  a  line,  though  fhe  did  not  fay 
fhe  would,  for  fhe  never  made  profeffions  or 
promifes,)  but,  good  Sir,  I  pray  for  myfelf, 
as  David  did,  three  times  a  day, — many,  many 
times, — and  fome  how  or  another  I  never  can 
pray  for  myfelf  without  praying  for  her.  If 
fhe  is  dead,  fhe  is  an  angel  in  light!9  Such 
was  the  old  woman's  ftory,  as  near  as  I  can 
recoiled:.  She  died  in  peace,  and  I  buried 
her.  Knowledge  may,  or  may  not  be,  a 
great  thing, — but  Grace  is  greater.  By  Grace 
ignorance  is  turned  into  light,  and c  a  little  one ' 
becomes  c  a  thoufand]  if  one  of  Chrift's  little 
ones,  as  may  be  feen 

*  In  the  dark  backward,  and  abyfm  of  time* 

Thus  did  my  old  friend  tell  his  tale.    "  Like 
a  cunning  painter,  who,  having  fully  fed  his 
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eyes  with  the  affeded  object,  turns  back 
within  himfelf,  that  his  imagination  may 
engrave  it  more  exaftly  within  his  memory." 

It  was  upon  this  occafion  that,  on  our 
emerging  on  the  Down,  hard  by  the  chalk-pit 
at  Cote,  or  Coates  \  in  which  old  Trap  ufed  to 
revel  in  his  younger  days, — (there  never  was 
fuch  a  dog  as  Trap,  and  there  never  will  be 
again,) — that  my  old  Friend  afked  me,  cc  Did 
I  ever  tell  you  about  the  Old  Shepherd  and 
his  fick  child  ? — it  wafn't  on  this  Down,  or  in 
my  Parifh, — but  in  cafes  of  urgent  neceflity, 
as  the  good  old  king  fhowed  in  that  exquifite 
piece  of  Mrs.  Southey's,  'The  Greenwood 
Shrift /  each  one  that  prayeth  aright  is  a 
minifter."  I  replied  that  I  had  never  heard 
him  fay  any  thing  on  the  fubjeft,  but  fhould 
like  to  do  fo. 

"  Many  years  ago,"  he  continued,  "  I  was 
making  my  way  from  the  other  fide  of  the 
Downs,  (I  did  not  know  them  fo  well  then  as 
I  do  now,)  and  I  thought  inftead  of  walking 
from   the  one  encampment  to  the  other,  I 


1  "  That  places  anciently  called  Cote  ihould  now  be  called  Cotes  or 
Cotton  is  no  matter  of  furprife.  The  change  is  only  from  Angular  to 
plural:  for  Coten  is  the  Saxon  plural  of  Cote.** — Eytont  Aitiq.  of 
Skroffhirt%  Vol.  vi.  p.  1 80.  So  Coton,  or  Coton  Hilly  a  fuburb  of  Shrews- 
bury. 
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could  fhorten  the  diftance  by  eroding  a 
coombe,  or  hollow,  in  the  way.  What  a 
fweet  fpot  it  was, — how  in  after  years  have 
Copley  Fielding  and  I  gazed  upon  the  fun- 
beams  there, — glittering  from  afar,  to  ufe 
the  words  of  Hiawatha, 

1  Ai  the  Awing  fluurdi  of  beetles.* 

I  doubled  my  diftance,  as  is  ufually  the  cafe 
under  fuch  circumftances, — but  fo  fweet  was 
the  fpot,  fo  touching  the  incidents  conne&ed 
with  my  wandering,  that  I  could  never  wifh 
to  forget  it !  I  had  juft  arrived  at  the  edge 
of  the  green- fward  where  it  fuddenly  makes  a 
dip, — it  was  this  unfeen  dip  that  had  deceived 
me, — when  I  heard  the  folemn  tones  of  one 
faying  in  the  moft  earned  manner,  'Look 
down  from  heaven,  we  befeech  Thee,  with  the 
eyes  of  mercy,  upon  this  child  now  lying  upon 
the  bed  of  ficknefs,'  &c.  &c.  I  drew  back 
at  once  that  I  might  not  difturb  the  prayer  of 
the  faithful.  Soon  after  I  faw  an  old  fhepherd 
rife  from  his  knees,  fupporting  himfelf  with 
his  crook,— and  I  heard  him  give  an  order  to 
his  dog,  who  foon  brought  back  fome  ftray 
fheep  to  the  funny  fide  of  the  flant.  On 
perceiving  me,  he  (aid,  '  I  am  afraid  you  have 
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mifled  your  way, — you  ought  to  have  kept  to 
the  wopple1  road/  (the  old  name  for  bridle- 
road,) — c  but  I  can  fet  you  right, — tho*  I'm 
in  a  deal  of  trouble,  and  the  old  woman  is 
gone  for  the  do&or.'  Poor  fellow, — the 
earneftnefs  of  his  prayer  told  me  the  depth  of 
his  trouble,  and  I  faid  at  once,  '  Can  I  be  of 
any  ufe?'  CI  don't  know  that  you  can,  fir,' 
was  his  reply,  *but  our  youngeft  born  we 
have  watched  over  thefe  fix  years  is  taken 
much  worfe,  and  I  can't  think  he's  to  be  with 
us  long.  Janie,  his  fifter,  as  good  a  nurfe  as 
ever  lived,  is  with  him ;  I  was  obliged  to  look 
after  the  fheep,  for  they  won't  fettle  to  their 
food,  and  only  keep  walking  up  and  down, — 
fo  reftlefs  like.  No  doubt  we  ihall  have  a 
change  in  the  weather.  It's  what  they  always 
do  before  a  change, — and  I  faw  a  great  circle 
round  the  fun  yefterday/  Upon  this  he 
fpoke  fome  words  to  the  dog,  which  he  quite 
underftood,  and  went  and  fquatted  on  his 
haunches  about  three  hundred  yards  off,  look- 
ing very  wife  and  of  great  importance.  c  I  can 
go  in  with  you,  fir,  if  you  would  be  kind 
enough  to  walk  in  and  fee  the  poor  thing,— 

1  "  A  Wqple  Wayi  i.  e.  when  a  cart  and  horfea  cannot  pafs,  but 
horfct  only."— Raft  Soak  Country  fTordty  p.  9a    4th  Edit     176S. 
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Driver  has  now  got  the  fheep  in  hand,  and 
they  won't  ftray.'  The  fmall  cottage  might 
be,  apparently,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  diftant, — 
planted  off  on  the  one  fide  by  the  yellow 
withy  which  lived  on  the-  moifture  in  the 
hollow,  noticeable  as  fo  clofe  to  the  chalk. 
On  the  way  the  poor  man  faid,  c  Pretty  lamb, 
thefe  withs  will  bind  his  little  grave  before 
long!  You'd  be  fiirprifed,  fir,  to  hear  how 
the  child  talks !  That  good,  kind  Mifs  G., 
—of  Wifton,  now  with  God, — fhe  was  fo 
good  to  him, — it  was  fhe  that  gave  him  his 
little  books,  and  fat  by  him,  and  read  them 
to  him.  Well,  well, — fhe  died  early, — and 
our  little  one  will  foon  fee  her  again.  He 
kept  rambling  all  night, — and  he  faid  the  good 
pretty  ftars  came  to  vifit  him,  and  their  light 
put  out  all  the  darknefs.  One  ftar  that  he 
had  feen  from  the  little  window  he  has  long 
talked  about, — people  would  finile  to  hear 
him  call  it  his  play-feer  by  night,  but  the 
child  had  deep  thoughts,— depend  upon  it, 
fir,  now  that  all  the  ftars  come  to  vifit  him 
he  ifirt  far  from  that  holy  place  where  "  they 
that  be  wife  Jhall  fhine  as  the  brightnefs  of  the 
firmament ,  and  they  that  turn  many  to  right- 
eoufnefs  as  the  ftars  for  ever  and  every 
D  2 


35 


Dan.  xii.  3. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


36 


Chamberlayne*s 
Pharonnida, 
Book  ii.  p.  ill. 


Vol.  i.  p.  15. 
v.  818. 


The  Sea-board 


As  he  faid  this  we  arrived  at  the  cottage 
door ; — 

'  A  difmal  filencc,  fuch  as  oft  attends 
Thofe  that  furround  the  death-beds  of  their  friends, 

In  the  departing  minute,  reigns  throughout;* 

t 

for  the  child  had  fallen  afleep,  and  Janie,  his 
fifter,  was  watching  over  him.  As  we  entered 
fhe  lifted  up  one  finger,  as  much  as  to  fay, 
c  Silence,  —  brother  fleeps.'  And  what  a 
lovely  objeft  was  it  that  met  my  eyes  !  Fine- 
cut  features  naturally  were  ftill  more  refined 
by  pining  ficknefs, — and  the  little  blue  threads 
of  veins  that  marked  the  white  marble  fore- 
head were  fomething  more  beautiful  than  I  had 
ever  feen  before ;  and  I  couldn't  help,  even  at 
fuch  a  time,  repeating  inwardly  thofe  fhort 
lines  in  Piers  Ploughman, 

*  As  chafte  as  a  childe 
That  in  chirche  wepeth.* 

Clearly,  however,  the  little  one  had  not  many 
days  to  live, — on  clofer  view  there  were  un- 
miftakeable  marks  of  mortality  about  him. 
All  at  once  he  woke  up, — not  as  children 
ufe  to  wake,  in  a  fright, — but  with  a  hea- 
venly fmile  on  his  face.  I  had  drawn  back, — 
but  heard  him  (ay,  c  Father !  they  have  been 
all  round  me, — the  ftars,  the  beautiful  ftars!' 
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—  and  the  little  half-angel  looked  upwards 
as  if  in  fearch  of  them,  and  faid,  cLet  us 
pray,  fitter  Janie/  and  clafping  his  little 
wafted  hands,  he  faid  the  Lord's  Prayer  in 
the  fimpleft  and  (weeteft  tones  that  ever 
fell  upon  my  ear.  Father  and  daughter  had 
now  knelt  by  the  bedfide,  and  without 
faying  a  word,  when  the  child  ceafed,  I  joined 
in,  and  read  fome  of  thofe  affe&ing  prayers 
with  which  our  Liturgy  is  filled, — not  omit- 
ting the  one  for  a  fick  child  I  had  heard  the 
father  read  fo  folemnly.  The  child  fhowed 
neither  fear  nor  furprife  at  the  appearance  of 
a  ftranger,  but  (aid  cAmbn'  like  one  who 
had  learnt  that  in  prayer  is  life  and  hope ! 

"  Such  was  the  interview,  which  left  a  lafting 
impreffion  on  my  mind.  On  leaving  the 
cottage  to  follow  the  Shepherd's  dire&ions 
home,  I  requefted  him  to  tell  the  Clergyman 
(my  poor  friend  gathered  to  his  fathers  fince 
this  was  written — the  Rev.  George  Booth  of 
Findon, — a  large-hearted  and  generous  man,) 
that  we  had  all  knelt  together  by  the  bedfide, 
— and  I  learnt  from  him  fhortly  after  that  the 
little  one  went  home  to  join  his  brother-angels 
not  more  than  eight  and  forty  hours  after  I 
had  feen  him.     Many  years  after  as  I  read 
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thefe  lines  in  Queen  Philippa's  Golden  Book, 
— they  occur  in  the  Alceftis, — the  whole  fcene 
came  as  frefh  befdre  me  as  if  it  had  occurred 
but  yefterday. 

1  And  often  noted  him,  an  turned  again 
To  look  once  mo'  $  and  inly  marvelled 
What  glints  of  glory  from  that  fhepherd  Twain 
Brake  forth,  and,  fcarcely  noticed,  yfled, 
Now,  from  his  eyen,— now,  round  about  hit  head,— 
Like  fummer  lightning  feen,  and  ftraightway  gone 5 
Now  in  fomc  wifely  fentence  uttered, 
Now,  in  honey  voices'  mufic  tone. 

'  Like  as  the  fun  upon  a  cloudy  day, 
Lights  up  a  diflant  field  of  barley  green, 
Or,  on  gilt  weathercock  beftows  a  ray, 
One  moment  and  no  more,  himfelf  unfeen ; 
Or,  like  the  founds  in  echoing  places  live, 
Or  cafual  wafts  from  fragrant  Eglantine : 
Or  like  the  looks  that  children  fometimes  give, 
That,  fomehow,  ftrangely  favour  of  Divine.' " 

That  fweet  child's  thoughts  muft  have  been 
long  in  heaven  before  his  body  was  configned 
to  the  duft  of  the  diftant  Churchyard,  with  its 
belt  of  trees ! 

Webfter  fays  fomewhere,  "An  honeft  man 
is  not  to  be  found  in  every  hole,  nor  every 
ftreet ;  if  I  took  a  whole  Parifh  in  fometimes, 
I  might  fay  true," — which  is  rather  hard.  On 
the  whole,  however,  after  long  residence,  and 
clofe  obf^rvation,  I  have  found  our  Shepherds 
fome  of  the  moft  truftworthy  of  their  race, 
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and,  as  I  think  I  have  noted  before,  more 
intelligent  than  their  fellows.  They  not  only, 
many  of  them,  read  Nature's  Book  which  lies 
open  before  them,  but  note  the  ftars  in  their 
courfes. 

I  may  mention  by  the  way,  that  the  Shep- 
herd above  alluded  to  found  me  out  a  year 
or  two  after,  (he  did  not  know  who  I  was  at 
the  time,)  and  brought  me  fome  wheat-ears, 
which  all  Ihepherds  and  fhepherd-boys  trap 
on  the  Downs.  It  was  a  pretty  and  a  fimple 
inftance  of  thankfulnefs,  fuch  as  our  people  do 
not  always  ihow.  Even  then  the  wound  was 
green,  and  the  tear  gliftened  in  the  old  man's 
eye.  And  at  firft,  I  thought  with  Rofalind, 
"  How  full  of  briars  is  this  worky l  day 
world ! "  One  can  (hake  burrs  off  one's  coat, 
or  pull  them  off — but  the  burrs  that  are  in 
the  heart  ftick  there !  But  I  correAed  myfelf 
prefently  as  I  liftened  to  the  chaftened  and 
fubdued  words  that  he  uttered,  and  I  looked 
upon  him  as  a  meflenger  of  good  to  myfelf, 
— as  one 

"  Crown'd  with  as  much  content  as  e'er  was  known 
By  any  that  Death  did  enforce  to  own 
The  frailties  of  mortality.*' 

1  I  adopt  the  Suflex  ufc  of  the  word — ufed  once,  at  leaft,  in  our 
Homilies. 
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It  difturbs  me,  every  now  and  then,  to  fee 
the  ugly  fort  of  enclofure  that  is  going  on 
throughout  the  Downs, — but,  if  it  tends  to 
improvement,  and  to  give  additional  employ- 
ment to  the  poor,  all's  well  that  ends  well — 
and  that,  as  Maria  faid,  is  "  a  good  lenten 
anfwer,  fhort  and  fpare."  At  the  fame  time 
it  no  more  adds  to  their  beauty,  than  did  the 
cutting  down  of  the  Beech  and  other  woods 
which  fed  the  iron-furnaces  of  days  gone  by. 
Happily  there  is  no  enclofing  the  Sea  hard 
by,  or  the  fun  that  fhines  above  it  in  his 
glory,  and  as  long  as  the  Suflex  Shepherd 
has  that  to  look  upon  he  may  call  it,  as  every 
true-born  Engliihman  does,  a  part  of  his 
Demefne.     Meanwhile, 

"  For  me,  'tis  mine  to  pray  that  men  regard 
Their  occupations  with  an  honeft  heart 
And  cheerful  diligence :  like  the  ufeful  bee 
To  gather  for  the  hive  not  fweets  alone, 
But  wax  and  each  material :  pleafed  to  find 
Whatever  may  foothe  diftrefs,  and  raife  the  fallen 
In  life's  rough  race." 
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CHAPTER  XX, 


PART  n. 


Stories  from  my  Parijk,  and  others,  picked  up 
by  the  Wayftde. 

"  Inopem  me  copia  fecit.** 

"  Valtrt.  Yi  eft  nn  peu  capricieux,  comme  je  vous  ai  dit,  et  parfbis, 
il  a  des  moments  ou  Ton  efprit  s*6chappe,  et  ne  paroit  pas  ce  qu'il  eft. 

Lucas.  Oui,  il  aime  A  bouffoner ;  et  Ton  diroit  parfbis,  ne  v's  en 
dlplaifir,  qu'il  a  quelque  petit  coup  de  hache  A  la  tdte. 

Valtrt.  Mais,  dans  le  fond,  il  eft  tout  fcience }  et  bien  fouvcnt,  il  dit 
des  chofcs  tout  A  fait  relert'es. 

Lucas.  Quand  il  s'y  bont6,  il  parle  tout  fin  droit,  comme  s'il  lifoit 
dans  un  livre.** 

"  Omne 
Humanum  genus  eft  avidum  nimis  auriculanun.** 

AKE  the  world  through  and  it 
Mens  to  ftories  as  children  do. 
Nothing  arrefts  the  attention  fo 
much  as  rhythm,  and  cadence, — 
next  to  which  comes  a  clearly  detailed  narra- 
tive. In  all  early  accounts  of  nations,  whe- 
ther we  look  to  Greece  or  Rome,  we  have 
myths    that    almoft    run    into    verfe,— rand 
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although  there  is  nothing  gained  by  the  late 
excellent  Dr.  Arnold's  introduAory  chapters  to 
his  Roman  Hiftory,  and  the  old  ftory  might 
as  well  have  remained  as  it  was,  his  view 
neverthelefs  was  corred.  Look  again  to  the  col- 
lections of  the  Rhapfodifts,  and  to  the  various 
controverfies  relative  to  the  Homeric  Poems, 
and  the  fame  inference  is  ready  at  hand 
What  the  fon  of  Peleus  did  with  his  beautiful 
lyre,  that  the  old  colledors  did. 

And  pafling  by  the  Eddas  and  the  Nibe- 
lungen  Lied,  and  all  other  aflbrtments  of  early 
verfe  in  other  nations,  we  have  but  to  look 
to  the  early  Ballads  in  our  own,  and  we  ftiall 
find  that  the  lifteners  hang  upon  the  voice 
of  the  reciter.  I  am  ftill  old  enough  to 
recoiled  the  recital  of  Welfh  Poems  in  the 
out-of-the-way  bofom  of  Carnedd  Lewellyn, 
— and  if  my  old  friend  John  Price  fees  thefe 
pages  he  will  recoiled  how,  on  a  fummer's 
night,  the  men  of  the  houfehold  told  their  feats 
in  profe  alfo  till  the  peat  fire  was  fmothered 
in  its  afhes ;  and  how  the  Lark  was  our  clock 
next  day, 

"  When  the  little  byrdet  fwetely  did  fing 
Laudes  to  their  Maker,  early  in  morning.** 
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Nothing  ever  has,  or  ever  will,  command 
attention  like  a  well-fuftained  narrative.  The 
fenfes  are  lulled  by  it,  and  the  ear  is  pleaied. 
The  man  that  can  fing  the  beft  fong  in  a 
Parifh,  and  the  man  who  can  tell  the  beft 
ftory,  will  hold  his  place,  even  if  he  have  fome- 
times  to  fit  upon  Penniless  Bench.  As  he 
proceeds,  the  hearts  of  thole  around  him 
warm,  and  he  reaps  the  benefit  of  his  gift, — 
efpecially  if  he  be  a  bit  of  a  wag  or  a  wit,  and 
knows  how  to  carry  the  houfe  with  him.  Vaftly 
clever  was  it  of  Bacchus  in  difguife>  and  in  a 
foberfit,  to  fay  of  his  father, 

"  Moriensque  mini  nihil  ffle  rdiquit 
Procter  aquax." 

Such  a  fenfe  of  the  ridiculous  always  carries 
weight,  and  is  as  good  as  a  fmall  freehold 
to  many  a  poor  wight !  But,  the  evil  is  that 
it  frequently  leads  to  carelefs  habits,  and 
indifference  on  many  points.  Still,  as  faid  at 
ftarting,  the  world  at  large  Mens  to  ftories 
and  anecdotes,  and  when  they  are  told  with 
difcretion,  they  lend  an  elafticity  to.every-day 
life,  and  do  much  good  by  replacing  morofe- 
nefs  with  Chriftian  cheerfulnefs. 

Some  fuch  fentiments  as  thefe  I  had  given 
vent  to  in  the  prefence  of  the  old  Vicar,  and 
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he  faid,  "I  have  whole  note-books  full  of 
Parifh  ftories,  fiich  as  you  have  often  heard 
me  repeat, "— the  preceding  chapter  contains 
a  fample, — cc  but  numbers  of  them  are  of  a 
facred  almoft,  certainly  of  too  private  a  cha- 
racter to  be  told  lightly.  Some  few  my  wife 
has  written  down  at  different  times,  and  you 
will  find  feveral  in  that  portfolio  to  which  no 
need  of  concealment  attaches.  Pick  and 
choofe  at  your  leifure." 

I  took  him  at  his  word,  and  the  firft  ftory 
I  lighted  upon  was  a  curious  one  in  many 
refpefts,— efpecially  as  relating  to  the  Con- 
feflional.  On  referring  to  my  old  friend 
about  it,  he  told  me  that  it  was  a  very  old 
ftory, — but  he  did  not  recoiled  to  have  feen 
it  in  print,  and  that  he  had  heard  it  told  in  the 
North  of  England  as  well  as  in  the  South. 
Dennis  Brown,  who  had  refided  many  years 
in  Rome,  told  it  to  him,  either  in  1849  or 
1850,  when  the  Roman  Catholics  laft  made 
a  pufti  with  Cardinal  Wifeman  as  foreman. 
He  likewife  faid  he  had  entitled  it, 

Giving  the  Sack1,  and  the  Confessional. 

"  Some  eighty  or  a  hundred  years  ago,  the 

1  This,  in  SuiTex,  as  well  as  in  Northamptonihire,  and  other  coun- 
ties, is  a  common  phrafe  for  "to  be  Sfckarged"     The  original  is 
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body  of  a  man  was  found  in  the  Tiber,  at 
Rome.  It  was  recognized  as  that  of  a  com- 
mon Porter  well  known  about  the  city,  but  a 
ftranger  thing  wa3  that  a  fecond  body,  (alfo 
that  of  a  man,)  was  found  at  the  fame  time, 
tied  up  in  a  fack  which'was  ftrongly  ftitched 
on  to  the  collar  of  the  coat  df  the  Porter. 
This  body  was  not  fo  eafily  recognized,  but 
the  ftrangenefs  of  the  circumftances  fet  all  the 
authorities  immediately  to  work  in  the  greateft 
earneft,  and  excited  much  intereft  in  the  city. 
Before  long,  fufpicion  arofe,  which  attached 
itfelf  to  a  woman  of  doubtful  character  who 
lived  in  the  outskirts,  and  whofe  hufband  had 
all  at  once  difappeared.  All  however  that 
was  known  was  this,  that  fhe  had  lived  un- 
happily with  him.  Nothing  could  be  dis- 
covered, or  brought  home  to  her  beyond  the 
fad:  that  he  was  gone,  and  of  courfe  fhe  main- 
tained that  he  had  left  her,  and  that  fhe  was  a 
much  injured  perfon.  And  thus,  as  there 
was  no  proof,  after  a  while  the  talk  of  the 
affair  was  dying  out,  when  all  at  once  it 
was  fanned  into  a  flame  again, — the  fufpe&ed 
houfe  was  revifited,  and  the  woman  aftually 

perhaps  to  be  fought  in  the  Anglo-Saxon,  and  Suio-Gothic  "  Sack" — 
cauia,  reatus.    So  "  SaJdos"  immunis  a  culpa.    See  Ihre  in  v. 
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brought  to  confefs  the  truth,  that  (he  had 
murdered  her  hufband,  and  caufed  likewife 
the  death  of  the  Porter. 

"  Upon  this,  without  further  ado,  fhe  was 
apprehended  and  had  to  undergo  her  trial. 
The  obtaining  this  confeflion,  and  the  difcovery 
of  what  had  baffled  the  wifeft  heads  in  Rome, 
caufed  a  very  great  fenfation,— but  nobody 
feemed  to  know  how  it  had  been  brought  about. 
Upon  her  trial  fhe  faid  fhe  had  murdered  her 
hufband  out  of  jealoufy,  and  with  no  help 
from  any  human  creature.  The  great  diffi- 
culty fhe  found  was  in  difpofing  of  .the  body. 
At  laft  fhe  hit  upon  this  contrivance.  She 
crammed  it  into  a  fack,  and  fent  for  a  Porter 
with  whom  fhe  was .  acquainted.  It  was  then 
the  dufk  of  the  evening.  On  his  arrival  fhe 
reprefented  that  fhe  had  been  cleaning  out  her 
houfe,  and  had  collected  a  great  mafs  of  rub- 
bifh,  which  fhe  did  not  well  know  what  to  do 
with,  or  how  to  get  rid  of,  fo  fhe  thought  it  a 
good  plan  to  fluff  it  all  into  a  fack,  and  have 
it  thrown  into  the  river.  It  was  heavy,  fhe 
faid,  but  fhe  would  pay  him  well  for  his  job, 
and  give  him  refrefhment  before  he  fluted 
with  his  load. 

"  The  matter  thus  arranged,  they  fupped  and 
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caroufed  together,  and  fhe  fo  plied  him  with 
drink  that  he  was  well  nigh  overcome.  She 
then  brought  out  the  fack,  and  while  pre- 
tending to  adjuft  it  on  his  fhoulders,  ftitched 
it  ftrongly  to  the  collar  of  his  coat,  telling 
him  all  he  had  to  do  when  he  got  to  the 
middle  of  the  bridge  was  to  lean  it  towards 
the  edge,  and  chuck  the  fack  as  far  as  he 
could  over  the  parapet,  fo  as  to  get  it  clear 
out  of  the  way  into  the  current,  and  fhe  would 
give  him  his  money  when  he  came  back, 
which,  of  courfe,  he  never  did  She  could  not 
tell,  fhe  faid,  how  it  had  been  found  out,  but 
ftie  fuppofed  God  and  the  Virgin  Mother  had 
brought  it  to  light; — that  was  the  whole 
truth,  fhe  added,  and  all  fhe  had  to  tell. 

cc  When  the  trial  had  arrived  at  this  point, 
a  young  Lawyer  ftepped  forward,  and  afked 
her  €  if  fhe  had  ever  told  any  body  what  fhe 
had  done,  or  had  any  accomplice  who  could 
have  divulged  it?'  cNo,'  fhe  faid,  'no- 
body had  helpe4  her,  and  they  might  well 
fuppofe  fhe  would  not  be  fuch  a  fool  as  to 
tell  it  to  any  living  creature/  'What! 
nobody  ?'  the  young  Lawyer  afked.  c  No,' 
faid  fhe,  c  only  my  Confeflbr.' 

"Here  was  the  folution  of  the  whole  bufinels, 
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— and  the  Lawyer  foon  difcovered  that  the 
Confeflbr  had  a  brother  in  the  Galleys,  and 
calling  to  mind  an  old  cuftom  that  if  a  galley- 
flave  can  be  the  means  of  bringing  a  worfe 
criminal  than  himfelf  to  juftice  he  received 
his  freedom,  he  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that 
the  galley-flave  had  furnifhed  the  clue, — 
which  turned  out  to  be  the  fadt.  The  Woman 
efcaped  punifhment  as  the  difcovery  had  been 
made  through  a  breach  of  the  Confeflional. 
The  Father  Confeflbr  abfconded  as  foon  as 
poflible.  The  young  Lawyer  rapidly  rofe  to 
eminence." 

Such  is  the  ftory  as  I  found  it  tranfcribed. 

And  it  was  natural  to  think,  for  a  moment, 
upon  the  Confeflional,  that  mighty  engine  in 
the  hands  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  and  which 
we  hope  devoutly  no  fophiftry  will  introduce 
afrefh  into  our  own  Church,  where  we  have  every 
advantage  of  Confeflion  as  taught  in  the  Bible, 
without  any  of  its  abufes.  Nothing  can  be 
Ampler  and  more  intelligible  than  the  words 
of  the  Canon,  "  If  any  man  confefs  his  fecret 
and  hidden  fins  to  the  Minifter,  for  the  un- 
burdening of  his  confcience,  and  to  receive 
fpiritual  confolation  and  eafe  of  mind  from 
him;    we    do    not   anyway   bind  the    fame 
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minifter  by  this  our  Conftitution,  but  do 
ftriAly  charge  and  admonifh  him,  that  he  do 
not  at  any  time  reveal  and  make  known  to 
any  perfon  whatfoever  any  crime  or  offence 
fo  committed  to  his  truft  and  fecrecy  (except 
they  be  fiich  crimes  as'  by  the  laws  of  this 
realm  his  own  life  may  be  called  into  queftion, 
for  concealing  the  fame)  under  pain  of  irregu- 
larity." 

Thus  cautioufly  worded  is  the  Canon,  and 
with  the  fame  caution  are  Confeifion  and 
Abfolution  handled  in  the  Prayer  Book. 
And,  underftood  generally,  what  in  the 
Romiih  Church  is  the  rule,  with  us  is  the 
exception.  With  the  Italian  brigand,  to  rob 
a  diligence, — to  empty  the  trunks  and  the 
pockets  of  all  the  travellers,— and,  if  needs  be, 
to  proceed  to  ads  of  violence,  and  to  fhed 
blood, — is  not>  necefTarily,  a  matter  to  weigh 
down  his  fpirit, — but  to  have  omitted  his 
fhrift,  is.  Parallel  is  the  cafe  of  the  Arab, 
whofe  hand,  when  difturbed,  is  againft  every 
man.  As  Mr.  Blakefley  puts  it,  "  I  have  no 
doubt  but  that  the  murder  of  a  whole  family, 
(if  not  tribesmen,)  would  fit  very  lightly  on 
the  confcience  of  many  an  Arab,  whofe  foul 
would  be  utterly  crufhed  by  the  refleftion 
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that  he  had  drunk  a  mouthful  of  water  be- 
tween funrife  and  funfet  during  the  Ramadan, 
even  to  fave  himfelf  from  death." 

On  turning  over  the  MS.  which  the  old 
Vicar  had  put  into  my  hand,  I  came  to  feveral 
very  interefting  ftories, — but  on  the  head  of 
them  was  marked  private.  At  laft  I  came  to 
one  with  this  introduftion.  "  Told  to  me  in 
a  coach  between  Dunkeld  and  Perth,  and 
declared  to  be  true  to  the  letter ; — if  Jo,  it  has 
its  moral ; — Never  let  chick  or  child  go  near 
a^fortune-teller."     It  was  entitled, 

The  Gipsy's  Story. 

"  A  Lady  in  the  middle  rank  of  life,  young, 
handfome,  and  lively,  refided  with  her  father 
in  Scotland.  She  was  about  feventeen  years 
old,  and,  one  day,  walking  with  fome  young 
companions  in  the  lanes  near  her  own  home, 
met  a  Gipfy  woman  who  befet  her  with  the 
requeft  that  fhe  might  tell  her  fortune.  This 
the  young  lady  for  a  long  time  declined,  but 
at  laft,  wearied  by  the  woman's  perfeverance, 
and  urged  by  her  young  companions,  who 
wanted  to  hear  the  very  wonderful  fortune 
that  was  to  be  her  portion, — fhe  fubmitted 
her  hand  to  the  Gipfy,  who  was  a  very  remark- 
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able-looking  perfon,  and  attired  as  an  Edinbro' 
fifhwife.  She  informed  her  that  (he  would  be 
married  to  an  Earl, — naming  him,  or,  at 
leaft,  giving  his  initials, — that  (he  would  have 
fo  many  children, — fo  many  fons,  fo  many 
daughters, — that  (he  would  be  very  happy, 
but  early  left  a  widow, — and  in  a  few  years 
(he  would  marry  another  Earl, — alio  named, 
— and  have  fo  many  children, — again  ftie 
would  be  very  happy  and  refpe&ed, — her 
death,  however,  would  be  the  refult  of  her 
laft  confinement,  and  ftie  might  know  when 
that  was  at  hand  by  feeing  fix  horfes  put  to 
her  carriage.  €You  will  always/  {aid  the 
Gipiy,  'travel  with  four,  but  whenever  you 
travel  with  fix,  you  may  know  the  end  is 
approaching.  You'll  have  a  very  grand 
funeral,  and  Til  be  at  it,  and  I'll  wear  the 
drefi  I  have  on  now.'  Well, — the  young 
lady  thought  all  this  ftory  fo  odd  and  im- 
probable that  (he  wrote  it  down, — 'for  the 
fun  of  the  thing/  was  my  fellow-traveller's 
expreffion,  who  added,  'There  were  thofe 
living  who  had  feen  the  MS.,  but  he  could 
not  fay  when,  or  where,  but  fomewhere  in 
Scotland/ 

"  All  turned  out  as  the  Gipfy  had  faid.    The 
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two  earls  came  as  fhe  fpaed  they  would,  and 
were  married  in  turn, — the  moft  unlooked  for 
thing  in  her  rank  of  life, — and,  as  every  thing 
feemed  to  be  thus  far  true,  it  may  readily  be 
fuppofed  fhe  never  went  out  with  fix  horfes. 
Late,  however,  one  feafon,  on  her  return  from 
the  Highlands  to  Edinburgh  for  her  confine- 
ment, a  heavy  fall  of  fnow  took  place  in  the 
night,  and  looking  out  from  the  windows  of 
the  little  inn  where  fhe  had  halted,  fhe  faw 
the  people  attaching  fix  horfes  to  her  carriage, 
to  enable  it  to  proceed  on  the  journey,  and 
fainting  away  in  the  arms  of  her  attendants, 
only  exclaimed,  CA11  is  finifhed/  As  foon 
as  poffible  fhe  got  back  to  her  town  houfe, 
and,  as  might  naturally  be  expe&ed,  died. 

"  And  here  again  the  Gipfy's^**  came  true. 
There  was,  as  fhe  foretold  there  would  be,  a 
very  grand  funeral,  and  nearly  every  perfon 
belonging  to  the  houfehold  attended  it.  Only 
an  old  uncle  of  the  earPs,  who  from  great  age 
could  not  move,  was  obliged  to  remain  at 
home, — but  they  wheeled  him  in  his  chair  to 
the  window  that  he  might  fee  the  proceflion. 
On  the  return  of  the  mourners  he  was  foUnd 
fainting  and  fpeechlefs  on  the  room  floor. 
He  had  feen  the  Gipfy  in  the  train  following 
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the  body,  in  the  drefs,  and  with  the  look,  he 
had  heard  defcribed,  and  had  read  of,  in  the 
MS., — and  fhe  turned  her  gaze  upon  him,  as 
if  to  verify  her  prophecy.  Such  was  the  old 
man's  horror,  that  in  endeavouring  to  reach 
the  bell  and  fummon  his  attendants,  he  had 
fallen  #helplefs  where  he  was  found.  My 
informant  added,  c  No  perfon  on  earth  fhould 
ever  induce  him  to  allow  his  daughters  to 
liften  to  a  Gipfy  woman.  There's  o'er  many 
Jpaers  of  puir  folks'  fortunes  in  this  land,  as 
well  as  in  your  own,  and  firft  or  laft,  they  hae 
caufed  a  muckle  deal  o'  harm.  The  fpae-wife*s 
aye  keen  after Jow-filler 1.'" 

Such  is  this  ftrange  ftory, — and  all  that  is 
appended  to  it  is,  "I  don't  underftand  the 
laft  word,"  together  with  the  following  lines 
from  Juvenal, 

"  Cophino  foenoque  reli&o 
Arcanam  Judaea  tremens  mendicat  in  aurem, 
Interpret  legum  Solymarum,  et  magna  facerdos 
Arboris,  ac  fummi  fida  internuncia  coeli : 
ImpUt  et  ilia  manumy  fed  parciut  ;  *+e  m'tnuto 
Quallacunqiu  voles  Judal  fomnia  vendunt." 

1  On  turning  to  the  Supplement  of  Jamieibn's  Scottish  Dictionary,  I 
find,  in  v.  Sow-Siller,  **  Hufh- money,  or  money  acquired  by  the 
performance  of  any  mean  underhand  job ;  the  loweft  kind  of  fecret 
fervice  money ;  a  douceur  for  inducing  one  to  pervert  juftice.  Roxb." 
All  readers  of  Walter  Scott  are  acquainted  vnt\ifpae-crafty  whether  by 
Spar-man,  or  Spac-wife} — and  all  readers  of  Icelandic  at  once  call  to 
mind  the  Volujpd. 
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Judges  xviii.  7. 


After  this  I  turned  over  feveral  pages,  firft 
reading  one  ftory  and  then  another;  fome 
were  mod  diftrefling  in  the  extreme, — fome 
but  the  fimple  annals  of  the  poor,  which, 
though  highly  interefting  to  them,  would 
hardly  intereft  others ; — then  again  there  were 
the  Records  of  Seflions  and  Affizes,  in#  which 
Parilhioners  were  concerned,  combined  with 
the  negled  of  fome  Magiftrate  or  other,  over 
againft  whofe  name  was  this  text  from  the 
Book  of  Judges,  "  There  was  no  magiftrate  in 
the  land  that  might  put  them  to  Jhame  in  any 
thing"— the  meaning  of  which  I  interpreted 
to  be,  that  he  was  only  a  Magiftrate  by  office 
and  by  name, — a  mere  Squire  Booby  of  Booby 
Houfe,  as  Fielding  calls  fuch, — who  (imply 
burdened  the  land,  and  did  no  good  to  any 
foul  living.  Prefently  I  came  to  a  page 
turned  down,  on  the  top  of  which  were  the 
words,  "  Facilis  dejcenfus  Averni? — and,  fup- 
pofing  it  to  contain  fomething  which  gave  the 
old  Vicar  caufe  for  thought,  I  read  the  pain- 
ful ftory  of 

The  Forgery. 

"A  young  woman,  faid  my  informant, 
we  will  call  her  Jane, — lived  as  a  Cook  in  my 
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father's  family  for  about  a  couple  of  years. 
We  had  within  a  hundred  yards  of  our  houfe, 
a  neighbour  living, — a  maiden  lady,  an  inti- 
mate friend  of  the  family, — kind,  clever,  and 
well-meaning,  but  one  of  the  fcrambling  fort, 
leaving  her  fervants  to  do  as  they  would,  and 
looking  after  nothing.  Of  courfe  hers  was  a 
place  of  little  work,  and  much  liberty,  and  we 
therefore  were  not  furprifed  when  Jane  wifhed 
to  leave  to  better  herfelf,  and  do  little  work 
with  Mifs  B.  But  (he  left  refpe&ably,  and 
with  a  good  character, — her  brother  alfo  was 
a  footman  in  good  repute  with  a  neighbouring 
family.  A  little  time  palled  on,  and  the 
miftrefs  of  the  adjoining  houfe  purchafed  a 
cottage  in  a  neighbouring  romantic  vale, 
about  fix  miles  off,  and  began  to  enlarge  and 
build,— confequently  fhe  was  little  at  home. 
Under  thefe  circumftances  Jane  kept  houfe, — 
and  when  it  appeared  that  fhe  wifhed  to  be 
married,  it  feemed  a  very  defirable  thing  that 
Co  it  fhould  be,  as  her  hufband,  a  weaver  by 
trade,  would  be  a  protedion  to  the  houfe  by 
night,  and  no  additional  expenfe  incurred. 

<c  Thus  matters  flood,  and,  by  and  by,  the 
parties  were  married.  The  arrangement  was 
that  the  miftrefs  muft  always  find  her  home 


55 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


56 


The  Sea-board 


ready  for  her  whenever  fhe  chofe  to  come 
there,  and  the  man  would  be  no  inconvenience, 
but  rather  the  contrary. 

"  It  foon,  however,  tranfpired  that  he  was  a 
moft  ill-conditioned  fellow,  as  every  one  elfe 
except  Jane  knew  well  enough.  High  life 
below  ftairs  was  the  rule  of  the  houfe, — im- 
menfe  bills  were  run  up,  and  every  thing  was 
wrong  from  firft  to  laft, — and  all  this  Mifs  B. 
was  the  laft  perfon  to  know  about,  or  believe, 
if  fhe  chanced  to  hear  of  it.  In  due  time  a 
little  child  was  born,  and  kindly  cared  for 
by  herfelf  and  ourfelves, — and  thus  matters 
flood,  when  a  poor  lady  whom  Mifs  B.  had 
injudicioufly  brought  into  a  neighbouring 
county  as  a  Schoolmiftrefs,  and  who  had  an 
excellent  fchool,  which  her  perfedb  inability  to 
manage  had  brought  to  ruin,  came  there  (fo 
to  fpeak)  a  bankrupt  and  a  fugitive.  Her 
creditors,  fhe  knew,  had  no  hard  thoughts  or 
intentions  towards  her, — but,  fuch  was  the 
ftate  of  things,  that  this  weak  and  amiable  but 
moft  unfortunate  lady  was  neceflitated  to 
leave  her  home  and  every  thing  elfe,  quietly 
and  fecretly,  in  deep  defpair  and  debt.  The 
great  objed  now  was  to  get  her  back  to  her 
friends  in  the  middle  of  England  as  foon  as 
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poflible,  and  as  it  was  thought  likely  some  of 
the  parents  of  the  pupils  would  affift  her  to 
meet  the  expenfes  of  returning,  it  was  fettled 
that  ihe  fhould  remain  at  the  deferted  houfe 
of  her  early  friend  and  ill-advifer,  Mifs  B., 
for  a  day  or  two,  before  fetting  out  oh  her 
return  to  her  own  county,  where  it  was  hoped 
her  miffortunes  might  be  retrieved.  She  was 
a  much  pitied  gueft  at  our  own  houfe  during  the 
time,  but  flept  at  the  houfe  of  Mifs  B., 
deferted,  as  before  obferved,  by  all  but  the 
fervants. 

"  The  day  came  for  her  departure, — but 
no  notice  from  diftant  friends,  and  but  for 
a  bank-note  prefled  upon  her  by  one  of  my 
friends,  whom  I  fhall  not  name,  fhe  would 
have  ftarted  nearly  pennilefs  for  her  home. 
However,  it  was  ufelefs  to  wait  more,  and  the 
poor  Governefs  ftarted,  —  an  arrangement 
having  been  made  that  fhe  fhould  remain  one 
night  at  the  houfe  of  a  friend  at  P.,  twenty 
miles  off; — a  mufical  man  whom  fhe  knew, 
and  who  had  always  been  kindly  difpofed  to 
her. 

"  That  evening  Lady  B.,  a  kind  friend  of 
our  own,  brought  over  a  packet  to  us  from 
the  friends  of  the  fchoolmiftrefs.    We  were  to 
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open  it,  as  there  were  letters  for  us  in  the  infide, 
and  direft  it  properly,  as  it  was  a  fubfcription 
to  help  the  poor  woman  home.  It  was  by  a 
mere  accident  that  two  young  perfbns  of  the 
family  did  not  ftart  off  to  the  Poftman  with 
the  parcel,  but  it  was  paft  nine  o'clock, — our 
fupper  hour, — and  it  was  fuggefted  that  Jane 
G.,  as  I  muft  now  call  her,  would  gladly  run 
to  the  Poft  with  it.  I  gave  her  the  letter 
myfelf,  faying,  c  It  is  a  money  letter,  and  you 
muft  be  in  time  to  help  that  poor  thing  on 
her  way  to-morrow.'  She  feemed  overjoyed 
that  help  had  come  for  her, — came  in  a  little 
after  fupper,  the  time  when  it  had  to  be  in  the 
Poftman's  hands,  and  faid,  ( all  was  right,  and 
would  be  Hivtred  fafe  in  the  morning.' 

<c  Two  days  after  we  were  furprifed  by  a 
moft  indignant  letter  from  the  poor  unfortu- 
nate lady,  returning  money  to  the  amount  of 
about  10/.  i  or.  or  upwards,  and  a  horribly 
ill-fpelt,  ill-written1  letter  of  fubfcriptions, 
which  fhe  faid  €  fhe  would  rather  die  than 
accept.'  Nothing  could  be  made  of  it,  only 
that  every  fubfcription  of  i7.  had  been  halved, 
and  the  letter  Jealed  with  a  fliillingy — alto- 

1  One  naturally  aiks  here,  How  came  it  about  that  this  ill-written 
document  was  not  compared  with  the  handwriting  of  Jane's  hufband  ? 
-  But,  the  o'er  true  tale  is  tranfcribed  literally  from  the  MS. 
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gether  a  produ&ion  quite  enough  to  difguft 
the  poor  governeis.  Every  means  were  tried 
to  difcover  the  forger.  The  Poftman  was 
threatened,  as  he  afterwards  was  heard  to  fay, 
'within  an  inch  of  his  life/  He  had  the 
letter,  as  was  clearly  afcertained,  within  half 
an  hour  after  it  left  our  houfe,  and  *  ylivered' 
it  fafe.  The  meflenger  from  the  next  door 
took  itftraighty  and  took  a  witnefe,  one  Betty 
G.,  to  fee  that  Jhe  livered  it  fafe  to  the  Poft- 
man, as  it  was  a  money  letter. 

« c  What  did  you  take  a  witnefs  for  ? '  aflced 
a  fervant  of  ours  indignantly  of  her,  c  I  takes 
letters  of  all  value  to  the  Poft,  and  takes  no 
witneffeSy  what  fhould  I  for  ? ' — But  no, — no- 
thing could  be  traced,  and  of  all  the  people 
moft  troubled  was  the  woman  Jane,  who  faid, 
c  the  kindnefs  that  poor  lady  had  fhown  her 
(he  never  could  forget,  and  never  could  feel 
enough  for  her.  Who  would  have  the  heart 
to  injure  her,  poor  thing ! '  This,  and  calling 
on  the.  Almighty  to  ftrike  her  dead  if  fhe 
fpoke  other  than  the  truth,  injured  her  caufe, 
and  went  much  againft  her  with  many ;  but 
after  every  inveftigation  nothing  could  be 
found  out,  and  the  Poftman  fuffered  the  moft, 
and  was   almoft  univerfally  condemned,   till 


59 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


6o 


The  Sea-board 


rumours  got  about  that  the  friend  at  P., 
where  the  poor  governefs  had  lodged,  had 
taken  the  money,  after  the  due  delivery  of 
the  letter. 

"  This  was  too  much,  and  was  the  means  \ 
of  defeating  the  whole  fcheme.  It  was  a 
year  or  more  after  the  Forgery,  and  after  it 
had  been  bruited  about  as  fuch  ftories  ufe  to 
be,  that  the  Mufical  Friend  of  the  Lady's  got 
hold  of  the  report, — and  the  moment  it  got  to 
his  ears,  over  he  came  in  a  frenzy,  determined, 
as  he  faid,  c  to  find  out  the  thief  or  die,' — and 
under  this  refolve  he  inftituted  every  inquiry, 
leaving  no  ftone  unturned.  The  conclusion 
he  came  to  was  that  the  Forgery  and  the 
Robbery  were  committed  in  Mifs  B.'s  houfe, 
and  by  the  parties  who  lived  there,  and  he 
determined  to  confront  them  at  once.  Ac- 
cordingly, he  loft  no  time,  but  went  to  the 
houfe,  and,  as  it  happened,  found  the  woman 
alone.  At  once  he  addrefled  her,  c  I  know 
you  did  it !  *  and  fhe  believed  he  did  know, 
and  in  the  frenzy  of  her  fear  fhe  dafhed  her 
child  at  his  feet,  and  faid,  c  Kill  it,  if  we  are 
to  be  hanged  I* — and  the  confeflion  followed, 
on  his  afluring  her,  that  */  fhe  confefled,  they 
fhould  be  fpared. 
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"  Upon  this  €  flic  made  a  clean  breaft  of  it/ 
She  faid  that  as  foon  as  fhe  received  the  little 
packet  from  our  hands,  fhe  went  in  home  to 
get  her  fhawl  and  bonnet  on  to  go  down 
ftraight  into  the  town.  Her  hufband  was  in 
bed, — and  on  her  telling  him  there  was  a 
letter  come  with  money  for  the  poor  Gover- 
ness, he  infifted  on  feeing  it,  opened  it  quick 
as  thought,  wrote  a  new  letter,  copying  the 
firft,  but  unable  to  follow  the  fpelling.  In 
this  he  halved  every  fubfcription,  and  from 
ignorance,  hurry,  and  ill-writing,  produced 
the  extraordinary  document  which  had  fo 
wounded  the  poor  lady's  feelings, — fealing  it 
up  again  with  one  of  the  Shillings  he  had 
abftra&ed,  and  making  about  ten  or  twelve 
guineas  by  the  half-hour's  work.  He  then 
copied  the  addrefs,  adding  England  to  the 
direction  to  a  town  not  more  than  twenty 
miles  off. 

"  This,  at  the  firft,  had  direded  fufpicion 
to  him, — but  it  had  died  out.  It  was  argued 
that  no  one  who  had  not  either  been  abroad, 
or  lived  in  Ireland  or  Scotland,  would  be  in 
the  habit  of  addrefling  letters  to  England, — 
and  it  was  remembered,  that  previous  to  his 
marriage,  he  had  been  for  a  year  or  two  in 
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Ireland.  My  informant  added,  that  the  con- 
feffion  was  made  known  only  to  the  parties 
who  had  been  involved  in  the  matter,  and 
that  the  culprits  retired  to  a  miferable  home  in 
the  town,  where  they  never  profpered  in  any 
way,  but  were  looked  upon  narrowly  by  all." 
Noted  at  the  end  of  the  narrative  was  the 
following  obfervation.  cc  In  length  of  years 
I  have  had  caufe  to  fee  the  infamy  of  vice  as 
well  as  the  glorioufnefs  of  virtue,  and  I  have 
obferved  continually  that  when  a  man  lofes 
his  own  charafter,  though  the  law  of  the  land 
never  touch  him,  he  has  no  felf-refped,  and 
finks  lower  and  lower.  The  widow  woman 
at  H.  was  robbed  continually,  as  farmers  can 
be  robbed,  and  fhe  knew  it,  as  they  knew  it, 
but  the  offenders  were  never  brought  to 
juftice.  One  night,  three  and  twenty  years 
ago,  the  Parifh  Surgeon  had  to  attend  a  very 
bad  cafe,  and  more  than  once  had  to  be  at  the 
patient's  bedfide  after  dark, — and,  as  that 
portion  of  the  Parifh  was  not  far  from  the 
adjoining  town,  and  as  he  was  a  hale  man,  he 
ufed  to  walk  there,  ftaff  in  hand,  thus  giving 
his  horfe  and  man  reft.  On  the  night  in 
queftion  his  path  was  crofled  by  a  man  with 
a  fack  on  his   back,   but   who,   inftead  of 
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dodging,  evidently  wiftied  to  avoid  him, — and 
fo  they  paflecL  Within  a  fortnight  after, 
between  one  and  two  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
the  fame  man,  as  he  thought,  with  a  like 
burden,  met  him  again,  and  again  they  paflecL 
This  ftruck  him  as  ftrange,  and  having  heard 
that  depredations  had  been  committed  on  the 
Widow, — the  circumftance  was  talked  of, — 
the  time  and  the  hour,  and  the  apparent  height 
of  the  man.  But,  by  degrees  the  fubjedt 
dropped.  Within,  however,  fifteen  months, 
one  man  worked  no  longer  on  the  farm, — he 
had  found  a  better  place,  and  he  wifhed  to 
better  himfelf.  But,  from  that  time  to  this, 
his  condition  has  rather  deteriorated  than  other- 
wife,  and  he  has  never  been  able  to  look  me 
in  the  face.  And  I  thought  again  of  the  great 
Satirift's  words, 

'  Exemplo  quodcunque  malo  eommittitur,  ipfi 
Difplket  audori.     Prima  eft  bate  ultioy  quodfe 
Ju&ce  nemo  nocetu  abfoltntur  :  ixnproba  quamvU 
Gratia  Jallaci  Pretoria  viccrit  urna.' " 

Some  time  after  I  had  read  this  ftory  in  the 
MS.  I  was  talking  with  the  old  Vicar  about 
it,  when  he  informed  me  that  he  had  picked 
up  two  of  the  ftories  which  had  attrafted  my 
notice  on  a  tour  he  made  years  ago  in  the 
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North  of  England  and  Scotland, — and  he 
added,  <c  There  is  another  fomewhere  in  the 
heap  which  is  well  worth  your  reading,  as  it 
ftiows  entirely  what  a  low  and  grovelling  vice 
Avarice  is,  and  how,  under  circumftances,  it 
may  lead,  whether  to  thieving  or  to  forgery, 
to  robbery  and  to  death.  While  I  rummage 
amongft  the  papers  which  our  good  Mamma 
(as  we  call  her)  has  muddled^  and  will  be  very 
irate  for  our  venturing  to  fay  fo,  you  may 
read  over  Spenfer's  glorious  ftanzas  by  way  of 
Introdu&ion.  No  mean  mafter  was  he  in 
his  craft ! "    And  I  read  accordingly. 


"  And  greedy  Avarice  by  him  did  ride, 
Upon  a  camel  loaden  all  with  gold  : 
Two  iron  coffers  hung  on  either  fide, 
With  precious  metal  full  as  they  might  hold $ 
And  in  his  lap  a  heap  of  coine  he  told  t 
For  of  his  wicked  pelf  his  god  he  made 
And  unto  hell  himfelf  for  money  fold : 
Accurfed  ufury  was  all  his  trade  j 
And  right  and  wrong  ylike  in  equall  ballaunce  waide. 

"  His  life  was  nigh  unto  death's  door  yplafte ; 

And  thred-bare  cote,  and  cobled  fhoes,  hee  ware  j 
Ne  fcarce  good  morfel  all  his  life  did  tafte  $ 
And  both  from  back  and  belly  ftill  did  fpare, 
To  fill  his  bags,  and  richeffe  to  comparre  j 
Yet  childe  ne  kinfman  living  had  he  none 
To  leave  them  to  j  but  thorough  daily  care 
To  get,  and  nightly  fear  to  lofe  his  owne 
He  led  a  wretched  lift,  unto  himfelfe  unknowne. 
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"  Moft  wretched  wight,  whom  nothing  might  fuffice  j 
Whofe  greedy  loft  did  lacke  in  greateft  ftore  j 
Whofe  need  had  end,  but  no  end  covetifej 
Whofe  welth  was  want  $  whofe  plenty  made  him  pore  j 
A  vile  difeafe  5  and  eke  in  foote  and  hande 
A  grieTout  gout  tormented  him  full  fore  j 
That  well  he  could  not  touch,  nor  goe,  nor  ftand  t 
Such  one  was  Ayarice,  the  fourth  of  this  fair  band  ! " 

I  had  fcarcely  finished  reading  the  ftanzas, 
when  my  old  friend  exclaimed  "EYPHKA,  and 
I  fay  it  intentionally,  becaufe  when  my  better 
half  has  put  things  to  rights,  it  requires  an 
CEdipus  to  find  them, — fhe  is  fo  careful ! " 
He  then  produced  the  ftory,  written  on  half  a 
dozen  fcraps  of  paper,  and  pinned  together 
with  an  old  black  pin.     It  was  entitled, 

Betty  Yewdale's  Story  of  the  Stain- 
moor  Robbery. 

"  On  one  of  the  wildeft  parts  of  that  moft 
wild  and  dreary  wafte  called  Stainmoor,  in 
Weftmoreland,  there  lived  in  a  lone  cottage 
a  poor  Widow.  She  had  no  means  of  fupport 
but  one  folitary  cow,  and  no  friends,  no 
neighbours,  near  her.  Only  her  landlord, 
who  kept  a  miferable  public-houfe  on  the 
Moor,  lived  within  a  reafonable  diftance  of 
her  cottage,  and  he  was  a  hard  man,  more  to 
be  feared  than  liked.      She  was  behindhand 
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with  her  rent  one  trying  winter,  and  went  to 
beg  of  him  to  be  kindly  patient  with  her, 
and  Vrait  for  better  times  to  demand  his  due. 
But  in  vain, — he  was  determined  to  be  paid, 
— fhe  muft  fell  that,  and  give  him  his  due, — 
he  would  buy  it, — and  though  it  was  her  only 
means  of  fupport,  there  could  be  but  that 
one  way  of  fatiffying  his  rapacity. 

"  Such  was  the  ftate  of  affairs, — and,  after 
waiting  a  while,  and  feeing  no  remedy,  fhe 
fold  the  cow, — paid  the  rent, — and  with  the 
furplus  money  returned  to  her  miferable  hut, 
which,  on  that  fame  winter's  evening,  fhe  had 
fcarcely  fhut  up,  and  retired  to  her  lonely 
fleeping-room,  when  fhe  was  aroufed  by  a 
loud  knocking  at  the  outer  door.  In  great 
alarm,  fhe  got  up,  and  afked,  'Who  was 
there  ? '  when  a  man's  voice  afked  admit- 
tance in  moft  urgent  terms,  and,  in  fad, 
infifted  on  the  doors  being  opened  to  him. 
c  Pray,  pray,  fpare  my  life,'  fhe  faid,  c  and  I 
will  give  you  all  I  have.'  'Nonfenfe/  faid 
the  ftranger,  €I  want  only  a  night's  lodging, — 
you  need  have  no  fear  of  mey  and  I  can  and 
will  pay  you  well.*  <  But,'  fhe  faid,  c  I  have 
but  one  bed,  the  one  I  have  juft  left.  There 
is  a   Public-houfe   on   the   moor  at  a  little 
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diftance,  there  you  can  be  comfortably  taken 
care  of/  €  No  matter/  faid  he,  €  for  that, — it 
is  in  this  houfe  I  want  to  lodge,  and  if  you 
do  not  mind  giving  up  your  bed  to  me,  I 
will  remunerate  you  fufficiently  in  the  morn- 
ing/ The  poor  old  woman,  in  fear  and 
trembling,  did  as  flie  was  bid,  and  as  indeed 
fhe  could  not  help  doing.  She  led  him  into 
her  little  room,  and  fat  in  the  outer  one, 
prepared  there  to  pafs  the  night  and  watch, — 
hopeleffly  watch  for  fome  chance  of  efcape 
from  the  machinations  of  this  awful  and 
myfterious  gueft.  Towards  the  middle  of 
the  night  fhe  heard  a  noife  at  the  window  of 
the  bedroom  where  the  ftrange  man  was 
lodged,  and  in  a  moment  after  he  appeared 
at  the  door  in  great  agitation.  To  go  down 
on  her  knees,  and  to  pray  for  her  life,  in  the 
poor  widow's  cafe,  was  the  work  of  an  inftant. 
She  thought  his  confederates  were  at  hand, 
and  that  her  laft  moment  was  arrived,  but 
to  her  much  furprife  the  ftranger  feemed 
fcarcely  lefs  alarmed  than  herfelf. 

"  It  was  a  time  of  dreadful  fufpenfe,  and 
fhe  felt  her  heart  thumping  againft  her  breaft. 
At  laft  the  gueft  fpoke  and  faid,  '  Be  filent 
for  your  life.     I  am  no  robber,  as  you  fup- 
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pofe,  but  I  much  fear,  my  poor  good  woman, 
I  have  brought  you  into  the  fame  danger  that 
threatens  my  own  life.  I  will,  however, 
defend  yours  with  my  own.  No  one  feeks 
your  money,  if  you  have  any ;  it  is  mine  they 
are  after,  and  here  I  thought  I  might  be  fafe.' 
Upon  this,  he  drew  forth  a  brace  of  piftols, 
and  as  they  then  heard  the  unmiftakeable 
found  of  a  perfon  entering  the  bedroom  by 
the  cafement,  he  fired  as  he  flood  in  the  door- 
way, and  they  both  heard  a  heavy  groan*  and 
the  fall  of  a  body. 

"  After  a  little  time  had  elapfed,  in  breath- 
lefs  terror,  they  ventured  to  reconnoitre,  and 
found  that  in  truth  the  window  had  been 
forced,  and  the  body  of  a  man  lay  dead  out- 
fide.  cAnd,  Bairns,  Bairns/  exclaimed  old 
Betty  Yewdale,  'whae's  d'ye  think  it  waur?' 
It  was  the  landlord's,  who,  after  receiving  the 
rent,  thought  nothing  of  obtaining  the  re- 
mainder of  the  money  he  had  paid  for  the 
widow's  cow,  which  he  knew  muft  be  in  the 
cottage,  by  robbery  and  perhaps  murder ! 

"  As  for  the  ftranger,  his  account  of  him- 
felf  was,  that,  returning  from  a  Fair  at  Brough 
(probably  Brough  Hill  Fair)  with  a  large 
amount  of  money  on  his  perfon,  which  he  had 
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received  for  a  drove  of  cattle  he  had  fold  *, 
and  which  he  was  known  to  have  about  him, 
and  being  dodged  by  perfons  he  had  reafons 
to  fear,  he  had  chofen  the  widow's  hut  as  an 
unlikely  place  to  be  tracked  to,  and  thus,  by 
his  unexpe&ed  prefence,  had  faved  her  life, 
while  he  baffled  his  own  purfuers." 

Such  is  the  ftory  of  L'Avare !  and  attached 
to  it  were  the  following  fentences  written  in  a 
different  hand, — the  hand  of  the  perfon  to 
whom  old  Betty  Yewdale  had  told  the  ftory. 
"  I  underftood  that  the  body  of  the  landlord 


1  This  was  Brough  under  Stainmoor — the  Roman  Vcrter*ox  Ft t iris. 
Its  cattle  fairs  have  long  been  notorious,  and  within  the  recollection 
of  many  frill  living,  people  were  fent  there  to  learn  to  knit.  All 
readers  of  Southey  know  his  Ballad  of  Brough  Bells  and  the  aiming  of 
BrunHuirs  cattle,  which  he  fold  at  the  Fair,  and  from  the  profits  of 
which  thofe  Bells  were  caft. 

" 'Then  ihall  the  herd,*  John  Brunfkill  cried, 
*  From  yon  dumb  fteeple  cruney 
And  thou  and  I  on  this  hill-fide 
Will  liften  to  their  tune. 

"  '  So,  while  the  merry  bells  of  Brough 
For  many  an  age  nng  on, 
John  Brunfkill  will  remembered  be, 
When  he  is  dead  and  gone ; 

"  '  As  one  who  in  his  latter  years, 
Contented  with  enough, 
Gave  freely  what  he  well  could  {pare 
To  buy  the  bells  of  Brough. 

" '  Thus  it  hath  proved,  three  hundred  years 
Since  then  have  paft  away, 
And  BrunfkilTs  is  a  living  name 
Among  us  to  this  day.*  *' 
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upon  being  carried  home  to  his  houfe  was 
decently  interred,  without  queftion  or  demur. 
Such  was  the  ftate  of  things  in  thofe  days ; — 
and  the  old  woman  who  told  me  the  ftory 
lived  then  clofe-  by,  and  feemed  to  think 
nothing  of  this  part  of  it.  I  fhould  think  it 
muft  have  happened  now  about  ninety  years 
ago,  as  far  as  I  recolledt  the  age  of  my  in- 
formant.    E.  M.  S." 

The  narrative  bears  the  (lamp  of  reality 
upon  it  in  every  line,  and  attefts  the  truth  of 
Holy  Writ,  ftill  declaring  the  Cf  love  of  money  " 
to  be  "  the  root  of  all  evil"  Whereas  money 
in  itfelf,  and  in  the  hands  of  faithful  men,  like 
as  was  Abraham,  redounds  to  the  profit  of 
thoufands  upon  thoufands.  And  as  I  thought 
upon  this,  and  watched  the  old  Vicar  who  was 
bufy  upon  fome  Parifh  Accounts,  I  ventured 
to  fay  to  him  that  I  thought  Chaucer's  lines 
on  Covettfe,  even  more  to  the  purpofe  than 
thofe  of  Spenfer  upon  Avarice, — and  I  did 
even  venture  to  aflert  that  I  thought  Chaucer's 
defcription  of  Avarice  equal  to  Spenfer's.  He 
replied  at  once,  "  That  the  old  poets"  had  the 
fame  originals  before  them,  and  worked 
according  to  their  abilities  on  the  Deadly  Sins, 
— adding  that  in  thofe  days  they  had  fins  and 
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Jacraments  wrought  upon  great  Dutch  plates, 
and  that  if  the  people  did  not  know,  or  com- 
prehend the  verfe,  they  did  Plates  and 
Pi&ures, — a  fmall  faft  which  the  Romanifts 
took  good  care  to  ufe  up." 

In  turning  to  Chaucer's  Romaunt  of  the 
Rofe,  where  the  defcription  occurs,  I  thought 
how  my  dear  friend  Henry  Wheaton  and  I, 
in  old  days  at  Copenhagen ',  furrounded  by  all 
the  literati  of  that  moft  hofpitable  city,  had 
ftudied  together  the  very  different  poem,  Le 
Roman  de  Rofe,  and  the  Saga-bibliothek>  as  we 
delved  into  the  Hiftory  of  the  Northmen. — 
Peace  be  to  thofe  that  remain  behind  in  the 
regions  of  the  far  Weft  !  My  mufings  were 
broken  by  the  volume's  being  put  in  my  hands 
with  the  injun&ion,  "  Read  on."  And  a  very 
readable  volume  it  was, — Pickering's  Edition, 
with  Life  by  the  late  Sir  Harry  Nicolas. 

"And1  next  was  painted  Covins* 
That  eggeth  folk  in  many  a  guife, 
To  take,  and  yeve  right  nought  again, 
And  great  treafonres  up  to  laine. 

And  that  is  the  that  for  ufure 
Leneth  to  many  a  creature, 


1  The  American  Envoy  at  this  Court — the  Author  of  '*  International 
Law,"  Sec  &c.  A  Memoir  of  his  gifted  Ton  Robert — who  died,  9th 
0€L  1851, — was  published  at  Bofton  in  1854.  He  had  fat  upon  my 
knee, — and  his  fitter  vifited  me  here  a- year  ago ! 
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The  laflc  for  the  more  winning, 
So  covetous  is  her  brenning, 
And  that  is  (he  for  pennies  fele 
That  teacheth  lor  to  robbe  and  ftele 
Thefe  thieves,  and  thefe  fmall  harlotes, 
And  that  is  routhe,  for  by  her  throtes 
Full  many  one  hongeth  at  the  laft : 
She  maketh  foike  compare  and  caft 
To  taken  other  iblkes  thing 
Through  robberie,  or  mifcovering. 
And  that  is  (he  that  maketh  treachours, 
And  Jhe  maketh  ftlfe  pleafours, 
That  with  her  termes  and  her  domes, 
Done  maidens,  children,  and  eke  gromes, 
Her  heritage  to  forego : 
Full  crooked  were  her  handes  two, 
For  covetifejis  ever  woode, 
To  gripen  other  folkes  goode. 
Covedfe  for  her  winning, 
Full  lefe  hath  other  mennes  thing." 

It  fo  chanced  that  when  this  little  difcuffion 
was  over  about  Chaucer  and  Spenfer,  (as 
may  be  colle&ed  from  what  has  been  before 
faid  he  was  vaftly  fond  of  Spenfer,)  my  old 
friend  was  called  out  to  vifit  Etty  Balguy,  a 
great  invalid.  She  might  be  fome  thirty  or 
thirty-five  years  of  age, — and  was  a  very 
fenfible,  excellent  perfon,  with  great  command 
over  herfelf.  And  very  fortunate  was  it  that 
her  mind  was  fo  conftituted,  and  that  fhe  was 
imbued  with  a  deep  fenfe  of  religion;  for,  more 
than  a  year  now,  after  a  fevere  illnefs,  fhe  had 
become  fubjeft   to  phantqfmatay   or  fpe&ral 
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delufions.  At  firft  fhe  was  very  much 
alarmed,  and  fent  at  once  for  the  old  Vicar. 
She  told  him  that  different  people  of  her 
acquaintance, — fome  living,  and  fome  dead, — 
would  come  and  fit  by  her  bedfide,  or  on  the 
end  of  the  bed, — would  crofs  and  recrofs  the 
room, — would  open  and  fhut  the  doors  noife- 
leflly,  and  ail  this  without  fpeaking.  At 
other  times  fhe  would  fee. a  black  dog  jump 
into  the  potato-plot,  and  jump  out  again,  and 
difappear  at  once.  Occasionally,  as  it  were, 
fwarms  of  bees  and  flies  would  flit  before  her 
eyes, — whilft  fhe  was  quite  fure  that  there  was 
nothing  there  at  all  in  reality.  The  medical  man 
at  once  pronounced  the  ftomach  and  the  digef- 
tive  organs  to  be  entirely  wrong,  by  the  mufde 
volit antes,  as  they  are  technically  called ; — and 
he  had,  of  courfe,  to  fear  fome  little  diforgani- 
zation  of  the  brain.  He  was,  however,  hope- 
ful about  the  cafe,  as  Etty's  was  a  thoroughly 
well-balanced  mind, — deeply  religious,  as  I 
faid,  without  being  fuperftitious.  It  was,  in 
fad,  one  of  thofe  cafes,  not  common,  but 
fufficiently  fo,  to  fall  within  the  range  of  many 
medical  men's  experience. 

My  old  friend  was  engaged  fome  time  with 
his  fick  Parifhioner,  and  told  me  the  above 
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and  many  more  ftrange  hallucinations, — very 
curious  to  the  initiated,  and  to  the  uninitiated 
(imply  marvellous.  And  I  may  add  here,  by 
anticipation,  that  on  patting  the  cottage  many 
years  afterwards,  and  afking  after  the  inmate 
of  bygone  days,  he  told  me  that  the  medical 
man,  Dr.  G.,  was  right  in  his  view  of  her 
cafe.  "  The  even  temper  of  her  life,  and  her 
plain,  unpretending  faith  bore  her  through, — 
and  fhe  is  now  living  in  a  diftant  county, 
where  fhe  married  a  young  farmer,  has  a 
family,  and  is  greatly  refpe&ed.  One,"  he 
added,  "  was  fhe,  who  might  well  have  made 
ufe  of  the  ftanzas  in  Mifs  Pro&or's  Phantoms, 

*  Back,  ye  Phantoms  of  the  Paft ; 
In  your  dreary  caves  remain  : 
What  have  I  to  do  with  memories 
Of  a  long-forgotten  pain  ? 

'  For  my  prefent  is  all  peaceful, 

And  my  future  nobly  planned  j  | 

Long  ago  time's  mighty  billows 

Swept  your  fbotfteps  from  the  fand.' "  1 

But,  as  might  be  feen  by  the  quotation  ! 
from  "  Legends  and  Lyrics,  A  Book  of  Verfes  \ 
by  Mifs  Adelaide  Anne  Pro&or,"  the  above  j 
remarks  relating  to  Etty  Balguy,  were  of  a  | 
very  recent  date.  At  the  real  time  referred 
to,  the  old  Vicar  turned  over  fome  pages  of  | 
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the  MS.  above  alluded  to,  and  faid,  "  Here 
are  two  Stories  worth  your  reading  on  this 
fubjeft.  I  feem  to  have  known  them  a  very 
long  time,  and  yet,  to  the  beft  of  my  remem- 
brance, I  never  faw  them  in  print.  I  wifh  I 
could  remember  another  which  the  kind- 
hearted  Bifhop  Shuttleworth — with  whom  as 
with  his  predeceffor,  Bifhop  Otter,  I  lived  in 
pleafant  communion, — good  pleafant  men  you 
could  truft — ufed  to  tell  when  Warden  of 
New  College, — it  was  a  feafaring  ftory,  and 
I  have  forgotten  the  particulars.  How  foon 
the  pith  of  a  ftory  pafTes  one  by ! 

'Labitor  occulte,  fcllitque  yoUoIU  artas, 
Et  nihil  eft  annis  vclociua.'  " 

He  quoted  the  lines  from  the  Metamorphofes 
with  the  thoughtfidnefs  of  age, — but  there 
was  a  frefhnefs  in  the  recital  which  did  one 
good!  And  when  I  have  heard  my  old 
friend  tell  his  ftories,  I  have  conftantly  thought 
with  Sir  P.  Sidney,  "  He  cometh  unto  you 
with  a  tale  which  holdeth  children  from  play, 
and  old  men  from  the  chimney  corner  :  and, 
pretending  no  more,  doth  intend  the  winning 
of  the  mind  from  wickednefs  to  virtue ;  even 
as  the  child  is  often  brought  to  take  moft 
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wholefome  things,  by  hiding  them  in  fuch 
other  as  have  a  pleafant  tafte :  which,  if  one 
fhould  begin  to  tell  them  the  nature  of  the 
aloes  or  rhubarbarum  they  (hould  receive, 
would  {boner  take '  their  phyfic  at  their  ears 
than  at  their  mouth." 

The  firft  ftory  marked  off  was 

The  Ghost  Story. 

"An  old  gentleman  lay  at  the  point  of 
death.  He  was  bedridden,  and  had  watchers 
with  him  night  and  day,  and  it  was  only  a 
wonder  that  he  continued  to  linger  fo  long. 
He  had  a  nephew  refiding  at  the  diftance  of 
about  four  miles  from  him,  and  as  he  was 
conftantly  going  backwards  and  forwards,  and 
looking  after  his  uncle  and  his  affairs,  it  was 
not  at  all  remarkable  that  he  fhould  dream 
about  him.  But,  one  morning,  about  four 
o'clock,  he  faw  fo  very  plainly  his  uncle  enter 
his  bedroom  by  the  door,  and  crofs  the  room, 
paffing  by  the  bed's  foot,  and  enter  a  clofet 
at  the  oppofite  end,  that  he  could  not  perfuade 
himfelf  it  could  be  a  dream,  and  to  jump  out 
of  bed,  and  enter  the  clofet,  and  call  his  uncle 
was  the  work  of  a  moment.  No  one  was 
there,  no  found  to  be  heard.     There  was  no 
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outlet  to  the  clofet,  and  therefore  it  was  im- 
poflible  any  one  could  have  pafled  through 
the  ropm.  All  this  ftruck  the  young  man  as 
being  very  ftrange,  and  being  fomewhat 
fuperftitious  he  perfuaded  himfelf  that  it  was 
the  apparition  of  his  uncle  he  had  feen  at  the 
minute  of  his  difiblution.  He  therefore 
dreffed  himfelf  hurriedly,  mounted  his  horie, 
and  galloped  as  quickly  as  he  could  to  his 
uncle's  houfe.  His  firft  queftion  upon  reach- 
ing it  being,  'At  what  time  his  death  had 
occurred ?'  ' Death ! '  was  the  reply  in  fome 
aftonifhment,  'he  is  alive,  and  much  as  he 
has  been/  Well,  as  might  be  fuppofed,  he 
felt  fomewhat  nervous,  but,  as  he  was  there,  he 
went  up  to  his  uncle's  room  to  afk  how  he  felt 
himfelf?  'Good  morning,  uncle/  faid  he. 
'Good  morning,  indeed!  nephew/  faid  the 
uncle  with  a  moft  curious  expreffion  of  eye, 
'this  is  not  the  firft  time  I  have  feen  you  to- 
day !'  The  old  man  died  that  feme  evening. 
It  is  needlefs  to  add  that  the  invalid  had  never 
left  his  bed,  or  for  a  minute  been  loft  fight  of." 
"  Certes,"  faid  I,  on  completing  the  perufal 
of  it, "  a  very  extraordinary  ftory,  and  coming 
entirely  under  the  head  of  the  Homeric  vticpiov 
u$t*>\a  KaftovTwv, — fhapesof  difembodied  (pints. 
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But  the  mind  has  its  phantoms  and  its  phan- 
tafies,  and  fometimes  the  ftrongeft  bodies  are 
fubjedt  to  fenfations  which  they  marvel  at. 
Even  your  favourite  Adam  Bede  had  to  fight 
his  inner  battle  before  he  could  fay,  'It's  no 
ufe  flaring  about  to  catch  fight  of  a  found. 
May  be  there's  a  world  about  us  we  can't  fee, 
but  the  ear's  quicker  than  the  eye,  and  catches 
a  found  from  it  now  and  then.  Some  people 
think  they  get  a  fight  on't  too,  but  they're 
moftly  folks  whofe  eyes  are  not  much  ufe  to 
'em  at  any  thing  elfe.  For  my  part  I  think 
it's  better  to  fee  when  your  perpendicular's 
true,  th^n  to  fee  a  ghoft.' "  Cf  The  chara&er 
of  Adam,"  he  continued,  "  is  finely  drawn, 
but  the  willow-found  touched  even  his  ftrong, 
rough-hewn  fenfe!  Here,  however,  is  the 
other  ftory  which  I  mentioned,  and  you  can 
run  it  over  whilft  I  am  examining  this  column 
of  the  Clothing  Club."  I  turned  to  the  MS., 
and  found  two  or  three  headings  to  it  erafed, 
fuch  as,  "Spe&ray — Spe&ral  delufions, — Phan- 
tqfmatay  Dreams,  &c.  &c."  The  one  left  at 
laft  was 

The  Phantom  Dream. 

"  I  fuppofe  it  was  towards  the  end  of  the 
laft  century  that  the  circumftances  occurred 
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which  I  am  about  to  relate.  The  parties," 
continues  the  narrator,  "were  of  undoubted 
refpeftability,  and  entitled  to  every  credit. 
They  were  acquaintances  or  friends  of  the  late 
Mrs.  Hannah  More,  to  whom  every  par- 
ticular was  made  known  as  it  occurred. 

"A  young  Gentleman,  name  unknown, 
refided  with  his  widowed  mother  and  two 
lifters  in  the  near  neighbourhood  of  BriftoL 
He  was  in  eafy  circumftances,  refpedted, — 
well  in  fad;  to  do  in  the  world, — and  more- 
over engaged  to  be  married  very  fliortly. 
Under  fuch  a  ftate  of  things  there  was  nothing 
likely  to  be  preying  upon  his  mind, — but  he 
was  of  rather  delicate  health,  and  nervous 
temperament.  One  morning  he  came  down 
to  breakfaft  looking  pale,  ill,  and  altogether 
much  agitated.  His  mother  and  fitters 
anxiouily  and  eagerly  inquired  the  caufe.  At 
firft  he  aflured  them  that  nothing  was  the 
matter,  but  upon  his  mother's  more  urgently 
prefling  him,  he  confefled  that  he  had  had  a 
dream  which  difturbed  and  troubled  him. 
I  ought  to  have  ftated  that  he  held  fome 
pofition  in  the  Cathedral,  —  was  a  Minor 
Canon,  or  fomething  of  that  fort, — and  he 
faid   'that  he  had   dreamed  he  was  in  the 
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Veftry  there,  and  looking  over  the  Regifter, 
when,  lateft  among  the  entries  of  Burial,  he 
had  read  his  own  name,  age,  and  all  correct. 
There  was  no  miftake,  the  writing  was  all 
clear,  frefh,  and  legible/ 

"Well,  they  laughed  at  him,  and  rallied 
him,  and  though  he  was  evidently  much  im- 
preffed  with  what  he  had  feen,  after  the  lapfe 
of  a  day  or  two  he  (hook  off  his  dejection, 
and  was  the  fame  as  ever.  Then  again  he 
appeared  a  fecond  time  at  the  breakfaft  table 
in  the  fame  ftate  of  nervoufnefs,— only  this 
time  worfe  than  be^pre.  Again  he  was  prefied, 
and  again  it  was  a  dream  that  troubled  him. 
'He  had  been  walking,'  he  faid,  'over  the 
Cathedral  with  fome  one,  and  they  had  been 
furprifed  by  the  fight  of  a  new  monument 
in  a  moft  out-of-the-way  and  unufual  place, — 
over  the  Veftry  door, — they  flopped  to  read 
it — it  was  his  own ! ' 

"This  time  it  was  a  worfe  matter  than 
before  to  conquer  his  nervous  anxiety, — but 
juft  as  the  family  thought  him  ftiaking  off  the 
effe&s  of  this  fecond  dream,  he  one  evening 
rufhed  into  the  houfe  in  a  ftate  bordering 
upon  frenzy,  and  calling  out,  c  Where  is  it  ? 
Where  are  they  ?     What  have  they  done  with 
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it?'  dropped  down  in  fheer  exhauftion  and 
terror. 

<c  As  foon  as  he  could  anfwer  their  queftions 
he  told  them  c  that  there  were  at  that  moment 
in  the  houfe  two  men  with  a  coffin, — a  moft  re- 
markable one,  covered  with  red  morocco >,  thickly 
ftudded  with  brafs  nails,  and  with  his  name  on 
it, — that  they  had  entered  the  door  the  moment 
before  himfelf,  and  brufhed  by  him  in  the 
lane  as  he  ftood  againft  the  wall  to  allow  them 
with  their  ghaftly  burden  to  pafs,  when  he 
had  diftinftly  feen  that  the  coffin  was  meant  for 
himfelf,  and  fo  purfued  them  into  the  houfe/ 

cc  No  fuch  perfons  could  be  found,  or  heard 
of.  *Hofuch  coffin  had  been  made.  It  was 
quite  light  in  a  fummer  evening  and  a  public 
road.  No  foul  but  himfelf  had  feen  the  men 
or  the  coffin, — much  lefs  touched  it :  it  feemed 
altogether  a  delufion  of  the  brain.  However, 
as  he  prefled  it,  every  means  was  taken  by  his 
family,  and  large  rewards  offered  for  any 
information,  as  they  rightly  thought  reafon 
and  life  depended  upon  difpelling  the  halluci- 
nation. It  was  not  to  be !  From  the  bed  to 
which  they  carried  him  he  never  rofe  again. 
A  few  days  only  of  feverous  excitement 
elapfed,  and  he  was  dead ! 
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"The  family  in  their  deep  diftrefs  could 
attend  to  no  matters  of  bufinefs  or  money. 
The  undertaker  to  whom  the  Funeral  was 
entrufted  fent  home  the  moil  expenfive  coffin 
for  his  own  fordid  ends, — but  it  was  (ftrange 
to  fay)  covered  with  red  morocco,  and  ftudded 
all  over  with  brafs  nails,  the  name  of  courfe 
being  confpicuous  among  them.  This  might 
have  been  the  working  out  of  the  Delufion  *, 
from  its  coming  to  the  ears  of  thofe  among 
whom  previous  inquiry  had  been  made.  But, 
the  faft  of  the  Monument  needed  further  inter- 
pretation, for  the  Clergy  belonging  to  the 
Cathedral,  wifhing  to  fliow  every  refpe<ft, 
without  confulting  the  family  of  the  deceased, 
refolved  to  putx  up  a  tablet  to  his  memory, 
and  to  their  intenfe  furprife  his  friends  moft 
unexpectedly  found  a  monument  erefted  in 
the  very  unufual  place  he  had  defcribed  as  its 
fituation  in  his  dream." 

On  laying  down  the  MS.  the  Old  Vicar 
afked,  <c  What  think  you  of  the  ftory  of  the 
Phantom  Dream  ?— remarkable,  is  it  not? — 
quite  equal  to  the  Ghost  Story  ! " — Suddenly  I 

1  "  Sic  pan  acgra  hominia  trahit  ad  contagia  fanum 
Corpus;  et,  exigui  quamvis  difcriminc  membri, 
Tota  per  innumerot  artut  compago  vacillat.** 

Ausonius,  Epift.  xxiy.  »8,  &c. 
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was  about  to  anfaer,  in  the  words  of  Hamlet, 

*'  There  are  more  things  in  heaven  and  earth,  Horatio, 
Than  are  dreamt  of  in  your  philofbphy  j  ** 

when  I  checked  myfelf  in  hafte,  for  my  old 
Friend  was  a  Chriftian  Philofbpher,  in  whofe 
heart  the  love  of  God,  and  the  love  of  his 
neighbour,  was  alive  and  quick.  And  I  was 
glad  I  ftayed  my  hafty  words,  for  he  con- 
tinued, as  though  in  anfwer  to  his  own  ques- 
tion, "-Whenever  I  read  of  fuch  things,  I 
analyze  the  human  mind,  which,  under  certain 
phafes,  is  open  to  the  voice  from  behind  and 
is  far  removed  from  Superftition,  and  I  fall 
back  upon  the  Pfalmift's  words, 

*  I  WILL  THANK  THE  LoiD  FOE  CITING  MX  WASHING.' 

Even  yet,  as  it  is  in  the  book  of  Job,  God 
{peaks  to  us  in  many  ways,  c  in  a  dream,  in 
a  vifion  of  the  night,  when  deep  Jleep  falleth  upon 
men,  in Jlumberings  upon  the  bed1,*  and  if  they 
liften,  it  is  for  their  good ; — if  they  fhut  their 
ears,  it  is  to  their  lofs  and  damage.  But 
fuch  intelligence  is  as  far  removed  from  grovel- 
ling Superftition,  as  true  religion  and  piety  is 
from  bigotry,  which  clofes  all  the  fenfes,  and 

1  The  collegian  in  Peckwater  who  dreamt  of  his  brother's  death, 
whom  he  greatly  loved,  over  and  over  again,  and  was  ib  prepared  for 
it,  never  forgot  the  lines  of  Propertius, 

M  Nee  tu  fperne  piis  venientia  {omnia  ports, 
Cum  pia  venernnt  fomnia,  pondus  habent" 

lib.  V.  vii.  87. 
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not  unfrequently  runs  into  profanenefs.  Both 
the  ftories  you  have  juft  read  are  eafily 
brought  within  proper  limits,  and  within  the 
boundaries  of  reafon, — but  all  the  parties,  as 
individuals,  were  not  under  the  influence  of 
reafon, — in  both  cafes  there  was  great  excite- 
ment, and  in  one  brain  fever  without  a  doubt. 
But,  I  don't  wifh  to  look  into  fuch  things  too 
clofely,  and  to  be  too  wife.  I  have  feen  many 
ftrange  things  in  my  time,  and  I  gave  myfelf 
to  prayer,  and  I  faid,  God  knoweth  !  and 
this  He  has  given  me  to  know,  that  of  all 
mental  drugs  and  anodynes  Superftition  is  the 
worft!  As  it  weakens  the  body,  fo  does  it 
enthral  the  mind,  and,  after  a  while,  the 
reafonable  foul  can  hardly  be  faid  to  fubfift. 
Superftition's  bondfman  has  ufually  faid  fare- 
well to 

'  Deliberation,  the  fours  waiy  fcout' 

But  in  thefe  remarks  I  am  fpeaking  of  gro- 
velling Superftition, — not  of  the  Superftitions 
of  the  People,  which  are  common  enough, — 
more  commonly  coupled  with  ignorance, — but 
not  unfrequently  biafling,  in  a  moderate  fenfe, 
the  educated  alfo.  Of  thefe  we  may  fpeak  in 
another  chapter,  when  we  come  to  confider 
how  ignorance  is   fure   to  be   correfted  by 
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education,  provided  people  do  not  run  into 
the  fatal  error  of  confounding  it  with  the 
grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  which  does 
not  neceflarily  accompany  it.  There  are 
fome  lines  in  the  c  Schoole  of  Fancie,'  which 
may  be  applied  to  what  we  have  been  fpeaking 
of, — and  the  general  bent  of  men's  minds 
towards  the  Superftitions  of  the  Vulgar. 

'  Now,  by  my  troth,  I  cannot  choofc  but  fmile, 

To  fee  the  fbolifh  bitter  of  Fantafie, 
With  what  deceits  (he  doth  the  mind  beguile, 
As  pleafeth  beft  her  great  inconftande  j 
As  well  the  wifeft  as  the  foolUh  man, 
She  troableth,  I  tell  you,  now  and  than.* " 

And  thus  our  converfation  dropped.  But  I 
was  very  glad  to  hear  my  old  friend  fay  he 
pnrpofed  adverting  to  the  Superftitions  of  the 
People,  to  which  I  know  he  had  given  great 
attention,  and  many  of  which,  in  the  courfe  of 
years,  he  had  fuccefffully  oppofed,  though  I 
had  often  heard  him  fay  that,  "  Every  man's 
mind  had  an  out-of-the-way  hidden  corner, 
into  which  Superftition,  like  a  dirty  houfe- 
maid,  fwept  up  all  orts  and  fcraps." 

'Eirrjcrtiroi  <j>vouq  ra  cOiy,  laid  Galen.  In  St. 
Auguftine's  words, 

"  Non  enim  fruftra  confuetudo  quafi  fecunda 
et  quafi  affabricata  Natura  dicitur." 
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CHAPTER  XXL 

Stories  from  my  Pari/h  and  others  continued: 
Sorrow,  Need,  Sicknefs,  ©V .  ©V . 

"  Go  boldly  home,  and  let  thy  mind 
No  diftraftful  crofles  find, 
All  fhall  happen  for  the  beftj 
Souls  walk  through  forrows  that  are  blefled.** 

"  Sorrows  like  mowers  defcend,  and  as  the  heart 
For  them  prepares,  thy  good  or  ill  impart  J 
Some  on  the  mind,  as  on  the  ocean  rain, 
Fall  and  difturb,  but  foon  are  loft  again, — 
Some,  as  to  fertile  lands,  a  boon  beftow, 
And  feeds  that  elfe  had  perifhed,  live  and  grow : 
Some  fall  on  barren  foil,  and  thence  proceed 
The  idle  bloflbm,  and  the  ufelefs  weed.1* 

"  But  who  in  life  have  daily  learned  to  die, 
And  dead  to  this,  live  to  a  world  more  high, 
Sweetly  in  death  they  fleep,  and  numbering  quiet  lie.** 

"  He  that  governs  the  day  and  divides  the  hours,  hafrens  from  the 
eyes  and  obfervation  of  a  merry  finner  j  but  loves  to  ftand  ftill,  and 
behold,  and  tell  the  fighs,  and  number  the  groans,  and  fadly  delicious 
accents  of  a  grieved  penitent/* 

WAS  one  day  remarking  to  a, 
neighbour  that  there  was  fome- 
thing  far  above  the  common  run 
in  old  William  Overton's  cha- 
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rafter.  His  anfwer  was  fo  near  to  Shakipeare's 
words  that  I  ufc  them  for  it.  "  He  hath  a 
heart  as  found  as  a  bell,  and  his  tongue  is  the 
clapper :  for  what  his  heart  thinks,  his  tongue 
fpeaks."  A  pleafant  old  man  was  old  William 
in  all  the  relations  of  life, — no  eye-fervant  he, 
but  attached  to  his  mafter  and  his  mailer's 
houfe.  His  own  children  were  fcarcely  dearer 
to  him  than  thofe  whom  he  watched  at  play 
continually  on  the  lawn. 

It  muft  be  a  matter  of  great  distrefe  to  fuch 
a  fervant  of  a  houfehold  to  fee  the  utter  in- 
difference fome  fervants  have  to  their  matter's 
interefts.  For  example,  there  was  Dick 
Wimpole,  one  of  the  clevereft,  but  moft  un- 
principled fellows  in  the  country,— employed 
becaufe  his  old  father  had  lived  on  the  eftate 
from  his  childhood,  and  his  father  before  him, 
and  perhaps,  (it  muft  be  faid,)  becaufe  he 
could  turn  his  hands  to  what  no  one  elfe 
could, — yet,  from  Dick,  as  occafion  offered, 
nothing  was  fafe.  Drainer,  leveller,  tree- 
feller,  beater,  and  fifherman,  he  was  always 
ready  for  any  thing, — and  when  not  employed 
by  his  mafter,  he  was  employed  for  himfelf  in 
either  robbing  him  or  his  neighbours,  or 
plotting  to  do  fo.     No  fifti  were  fafe  in  the 
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ponds,  and  the  partridge  and  pheafant's  eggs 
which  he  provided  as  gamekeepers  ufed  to  do, 
he  contrived  to  bag  in  the  fhape  of  birds  full 
grown,  fo  that  the  fame  article  was  sold  twice 
over.  So  fharp  was  he  and  'cute,  (as  his 
neighbours  faid  fhrewdly,)  that  although  he 
was  fervedwith  many  notices,  I  never  recoiled 
him  to  have  been  dete&ed. 

"It  was  the  hardeft  thing  in  the  world," 
faid  old  William,  <c  to  have  to  live  near  that 
man.  I  once  recoiled  his  being  fent  to 
Warley  by  night  with  a  whole  bafketful  of 
little  tiny  tench  packed  in  mofs, — a  diftance 
of  fome  twenty  or  twenty-five  miles.  Off  he 
trudged,  and  he  and  the  gamekeeper  turned 
them  into  the  flew  early  in  the  morning 
before  Mr.  Davenport  was  up,  and  a  fimple 
fellow  that  gamekeeper  muft  have  been,  unlefs 
they  afted  in  concert,  for  the  next  year  the 
fry  were  juft  the  fame  fize,  as  Mr.  Davenport 
obferved  when  they  came  to  the  fides  of  the 
pool,  as  young  fifh  will,  and  although  he 
knew  tench  to  be  flow-growing  fifh,  he  could 
not  make  it  out,  and  fo  took  fome  of  them 
up  in  a  fine  landing-net.  They  all  turned 
out  to  be  pinks  or  minnows, — and  no  doubt 
Dick  had  contrived  to  fubftitute  the  one  for 
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the  other,  the  brook  at  that  time  being  fo  full 
of  minnows  that  the  gravelly  (hallows  were 
alive  with  them.  There  were  plenty  of  people 
who  dealt,  at  that  time,  in  carp  and  tench  fry, 
and  to  Shaw's  or  Smart's  no  doubt  Dick  took 
them.  I  never  could  abide  that  grey-eyed 
man,"  continued  old  William,  "and  yet  fo 
clever  was  he  that  he  could  outwit  us  all,  and 
his  mafters  too." 

I  well  recoiled  the  man,  forty  years  ago, 
and  the  only  pleafant  thing  about  him  was  the 
whiff  of  his  fhort  pipe  on  a  winter's  morning. 
Short  pipes  were  not  fo  common  then  as  now, 
neither  was  fmoking  fo  general,  and  you 
might  be  fure  you  were  in  the  wake  of  Dick, 
whatever  he  was  after,  or  wherever  he  was 
going.  Never  did  Dick  fay,  "Farewell  to 
Tobacco,"  and  continued  to  the  laft,  as  Charles 
Lamb  humoroufly  put  it,  in  his  own  perfon, 

"  An  unconquered  Canaanite." 

But  I  have  often  thought  of  what  old  William 
faid  about  living  near  to,  and  having  to  work 
near  to,  fuch  people,  and  I  muft  conclude  that 
the  cuftom  of  procuring  eggs  of  partridges 
and  pheafants,  without  afking  queftions,  is 
ruinous.    If  the  nobility  and  the  landed  gentry 
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could  borrow  one  from  another,  it  might  end 
in  no  harm, — but  the  prefent  (almoft  general) 
cuftom  leaves  a  blot  upon  the  gamekeeper's 
name,  and  he  is  not  alone  refponfible.  So 
that, 

"  Whilft  I  am  bound  to  wonder,  I  am  bound 
To  pity  too  j" 

and  I  have  conftantly  obferved  that  boys  in  a 
Parifh,  who  have  had  to  be  watchers  under 
gamekeepers,  or  helps,  habitually  turn  out 
very  flippery  fellows.  In  moft  inftances  a 
low  grade  of  morality  attaches  to  them  when 
they  become  men,  even  if  they  quit  their 
original  occupation,  which  they  rarely  do, 
becaufe  it  is  an  exciting  one.  A  painful  cafe 
I  have  in  my  mind's  eye  at  the  prefent 
moment,  and  I  fadly  fear  the  refults.  "I  am 
entirely  of  opinion  that  fporting  keeps  country 
people  together, — and  I  fhould  be  the  laft  to 
wifh  that  it  were  given  up, — but  living  hard 
upon  the  Downs,"  faid  the  old  Vicar,  "  I  wifh 
all  to  be  fair  and  above  board,  or  matters  will 
be  worfe  than  they  have  ever  yet  been,  for 

'  One  forrow  never  cornea,  but  brings  an  heir 
That  may  fucceed  as  his  inheritor.*  " 

This  converfation  led  to  the  ftory  of  Giles 
Duffer,  the  Poacher,  a  well-known  charafter, 
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who  ufed  to  crofs  this  diftrift  fome  twenty 
years  ago,  and  was  faid  to  have  killed  the  laft 
Dotterel  on  the  Storrington  Downs,  or  in 
thofe  parts. 

"  One,  were  he  well  examined,  and  made  looke 
His  name  in  his  own  PariJh,  and  chorch-booke, 
Could  hardly  prove  his  chriftendome." 

€€  I  remember  the  fellow  well,"  faid  the  old 
Vicar,  "and  he  was  a  fine  fpecimen  of  the 
animal  man,  though  gracelefs  as  an  untaught 
lavage,  and  utterly  recklefs  when  his  blood 
was  up.  I  had  often  heard  of  his  wild  feats 
and  efcapades,  and  being  one  day  at  P —  I 
afked  my  old  friend  there  for  fome  particulars 
of  his  life.  He  had  lived  there  many  years, 
and  knew  every  thing  and  every  body,  and 
told  me  how  fadly  he  had  been  difappointed 
in  the  youth's  career.  No  one  knows  where 
he  is  now, — after  that  fatal  fhot  he  contrived 
to  get  away,  and  his  family  were  thrown  on 
the  Parifh,— not  this  Parifh,"  he  added,  "  for 
though  he  came  as  a  child  to  my  fchool,  he 
belonged  to  another.  When  at  fchool  he  was 
by  no  means  a  vicious  boy, — was  never  in  the 
folks,  and  though  not  fond  of  his  book  was 
(harp  and  intelligent,  and  contrived  to  do 
very  well  for  one  in  his  pofition.     At  times, 
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however,  there  were  flafhes  of  anger  from  his 
dark  eyes  which  fhowed  that  a  pent-up  fire 
was  always  ready  to  blaze  out.  However,  he 
left  us  with,  if  not  credit,  yet  certainly  with 
no  difcredit  whatever.  Unluckily,  juft  at 
that  time,  Lord  E.'s  keeper  was  on  the  look 
out  for  a  boy,  and  he  caught  at  the  place, — 
for  bird's-nefting  had  been  quite  a  paflion 
with  him,  and  he  had  collefted  ftrings  of  eggs, 
and  he  loved  a  gun,  juft  as  an  incipient  Suflex 
waggoner  loves  to  drive  ftanding  upright  in 
his  cart  to  fhow  his  (kill. 

"  The  gamekeeper  to  whom  he  went  was  one 
of  the  clevereft  in  all  the  country, — could 
imitate  the  notes  of  almoft  all  birds, — it  was 
worth  while  to  fit  near  and  hear  him  take  off 
the  challenge  of  an  old  cock-pheafant, — the 
calls  of  the  partridge,— of  the  quail  efpecially, 
and  the  landrail.  No  Spanifh  quail-call  of 
ivory  and  green  leather, — not  even  Henry 
de  Grey's, — could  match  his  imitation.  Then 
again  he  could  rival  the  thin  wiry  fqueak 
of  the  weafel,  and  bark  like  a  fox, — and 
it  is  faid  that  he  has  waked  the  dormoufe 
from  his  fleep  before  his  time  by  taking 
off  his  little  hufky  bark,  or  fomething  very 
like  it,  which   few  have  heard,  except  thofe 
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who    have    lived    in   the  woods,   and  were 
obfervers  of  nature. 

"This  was  juft  the  man  to  command  the 
admiration  of  the  boy,  and  as  he  was  very 
(harp  naturally,  befides  being  ready  and 
willing,  (worfe  luck,)  the  gamekeeper  took  to 
him  marvelloufly,  and  as  he  quickly  grew  out 
of  the  boy  into  the  man,  he  was  taken  into 
the  under-keeper's  place,  when  the  latter 
was  advanced  to  be  full  keeper  at  Blackdown. 
In  this  fituation  he  remained  for  fome  time, 
and  after  a  while  married  one  of  the  niceft 
girls  in  the  neighbourhood, — little  Sufan 
Brown,  not  altogether  to  the  fatiffaftion  of 
her  parents,  who  did  not  quite  like  his  violence 
of  temper,  which  would  every  now  and  then 
burft  forth,  even  before  his  marriage.  But, 
as  there  was  no  further  caufe  of  objeftion  at 
that  time,  and  as  Giles  was  considered  one  of 
the  handfomeft  men  in  the  neighbourhood, 
and  the  beft  (hot,  things  took  their  courfe, 
and  three  children  were  born  whilft  he  remained 
in  his  place, — and  iweet  pretty  children  they 
were.  But,  after  a  time,  it  began  to  be  whif- 
pered  that  all  was  not  right, —that  the  old 
gamekeeper  could  not  keep  him  ftraight, 
though,  to  his  credit  be  it  faid,  he  tried  hard 
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to  do  fo.  His  wife  became  dejefted,— and 
did  not  look  the  bright  little  creature  fhe  ufed 
to  do, — and  the  home  and  the  children  all 
were  different.  Some  dark  fhadow  feemed  to 
envelope  them  all, — and  there  was  much  faid 
to  the  man's  difcredit,  though  not  openly. 
At  laft  the  blow  came,  and  Giles  loft  his 
fituation.  He  was  neverthelefs  treated  ten- 
derly,— and  it  was  suppofed  to  be  from  fome 
under-dealings  in  game  matters. 

"  For  a  while  after  this,  Giles,  who  was, 
as  I  faid,  a  clever  fellow,  and  could  turn  his 
hand  to  any  thing,  was  employed  as  what  is 
commonly  called  an  odd  man,  that  is  to  fay, 
irregularly.  And  fo  matters  went  on  for 
fome  time.  It  was  clear,  however,  that  he 
had  other  employments,  for  he  was  frequently 
abfent  days  together, — fometimes  weeks, — 
and  his  dog  and  his  gun  were  his  conftant 
companions.  Inquiries  were  made  as  to  his 
manner  of  life,  and  it  was  fufpe&ed  that  he  was 
implicated  with  a  well-known  gang  of  fmug- 
glers, — but  it  did  not  appear  to  be  the  fadt. 
What  tranfpired  was,  that  he  ranged  the  coun- 
try from  his  own  diftrift  as  far  as  Winchelfea, 
— for  although  not  taken,  he  was  known  to 
have  been  engaged  in  a  great  poaching  affray 
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near  Gueftling,  in  the  Afhburnham  preferves. 
After  this  he  was  very  clofely  watched, — and 
his  poor  wife  and  children  were  evidently  very 
much  diftrefled  at  times. 

"One  night,  or  rather,  between  one  and 
two  m  the  morning,  after  a  nine  days'  abfence, 
he  tapped  at  the  window  of  his  cottage,  and 
faid  in  hafte  to  his  wife,  as  fhe  opened  the 
door  in  affright,  c  I  muft  be  off- — they  are  on 
the  fcent — I  have  fhot  a  man,  I  fear,  but  I 
did  not  intend  it.'  On  hearing  the  words  fhe 
fainted,  and  he  caught  her  by  the  arm,  and 
kid  her  down.  Prefently  fhe  came  to  herfelf, 
— but  only  to  hear  him  fay,  c  Look  well  to 
the  children, — you  fhall  hear;'  and  he  left 
the  houfe  at  once, — never  to  be  feen  or  heard 
of  again. 

cc  Early  next  morning  two  policemen  were 
at  the  houfe, — and  the  poor  creature  in  her 
diftrefs,  and  to  fcreen  her  hufband,  denied 
having  feen  him,  as  well  as  all  knowledge  of 
his  courfe, — which  fhe  might  well  Tiave  done. 
It  was  their  duty,  they  faid,  to  fearch  the 
houfe,  and  they  did  fo  ineffectually,  but  they 
declared  he  muft  have  been  there,  as  the  dog 
was  in  the  out-houfe,  with  a  wound  in  his  leg, 
and  unable  therefore  to   follow  his  mafter. 
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Right  or  wrong,  they  were  juft  about  to  leave 
the  woman  in  purfuit,  when  one  of  them  faw 
a  rim  of  frefti  blood  round  the  fleeve  of  the 
poor  woman's  gown  which  fhe  had  pulled  on 
in  hafte,  and  faid  at  once,  f  How  came  this  ?  * 
She  anfwered  unguardedly,  c  I  fainted,  and  it 
muft  have  been  when  he  caught  me ! '  Clearly 
therefore  he  had  been  there,  and  the  hand  was 
blood-ftained — but  it  was  a  fatiffa&ion  to 
think  that  as  the  blood  was  frejh  it  muft  have 
been  the  poor  dog's.  No  doubt  the  wild  out- 
law had  patted  him,  and  with  a  laft  carefs,  had 
tried  to  (launch  the  blood. 

cf  What  the  man  faid  was  true,  as  it  turned 
out.  There  had  been  a  ftruggle,  (it  was  a  long 
way  off,  near  Falmer,)  and  his  gun  had  been 
wrenched  from  his  hand.  The  wounded  man 
always  admitted  this,  though  he  faid  that  Giles 
Duffer  wasn't  a  man  to  ftick  at  any  thing. 
He  was  ill  for  a  long  time,  but  the  ftiots  had 
only  cut  and  lacerated  the  mufcles  of  the  arm, 
and  he  recovered.  What  mifery  does  this 
Poaching  bring  about ! " 

cc  But  what  of  the  poor  woman  ?  "  I  afked : 
for  guilt  is  a  terrible  thing,  and  mufing  with 
myfelf  I  felt  thefe  lines  prefs  on  me  as  from  a 
galvanic  current ; 
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"  Sorrow  concealed,  like  an  oven  ftppp'd, 
Doth  burn  the  heart  to  cinders  where  it  it." 

"  I  mentioned  above,  he  was  never  heard  of 
more,  and  it  is  fuppofed  he  got  on  board  fome 
Smuggler's  lugger,  and  fo  fhipped  himfelf  off 
to  America,  or  Auftralia.  Likely  enough  he 
may  have  perifhed,  as  fo  many  did,  in  the 
firft  inftance,  at  the  diggings.  At  all  events, 
he  can  hardly  be  living,  as  he  would  have 
communicated  long  before  this  with  his  wife 
and  children,  of  whom,  wild  as  he  was,  he  was 
very  fond.  She,  poor  creature,  underwent 
the  ufual  examinations,  and  it  was  evident  ftie 
knew  no  more  than  ftie  faid.  The  only  great 
error  !  ftie  committed  was  the  lie  fhe  told  to 
fcreen  the  fugitive, — and  fome  good  angel 
dropped  a  tear  and  wafhed  that  out,  for  I  am 
told,  that  although  always  deje&ed,  and  never 
feen  to  {mile,  fhe  is  one  of  the  moft  refpe&able 
women  in  her  neighbourhood,  and  that  the 
children  are  all  out  and  doing  well."  And  as 
the  Old  Vicar  faid  God  careth  for  the 
Widow,  I  ventured  to  add, 


1  Without  wUhing  to  palliate  what  ii  wrong,  one  may  venture  to 
quote  the  lines  from  Brown's  Effay  on  Satire,  prefixed  to  Pope's : — 
"  Fair  in  defect,  and  amiably  wrong, 
Error  like  this  even  truth  can  fcarce  reprove; 
*Tis  almoft  virtue  when  it  flows  from  love.** 
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"Even  angels  paired  hulhed  by  the  weeper." 

It  was  on  another  occafion  that  my  old 
Friend  told  me  what  an  extraordinary  dog  it 
was  that  belonged  to  this  unfortunate  man, 
— fierce  as  a  lion,  or  gentle  as  a  lamb,  as  it 
might  be, — neither  pointer,  fetter,  lurcher, 
ipaniel,  nor  terrier, — but  fo  ftrongly  built, 
and  fo  fagacious, — fo  prudent,  (if  I  may  ufe  it 
of  a  dog  who  fyllogizes  only,  and  cannot 
reafoitj)  but  without  the  flighteft  dafh  of  the 
coward  in  him, — as  to  manage  a  whole  pack, 
or  all  the  dogs  in  a  ftreet.  "In  faft,"  he 
ufed  to  add,  "  he  was  diplomatift  and  warrior 
together ;  and  I  never  think  of  the  knowing 
creature  without  calling  to  mind  what  Luther, 
in  his  Table  Talk,  fays  of  a  dog  he  faw  at 
Lintz  in  Auftria.  cHe  was  taught/  fays 
the  great  Reformer,  cto  go  with  a  hand 
bafket  to  the  butcher's  ftiambles  for  meat; 
when  other  dogs  came  about  him,  and  fought 
to  take  the  meat  out  of  the  baiket,  he  fet  it 
down,  and  fought  luftily  with  them;  but 
when  he  faw  they  were  too  ftrong  for  him,  he 
himfelf  would  fnatch  out  the  firft  piece  of 
meat,  left  he  fhould  lofe  all/  " 

"  Our  Trap,"  interpofed  Nelly,  to  whom  I 
told  thefe  ftories,  "  had  fomething  in  him  of 
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both  thefe  dogs.  Don't  you  remember  how 
the  Butcher  ufed  to  try  and  bribe  him  by  bits 
of  meat,  and  how  he  eat  them,  and  then  flew 
at  the  Butcher  for  robbing  his  matter, — and 
how  he  fought  all  the  dogs  in  the  country, 
and  how  he  explained  to  all  the  dogs  in 
Worthing  that  the  great  wolf-dog  that  a  Mr. 
T.  had  was  a  coward,  by  rolling  him  over  in 
the  ftreet  and  beating  him ; — and  how,  for  all 
this,  he  ufed  to  go  up  to  the  fchool,  and  fit 
amongft  th$  children  waiting  at  the  door,  and 
talk  to  them  with  his  eyes, — and  then  how  he 
would  go  with  you  round  the  clafles  to  ex- 
amine the  children,  till  it  became  fo  ridiculous 
that  you  were  obliged  to  exclude  him,  upon 
which  he  got  up  outfide  on  the  window-fills 
and  took  his  part  in  the  proceeding,  difplay- 
ing  as  much  knowledge  as  one  of  her  Majefty's 
InipeAors,  who,  in  general,  know  nothing 
about  country  children,  but  only  frighten 
them,  which  Trap— a  very  wife  dog  was 
Trap  ! — never  did  ?  "  Upon  this  I  told  her 
how  once  in  Sutherlandfhire  Trap  pulled  down 
a  royal  ftag,  which  two  deer-hounds  were 
afraid  to  do, — poflibly,  by  the  way,  fhowing 
more  inftind,  for  the  deer  was  wounded,  and, 

"  Infbrced  flight  is  no  difgrace,  fuch  flyers  fight  againe," — 
H   2 
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how,  one  day,  when  his  matter  was  ill,  and 
could  not  go  out  with  his  party  deer-ftalk- 
ing,  Trap  thought  he  wasn't  very  well,  and  fo 
flopped  at  home  with  his  matter,  but  finding 
it  dull,  and  getting  rather  hungry,  he  ftarted 
to  forage  for  himfelf, — and  how  his  mailer  from 
the  window  faw  him  drag  a  fhoulder  of  venifbn 
up  the  garden,  and  bury  it,  and  then,  having 
fniffed  round  and  round  the  way  the  wind 
blew,  and  having  found  that  he  could  wind  it, 
took  it  up  again  and  buried  it  deeper,  and 
then  finding  that  he  himfelf  could  not  deteft 
it,  came  at  once  to  the  conclufion  that  the 
other  dogs,  when  they  came  home,  would  not 
be  able  to  do  fo.  There  never  was  fuch  a 
dog  as  Trap  !  He  ufed  to  fight  all  the  dogs 
round  till  it  was  quite  clear  he  was  mailer. 
"  Nothing  ever  beat  him,"  faid  Uncle  Edward, 
<c  but  one  old  ibw,  and  fhe  ufed  to  run  open- 
mouthed  at  him,  grunting  like  a  wild  boar 
in  a  jungle!" 

Conneded  with  what  was  above  faid  relative 
to  the  difappearance  of  Giles  Duffer  is  a 
curious  ftory,  which  fhows  how  ftories  are 
carried  about  a  country,  and  of  ho\v  very  few 
it  can  be  faid  that  they  are  fire-new  from  the 
mint,  or,  made  fpic-fpan,  on  the  gad.     One 
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j  day  as  we  were  looking  over  the  Sound  from 
I  Calmar  towards  Oland  a  Swede  made  ufe  of 
j  all  thefe  terms — and  I  infert  them  as  a  remi- 
'  nifcence. 

There  were  two  old  widows  who  lived  in 
thefe  parts — now  dead,  one  a  long  time  ago, 
'  and  one  more  recently, — and  good  old  fouls 
i  they  were.  The  one,  Widow  Jupp,  never 
i  ceafed  to  fpeak  till  her  dying  day  of  her  fon 
Solomon, — fo  wife  a  fon,  and  fo  good  to  her ; 
— the  other,  poor  old  Kitty  Street,  whofe 
running  curtfies  were  inimitable,  had  had  four 
fons  and  had  loft  them  all  at  fea,— one  of 
whom  feems  to  have  been  a  remarkable  youth, 
— "  O  he  was  a  werry — werry  janus l "  (a 
very  genius,)  fhe  would  fay  with  a  ihake  of 
her  head,  and  recount  how  he  was  noticed  by 
the  Minifter  that  was  in  thofe  days ; — thefe 
old  widows,  who  fpoke  in  moft  decided  terms 
of  the  wild  and  wicked  life  of  Giles  Duffer, 
who  was  well  known  in  the  village,  had  both 
come  to  the  conclufion  that  he  was  Spirited 
away.  An  old  woman,  who  came  from 
Warwick,  had  told  them  that  juft  the  fame 

1  The  South  Saxons  are  ftill  fond  of  the  tbganmathud  w  for  v.  It 
might  be  traced  even  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  c.  g.  VtHU—FeRu — Wight  I 
I  throw  out  this  confederation  for  the  learned  !  Profeflbr  Rask  and  I 
could  (mile  at  fuch  things !     Qmtut  compofui ! 
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thing  had  happened  there,  —  "  She  didn't 
know  the  perfon,"  ftie  faid,  "  but  thofe  were 
alive  that  did,  and  there  was  no  manner  of 
doubt  about  it."  She  was  a  regular  tramp 
of  the  old  School,  and  as  fuch  was  received  by 
the  old  widows  in  her  rounds.  Newfpapers 
were  fcarcer  then  than  they  are  now,  and  all 
fuch  people  were  newfmongers. 

The  curious  thing  is  that  the  ftory  alluded 
to  did  really  appertain  to  Warwick,  and  was 
fent  to  me  by  the  late  Mrs.  Southey,  to  whom 
I  had  recounted  the  above.  I  copy  it  exaftly 
as  I  find  it, — but  do  not  think  the  marvellous 
hard  to  be  accounted  for. 

From  the  Perfect  Diurnal. 

Auguft  29/A/1652. 

"  We  are  defired  to  publifti  the  following : — 
"  Mrs.  Catharine  Atkins  of  Warwick, 
{landing  at  her  door  on  Saturday  night  laft, 
being  the  24th  of  July,— A  certain  unknown 
woman  came  to  her  and  faid,  c  Miftrefs,  pray 
give  me  two-pence?'  —  fhe  anfwered,  cShe 
would  give  her  no  money.'  c  Pray,  Miftrefs, 
then,'  faid  ftie,  'give  me  that  pin?' — fo  ftie 
took  the  pin  off"  her  fleeve,  and  gave  it  her,  for 
which  ftie  was  very  thankful,  and  was  going 
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away.  Mrs.  Atkins,  feeing  her  fo  thankful 
for  a  pin,  told  her  fhe  would  give  her  fome 
vi&uals,  or  fomething  out  of  the  fhop.  She 
anfwered,  c  She  would  have  nothing  elfe,  and 
(wore  by  God,  faying,  You  fhall  be  a  hundred 
miles  off  within  this  week,  when  you  ihall 
want  two-pence  as  much  as  I  do/  and  fo  went 
grumbling  away.  Thereupon  they  faid  Mrs. 
Atkins  was  much  troubled  in  mind,  and  did 
advife  with  fome  friends  what  was  beft  to  be 
done  in  fuch  a  cafe,  but  receiving  no  refolu- 
tion  from  any  one  what  to  do,  fhe  attended 
the  event  what  might  befall  her  within  fuch  a 
time,  and  upon  the  29th  of  July  fhe  exprefTed 
to  a  kinfman  Mr.  Nicholas  Bikar  (?)  that  fhe 
was  much  troubled  about  the  forefaid  bufinefs, 
and  hoped  the  time  was  fo  near  expired  that 
it  would  come  to  nothing.  But  the  faid 
Thurfday  night,  betwixt  the  hours  of  eight 
and  nine,  fhe,  going  into  the  fhop  and  return- 
ing thence  in  the  entry  adjoining,  was  im- 
mediately gone,  by  what  means  and  whither, 
we  do  not  know,  nor  can  we  hear  of  by 
inquiry  made  to  this  prefent  hour. 

"  The  defire  of  her  hufband  and  friends  is 
of  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  nation,  that  if 
they  hear  of  any  fuch  party  in  fuch  a  loft 
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condition  as  is  before  exprefled,  that  there 
may  be  fpeedy  notice  thereof  given  to  her 
hufband  at  Warwick,  and  that  all  convenient 
provifion  of  horfe  and  money  may  be  made 
for  conveying  her  to  the  place  aforefaid,  and 
fuch  as  (hall  take  pains  and  be  at  expences 
herein  fhall  be  fufficiently  recompenfed  for 
the  fame  with  money  and  thanks.  It  is  like- 
wife  defired  of  the  Minifters  of  London  and 
elfewhere,  where  the  notice  of  thefe  prefents 
fhall  come  (that  they)  would  be  pleafed  to 
prefent  her  fad  condition  to  God,  in  their 
feveral  congregations.  The  truth  whereof  wc 
teftify  whofe  names  are  fubfcribed. 
"John  Halford,       ") 

Richard  Vennour,  >Miniftersin Warwick. 

Henry  Butler,        ) 

Joseph  Fisher,  Minifter.  Augufty,  1652." 

Such  is  the  ftory,  and  the  Tramp  Woman, 

and  the  good  old  Widows,  had  no  doubt  in 

their  own  minds  that  the  woman  was  spirited 

away. 

It  was  the  middle  of  fummer,  and  we  were 
returning  from  a  delightful  walk  through 
the  Clapham,  Patching,  and  Goring  woods, 
when,  juft  as  we  entered  the  laft  field  on  our 
way  back,  we  met  old  Mrs.  H.  laden  with 
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all  forts  of  herbs.  She  had  never  been  to 
Batterfea  to  be  "  cut  for  thcfimples?  and  pro- 
bably had  never  heard  the  Proverb !, — but  (he 
was  the  great  Herbalift  of  the  Parifli,  and  had 
been  cutting  and  culling  fimples  all  the  day. 
Such  a  bundle  fhe  had,  enough  to  make  as 
much  Green  Ointment  (the  horror  of  all  Parifh 
Do&ors)  as  would  unheal  all  the  wounds  in 
the  diftri A !  Great  virtue  there  is,  neverthe- 
lefs,  in  herbs,  and  I  will  introduce  her  to  your 
notice  by  fome  lines  from  the  Golden  Book, 
{o  often  quoted,  becaufe  fo  full  of  beauties. 

"  There  fprings  no  flower,  but  fome  fubtile  efface, 
Poifon  to  flay,  or  medicine  to  fave, 
Lieth  at  its  root,  to  be  difKlled  thence : 
Or,  if  infufed  or  bruifcd,  will  prove  to  have 
Some  quality  occult^  for  good  of  man 
Or  cKe  his  hurt ;  fin*  Heaven  hath  willed  it  fo, 
To  place  next  door  hit  Bleffing  and  his  Bane, 
That  he  may  freely  choofc  his  weal  or  woe. 

"  And  fo  it  falleth,  that  the  enamelled  fpoils, 
Wherewith  the  Village  children  lade  their  hands, 
And  nighdhades,  pauncies,  violets,  mille-fbils, 
That  deck  the  rofy  Lafs's  May  guirlands, 
Have  all  their  myfteries  and  offices, 
And  powers  for  life  and  death,  that  do  befal 
Accordant  to  their  various  minifbies 
That  far  exceed,  methinks,  art-magical." 

No  woman,  within  my  experience,  ever  knew 

1  It  was  where  the  London  Apothecaries  got  their  herbs  from,  and 
as  they  fbmetimes  went  to  fee  the  fimples  cut,  fbolifh  and  fanpk  people 
were  jocularly  fent  there  for  the  fame  purpofe. 
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fo  much  about  herbs  and  plants  as  (he  did, — 
the  Gipfies  I  was  fo  familiar  with  in  my  youth 
might  have  known  lefs,  though  to  be  con- 
verfant  in  fuch  matters  is  their  forte.  She, 
poor  foul,  with  her  crufhed  herbs,  inftanced  in 
her  own  perfon,  that 

"Man,  like  to  caffia,  is  proved  beft,  being  bruifed !  {'* 

or,  as  Lord  Bacon  puts  it  in  his  Eflay  on 
Adverfity,  "Certainly  virtue  is  like  precious 
odours,  moft  fragrant  when  they  are  incenfed 
or  cruftied: — profperity  doth  beft  difcover 
vice,  but  adverfity  doth  beft  difcover  virtue/' 
Child  after  child  was  taken  from  her  by  death, 
and  of  thofe  that  remained,  three  were  in 
foreign  parts,  emigrants,  though  doing  well. 
Thus,  left  with  her  old  hufband,  ftie  was  at 
every  body's  call,  and  contrived,  one  way  or 
another,  to  benefit  her  neighbours  greatly. 
It  was  from  her  mouth  I  heard  the  words 
which  were  fo  like  to  thofe  in  Frithiof  s  Saga. 

1  The  line  is  from  the  Duchefs  of  Ma!fi,  A€t  iii.  Sc.  v.  The  lines 
in  the  "  White  Devil,  or  Vittoria  Corombona,"  come  nearer  to  Bacon. 
Dyce  quotes  them  all, 

"  Perfumes,  the  more  they  are  chafed,  the  more  they  render 
Their  pleafing  (cents :  and  fo  affliction 
Exprefleth  virtue  fully,  whether  true, 
Or  elie  adulterate." 
So  in  Jacqueline,  Part  III. 

"  The  good  are  better  made  by  ill, 
As  odours  crufh'd  are  Tweeter  ftilL" 
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"On  earth  there  goes  about  the  recon- 
ciler death."  Not  only  did  fhe  give  her 
foothing  herbs,  but  fhe  contrived  alfo  to  make 
up  differences  as  well  as  the  Parfon,  by  telling 
her  patients  that  life  was  too  fliort  for  long 
quarrels!  Grandly  did  fhe  come  out  when 
her  laft  daughter  died,  after  lingering  in  a 
decline  for  many  long  months.  Never  was 
any  one  more  thoroughly  difciplined  by  fuffer- 
ing  than  the  poor  dying  girl,  "who  fell  on 
fleep  "  at  laft  juft  like  a  chryfom-child !  Full 
of  feeling, — deeply  agitated, — was  the  poor 
woman;  but 

"  Like  one  who  journeying  through  lift's  defert  wide, 
Find;  precious  things  in  forrows  fancied," 

fhe  contrived  to  ftay  up  the  old  man  in  his 
grief,  and  a  pleafant  thing  it  is  now  to  hear 
them  fpeak  of  the  departed  as  "  not  dead,  but 
gone  before.0  Their  duft,  in  the  holy-fuburbs, 
is  but  the  pawn  of  immortality !  Called  as 
the  old  Vicar  was  conftantly  to  the  fick  beifts 
of  the  young,  and  comparatively  fpeaking 
innocent,  he  recolleds  few  inftances  in  which 
the  beauty  of  death  fhone  forth  fo  con- 
fpicuoufly,  as  in  the  departure  of  the  old 
Herbalift's  child !    The  light  of  Chrift's  right- 
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eoufnefs  feemed  fo  mercifully  refplendent  on 
her  features ! 

"  So  frefh,  as  if  its  verdant  garments  had 
Been  in  the  firft  creation's  beauties  clad : 
Ere  by  miftaking  of  that  fatal  tree, 
That  blooming  type  of  bieft  eternity 
Subje&ed  was,  by  man's  too  eafy  crime, 
Unto  the  fick  vidflitudes  of  time.** 

Upon  another  occafion,  my  friend  and 
myfelf  had  been  wandering  over  the  then 
Heene  Common, — fince  that  time  no  longer 
a  wafte,  but  in  ready  hands,  and  hardening  on 
to  a  high  ftate  of  cultivation, — and  had  juft 
arrived  at  the  ruins  of  the  old  Chapel,  where 
the  Periwinkle  was  in  beautiful  bloflbm,  and  the 
fingle  Lent-lilies  in  the  hollow  clofe  by  could 
not  fail  to  attrad  attention,  though  the  cottagers* 
children  had  plucked  them  by  handfuls,  and 
the  kind,  good-natured  Widow,  who  at  that 
time  held  the  farm,  feemed  pleafed  that  they 
fhould  do  fo, — "  It  was  a  long  way,"  fhe  faid, 
"to  the  Findon  Fields  where  they  grew  fo 
plentifully."  The  Lent-lily  is  the  name  given 
in  thefe  parts  to  the  wild,  or  fingle  daffodil, — 
and  probably,  (for  they  are  Angularly  graceful 
in  their  growth,)  it  is  to  thefe  that  Herrick 
gave  a  place  in  his  Hefperides, — that  extraor- 
dinary mixture  of  beauties,  conceits,  and  im- 
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proprieties.  On  feeing  them  my  friend  re- 
peated the  lines  at  once,  and  fome  of  my 
readers  may  like  to  fee  them. 

"  Faire  Daffodils,  we  weep  to  fee 
You  hafte  away  (b  {bone  \ 
At  yet  the  early  rifing  (tin 

Hat  not  attained  his  noone. 
Stay,  ftay, 
Untill  the  halting  day 

Has  run 
But  to  the  evcn-fongj 
And  having  prayed  together,  we 
Will  go  with  you  along. 

"  We  have  fhort  time  to  flay  as  you,' 
We  have  as  fliort  a  fpring, 
As  quick  a  growth  to  meet  decay, 
As  you,  or  any  thing. 
We  die 
As  your  hours  do,  and  drie 

Away, 
Like  to  the  fummer's  nine; 
Or  as  the  pearles  of  morning  dew, 
Ne'er  to  be  found  again." 

How  very  b&utiful  are  all  wild  flowers! 
"  God  holdeth  the  clouds  in  His  hands  like  a 
ipunge,  and  when  He  will  He  prefleth  out  the 
rain  thereof,"  and  the  "field-lilies  which  have 
not  the  help  of  man  as  garden  flowers  have," 
fpring  up  in  all  their  glorioufnefs  of  attire! 
So  tenderly  fpake  a  ftern  Calvinift  in  his  day. 

Juft  as  we  were  leaving  what  is  called  the 
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Chapel-yard1  we  were  met  by  old  James 
Cooper,  a  very  Angular  old  man,  but 
with  all  his  oddities  and  obftinacy,  a  true 
Chriftian  at  heart,  of  moft  indubitable  holinefs. 
His  wife,  who  fchooled  him  well,  was  one  of 
the  few  great  talkers,  in  her  rank  of  life,  in 
whom  was  no  cant,  and  no  double-dealing. 
Two  books  fhe  knew  thoroughly,  the  Bible 
and  the  Pilgrim's  Progrefs,  and  fhe  had  an  old 
tranflation  of  Jofephus  which  fhe  ftudied  and 
dilated  on.  "But  the  Pilgrim's  Progrefs," 
fhe  faid,  "  if  I  finifh  it  one  day,  I  always  begin 
it  again  the  next," — one  tribute  more  to  the 
great  popularity  of  that  very  ftriking  produc- 
tion! It  was  this  old  foul  that  made  the 
remark  to  me  which  I  have  quoted  in  a  note 
to  one  of  my  Sermons, — it  was  at  the  time 
when  we  were  receiving  the  fad  and  melancholy 
accounts  of  the  maflacre  of  our  troops  in 
Affghaniftan,  amongft  whom  fhe  had  a  bene- 
fador  who  furvived, — "  I  never  fail  to  pray 
for  him,  Sir,  night  and  morning, — may  be  he 
forgets  to  pray  for  himfelf!"-^and  pray  fhe 
did  moft  earneftly  \ 

1  All  that  is  known  of  the  Hiftoiy  of  this  Ruin  may  be  feen  in  my 
Parochial  Antiquities,  pp.  262 — 271. 

9  I  will  venture  to  fay  in  a  note,  All  old  faying*  axe  not  true,  neither 
need  we  fuppofe  the  following  to  be  fo  when  we  recoiled  Cromwell's 
foldien  and  Havelock*s  faints, 
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But  on  the  occafion  referred  to,  it  was  old 
James  Cooper  that  attra&ed  my  friend's 
notice,  and  I  told  him  many  chara&eriftic 
traits  of  chara&er.  Long  after  this  interview 
he  was  gathered  to  his  reft, — his  wife  having 
departed  firft,  though  fhe  prayed  fhe  might  not, 
faying,  "What  could  be  do  without  me, — 
men  are  helplefs  critturs  /"  Both  of  thefe  old 
people  were  Diflenters,  and  an  honour  to  the 
clafe  and  interejt, — but,  as  ufual,  I  attended 
them  through  their  long  ficlcnefles,  and  I  copy 
from  the  "  Old  Vicar's  "  Parifh  Book  for  the 
year  1856,  the  two  following  extra&s, — at 
which  Ambition  need  not  mock, 

"  Nor  grandeur  hear  with  a  difdainful  fmile, 
The  (hort  and  Jim  pie  annals  of  the  poor.*9 

It  has  always  been  mf  aim,  and  my  great 
delight,  though  a  confiftent  and  determined 
Churchman,  to  live  with  my  Diflenting 
Brethren  on  the  pleafanteft  terms.  They 
honour  me  for  my  confiftency,  and  I  refpeft 
them  for  theirs.  But  in  twenty  and  feven 
years  here  I  have  rarely  been  abfent  from  the 

Nulla  fides  pittafyue  viris  pa  cafira  Jcqwmtur 

Lucan.  Phars.  z.  407. 
neverthelefi  Bp.  Hacket,  fpeaking  of  foldiers,  fays  thoughtfully,  "  A 
fort  of  men  that  I  prefume  are  prepared  always  to  die,  but  feldom 
provided  to  die  well."— Sermons,  p.  841.     Folio. 
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dying  Diflenter's  bed !  cc  Accepimus,  peritura 
perituri,  faith  Seneca.  Let  the  difference  be 
what  it  will  between  palaces  and  cottages,  they 
are  the  decaying  tenements  of  more  decaying 
tenants;"  whether  Churchman  or  Diffenter  be 
there! 

"June  io/A.  Poor  old  Cooper  dreamed  a 
dream.  He  was  in  Carter's  Brewery  in 
Worthing,  and  had  taken  his  ftone  bottle  with 
him !,  and  was  met  there  and  accofted  by  a 
beautiful  man,  (fo  beautiful !)  in  red  breeches 
and  white  (ilk  dockings, — and  he  had  a  head 
like  wool, — he  was  fure  it  was  Chrift!  CI 
didn't  fpeak  to  him, — but,  by  and  by,  he  faid 
to  me,  "  Well,  Jim,  how  are  you  ?"  and  as  I 
wafn't  at  all  afeard, — no,  not  I, — I  faid, "  I  am 
ready !" '  Earthly  things  and  heavenly  things 
were  mingled  together,  as  they  will  be  in 
dreams,  but  the  inner  man  was  taken  up  with 
Daniel,  vii.  9,  and  the  Revelation,  i.  14. 
And  I  called  to  mind  the  words  of  Jeremy 
Taylor.  c  It  was  a  faying  of  jflEgidius,  that 
an  old  and  a  fimple  woman,  if  fhe  loves 
Jefus,  may  be  greater  than  was  brother  Bona- 
venture.'     Want  of  learning  and  difability  to 

1  The  ftone  bottle  is  more  common  in  Suflex  for  every-day  ufe  than 
the  koyfirely  or  wooden  bottle,  which  is  more  generally  ufed  in  harveft. 
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coniider  great  fecrets  of  theology  do  not  at  all 
retard  our  progrefs  to  fpiritual  perfe&ions; 
love  to  Jefus  may  be  better  promoted  by  the 
plainer  understandings  of  honeft  and  unlettered 
people,  than  by  the  finer  and  more  exalted 
fpeculations  of  great  clerks,  that  have  lefs 
devotion/  " 

"June  24M.  Poor  old  Cooper!  Nights 
of  great  pain  and  anguifti !  And  I  faid, 
referring  to  the  Book  of  Job,  cGod,  who 
gvoeth  Jongs  in  the  night \  will  take  good  care 
that  no  evil  ftiall  come  nigh  to  hurt  you. 
The  efficacy  of  prayer  is  far  above  all  the 
crafts  of  the  devil,  and  a  death-blow,  fince 
Chrift  died,  to  all  the  devices  of  Satan.* 
1  Yes/  he  faid,  and  his  old  eyes  were  luftrous 
with  faith  and  heavenly  light, — c  Satan  dare 
na'  come  nigh,  Satan  cannot  hurt  me !  God 
will  take  good  care,  that  He  will !' " 

The  poor  old  man  lived  for  about  ten  days 
after  this,  and  was  fenfible  to  the  laft, — and, 
as  no  fingle  member  of  the  family  remains,  I 
have  given  the  real  names  '. 

"  For  truth  I  may  this  fentence  tell, 
No  man  dies  ill  that  liveth  well.** 

1  "  Et  Pittacum  dixifle  fama  eft  Leibium, 
rlyyma-Kt  K*ip6v.  Tempus  ut  noris,  jubet: 
Sed  Kcupbs  ifte,  tempeftivum  tempus  eft." 

Aufonius,  Sapientes,  p.  271. 
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Different  people  will,  no  doubt,  read  the 
above  in  different  ways; — but  to  one  verfed 
as  I  am  with  the  poor  and  ignorant,  the  words, 
all  of  them,  convey  great  fimplicity  and  great 
faith.  What  leffons  do  we  learn  by  the  bed- 
fides  of  poor  unworldly  fouls,  whofe  inheritance 
is  fure ! 

"  I  that  forgot 
I  was  made  of  flefh  and  blood,  and  thought  the  filk 
Spun  by  the  diligent  worm,  out  of  their  entrails, 
Too  coarfe  to  clothe  me,  and  the  fofteft  down, 
Too  hard  to  deep  upon  j  that  difflained  to  look 
On  virtue  being  in  rags,  that  ftopp'd  my  nofe 
At  thofe  that  did  not  ufe  adulterate  arts 
To  better  nature  }  that  from  thofe  that  ferred  me, 
Expe&ed  adoration,  am  made  juftly 
The  fcorn  of  my  own  bondwoman." 

An  excellent  old  man  of  the  fame  hamlet 
was  William  F...t,  who  very  recently  went 
home  at  the  age  of  eighty-fix.  He,  having 
thoroughly  repented  of  the  fins  of  his  youth, 
never  fcrupled  to  fay  that  his  younger  days 
were  not  what  they  ought  to  have  been.  All 
I  could  pick  up  from  thofe  that  had  heard  of 
thofe  days,  implied  that  he  was  carelefs,  gay,  and 
fond  of  his  glafs,  but  never  vicious,  or  any  thing 
approximating  to  it.  It  was  the  riches  of  God's 
grace  that  made  him  magnify  the  tranfgref- 
fions  charity  delighted  to  cover.  I  had  known 
him  for  a  quarter  of  a  century, — fuch  a  plea- 
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fant  finile  he  had,  and  fuch  a  broad  cheft. 
That  good  old  man,  Mr.  L...S,  who  left  a 
nephew  behind  him  to  do  To  much  in  the 
reftoration  of  our  noble  old  Church,  ufed  to 
fay,  "I  like  to  meet  the  old  gardener  as  he 
comes  back  from  his  work.  You,  who  obferve 
every  thing,  muft  have  obferved  what  a  cheft 
he  has !  And  then,  as  for  his  face,  it  implies 
that  he  is  at  peace  with  this  world  and  the 
next  1"  It  was  pleafant  to  chime  in  with  fuch 
a  remark, — for  fo  he  looked,  and  was  fit  for  a 
pi<5ture !  Plenty  have  full  caufe  to  fay,  firft 
or  laft,  and  he  was  the  man  to  fay  it  with 
earneftnefs  and  a  pleafant  fmile  too, 

?'  Well  i— limping  as  I  could 

1  hit  the  beaten  waye 
Of  fools*  rootfteps,  through  foreft  back 

That  led  me  fo  aftray : 
And  back  again  I  came 

To  learning's  narrow  lane } 
And  then  I  hit  the  trackt  of  Truth, 

That  firft  I  Jhould  have  tane." 

The  laft  time  I  vifited  him, — but  a  few  days 
before  his  death, — when  he  wept  over  his  own 
fins,  and  God's  great  goodnefs  towards  him, 
he  wept  likewife  over  the  fins  of  the  people, 
and  it  was  a  moft  affcfting  interview !  Proxi- 
mity to  a  watering-place,  to  fay  nothing  of 
the  evil  heart  of  unbelief  clofe  at  home,  refult- 
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ing  in  an  evil  life,  as  it  always  does,  had  done 
the  hamlet  no  good,  and  he  lived  to  fee  it. 
He  prayed  that  the  labours  of  the  old  Vicar 
might  be  well  feconded,  and  he  always  faid 
that  things  were  worfe  fince  the  heads  of  a 
Parifh  did  not  take  the  law  into  their  own 
hands,  to  a  certain  extent,  fo  checking  a 
growing  evil.  '  Education,  with  grace,  will 
mend  matters,  but  tender  and  ready  chaftife- 
ment  very  frequently  precludes  the  neceffity 
of  the  treadmill  and  the  gaol.  It  is  perfectly 
fulfome  to  fee  the  nonfenfe  that  is  talked 
about  wales  on  a  boy's  back, — at  the  publio 
fchool  they  would  have  appeared  lower !  It 
is  a  very  rare  thing  that  fuch  chaftifement  is' 
cruelty, — it  is  ufually  the  reverie.  "Judg- 
ments are  prepared  for  /corners ',  and  ftripes  for 
the  back  of  fools"  I  am  quite  contented  to 
fee  the  ftocks  removed  from  our  Parifhes,  but 
the  evil  is  increafed  when  every  petty  matter 
is  made  a  Bench  cafe  of,— or  a  Star-chamber 
matter, — and  no  good  will  refult  from  it.  I 
certainly  do  not  wifh  to  fee  a  young  thief 
whipped  at  the  cart's  tail,  but  I  think  timely 
correftion  far  better  than  the  hulks  or  trans- 
portation. And  in  this  it  is  remarkable  that 
the  opinions  of  highly  educated  and  merciful- 
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minded  men  coincide  with  old  William 
F..,.t,s,  of  whom  I  will  only  add,  that  "a 
good  report  in  the  hamlet,  or  the  little  dorp 
of  the  good,  is  fame  enough/' 

That  girl  of  fome  twelve  or  thirteen  years 
of  age  that  pafled  by  juft  now  might  have 
been  the  original  of  Longfellow's  Elfie  in  his 
Golden  Legend. 

"  She  is  a  Grange  and  a  wayward  child, 
That  Elfie  of  ours.    She  looks  fo  old, 
And  thoughts  of  fancies  wierld  and  wild 
Seem  of  late  to  have  taken  hold 
Of  her  heart,  that  was  once  fo  docile  and  mild.'* 

She  was  the  quickeft  and  clevereft  child  in  the 
I  fchool  till  within  a  year  paft, — but  now  there 
is  no  doing  any  thing  with  her,  and  her  parents 
are  almoft  afraid  of  letting  her  go  about  by 
herfelf.  Strange  notions  of  the  fea  have  come 
over  her,  and  more  than  once  (he  has  dropped 
hints  that  fhe  will  take  to  a  feafaring  life. 
How,  at  her  age,  fhe  could  have  got  hold  of 
fuch  ftories  is  almoft  incredible,  but  fhe  tells 
of  feveral  perfons  who  have  gone  to  fea  in 
difguife,  and  have  worked  with  the  common 
failors.  At  home  they  are  obliged  to  let 
her  talk  on  in  her  own  way,  or  fhe  becomes 
moping  and  moody,  or  will  weep   till   you 
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might  think  fhe  would  dry  up  the  fountain  of 
tears.     They  fay, 

"  Afflided  hearts  fear  their  own  motions,** 

but  fhe  has  no  real  caufe  for  fear,  and  it  is 
evident  that  the  mind  is  in  great  danger,  unlefs 
the  body  be  well  looked  to.  Meanwhile,  fhe 
is  under  medical  fupervifion,  and  when  my 
good  friend,  "  The  Parifti  Doftor,"  comes  to 
vifit  her,  fhe  tells  him  more  things  than  he 
ever  heard  before,  and 

"  FreJh  tears 
Stand  on  her  cheeks,  as  doth  the  honey  dew 
Upon  a  gathered  lily,  alxnoft  withered/* 

Many  years  ago, — how  fhort  a  parenthefis 
in  eternity  time  feem3  when  paft ! — I  was  on  the 
Down  by  the  Durrington  MiJl,  intending  to  re- 
turn that  way  through  Salvington,  the  fometime 
refidence  of  the  learned  Selden.  But,  juft  on 
the  dip  of  the  hill,  I  faw  the  poor  fick  failor- 
boy  I  had  been  in  fearch  of  in  the  adjoining 
hamlet, — and  very  fick  he  looked.  However, 
failor-like,  he  fancied  himfelf  ftronger  than  he 
was,  and  had  got  on  the  high  ground  to  look 
upon  the  fea!  Poor  fellow!  he  had  had  a 
bad  time  of  it,  being  ill  almoft  all  the  way 
back  from  Valparaifo,  where  the  veflel  had 
taken  in  her  cargo.     It  was  beautiful  to  hear 
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his  fimple  ftory,  and  when  he  told  of  the  firft 
fmell  of  land  on  his  return,  every  one  that  had 
read  them  could  not  fail  recalling  to  mind  the 
lines  of  Milton. 

"  And  of  pure  now  purer  air 
Meets  his  approach,  and  to  the  heart  infpires 
Vernal  delight  and  joy,  able  to  drive 
All  (adnefi  but  defpair :  now  gentle  galea, 
Fanning  their  odoriferous  wings,  difpenfed 
Native  perfumes,  and  whifper  whence  they  ftole 
Thofe  balmy  fpoils.     As  when  to  them  that  (ail 
Beyond  the  Cape  of  Hope,  and  now  are  paft 
Mosambic,  off  at  fea  north-eaft  winds  blow 
Sabean  odours  from  the  fpicy  fliore 
Of  Araby  the  bleft  j  with  fuch  delay 
Well  pleaied  they  flack  their  courfe,  and  many  a  league 
Cheered  with  the  grateful  fmell  old  Ocean  fmiles." 

"  There  was  no  miftaking  any  where,"  he  faid, 
"  the  fmell  of  land  after  a  long  voyage,  and 
fick  p&>ple  laid  on  deck  always  fmelt  it  firft." 
The  veflel  was  abfent  a  long  while,— and 
whilft  detained  at  one  or  two  ports  for  a 
cargo,  feveral  of  the  crew  had  experienced 
more  than  one  fhock  of  thofe  fearful  earth- 
quakes which  have  caufed  fuch  devastation  in 
thofe  parts.  The  poor  fellow  faid  he  could 
defcribe  the  fenfation  to  nothing  but  to  the 
dropping  of  the  earth  from  beneath  your  feet'. 

1  In  the  earthquake  of  the  23rd  of  January,  1855,  "The  country 
around  Wellington  was  elevated  two  feet.— The  earth's  motion  was 
from  N.W.  to  £.,  and  for  fourteen  hours  the  town  trembled  like  a 
lhaken  jelly." — Thomfon's  Story  of  New  Zealand,  ii.  231,  232. 


119 


Paradife  Loft, 
it.  143,  Sec. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


120 


The  Sea-board 


His  old  Captain,  he  faid,  had  once  been  in 
thofe  parts  when  a  great  many  houfes  were 
thrown  down.  He  faved  himfelf  by  getting 
under  an  arch,  and  in  running  for  his  life 
during. the  interval  of  the  ftiocks.  Many 
lives  were  loft,  and  the  people  lived  in  tents, 
outfide  the  town,  for  many  months '. 

The  poor  boy  never  feemed  to  be  weary 
of  looking  down  towards  the  fea  which  he  was 
not  ftrong  enough  yet  to  reach,  and  amongft 
other  things  he  faid  of  all  beautiful  bays  in 
the  world  he  fuppofed  that  of  Fonfeca  *  muft 
be  the  moft  beautiful.  He  had  once  been  in 
Guatemala,  and  as  far  north  as  Acapulco, — 
years  before  the  Californian  diggings, — and  it 
was  quite  aftonifhing  to  fee  what  he  had*  noted. 
He  couldn't  be  more  than  nineteen,  and  ap- 
peared two  or  three  years  younger,  and  full 


1  Valparaifo  Mercantile  Reporter ,  2  Apr\l%  ,1851. 

"  At  6|  minutes  a.m.  the  earthquake  commenced  : — During  the 
eventful  1 5  feconds  the  houfes  rocked  to  and  fro  as  fo  many  veiTels 
at  fea.** 

*  In  reading  the  Tranflation  of  Von  Tempflcy*s  Mitla,  where  he 
fpeaks  of  the  extreme  Beauty  of  the  Bay  of  Fonfeca,  the  accounts  of 
the  Sailor  Boy  flafhed  vividly  acrofs  my  mind,— how  many  years 
afterwards ! 

"  The  waters  of  the  old  Pacific  that  roll  from  China  to  Weftern 
Auftralia,  and  from  thence  backward  and  forward,  reftlefi  and  ever 
heaving,  in  a  long  mighty  fwell,  which  is  whipped  into  pafling  fury, 
only  by  an  occafional  gale  of  refiftlefs  power,— thefe  waters  feemed  to 
have  fcooped  for  themfelves  a  refting-place  here,  in  the  wide  Bay  of 
Fonfeca,'1  tec.  tec.  tec.     See  pp.  425-6. 
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of  intelligence,  {peaking  of  the  Magellanic 
Clouds,  as  though  he  had  ftudied  the  heavens 
like  a  Herfchel ! 

One  would  have  thought  that  the  fevere 
fuffering  on  his  laft  voyage  would  have 
deterred  him  from  going  to  fea  again, — a 
voyage  on  which,  from  his  own  account,  he 
might  have  faid  with  Edgar,  day  after  day, 

"  The  worft  b  not 
So  long  as  we  can  fay,  This  b  the  worft.'* 

But,  not  a  bit  of  it !  His  conftant  longing 
was  to  be  afloat  again.  He  had  an  excellent 
Captain — one  of  thofe  intelligent  men  who 
vifit  the  Weftern  ports  of  America  from 
Mexico  downwards — and  he  never  ceafed  to 
{peak  of  the  kindnefe  of  Ned  Philips  to  him, 
in  giving  up  his  own  hammock  which  was  a 
better  one,  and  often  lying  in  an  old  coiled 
fail  himfelf  to  watch  him.  Finding  him  to  be 
very  intelligent,  and  always  truftworthy,  the 
Captain  had  advifed  him  to  pick  up  all  he 
could  about  Navigation,  whilft  he  was  ailing, 
and  that  he  would  be  fure,  firft  or  laft,  to  be- 
come a  mate.  He  took  his  advice,  and  during 
the  year  he  was  on  ftiore  (a  great  part  of 
which  he  was  very  ill)  he  contrived  to  pick  up 
as  much  information  as  another  would  have 


J  21 


King  Lear, 
A€t  iv.  Sc.  i. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


122 


The  Sea-hoard 


done  in  two  or  three.  No  fooner  was  he  well 
again  than  he  wrote  to  the  lodgings  of  his  old 
Friend  the  Captain  in  Liverpool.  He  was 
afloat  at  the  time,  —  and  no  anfwer  was  received 
for  two  or  three  months.  At  the  end  of 
that  time  he  got  as  nice  a  letter  as  one  jolly 
Englifh  tar  ever  wrote  to  another, — and  he 
was  to  join  for  the  next  voyage.  No  glee 
was  like  that  poor  boy's, — no  fchool-boy  ever 
fo  much  rejoiced  for  the  holidays, — and  having 
thanked  his  friends  and  all  who  had  aflifted 
him  in  his  illnefs — he  was  off  within  nine 
days,  not  inconfiderably  advanced  in  Naviga- 
tion. It  was  the  old  voyage  over  again,  and 
to  the  poor  fick  boy  that  was,  the  fea  was  once 
more  as  grateful  as  the  fight  of  land  had  been. 
Than  the  voyage  itfelf  nothing  could  be  more 
profperous, — but  on  doubling  the  Horn  on 
their  return  they  were  caught  in  a  fearful 
ftorm, — rand  the  kind-hearted  Captain  was 
fwept  off  his  watch  by  a  tremendous  fea.  Of 
courfe,  the  firft  mate  took  his  place,  and  for  a 
while  they  weathered  the  ftorm.  But,  being 
driven  from  their  courfe, — like  moft  ftorms  it 
was  of  a  cyclone  or  tornado  form — they  were 
caught  in  it  again,  and  the  mail  went  by  the 
board,  and  in  falling  ftruck  the  firft  mate, 
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who  lived  only  a  day  or  two, — juft  long 
enough  to  fee  a  jury-maft  rigged.  In  doing 
this  the  fecond  mate  was  almoft  inefficient, 
and  our  failor-boy  was  evidently  the  firft  hand 
on  an  emergency.  The  poor  dying  man  faw 
this, — and  commended  the  ihip  to  him,  as  one 
commends  a  child  to  its  guardian.  Within  a 
few  days 

"  Behold  where,  hotted  half-mail  high, 
The  Englifii  flag  hangs  mournfully  $ 
And  hark  !  what  folcmn  founds  are  thefe, 
Heard  in  the  filcnce  of  the  feas  ?  " 

It  was  the  fick  failor-boy,  reading  the  Funeral 
Service  over  the  remains  of  his  deceafed  mate, 
— for  which,  it  might  feem,  the  very  fea  was 
huftied,  and  kept  fabbath ! 

"  He  paufed,  and  at  the  word 
The  coffin's  plunge  was  heard." 

The  folemn  fervice  over,  it  was  a  time  for 
much  thought.  The  fecond  mate  in  his  turn 
had  taken  charge  of  the  veflel, — but,  within  a 
few  days  it  was  clearly  feen  that  he  was  in- 
capable. The  fad:  was  he  took,  as  fecond-rate 
people  will  do  continually  in  his  pofition,  to 
drinking, — and  all  refponfibility  fell  upon  our 
failor-boy,  and  well  he  did  his  duty,— for  he 
not  only  fcreened  his  helplefs    comrade,  but 
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brought  the  cargo  fafe  to  Liverpool.  The 
inftru&ion  he  had  attended  to  in  his  illnefs 
was  the  making  of  him. 

The  other  mate  was  fimply  got  rid  of, — 
but  it  foon  tranfpired  that  the  merchants  owed 
their  veflel  and  its  cargo  to  our  youth  from 
the  Down-fide.  And  they  were  not  ungrate- 
ful. They  gave  him  a  fum  of  money,  and  a 
gold  watch,  and  had  him  for  fix  months  under 
the  beft  training  they  could  procure.  I  forget 
the  name  of  the  Houfe,  I  think  it  was  Rath- 
bone.  After  this  he  pafled  an  excellent  ex- 
amination, and  on  his  next  voyage  ftarted  as 
Firft  Mate  himfelf.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
but  that  he  would  have  become  a  very  valu- 
able navigator,  had  he  been  fpared.  But, 
after  three  or  four  years,  moftly  {pent  on  the 
element  he  loved,  his  old  weaknefs  fhowed 
itfelf  again.  For  a  time  he  battled  with  it  in 
Liverpool,  being  too  weak  to  get  home.  He 
had  no  mother  living,  but  a  good  old  aunt 
ftarted  off,  and  nurfed  him  to  the  laft,  receiv- 
ing every  kindnefs  from  the  ftiipowners. 
He  was  buried  in  what  thirty  years  ago  was 
called  "The  New  Cemetery."  Such  is  one 
of  the  pleafanteft  epifodes  in  the  failor-life 
appertaining    to    the    "Sea-board    and    the 
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Down."  However  much  I  lamented  the  dear 
boy's  death,  I  had  full  caufe  to  admire  his 
life,  and  to  quote  it  as  an  example  to  thofe 
around  me, — not  without  effed. 

"  *Tis  now  a  nineteen  yean  agone  at  leaft, 
And  yet  the  memory  of  it  fita  at  freft, 
Within  my  brain,  as  'twere  but  yefterday." 

And  I  have  conftantly  had  caufe  to  obferve 
how  differently  ficknefs  works  in  different 
people,  and  to  take  a  leflbn  when  I  have  been 
lick,  and  to  "Thank  the  Lord  for  giving 
me.  warning," — than  which  there  is  not  a 
more  expreffive  fentence  in  the  Pfalms  of 
David.  And,  take  failors  generally,  and  you 
will  find  that  however  carelefs  and  thoughtlefs, 
they  are  as  a  clafs  more  impreflive  than  moft 
other  people,  and  although  it  be  a  general 
truth, 

"  Begin  where  lightneit  will,  in  Jhame  it  end*," 

the  chief  exceptions  I  have  ever  known  have 
been  amongft  our  failor-boys.  It  is  remark- 
able alfo  that  on  their  return  from  fea,  though 
they  are  a  noify,  rollicking  fet,  they  im- 
perceptibly leave  behind  the  fulky  rudenefs 
of  the  boor  entirely.  I  can't  call  to  mind 
when,  but  the  following  is  an  extract  I  cut 
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out  from  the  Times,  and  I  muft  infert  it. 
"  Several  anecdotes  illuftrative  of  the  hearty 
and  generous  good  will  of  the  failors  during 
this  trying  time,  will,  I  hope,  reach  you  for 
publication;  and  I  have  heard  from  many 
that  none  came  near  them  on  board  who  were 
not  prefled  to  fhare  in  what  little  the  brave 
Jacks  poflefled.  If  they  were  at  meals  it  was, 
— cTake  a  bit  with  us,  Sir,  it  will  do  you 
good;'  or,  ctake  a  hearty  drink,  Sir,  and 
cheer  up.'  With  the  fame  generous  feelings 
they  brought  out  their  kit,  offering  to  fhare 
it  with  thofe  who  had  loft  nearly  all  their 
clothes.  On  being  reminded  by  fome  that 
they  might  not  be  able  to  return  what  was 
thus  given,  the  reply  was,  cBlefs  you,  Sir, 
there's  plenty  more  among  the  flops.'  God 
blefs  the  failors,  I  fay,  for  their  noble  difin- 
tereftednefs  \" 

But  to  turn  our  view  landwards. 

When  fever  burfts  out,  it  is  not  unufually 
at  the  root  of  the  Down, — and  indeed  pefti- 


1  The  Chrifhnas  Fcaft  on  board  the  Fox  muft  be  given  in  a  note. 
"  Venifon,  beer,  and  a  frefli  ftock  of  clay  pipes,  appeared  to  be  the 
moft  prized  luxuries ;  but  the  variety  and  abundance  of  the  eatables, 
taftefully  laid  out,  was  fuch  as  might  well  fupport  the  delufion  which  all 
teemed  defirous  of  impofing  upon  themielves, — that  they  were  in  a 
land  of  plenty, — in  h€t  all  but  at  home."  One  touch  of  nature  !  — 
McClintock's  Fate  of  Franklin,  &c.  p.  217. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


and  the  Down. 


lential  localities,  in  moft  countries, "  are  chiefly 
at  the  foot  of  mountains,"  as  Emerfon  Tennent 
remarks  in  his  admirable  work  on  Ceylon, — 
quite  a  modern  Herodotus, — illuftrating  it  by 
the  "  terrai  of  the  Nepal  Hills,  the  Wynaad 
jungle,  at  the  foot  of  the  Ghauts,  and  the 
Eaftern  fide  of  the  mountains  of  Ceylon." 

"The  foot  of  the  mountains,"  fays  Bp. 
Daniel  Wilfon  of  Calcutta,  "is  moft  un- 
healthy ;  and  it  was  neceflary  to  remove  the 
camp  from  the  place  where  it  was  pitched,  and 
to  haften  on/' 

Some  years  ago,  no  matter  where,  or  in 
what  part  of  the  Parifh,  though  it  was  clofe 
to  the  root  of  the  Downs,  one  Will  Sambrook 
had  an  illnefs  fuch  as  is  rarely  met  with  in 
England, — feldom  withftood  in  a  jungle.  It 
was  Typhus, — at  firft  taking  only  the  Typhoid 
form.  It  hung  upon  him,  more  or  lefs,  for 
three  months, — I  mean  the  original  accefs, 
and  two  relapfes  which  followed.  Poor 
wretch!  his 

*'  Fever-weakened  joints 
Like  ftrengthlefs  hinges,  buckle  under  life ;" 

and  yet,  fo  defperately  mortal  is  he,  and  with 
fuch  unapprehensive  notions  of  immortality, 
that  there  is  no  making  the  wifhed-for   im- 
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preflion  upon  him.  It  may  be  a  natural 
dulnefs, — an  intellectual  and  moral,  as  well 
as  a  religious  comay  but  it  is  mod  diftrefling. 
The  awakening  time  has  yet  to  come.  The 
prayers  were  but  words,  and,  as  the  poor 
miferable,  confcience-wracked  king  faid  in  his 
diftrefs, 

"  Words,  without  thoughts,  never  to  heaven  go !" 

Clean  and  quite  different  is  the  cafe  with 
Edwin  Cartwright.  Vicious  he  was  not  in 
former  days,  but  an  outward-bound  youth, 
and  difficult  to  handle  by  reafon  of  his  care- 
leflhefs,  and  the  love  of  company,  which,  in 
his  rank  of  life,  (is  it  not  fo  in  others  ?)  led  to 
any  company  rather  than  none.  But,  light 
fhone  upon  him  from  a  quarter  leaf!  to  be 
expefted.  The  railroad  was  in  courfe  of 
formation,  and  fome  Lincolnfhire  navvies  had 
come  to  work  upon  it, — men  of  marvellous 
ftrength  and  power,  whom  zpennor'th !  of  bread 
ferved  to  confume  two  days'  rations  of  half-raw 
meat  with.  So  aftonifhed  were  fome  of  the 
neighbouring  labourers  at  their  firft  arrival  on 
the  line,  that  they  dug  their  fpades  in  the 
ground, — leant  upon  them, — and  looked  on 

1  P.  Hen.  "  O  monftrous !  but  one  half-pennyworth  of  bread  to  this 
intolerable  deal  of  tack ! "— i  Hen.  IV.,  A&  ii.  Sc.  iv. 
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with  aftbnifhment.  On  one  of  thefe  occafions  a 
muck-train  came  unexpe&edly  upon  poor  Ed- 
win, threw  him  over,  and  dafhed  him  into  the 
foft  earth  juft  thrown  out.  Strange  to  fay  he 
was  not  killed,  though  very  much  hurt.  Such 
a  Providence ',  as  he  afterwards  was  heard  to  call 
it,  could  never  have  happened  again.  He 
underwent  a  long,  long  ficknefs,  had  great 
opportunities  of  meditating  on  his  paft  life, 
and  from  that  time  to  this,  (though  he  has  long 
left  this  diftriA,  and  fettled  elfeWhere,)  his  life 
has  been  the  moft  exemplary  and  the  moft 
inftrudtive  to  thofe  around  him.  I  never  had 
caufe  to  lament  over  the  many  days  of  acute 
fuffering  on  which  I  vifited  his  fick  pallet ! 

"  Bright  in  thy  farrows,  on  whom  every  tear 
Sits  like  a  wealthy  diamond,  and  inherits 
A  ftarry  luftre  from  the  eye  that  fted  it." 

The  fight  of  one  whofe  errors,  by  the  mercy 
of  God,  and  by  virtue  of  the  Atonement, 
which  alone  makes  repentance  efficacious,  have 
been  retrieved,  and  he  is  led  by  that  "  laving 
Spirit  into  the  land  of  Righteoufnefs  "  even  here, 
is  beautiful  and  refplendent,  as  muft  be  the 
light  of  the  Southern  Crofs  when  it  firft  burfts 
upon  the  mariner — "leading  the  thoughts" 
(they  are  the  words  of  the  Miffionary  Ellis) 
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"  by  an  irrefiftible  tendency  away  to  the  con- 
templation of  that  bright  luftre,  by  which  the 
Crofs  of  Calvary  fhall  ultimately  draw  within 
its  hallowed  influence  all  kindreds  of  men." 

And  the  Old  Vicar  faid  continually,  "  The 
world  is  not  fo  bad  as  it  is  painted,  as  good 
men  whofe  hearts  are  fet  on  Chrift,  and  Him 
crucified,  find  every  day.  Indeed,  through 
the  riches  of  God's  grace,  even  at  its  worft 
eftate,  the  whole  creation  that  groaneth  and 
travaileth  for  man's  fin,  is  wondrous  fair." 
To  which  he  would  add, "  It  was  a  grand  con- 
ception of  Milton  to  put  this  confeflion  into 
the  mouth  of  Satan,"  and  he  would  recite  the 
lines,  as  fome  may  have  remembered  Wordf- 
worth  doing,  ore  rot  undo. 

"  Satan  from  thence,  now  on  the  lower  ftair 
That  fcaled  by  fteps  of  gold  to  heaven  gate, 
Loolu  down  with  wonder  on  the  fudden  view 
Of  all  this  world  at  once.     As  when  a  fcout 
Through  dark  and  defert  ways  with  peril  gone 
All  night,  at  laft  by  break  of  cheerful  dawn 
Obtains  the  brow  of  fome  high-climbing  hill, 
Which  to  his  eye  difcovers  unaware 
The  goodly  profpe&  of  fome  foreign  land 
Firft  feen,  or  fome  renown*  d  metropolis 
With  glHTring  fpires  and  pinnacles  adorned, 
Which  now  the  rifing  fun  gilds  with  his  beams : 
Such  wonder  feized,  though  after  heaven  feen, 
The  Spirit  malign,  and  much  more  envy  feized, 
At  fight  of  all  this  world  beheld  fo  fair.** 
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CHAPTER  XXII. 

The  Records  of  Mortality. 

"  The  merry  lark  was  up  and  finging, 

And  the  hare  was  out  and  feeding  on  the  lea ; 
And  the  merry  bells  below  were  ringing, 
When  my  child's  laugh  rang  through  me. 

"  Now  the  hare  is  fnared  and  dead  befide  the  fnow-yard, 
And  the  lark  befide  the  dreary  winter  Tea  j 
And  the  baby  in  his  cradle  in  the  churchyard, 
Sleeps  found  till  the  bell  brings  me." 

"  The  whole  courfe  of  our  lives  is  full  of  interpun&ions,  or  commas : 
death  is  but  the  period  or  full  point'* 

"Death  reigns  in  all  the  portions  of  our  time.  The  Autumn  with 
its  fruits  provides  dilbrders  for  us,  and  the  Winter's  cold  turns  them  into 
(harp  difeaies,  and  the  Spring  brings  flowers  to  ftrcw  our  hearfe,  and  the 
Summer  gives  green  turf  sod  brambles  to  bind  upon  our  graves.  Ca- 
lentures and  forfeit,  cold  and  agues,  are  the  four  quarters  of  the  year, 
and  all  miniiter  to  death :  and  you  can  go  no  where,  but  you  tread 
upon  a  dead  man's  bones." 

"Quafi  (blftitialis  herba  paulifper  fui  j 
Repente  exortus  fum,  repentino  occidi." 

HEN  the  days  of  my  pilgri- 
mage are  over,  and  the  old 
labourers  I  knew  in  life  have 
carried    me    to    my    refting- 
place,"  faid  my  good  and  true  Parifhioner  John 
K  2 
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Cheerfield,  "  let  the  words  on  my  tombftone 
be  few."  And  I  replied,  "  The  God  of 
mercies  and  forgivenefles  add  unto  your  years 
as  many  as  fhall  feem  Him  good,  and  then  your 
children,  fo  well  brought  up  in  the  fear  and 
nurture  of  the  Lord,  will  fee  to  this  ! "  And, 
as  I  looked  upon  his  thin  fpare  frame  I  faid  to 
myfelf,  Great  heavy  bodies  like  mine  will 
often  pafs  away  with  their  own  weight, 

"  Whilft  others  part  with  breath 
From  bodies  worn  To  thin,  they  Teemed  to  be 
Grown  near  the  foul's  Inrifibility." 

I  loved  the  man,  as  thofe  interefted  in 
the  care  of  fouls  know  how  to  love;  and 
although,  perhaps,  I  might  fay, 

"  He  was  a  man 
I  knew  but  in  his  erening ;" 

yet,  as  after  grace  given,  and  the  chaftifements 
of  time  and  forrow,  I  beheld  the  ufeful  courfe 
of  his  declining  years,  fuppled  and  intenerated 
by  the  Spirit  of  prayer  and  fupplication,  I  faid 
as  I  beheld,  ("he  was  a  faithful  man  and 
feared  God  above  many ; ") — Let  me  live  the 
life  of  the  righteous !  One  could  not  but  be 
fafcinated  with  fuch  unpretending  goodnefs ! 

"  Nee  indole  clarius  illA 
Nee  pietate  fait."  % 
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"  The  widows  will  mifs  him,  that  they  will," 
faid  blunt  old  Sally  Streeter, — but  honeft  as 
blunt, — and  I  replied, "  Yes,  Sally, — the  worft 
of  our  ungrateful  and  thanldefs  ones  will  not 
be  able  to  fay,  c  There  were  no  widows  to  make 
lamentation  I ' " 

And  days,  and  weeks,  and  months,  and 
years  rolled  on  in  their  filent  courie,  girded 
in  by  eternity  on  both  fides,  and  then,  to  ufe 
the  fimple  language  of  the  patriarchal  days, 
the  pafling-bell  feemed  to  fay,  as  it  fwung 
folemnly,  And  he  died  !  And  I  faid  again 
— for  I  was  wont  to  think  much  of  death, 
and  the  judgment  to  come,  and  endeavoured 
to  die  daily,  "Let  me  die  the  death  of  the 
righteous y  and  let  my  loft  end  be  like  his!"  Let 
me  turn  to  account  the  days  of  my  years,  as 
he  did,  — days  of  this  life's  prilgrimage  (pared 
to  me  in  mercy  to  number  wifely, — for  deep 
fearchings  of  heart,  and  the  repentance  of  the 
redeemed,  and  the  charities  of  thofe  who  have 
loved  their  Lord!  How  profitable  is  it  to 
contemplate  the  lives  of  good  men,  and  to 
dwell  upon  their  memory  in  death ! 

"  But  to  the  heavens  that  fimple  foul  is  fled, 
Which  left,  with  fuch  as  covet  Chrift  to  know, 
Witnefs  of  Faith,  that  never  fhall  be  dead." 

The  good  examples  of  good  men  in  life  furpafs 
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all  the  vain  talk  of  the  world,  and  one  that 
faid,  in  memorable  words, 

"  I  met  old  Time  too,  mowing  mankind  down,** 

might  have  added  that  the  harveft  is  a  good 
one,  when  illumination  refults  in  aftive  grace. 
As  Bifhop  Hall  put  it,  "A  little  grace  is 
worth  much  illumination."  Happy  he,  as 
Statius  exprefles  it, 

"  Dubio  quern  non  in  turbine  rerum 
Deprendet  fuprema  dies  :  fed  abire  paratum 
Ac  plenum  vita." 

One  day,  no  matter  when,  I  went  into  the 
Churchyard  to  calculate  the  fpace  that  was 
left,  and  to  count  the  graves  of  the  people, 
and  the  duft  of  death, — and  methought  (for  I 
had  no  fear,  but  great  peace  rather)  each 
grave-ftone  faid  to  me  (there  are  "  fermons  in 
(tones ',"  as  that  old  Father  faid,  and  our 
great  Dramatift   repeated,)  And   he    died  ! 

1  St.  Bernard's  words  are,  "  Ezperto  crede :  aliquid  amplius  invenies 
in  filvis,  quam  in  libris.  Ligna  et  lapides  docebunt  te,  quod  k  magiftro 
audire  non  pom's."  Epift.  cvi.  DileBofuo  Henrico  Murdoch.  Tom.  i. 
no.  We  all  know  Shakfpeare*s  words  in  As  You  Like  It,  A&  ii. 
Sc.  i. 

"  And  this  our  life  exempt  from  public  haunt 
Finds  tongues  in  trees,  books  in  the  running  brooks, 
Sermons  in  ftones,  and  good  in  every  thing.** 
Good  old  Bifhop  Hall  refers  to  Bernard  in  his  Chriftian  Moderation, 
where  I  lighted  upon  the  paflage  years  ago,  before  I  was  poflefled  of, 
or  read  in,  Bernard,  "  Devout  Bernard  tells  his  friend  Murdach  with  an 
Experto  crtdt)  that  he  mall  find  more  in  the  woods  than  in  his  books: 
the  trees  and  the  ftones,  faith  he,  mail  teach  thee  that  which  thou 
canft  not  hear  from  thy  matters." — Book  I.  §  vi.  Tom.  Hi.  35.    Folio. 
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None  was  prefent,  none  living  I  mean,  but 
the  Old  Sexton  Time  fpake  audibly  enough, 
and  the  ready  conclufion  to  my  hand  was  this, 
"  I  muft  prepare  to  follow  thofe  that  are  gone 
before,  left  fuddenly  the  Lord  fhould  appear 
in  the  air,  and  the  voice  of  the  archangel 
loud  as  a  trumpet,  fhould  ring  in  mine  ears 
unprepared  for  the  found,  and  great  fear 
fhould  fall  upon  me."  Such  was  my  medita- 
tion on  the  green-iward  that  covered  the  duft 
of  many  generations,  and  I  thanked  the  Lord 
again  for  giving  me  warning,  and  as  the  full 
fenfe  of  the  Prophetic  Pfalm,  which  declared 
that  God  did  not  "fuffer  "  His  "  Holy  One  to 
fee  corruption?  came  upon  me,  I  faid  in  Faith, 
I  will  look  for  Thee  in  holinefs,  that  I  may 
behold  Thy  power  and  glory !  and  a  voice 
entered  even,  as  it  were,  into  mine  ears,  faying, 
"  Thou  /halt  fliow  me  the  path  of  life :  in  thy 
prefence  is  the  fulnefs  of  joy,  and  at  thy  right 
hand  there  is  pleqfure  for  evermore  !  " 

And  I  thought  again  upon  the  Patriarchal 
epitaph,  c<  And  he  died,"  and  I  could  not 
but  conclude  that  thofe  few  words  were 
what  my  good  old  Parifhioner  might  have 
liked  to  be  cut  on  his  memorial  ftone.  For, 
how  ftriking  is  the  fimplicity  of  the  expreflion, 
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and  how  always  do  plain  fimple  words  find 
their  way  home  to  the  heart !  The  Effayift 
was  furely  right,  "  Routes  Us  paffions  qui  Je  j 
laiffent  goufter,  et  dig6rer,nefont  que  midiocres"  j 
Who,  when  forrows  are  the  heavieft,  and  grief 
the  deepeft,  makes  long  fpeeches,  or  ufes  great 
fubftance  of  words  '  ?  True  forrow  of  heart  hath 
lightly  few.  Deep  feeling  chokes  utterance, 
and  the  lips  of  one  that  is  "  of  a  Jorrowful 
fprit?  like  Hannah  in  the  Scripture,  move 
ufually  in  Prayer,  and  without  the  voice's 
being  heard.     As  one  faid, 

"  Deep  riven  with  (oft  murmur*  glide'along, 
The  (hallow  roar  V* 

What  a  retrofpeA  is  that  of  five  and  twenty 
years  in  a  Pariih  !  What  records  of  mor- 
tality rife  up  before  a  Prieft  of  years — ad- 
vanced on  his  way,  like  Paul  the  aged  !  Few 
of  the  living  but  can  talk  to  him  of  their 
dead, — and  how  many,  grown  in  grace,  love 


1  Who  could  ever  foiget  the  folemn  brevity  of  Antilochus  in  report- 
ing the  death  of  Patroclus,  "  Kcrroi  ndrpotcKos"  Iliad  xviii.  20. 
"Narrare  vero  quis  brevius,  quam  qui  mortem  nunciat  Patrocli?" 
Quin&il.  Inft.  z.  1. 

*  Beaumont  and  Fletcher's  Lover's  Progrefs,  A&  iv.  Sc.  m.  The 
old  Latin  Adage  is  "  Cur*  leva  loquurttur,  ingmta  ftupent"  So  in 
Macbeth, 

"  Give  forrow  words :  the  grief  that  does  not  fpeak, 
Whifpcrs  the  o'er- fraught  heart,  and  bids  it  break.*' 

A&  iv.  Sc.  iii. 
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to  do  fo  ?  To  fuch,  the  forrows  of  the  dead 
and  dying  become  mellowed,  and  it  is  no  un- 
pleafant  thing  to  commune,  as  it  were,  with 
thofe  gone  before,  and  to  talk  of  the  Lord 
as  their  memorial.  What  better  epitaph  than 
thofe  words  of  Hofea, 

The  Lord  is  his  memorial  ! 

Happy,  very  happy  thofe,  of  whom  it  may  be 
{aid,  without  partiality,  and  without  hypocrify ! 
And  perhaps,  for  I  love  to  meditate  on  the 
miracles  of  God's  mercy,  the  number  is  greater 
than  fome  may  be  inclined  to  fuppofe.  To 
this  intent,  God  worketh  every  day, — and,  as 
regards  men,  who  do  their  duty  to  their  neigh- 
bour faithfully, 

"  Sweet  mercies'  healing  balm 
Is  the  extra&on  of  brave  fpirits,  which, 
(By  innate  valour  rarefied,)  enrich, 
With  that  fair  gem,  the  triumph  of  fuccefij— 
Whilft  cowards  make  the  victor's  glory  leis, 
Their  higheft  flame  of  rage  being  but  dull  earth, 
Fired  into  tyranny,  the  fpacious  birth 
Of  a  precedent  fear,  whofe  bafenefi  knows 
No  calm,  but  what  from  others'  danger  grows.'* 

Thoughts  like  to  thefe,  whether  by  the 
grave's  mouth,  or  in  Churchyards,  would 
make  us  acquainted  now  with  what  is  to  betide 
us  by  and  by>  and  we  fhould  be  at  peace,  or 
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ever  the  time  come,  when  one  that  pafleth  by, 
looking  upon  our  Grave-ftone,  fhall  fay 

And  he  died. 

Sonletimes  it  is  obje&ionable  to  have  a  path 
through  a  Churchyard, — but  the  Old  Vicar 
faid,  "  There  is  one  through  ours,  and  I 
had  rather  it  remained.  People  think  little 
enough  of  what  is  to  be  hereafter,  and  if,  as 
they  pafs,  one  thought  can  be  turned  in  the 
right  direction,  fo  much  the  better.  The 
Roman  fyftem  of  burying  by  the  wayfide 
had  more  in  it  than  Heathendom  eafily  arrived 
at.  Death  fpake  to  them  who  were  but  (lightly 
apprehenfive  of  mortality." 

It  is  a  ftriking  verfe  that  of  St.  Paul  to  tht 
Philippians,  "  /  am  in  a  ftrait  betwixt  two, 
having  a  dejire  to  depart,  and  to  be  with  Chrift, 
which  is  far  better"  Such  was  his  conclufion 
who  was  "in  labours  more  abundant"  The 
heavy  toil  of  his  apoftolic  and  miflionary  life 
had  taught  him,  now  ftrong  in  the  Faith,  to 
difcern  the  blefled  confummation  of  labour  in 
the  Lord  without  ceafing, — that  is  to  fay, 
Rest  in  Christ.  And  good  is  it  for  us  all 
to  difcipline  ourfelves  that  we  may  be  ready 
when  the  unloosing  time  fhall  come,  and  our 
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cable  be  flipped,  and  the  body  of  our  death 
fhall  be  diflblved  into  its  parts, — "earth  to 
earth,  afhes  to  aflies,  duft  to  duft," — whilft 
the  foul  refts  in  hope,  till  the  full  confumma- 
tion  of  its  bleffednefs  fhall  be  declared  in  the 
face  of  men  and  angels.  And  a  bright 
thought  was  it  of  a  gifted  child  of  genius,  and 
had  more  of  heaven  in  it  than  of  earth, — that 
if  we  could  thoroughly,  that  is,  faithfully 
realize  the  glories  of  immortality,  we  fhould 

"  Rejoice  for  thofe  that  live, 
Becaufe  they  live  to  die.** 

Different  was  the  remark  of  the  great 
Reformer,  Luther,  but  it  has  in  it  the  germ 
of  deep  thought.  "  Did  a  man  truly  realize 
the  truth  that  he  is  the  heir  of  God  in  Chrift, 
it  would  be  a  martyrdom  to  live  on !" 

The  poor  child,  William  Evans,  the  old 
Blackfmith's  fon  at  Hanwood,  lay  ill  for  many 
months,  and  befides  his  Clergyman,  he  was 
vifited  conftantly  by  a  benevolent  and  excellent 
Chriftian  woman.  One  day,  to  her  great  fur- 
prife,  he  afked  her,  "  Why  fhould  people  be 
fo  much  afraid  of  death l  ?   Surely,"  he  added, 

1  Very  different  is  the  intent  of  Lucan's  lines, 

"  Certe  populi,  quos  defpicit  Ardos, 
Felices  errore  fuo,  quos  ilk  timorum 
Maximus  haud  urget,  Utki  mettu" — Phadal.  i.  458. 
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"  if  they  repent,  and  believe  what  is  written 
in  their  Bibles,  as  I  do,  there  can  be  no  caufe 
for  fear," — and  he  turned  his  luminous  eyjes 
upon  her,  and  waited  for  a  reply.  As  good 
a  one  perhaps,  but  no  better  woman  ever 
lived,  and  fhe  always  quoted  this  as  the 
moft  remarkable  inftance  of  fimple  unhefi- 
tating  Faith  fhe  had  ever  known.  He  lived 
fome  little  time  after  this,  and  at  laft  fell  on 
fleep,  as  children  do,  in  a  frame  of  mind  the 
moft  angelic.  Five  and  thirty  years  after- 
wards, when  I  read  thefe  lines  in  the  Introduc- 
tion to  Hiawatha,  I  thought  of  the  poor  old 
Smith's  departing  child ! 

"  Ye  whofe  hearts  are  rVefh  and  fimple, 
Who  hare  faith  in  God  and  Nature, 
Who  believe,  that  in  all  ages. 
Every  human  heart  ia  human, 
That  in  even  lavage  bofoms, 
There  are  longings,  yearnings,  ftrivings, 
For  the  good  they  comprehend  not ; 
That  the  feeble  hands  and  helplefi, 
Groping  blindly  in  the  darknefi, 
Touch  God's  right  hand  in  the  darknefi 
And  are  lifted  up  and  (lengthened 5 — 
Liften  to  my  fimple  ftory !" 

At  fuch  a  time  it  is  that  the  ftrength  of  Faith 
is  beft  difcerned,  when  man's  mortality,  and 
man's  fears,  and  the  natural  apprehenfion  of 
impending  death,  are  {wallowed  up  in  God's 
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comforts !  Then  faith  He  to  his  fecret  ones, 
— to  his  called,  eledfc,  and  chofen, — that  is  to 
fay,  to  all  who  have  thoroughly  repented 
them  of  their  fins,  and  relying  altogether  on 
the  Atonement  made  for  them,  are  ready  to 
die  unto  the  Lord,  "  Be  of  good  comfort,  I 
will  never  leave  thee  nor  forfake  thee, — hold 
on  by  me  and  live,  even  if  unto  men  ye  fhall 
appear  to  die,  and  to  mingle  with  the  duft  of 
death !"  Good  words  and  comfortable  words 
thefe  for  the  fervant  of  his  Lord  about  to 
depart  in  peace,  and  whofe  laft  breath  is 
moulded  into  fome  fuch  prayer  as  this, "  Have 
mercy  upji  me"  ftill,  O  Lord,  "Thou  that 
lifteft  me  up  from  the  gates  of  death"  What 
a  transition  muft  that  be  from  death  unto 
life! 

"  And  happy  he  that  can  in  time  beware 
By  others*  harms,  and  turn  it  to  his  good : 
Bat  wo  to  him,  that  fearing  not  t*  offend, 
Doth  ferve  hit  luft,  and  will  not  fee  his  end.** 

"When  I  count  the  Regifter  of  Burials  for 
a  quarter  of  a  century,"  faid  the  old  Vicar, 
"even  in  a  comparatively  fmall  Parifh  like 
mine  by  the  Sea-board  and  the  Down,  what 
recolle&ions  crowd  upon  my  mind  as  the 
Records  of  Mortality,  written  but  in  ink, 
ftand  out  before  me !    What  fad,  what  happy, 
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fcenes  have  I  witneffed !  How  much  ought 
I  to  have  learned!"  And  he  would  add, 
"Warwick's  words  have  much  pith  and 
matter  in  them,  if  taken  in  the  right  fenfe. 

c  There  is  *  hiftory  in  all  men's  lives, 
Figuring  the  nature  of  the  time  deceafed : 
The  which  obferved,  a  man  may  prophefy 
With  a  near  aim,  of  the  main  chance  of  things, 
As  yet  not  come  to  life,  which,  in  their  deeds 
And  weak  beginnings  lie  intreafured. 
Such  things  become  the  hatch  and  brood  of  time.* 

It  is  becaufe  fo  many  of  us  are  defperately 
mortal  that  we  apprehend  not,  as  we  ought, 
the  glory  that  is  to  be  revealed  when  thefe 
dull  bodies  of  ours  fhall  have  patted  the  grave 
and  the  gate  of  death." 

And  I  may  add,  by  the  way,  that  living  in 
the  country,  and  being  an  excellent  Naturalift, 
the  old  Vicar  was  a  great  admirer  of  Kirby 
and  Spence's  volumes,  and  always  referred  to 
the  following  paflage  with  much  fatiffaftion. 
"  It  was  altogether  fuggeftive,"  he  faid. 

"  Although  the  analogy  between  the  different 
ftate  of  infedts  and  thofe  of  the  body  of  man 
is  only  general,  yet  it  is  much  more  complete 
with  refped  to  his  foul.  He  firft  appears  in 
his  frail  body, — a  child  of  the  earth,  a  crawl- 
ing worm,  his  foul  being  in  a  courfe  of  training 
and  preparation  for  a  more  perfeA  and  glorious 
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exiftence.  Its  courfe  being  finished,  it  cafts 
ofF  the  earthly  body,  and  goes  into  a  hidden 
ftate  of  being  in  Hades,  where  it  refts  from 
its  works,  and  is  prepared  for  its  final  confum- 
mation.  The  time  for  this  being  arrived,  it 
comes  forth  clothed  with  a  glorious  body,  not 
like  its  former,  though  germinating  from  it, 
for,  though  f  it  is  /own  an  animal  body,  it 
fliall  be  raifed  a  fpiritual  body/  endowed  with 
augmented  powers,  faculties,  and  privileges 
commenfurate  to  its  new  and  happy  ftate. 
And  here  the  parallel  holds  perfe&ly  between 
the  infe<St  and  the  man.  The  butterfly,  the 
reprefentative  of  the  foul,  is  prepared  in  the 
larva  for  its  future  ftate  of  glory ;  and  if  it 
be  not  deftroyed  by  the  ichneumons  and  other 
enemies  to  which  it  is  expofed,  fymbolical  of 
the  vices  which  deftroy  the  fpiritual  life  of  the 
foul,  it  will  come  to  its  ftate  of  repofe  in  the 
pupa,  which  is  its  Hades ;  and  at  length,  when 
it  aflumes  the  imago,  break  forth  with  new 
powers  and  beauty  to  its  final  glory  and  the 
reign  of  love.  So  that  in  this  view  of  the 
fubjedt  well  might  the  Italian  poet  exclaim : 

c  Non  ▼'  accorgete  voi,  chc  noi  flam'  vermi 
Nad  a  formar  Pangelica  farfalla 1  ?' " 

1  See  Reprint,  p.  38.   Referring  to  "  Pfyche  "  as  meaning  both  the 
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"Neighbour  Standon,"  faid  old  William 
Miles  to  me  the  other  day,  "will  not  live 
long.  The  butterfly  lighted  upon  his  lips  the 
day, — and  t'other  night  the  owl  kept  flapping 
againft  his  window.  Thefe  are  always  figns 
and  warnings,  and  there  is  no  miftaking  them." 

And  fetting  afide  all  fuperftitious  vanities, 
fuch  intimations  have  exifted  in  all  times. 
For  example.  The  idea  was  common,  not 
only  in  claflic  ftory,  but  even  amongft  the 
Jews,  that  heavenly  appearances,  whether  of 
God  or  His  angels,  were  forefhadowings  or 
warnings  of  death.  Over  fuch,  fo  fituated,  the 
fhadow  of  death  feemed  to  pafs,  and  fomething 
more  than  mortal  brufhed  them  by,  like  the 
ruftling  of  wings ; — and  if  they  were  preferved, 
from  that  time  forth  the  mark  of  the  hand  of 
death  was  conceived,  as  well  by  themfelves  as 
by  their  neighbours,  to  be  upon  them.  And, 
perhaps,  that  (hiking  queftion  in  the  Book 
of  Job  looks  this  way,  "  Have  the  gates  of 
death  been  opened  unto  thee?  or  haft  thou  Jeen 
the  doors  of  the  fhadow  of  death  fn 

human  foul  and  a  butterfly,  the  following  occurs  in  a  note.  "It is 
worthy  of  remark  that  in  the  North  and  Weir  of  England,  the  moths 
that  fly  into  candles  are  called  faults  (fouls)  j  perhaps  from  the  old 
notion  that  the  fouls  of  the  dead  fly  about  at  night  in  fearch  of  light. 
For  the  fame  reafbn,  probably,  the  common  people  in  Germany  call 
them  gkofts  (Qeiftchen)." 
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One  day, — it  muft  be  a  dozen  years  agone, 
— I  was  fitting  with  the  old  Vicar  when  James 
Long  gave  his  accuftomed  knock  at  the  ftudy 
door, — James  Long  and  his  knock  were  as 
well  known  as  the  houfehold  clock  or  houfe- 
hold  words, — "Come  in,"  was  the  word, — 
and  in  he  came  with  that  accuftomed  familia- 
rity of  the  old  fchool,  totally  different  from 
the  flippant  vulgar  familiarity  of  the  new. 
"Well,  James,"  faid  my  old  friend,  "what's 
to-do  now?"  "Nettley  has  been  with  me," 
he  replied,  "  and  has  requefted  you  would  go 
to  fee  his  old  gal" — (fhe  was  70  years  old,  at 
leaft,) — "  for  fhe  runs  ahead  ftrangely,  and  all 
night  long  has  been  faying  the  ftrangeft 
things."  "  An  excellent  old  body,  James,  no 
harm  can  touch  her  to  hurt  her,  fay  what  fhe 
will."  To  which  the  old  man  faid  in  his  own 
peculiar  way,  (Suflex  people  have  a  peculiar 
ufe  of  the  Greek  pi  iwaic,)  "  There's  worfe 
people  in  the  world  than  Jhey  plenty !" — by 
which  he  meant  to  fay,  there  were  few  better 
in  the  Parifh.  To  which  he  added,  "  I  think 
inftead  of  ftarting  at  your  ufual  time  you  had 
better  go  at  once,  for  fhe  has  been  telling  of 
things  longer  paft  than  I  can  recoiled, — and 
fhe's  telling  of  things  which  are  to  be,  unlefs 
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people  mend,— quite  prophetic  like/* — and 
old  James  put  on  his  moft  peculiar  look,  and 
bowed  himfelf  out, 

"  Nimbler  than  the  (and* 
That  run  i'  the  clock's  behalf." 

Staff  in  hand, — my  trufty  companion  by 
day  and  by  night,  given  me  by  an  old  veteran 
of  the  Nile, — I  ftarted  for  the  houfe,  and 
there,  true  enough,  I  found  the  poor  woman 
in  a  very  reftlefs  and  excited  ftate,  and  the 
gqffips  liftening,  as  is  their  wont,  to  the 
words  of  the  departing.  At  my  prefence 
fhe  became  more  compofed.  She  faid,  how- 
ever, "  that  fhe  had  feen  and  heard  much 
fince  fhe  laft  faw  me,  and  that  fhe  fhould  not 
be  long  here.  Things  are  very  bad,"  fhe 
added,  "but  fhe  hoped  they  would  mend!" 
And  then,  ftretching  out  her  long,  gaunt, 
finewy  arms,  fhe  repeated  the  Pfalmift's  words, 
as  in  a  Prayer,  "  Take  away  the  rebuke  that  I 
am  afraid  of,  for  thy  judgments  are  good.  It  is 
time  for  thee,  Lord,  to  lay  to  thine  hand,  for 
they  have  deftroyed  thy  law."  Having  uttered 
thefe  verfes  like  a  penitent,  and  withal  fome- 
thing  like  Scott's  Noma  of  the  Fitful-head, 
fhe  became  quiefcent,  and  I  left  her.  The 
next  day  word  was  brought  me  that  fhe  was  no 
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more,  and  old  James  Long  faid,  "  All  people 
that  (peak  in  parables,  and  utter  dark  fentences 
in  ficknefe,  as  fhe  did,  never  live  long."  One 
was  he  to  have  faid  with  Herodotus,  "  Many 
and  full  proofs  have  we  of  fuch  warnings  '." 

And  fo  I  fell  a  thinking. 

That  tradition  of  the  Jews  "  that  the  Spirit 
of  Prophecy  was  not  communicated  to  any 
but  good  men,"  admits  of  exceptions,  like  the 
perverfe  Balaam's, — but  this  admits  of  none, 
that  good  men  only  have  bright  anticipations 
of  the  world  to  come.  From  them,  ordinarily, 
the  darknefs  of  this  life  pafles  away,  and  it  is 
an  old  opinion  that  the  nearer  they  are  to 
their  diflblution,  the  greater  is  their  intuition 
into  futurity.  And,  without  confining  this 
remark  to  Jewifli  or  to  Chriftian  times, 
Hotfpur's  words  contain  a  wide-fpread  no- 
tion. 

"  O,  I  could  prophecy, 
But  tint  the  earthy  and  cold  hand  of  death 
lies  on  my  tongue." 

But,  though  we  ftore  up  the  words  of  the 
dying,  any  apprehenfion  of  the  prophetic 
fpirit  as  fpecially  attaching  to  fuch,  is  but  a 
vain  opinion,   overruled    by   Truth,   which, 

1  Arj\a  W)  xoAAooTi  reKfx-ripioiai  4<rrt  rit,  Otia  r&y  Tpayfidruv. — 
Lib.  be.  c.  ioo. 
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whilft  it  admits  the  benefit  of  long  experience, 
rendereth  unto  God  the  things  that  are  God's ! 
Whatever  advance  any  one  makes  towards  the 
knowledge  of  what  is  within  the  veil,  (Imply 
follows  on  the  obedience  of  the  Faith,  and  the 
words  of  the  Lord  Jefus  are  applicable  here  as 
elfewhere,  "  If  any  man  will  do  His  will,  he 
/hall  know  of  the  doifrine,  whether  it  be  of 
God"  "  The  upright  love  thee"  and,  as  in 
life,  fo  in  death,  "  Thou,  most  upright,  dojl 
weigh  the  path  of  the  juft"  And,  what  an 
unwife  man  doth  not  well  confider,  and  a  fool 
doth  not  underftand  at  all,  is  this,  "Right 
dear  in  the  fight  of  the  Lord  is  the  death  of  his 
faints"     Even  fo ! 

"  So  muir  we  hope  to  fee  God's  face 
At  laft  in  heav'n  on  high, 
When  we  have  changed  this  mortal  place 
For  immortalitie!" 

Such  are  the  great  truths  of  Scripture  on  this 
head, — and  if  any  will  admit  thefe,  and  ftrive 
to  live  and  die  in  them, — we  will  concede  to 
him  the  great  beauty  of  old  John  of  Gaunfs 
words. 

"  O,  but  they  fay,  the  tongues  of  dying  men 
Enforce  attention,  like  deep  harmony : 
Where  words  are  fcarce,  they  are  feldom  fpent  in  vain } 
For  they  breathe  truth,  that  breathe  their  words  in  pain. 
He,  that  no  more  muft  fay,  is  liften'd  more 

Than  they  whom  youth  and  care  have  taught  to  gloze  J 
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More  are  men's  ends  mark'd,  than  their  lives  before  j 

The  fetting  fun,  and  mufick  at  its  clofe, 
As  the  loft  tafte  of  fweeta  is  fweeteft  laft : 
Writ  in  remembrance  more  than  things  long  paft : 
Though  Richard  my  life's  counfel  would  not  hear 
My  death's  fad  tale  may  yet  undeaf  his  ear." 

Shaldpeare  puts  into  his  mouth  the  general 
fentiment  of  the  age,  when  he  makes  him  fay, 
lying  upon  his  fick  couch, 

"  Methinks  I  am  a  prophet  now  infpired ; 
And  thus,  expiring,  do  foretell  of  him;'* 

but  Richard  fets  all  this  at  defiance,  and  with 
the  ftrong  common  fenfe  which  oftentimes, 
perhaps  generally,  accompanies  the  afts  of  the 
unprincipled,  ambitious  man,  anfwers  him 
with  a  fheer,  and  called  him 

"  A  lunadck  lean-witted  fool, 
Prefuming  on  an  ague's  privileges." 

"  But  many  people  are  like  the  Richard  of 
hiftory,  and  whether  hiftory  fpeak  true  of  him 
or  not,"  faid  the  old  Vicar,  "this  I  will 
venture  to  fay  for  the  benefit  of  all  unbelieving 
fouls,  who  difregard  The  Prophecy  of  the 
Scriptures,  no  lefs  than  the  warnings  of  good 
men  departing  hence,  that  their  opinion  is  but 
a  c  fhady  kind  of  nothing,'  who  can  fuppofe 
that  thefe  marvellous  ftruftures  of  our  bodies, 
— fearfully  and  wonderfully  put  together, — 
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are  nothing  elfe  but  *  fo  many  heaps  of  more 
refined  duft,  fortuitoufly  afiembled,  which  at 
laft  muft  be  blown  away  again.9  Better, 
better  far  than  this,  is  the  grofleft  ignorance 
of  the  moft  unlearned  and  ignorant  of  thofe 
baptized  into  Chrift  for  His  death!  They 
know,  at  leaft,  that  Death  is  but  a  tributary 
fteward,  and  muft  render  up  his  account  of 
every  atom  of  human  duft. 

<  A  little  while,— a  little  while, 

And  the  dark  grave  mall  yield  its  truft, 
Yea,  render  every  atom  up, 

Of  human  duft!* 

Depend  upon  it, c  it  is  nothing  elfe  that  makes 
men  queftion  the  immortality  of  their  fouls 
fo  much  as  their  own  bafe  and  earthly  lives, 
which  firft  makes  them  wifh  their  fouls  were 
not  to  live  for  ever,  and  then  to  think  they 
are  not/  It  is  but  the  foolifh  body  that 
hath  faid  in  his  heart,  There  is  no  life  after 
death ; — and  even  yet,  when  he  fays  fo,  fear 
is  in  his  way  continually,  and  he  knows  no 
reft,  and  his  life  hangs  in  doubt, — and  whilft 
the  righteous  Lord  maketh  c  all  his  bed  in  his 
Jickne/Sy  for  the  believing  foul, — of  the  un- 
believer are  thefe  words  in  the  Book  of 
Deuteronomy  true  for  all  time,  (In  the  morn- 
ing thou  /halt  fay y  Would  God  it  were  even  ! 
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and  at  even  thou  /halt  fay>  Would  God  it  were 
morning  I  for  the  fear  of  thine  heart  wherewith 
thou  /halt  fear y  and  for  the  fight  of  thine  eyes 
which  thou /halt  fee.*  So  fad  is  his  foreboding  ! 
fo  miferable  the  ftate  of  his  unreft ! " 

Well  did  I  note  the  words  of  the  good  old 
man,  and  I  thought  of  thofe  lines  of  Davies, 
in  the  Immortality  of  the  Soul ;  no  common 
writer,  and  no  mean  poet. 

•"  Whoever  feet  thefe  irreligious  men 

With  burden  of  a  ficknefs  weak  and  faint, 
But  heart  them  talking  of  religion  then. 
And  vowing  of  their  fouls  to  every  faint ! 

"  When  was  there  ever  curfed  Atheift  brought 
Unto  the  gibbet,  but  he  did  adore 
That  blefled  Power,  which  he  had  fet  at  nought, 
Scorned  and  blafphemed  all  his  life  before  ? 

M  Thus  light  vain  perfbns  rail  are  drunk  and  mad, 
With  furfeitings  and  pleafures  of  their  youth  j 
But  at  their  death,  they  are  freih,  fober,  fad, 
Then  they  difcern,  and  then  they  fpeak  the  truth. 

"  If  then  all  fouls,  both  good  and  bad,  do  teach 
With  general  voice,  that  fouls  can  never  die  j 
Tis  not  man's  nattering  glofs,  but  Nature's  fpeech, 
Which,  like  God's  oracles,  can  never  lie.** 

A  ftriking  inftance  of  what  great  harm  may 
be  done  by  wandering  emiflaries  of  mifchief  was 
ftiown  in  the  cafe  of  poor  old  Edward  Cofens. 
He  was  a  peculiar  man  by  nature,  and  his 
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early  habits  fhowed  that  grace  was  not  at 
work  then.  A  very  aged  man  was  he  when  I 
knew  him  firft, — and  I  grieved  to  find  he 
neither  attended  a  Church,  nor  cared  for  a 
Chapel.  A  thorough  confcientious  Church- 
man myfelf,  I  wifli,  of  courfe,  that  every  one 
fhould  lift  up  his  hands  in  the  fanftuary,  and 
praife  the  Lord; — but  worfhip  any  where 
rather  than  not  worfhip  at  all !  And  fo  find- 
ing out  that  the  poor  old  man  had  long 
given  up  all  Religious  Communion  of  any 
fort, — day  by  day  as  he  came  round  with  his 
bafket  of  oranges  and  nuts  I  looked  upon  him 
with  great  intereft,  and  rather  encouraged  the 
children  to  buy  fomething  of  him.  This 
brought  him  in  winter  to  the  kitchen  fire,  and 
a  little  warm  beer,  with  fome  ginger  and 
nutmeg  in  it,  was  not  altogether  unacceptable. 
Bit  by  bit,  we  got — not  intimate, — (for  the 
fpirit  of  fufpicion  and  of  the  old  Smuggler 
was  deep-rooted  in  him,  and  the  fliarp  quick 
reply,  and  the  rolling  reftlefs  eye,  told  clearly 
that  there  was  a  gulf  between  us,) — but  more 
eafy  in  our  communications. 

About  this  time  it  happened  that  his  poor 
old  wife, — a  moft  Chriftian  woman  in  every 
fenfe  of  the  word,  and  one  who  had  had  to 
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bear  with  much, — on  a  winter's  day,  flipped 
down  by  her  own  door,  and  broke  her  thigh- 
bone clofe  to  the  hip-cap.  It  was  a  very  bad 
bufinefs,  and,  as  fhe  was  then  feventy  years 
old,  it  was  hardly  to  be  expedted  it  would 
unite  well.  But,  we  had  an  excellent  Parifh 
Surgeon  who  took  great  intereft  in  her  cafe, 
and,  ftrange  to  fay,  with  the  afliftance  of 
porter  and  port-wine  and  her  quiet  tempera- 
ment, feafoned  with  grace,  ofleous  matter  was 
thrown  out  in  abundance, — no  inflammation 
fupervened, — and  fhe  had  the  full  ufe  of  the 
limb  again,  though,  of  courfe,  it  was  fhorter 
than  the  other. 

It  was  during  the  long  winter  months  that  I 
watched  over  the  good  old  foul  that  I  had 
conftant  interviews  with  the  old  man; — and, 
by  degrees,  though  the  winter  did  not  give, 
(it  continued  over  March,)  he  did,  and  the 
moral  thaw  was  remarkable.  By  degrees, 
the  quick,  hefitating  manner  fubfided, — the 
eye  rolled  lefs,  and  the  voice  was  lefs  loud. 
This  was  a  proof  at  once  that  he  was  becoming 
lefs  excitable,  and  would  foon  be  more  com- 
municative. At  laft,  one  day,  he  faid  ab- 
ruptly— "  I  (hall  get  a  bit  of  a  fcratch  and 
come  to  church," — (I  fhould   have  faid  he 
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was  quite  bald,) — <c  if  all  you  fays  to  the  old 
gal  be  true,  it's  neer'ft  the  mark  what  I  (hall 
hear  there.  For  many  years  I  have  heard 
very  different  things,  and  what  you  call  great 
things — *  better  things ,  and  things  which  ac- 
company falvationy' — thefe  have  entirely  paffed 
me  by*  She  always  feid  I  was  wrong, — and 
fhe  has  had  much  to  put  up  with.  I  havVt 
been  to  her  all  I  might  have  been."  All  this 
was  faid  with  reference  to  his  poor  fick  wife  ; 
— a  moft  Chriftian  foul,  as  I  faid,  in  every  way. 
But,  her  ficknefs  was  bis  mending, — and  he  told 
me  how  he  had  lived  through  the  worft  days 
of  the  French  Revolution,  and  how  men's 
minds  were  unfettled  by  emiflaries  of  evil,  and 
the  diftribution  of  atheiftical  tra&s  and  books, 
— and  he  added,  "  Things  are  much  changed 
for  the  better  now, — and  the  fault  of  unr 
educated  children  always  lies  at  the  parents' 
door."  On  one  occafion,  when  an  old  man 
of  ftupendous  ftature,  and  proportionate 
ftrength  originally,  had  lingered  for  months, 
and  at  laft  went  to  his  reft,  he  faid  to  me, 
"  He,  like  myfelf,  fir,  was  one  who  liftened  to 
the  bad  counfellors  of  thofe  days,  and  didn't 
believe  a  word  of  the  Bible  for  years, — but 
ficknefs  brought  him  to  his  bearings,  and  he 


Digitized  by 


Google 


and  the  Down. 


lived  to  know  better."  I  did  not  fay,  at  the 
time,  that  the  poor  fellow  had  told  me  all  this, 
and  how  I  had  referred  him  to  that  ftriking 
paflage  in  St.  Paul's  Hiftory,  and  to  the  altar  at 
Athens  fct  up  to  the  "Unknown  God." 
Nothing  could  be  more  diftreifing  for  a  while 
than  the  ftate  of  his  mind, — but  he  fell  back 
upon  the  promifes,  and  had  hope  in  the  end. 
I  may  note  too,  by  the  way,  that  he  retained 
a  copy  of  the  Pilgrim's  Progrefs,  like  my,  old 
friend  at  Heene,  and  although  he  had  not  read 
it  as  fhe  did,  he  fpoke  of  it  as  an  excellent  Book. 
Depend  upon  it  old  Bunyan  did  good  fervice  ! 

"  He  loved  the  world  that  hated  him  5  the  tear 
That  dropp'd  upon  his  Bible  was  fincere ; 
Affair d  by  fcandal  and  the  tongue  of  ftrifc, 
Hb  only  anfwer  was  a  blameleft  life ! " 

A  word  or  two  more  about  my  old  Parifh- 
ioner  Edward  Cofens, — pleafant  in  part,  but 
in  fome  refpe&s  very  melancholy.  The  plea- 
(ant  part  of  the  ftory  is,  that  he  bought  him- 
felf  zfcratch,  and  worfhipped  at  home  and  in 
the  congregations, — was  a  fincere  penitent, 
and  a  devout  communicant.  But,  within  two 
years,  his  poor  old  wife  died, — and  then,  a 
man  more  bereaved  and  defolate  I  never 
recoiled.  He  ftill  went  about,  it  is  true,  with 
his   bafket,  —  containing    a    few    nuts,    and 
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almonds,  and  oranges, — and  every  one  was 
glad  to  buy  without  much  counting  the  coft. 
Clear  however  it  was  to  all  that  though  the 
body  held  out,  the  mind  was  failing,— and  at 
laft  he  became  quite  imbecile.  Under  thefe 
circumftances  we  were  obliged,  for  fear  of  fire, 
to  remove  him  to  Prefton-houfe,  where  he  had 
every  comfort,  and  was  well  cared  for ; — who 
is  not  well  cared  for  with  fuch  a  chaplain  as 
H.  D.  to  look  after  them  ?  I  faid  at  the  time, 
it  would  not  be  for  long, — but  it  was  our  only 
alternative,  and  the  beft  thing  that  could  be 
done  for  him,  as  he  had  no  relative  left  to 
take  charge  of  him.  And  fo  it  turned  out, 
he  did  not  furvive  for  a  month, — dozed,  as  it 
were,  into  eternity, — was  brought  home,  and 
decently  buried  by  the  fide  of  his  faithful 
partner  who  had  fallen  on  fleep  before  him. 

Every  care  was  taken  by  the  Old  Vicar 
for  the  living  and  the  dead  !  What  a  beauti- 
ful thing  is  Mrs.  Southey's  Pauper's  Death- 
Bed.     He  loved  to  read  it,  for  he  loved  her. 

The  Pauper's  Death-Bed. 

"  Tread  foftly,  bow  the  head, 
In  reverent  filencc  bow. 
No  paffing-bell  doth  toll, 
Yet  an  immortal  foul 
Is  paffing  now. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


"  Stranger !  however  great, 

With  lowly  reverence  bow, — 
There's  one  in  that  poor  fhed — 
One  by  that  paltry  bed 

Greater  than  thou ! 

"  Beneath  that  beggar's  roof, 

Lo !  Death  doth  keep  his  ftate  ; 
Enter — no  crowds  attend — 
Enter,  no  guards  defend 
TAh  palace  gate. 

"  That  pavement,  damp  and  cold, 
No  fmiling  courtiers  tread  j 
One  filent  woman  Hands 
Lifting  with  meagre  hands 
A  dying  head. 

"  No  mingling  voices  found — 
An  infant  wail  alone 5 
A  fob  fuppreiTd, — again 

That  fhort  deep  gafp,  and  then 
The  parting  groan. 

"  Oh !  change — Oh !  wondrous  change  — 
Burft  are  the  prifon  bare— 
This  moment  there y  Co  low, 
So  agonized,  and  now, 
Beyond  the  ftars ! 

"Oh !  change— ftupendous  change  ! 
There  lies  the  foullefs  clod  ; 
The  fun  eternal  breaks 
The  new  immortal  wakes 

Wakes  with  his  God." 

But,  after  all,  and  although  the  intercourse 
which  exifts  between  a  well-regulated  Paftor 
and  his  Parifh  is  delightful,  yet  are  the 
Records  of  Mortality  full "  of  lamentations  and 
mourning  and  woe.*'    The  Burial  Regifter,  like 
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Ezekiel's  roll,  is  written u  within  and  without? 
and  it  is  a  very  fad  one,  for  bold  bad  men  far 
outnumber  the  meek  ones  of  the  earth  who 
follow  after  peace  and  holinefs.  Not  a  little 
of  the  Bible  wordfa  Us  to  the  ground,  and  the 
blot  of  our  original  corruption  is  unmiftake- 
ably  vifible  every  where.  Notwithftanding  the 
work  of  grace  that  is  going  on  day  by  day, 
wickednefs  abounds,  and  death  triumphs. 
Fluke,  the  Edomite,  for  example,  going  to 
feek  a  carpenter  on  a  Sunday  morning,  and 
not  finding  him,  burfts  out  with  the  blafphe- 
mous  exclamation, — "Gone  to  that  damned 
church  again ! "  and  the  whole  courie  of  his 
fojourn  amongft  us  was  in  character.  The 
Queen  proclaims  a  folemn  Faft,  on  the  visita- 
tion of  the  Cholera, — and,  in  due  time,  a  Day 
of  Thankfgiving,  when  the  fcourge  is  taken 
away  from  us, — but  Henry  Hardcaftle  exafts 
all  his  men's  labours,  and  fears  neither  ficknefs 
nor  forrow,  God  nor  devil.  Again,  a  Faft  is 
proclaimed  when  Englifti  blood  was  fhed  like 
water  in  the  Indian  Mutiny,  and  Mr.  Righteous- 
overmuch^  for  whom  the  Church  was  not  good 
enough,  made  the  bricklayers  (not  of  this 
Parifh)  work  on  at  his  houfe.  It  fo  chanced 
that  there  was  an  awfiil  ftorm  that  evening, 
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and  it  blew  all  the  work  down, — and  a  poor 
fimple  woman  faid  in  her  ignorance,  "The 
wrotch  l  !  God  Almighty9 s  orders  came  quick 2" 
She  thought  utter  difobedience  to  the  Queen's 
Letter  an  abnegation  of  the  Bible  according 
to  Rom.  xiii.  i,  2,  1  Pet.  ii.  17,  and  perfifted 
in  faying,  cc  We  don't  want  fuch  low  fluff  in 
our  Parifli."  Bp.  Daniel  Wilfon  was  clearly 
right.  "The  pride  of, our  hearts  muft  not 
put  on  a  religious  garb.  Religious  felf-will  is 
worfe  than  any  other."  Such  fellows  are  loud 
in  their  aflertion  that  the  Bible  is  not  faithfully 
translated.  Clearly  their  a£ls  want  a  Bible  of 
their  own  making.  But,  happily,  another 
perfon's  money  won't  make  a  Bible!  Very 
iad,  very  melancholy  are  fuch  things  in  a 
Chriftian  land,  and  yet  they  are,  and  good 
men  mourn  in  fecret. 

Beckford  faid  fomewhere,  "  We  do  not  live 
here  long  enough  to  acquire  the  hornbook  of 


1  "  Uriconium  or  VtrKon\umy  on  the  Severn,  became  in  Saxon  times 
fVreakemeafiert  and  afterwards  JFroxeter.  The  ancient  name  is  alfo 
preferred  in  a  neighbouring  mountain  called  fPrekin-hill."  The  gifted 
author  meant  u  The  Wrekin"  to  all  friends  round  which,  as  a  Shrop- 
fhire  man,  we  wifli  "  God  fpeed!"  Had  he  known  that  the  South 
Saxons  in  Sufiex  call  "  wretch "  "  wroteh"  he  would  have  got  ftill 
clofer  to  JVroxcter.    See  Edinburgh  Review,  April,  i860,  p.  365. 

1  Laft  Good  Friday  a  Plymouth  Brother  faid  to  a  highly  refpe&able 
bricklayer  in  my  Pariih,  "  I  fuppofe  you  will  work  to-morrow  ?"  His 
reply  was,  "  I  never  did  work  on  Good  Friday,  and  I  never  intend." 
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life;" — but  thofe who  live  in  continual  contaft 
with  the  realities  and  fadder  miferies  of  mor- 
tality, know  but  too  much,  wearing  even  the 
hornbook  to  tatters.  The  fenfualift  knows  little, 
— the  man  that  denies  himfelf  continually,  and 
weeps  with  thofe  that  weep,  and  is  alive  to 
what  betides  his  brethren  in  adverfity,  he  it  is 
that  knows  much !  No  heathen  Agelaftus  is 
he,  but  has  a  deep  infight  into  the  confolatory 
text,  Jesus  wept  !  If  every  Parifh  be,  more 
or  lefs,  Bochim,  or  the  place  of  weepers,  the 
thought  of  thofe  moft  facred  tears  which  the 
Lord  of  Life  ftied  in  His  unfinning  humanity, 
leads  on  thoughtful  fouls  to  the  next  fliorteft 
verfe  in  the  Bible,  but  of  large  acceptation, 
"  Rejoice  evermore"  And  again,  when  dwelling 
upon  the  Records  of  Mortality,  how  refrefhing 
are  the  words  of  the  Pfalmift,  "  "They  that/aw 
in  tears ,  /hall  reap  in  joy.  He. that  now  goeth 
on  his  way  weeping,  and  beareth  forth  good  feed, 
/hall  doubtlejs  come  again  with  joy,  and  bring 
his  /heaves  with  him" 

To  fall  back  on  words  like  thofe  has  com- 
forted many  an  Urfula,  who  faid, 

"I  have  markt  it  well,— it  mull  be  true, — 
Death  never  takes  but  one  alone,  but  two ! 
Whenever  he  enters  in  at  a  door, 
Under  roof  of  gold  or  roof  of  thatch, 
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He  always  leaves  it  upon  the  latch, 

And  comes  again  ere  the  year  is  o'er. 

Never  one  of  a  houfehold  only  ! 

Perhaps  it  is  a  mercy  of  God, 

Left  the  dead  there,  under  the  fod, 

In  the  land  of  ftrangers,  Jhould  be  lonely !" 

Poor  Alfred  Fairfight  grieved  fadly  over  his 
young  family,  as  one  after  another  was  taken, 
but  never  was  he  heard  to  murmur.  He  had 
a  good  hope  becaufe  of  God's  word, — and  I 
always  noted  that  he  took  the  churchyard- 
path  on  his  way  home.  Much  that  was 
precious  to  him  lay  there !  His  remarks  were 
few, — but  a  chaftened  fadnefs  hung  about  him 
like  the  cloak  of  a  mourner,  and  he  died 
young.     And  I  faid, 

"  His  part  is  played,  and  though  it  were  too  fhort, 
He  did  it  well!" 

Pleafant  is  it  indeed,  amid  the  rough-hewn 
inftances  of  ftony-heartednefs  one  meets  with 
continually,  to  light  upon  gentle  natures  in 
which  grace  has  fo  kindled  meeknefs,  and 
humility,  and  patience,  and  long-fuffering,  as 
to  make  them  enviable!  Such  was  Alfred 
Fairfight,  and  his  memory  is  ftill  frefh  as 
clover  newly  trodden  on. 

"  So  gentle  was  thy  pilgrimage  beneath  5 — 
Time's  unheard  foot  fcarce  made  lefi  noife, 
Or  the  fort  journey  which  a  planet  goes !" 

VOL.  II.  M 
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A  very  different  man  was  Robert  Andover. 
Stealthily  he  had  done  a  great  deal  of  mifchief, 
although  his  worft  intents  were  check-mated. 
He  was  what  was  called  in  thofe  days  a  Radical 
Reformer,  attending  but  little  to  his  own 
bufinefs,  intermeddling  much  with  the  bufinefs 
of  others.  The  refult  was  bankruptcy  with 
extenuating  circumftances, — and  he  lived  to  fee 
what  he  then  called  Reform  in  a  different  light. 

The  old  Vicar  always  called  himfelf  a 
{launch  Reformer, — but  all  his  Reform  was 
on  virtue's  fide,  and  he  chiefly  took  care  that 
there  Ihould  be  a  compenfation  balance  to 
keep  the  multitude  in  order.  Robert  Andover 
limply  made  them  his  tool,  faying, — (he  had 
been  educated  at  one  of  Edward  Vlth's  fchools, 
and  remembered  fcraps  of  Latin,) — Populus 
vult  decipi,  et  decifiatur.  The  old  Vicar's 
reply  was,  <c  No  hocus-pocus, — no  deception, 
— no  charlatanry, — no  little  Popifh  trick3  for 
me; — but,  let  the  people  be  well  educated, 
and  let  thofe  who  are  educated  fet  them  good 
examples.  Cafuiftry  and  Jefuitifm  are  always 
Deftruftives,  not  Confervatives!"  Many 
people  live'  to  regret  afts  of  wild  violence 
during  times  of  great  political  excitement, — 
few  to  retrieve  them.     Such  was  die  cafe  with 
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Robert  Andover,  for  whofe  better  parts  the 
old  Vicar  could  not  help  having  a  ftrong 
liking.  Unquestionably  he  did  a  great  deal 
of  harm  by  egging  on  a  half-educated  and 
excitable  people. 

Thefe  extra&s  from  H.  Walpole's  letters, 
written  when  the  French  Revolution  was 
rolling  onward,  lavarlike,  with  terrific  destruc- 
tion, but  publifhed  long  after,  the  old  Vicar 
thought  very  wife  and  well-timed, — though, 
by  the  bye,  the  character  of  Horace  was  not 
altogether  a  favourite  with  him.  Almoft  in- 
imitable as  a  letter-writer,  there  was  z/hiftinefs 
about  him  which  ill  (luted  hfe  pofition.  As 
€€  the  thing  that  hath  been,  it  is  that  which  /hall 
be ;  and  that  which  is  done  is  Skat  -which  /hall 
be  done?  I  venture  to  give  them. 

"  Anarchy  muft  ftride  on,  and  people  will 
find  out  that  a  diflblution  of  all  government 
is  not  the  beft  way  of  reforming  even  the 
worft.  Crimes  made  feme  fort  of  government 
originally  neceflary;  but  till  now,  nobody 
ever  thought  that  giving  the  utmoft  latitude  to 
all  crimes,  was  the  fureft  mode  of  keeping  man- 
kind in  order  and  happy ;  and  yet,  with  that 
universal  indulgence  of  the  rights  of  men,  the 
French  prifons  are  twenty  times  fuller  than  ever 
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they  were, — except  of  aflaffins  and  plunderers." 
And  again,  in  a  letter  written  to  the  fame 
Countefs  of  Oflbry  a  few  days  later, "  Mobs  can 
deftroy  a  government  for  a  time,  but  it  requires 
the  greateft  talents,  and  the  greateft  firmnefs* — 
ay,  and  time  to  recompofe  and  eftablifti  one. 
Our  conftitution  proves  that  no  good  govern- 
ment can  be  formed  at  once,  or  at  once  reformed; 
and  reafon,  without  experience,  would  tell  one 
the  fame,  for  nature  does  not  produce  at  the 
fame  period  a  number  of  great  men  enough 
to  comprehend  all  the  abufes  that  ought  to  be 
corre&ed  in  any  fyftem,  and  at  the  fame  time 
to  forefee  the  greater  evils  that  would  arife 
from  various  alterations;  for  good  and  evil 
are  fo  intermixed  in  human  affairs  in  a  feries 
of  ages,  that  it  would  require  the  omnipotent 
hand  of  the  Creator  to  feparate  the  bran  from 
the  chaff;  and  fince  He  has  permitted  the 
intermixture,  and  not  revealed  the  fecret,  it 
becomes  us,  though  bound  to  aim  at  the 
amendment  of  abufes,  to  proceed  with  diffi- 
dence and  a  timid  hand.  A  prefumptuous 
Alexander  may  cut  a  Gordian  knot  with  his 
(word;  and  I  wifh  it  had  never  been  worfe 
occupied, — but  perhaps  the  poor  knot  hurt 
nothing  but  his  pride ;  and  to  be  fure  his  time 
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would  have  been  better  employed  in  con- 
tinuing to  try  to  unravel  it,  than  in  drawing 
his  {word  on  anv  other  occafion." 

But  thefe  remarks  have  carried   us 
from  the  Records  of  Mortality, — 


away 


"  Mortality, 
A  garment  which  fince  man  firft  wore,  hath  bin 
But  once  caft  off  without  fome  fpots  of  fin." 

It  is  only  babes,  whofe  chryfom  robe  ferves 
for  a  winding-fheet,  that  are  like  unto  the 
kingdom  of  heaven.  Wafhed  in  the  Laver 
of  Baptifm,  little  that  is  of  earth  earthy 
attaches  to  them !  They  go  hence,  and  are 
no  more  feen,  and  the  angels  take  them ! 

Such  was  the  babe  of  Ellen  Anftruther,  and 
very  fad  was  the  firft  great  forrow  that  came 
to  her  houfehold.  After  a  long  time  of 
fuffering,  a  wee  treafure  was  born  prematurely, 
—one  of  thofe  eight  months'  children  which, 
as  nurfes  tell,  fo  rarely  live.  But  live  it  did 
for  a  fortnight,  and  then  pafled  away  in  all  its 
beauty.  "  I  cannot  recall  it,"  faid  the  mother 
in  her  forrow,  "  as  it  looked  lovely  either  in 
life  or  death, — but  only  with  a  wild  feared 
look  it  had  fometimes  as  it  lay  in  my  arms 
convulfed, — perhaps  the  fweet  pale  face  may 
dawn  upon  my  memory  by  and  by.     We 
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buried  it,"  flic  wrote  to  her  friends,  "  in  one 
of  the  little  caps  grandmamma  gave  it,  and 
which  fhe  had  worn  in  her  lifetime.  The 
trufty  Mary  crimped  it  afrefh,  and  H.  put  a 
primrofe  into  the  little  angel's  hands, — fo  even 
in  death  fhe  was  lovingly  tended." 

"  I  felt  better,"  fhe  continued,  "  when  the 
Burial  was  over.  The  little  darling  had  been 
laid  on  a  table  in  the  room  over  mine, — about 
over  the  foot  of  my  bed,  and  I  ufed  to  hear 
people  go  to  look  at  it,  and  it  felt  quite  com- 
pany to  me;  and  when  I  heard  H.  come 
down  flairs  to  pafs  our  door  with  the  little 
coffin,  I  felt  as  if  I  fhould  have  died  of  fbrrow 
and  defolation.  However,  I  got  through 
pretty  well  confidering.  It  is  the  only  grave 
on  the  north  fide  of  the  Churchyard,  and  we 
are  going  to  have  a  little  crofs  put  up,  and  we 
fhall  fee  it  from  our  windows 1." 

Thefe,  reader,  are  the  very  words  of  Ellen 
Anftruther  on  the  Burial  of  her  firft-born, 

1  Fofter  gives  thefe  pretty  lines  in  his  Life  of  Biihop  Jebb. 
"  Beneath  this  tomb  an  infant  lies, 
To  earth  whofe  body  lent, 
Hereafter  fhall  more  glorious  rife 

But  not  more  innocent. 
When  the  Archangel's  trump  fhall  blow, 

And  fouls  to  bodies  join, 
What  crowds  fhall  wiih  their  lives  below 
Had  been  as  fhort  as  thine  !** 

Vol.  ii.  212. 
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and  like  all  words  of  real  pathos,  they  are 
perfe&ly  fimple.  "The  affiled  Mother, 
fays  the  Afiatic  Proverb,  who  has  loft  her 
children  is  not  like  the  woman  who  weeps  for 
hire."  To  which  I  may  add,  as  one  who 
!  knew  all  the  circumftances,  that  before  fhe 
and  her  hufband  left  their  homes  to  feek, 
when  it  can  be  had,  that  change  which  is  good 
for  a  body  worn  with  ficknefs,  and  a  mind 
diftreffed,  the  Paflion  Week  intervened.  "  A 
moft  happy  coincidence,"  fays  Wilfon  Evans 
in  his  Hiftory  of  Valehead  Re&ory,  "  inas- 
much as  their  own  attention  was  thus,  in  the 
moft  powerful  degree  poffible,  diverted  from 
their  own  fufferings  to  thofe  of  a  crucified 
Redeemer,  which  was  appointed  to  take  away 
all  lafting  caufe  of  forrow."  But,  what  that 
good  fervant  of  his  God  mentions  in  a  moft 
inftru&ively  affe&ing  fi&ion  was  in  this  cafe  a 
reality.  And,  impreffed  with  the  folemn 
thoughts  of  that  holy  time,  Ellen  returned  to 
her  own  home  for  change, — and,  To  beloved 
had  fhe  been  there,  that  the  people  were  ready 
to  eat  her  up,  and  kept  holiday  almoft  at  the 
fight  of  her.  And  well  they  might,  for  long 
had  fhe  looked  to  all  their  wants.  And 
by  degrees  the    forrows    fhe  brought    with 
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her  departed, — and  the  deep  lines  on  hdr 
pallid  fuffering  face  relaxed,  and  fmiles  played 
about  her  expreffive  features  like  beautiful 
foft  fummer  evenings'  lightning,  and  when  all 
the  people  round  about  her  old  homeftead  had 
faid,  "  God  blefs  her ! "  fhe  returned  once 
more  to  her  own  home  to  blefs  and  to  be  bleffed, 
thanking  God  from  her  heart.  How  plealant, 
in  her  abfence,  to  dwell  upon 

"  Her  fweet  humour 
That  is  as  eafy  as  a  calm,  and  peaceful  j — 
All  her  affections  like  the  dews  on  rofes, 
Fair  as  the  flowers  themfelves,  as  fweet  as  gentle  ! " 

The  Old  Vicar  knew  all  this,  and  it  rejoiced 
him  at  the  heart,  and  he  ufed  to  fay  that  the 
knees  of  every  man  who  had  good  children 
fuch  as  Ellen  Anftruther  ought  to  be  horny 
from  conftant  kneeling,  and  conftant  giving 
of  thanks.  And  although  the  charader  of 
this  good  creature,  to  mere  human  eyes,  was 
one  of  great  praise  and  high  example,  he  would 
ftill  refer  to  the  Re&ory  of  Valehead,  and  to 
that  portion  of  it  which  tells  of  "  The  Firft 
Death  in  the  Family,"  (with  him  a  great 
favourite,)  and  quote  thefe  words,  "Sorrow 
completely  alters  characters,  or  rather  ftrips 
off  the  outward  garb,  and  brings  the  real  and 
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interior  man  to  view.  The  mighty  fall,  the 
lowly  rife,  the  ftrength  of  man  is  laid  proftrate, 
and  the  weaknefs  of  God  ftands  firm/' 

One  day,  the  Old  Vicar  pointed  out  to  me 
an  aged  man,  bent  like  a  willow,  and  with 
thofe  marks  on  a  face  which  teftify  to  what 
the  mind  within  has  gone  through ;  yet  was 
there  a  cheerfulnefs  in  his  frank  falutation 
which  did  one  good.  It  was  like  that  of  my 
departed  Friend1,  William  Davifon's,  who 
delighted  in  doing  good,  and  died  as  he  had 
lived,  in  doing  it.  "That  man,"  faid  my 
old  kind  chronicler,  "  is  a  remarkable  perfon  in 
his  way,  and  few  are  concerned  more  with  the 
Records  of  Mortality."  Omnes  compofui 2  is 
literally  his  cafe.  He  has  no  connexion  with 
this  Parifh,  but  in  the  fummer  months  he 
often  comes  here.  Formerly  he  was  compara- 
tively fpeaking  a  wealthy  man, — now  he  has 
only  juft  enough  to  live  upon,  and  yet  his 
fubdued  penfivenefs  is  moft  attraftive,  and  out 
of  the  little  that  remains  to  him  he  contrives 
to  do  much  good.      All   that  he   had  was 

1  "  Qu<i  Beet,  attrniu  tamen  «."  Ovid.  Met  x.  164.  Horace 
defcribc*  his  chara&er  in  two  words, — "fmplex  hilar'tjque"  a  Epift. 
ii.  193. 

»  "Eft  ribi  mater? 

Cognati  J  queis  te  falvo  eft  opus  ?    Haud  mihi  quifquam  : 
Omtus  compofui" — Hot.  i.  Sat.  ix.  28. 
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fwallowed  up  in  the  Peruvian  mining  fpecu- 
lations.  Contrary  to  his  wiihes  his  fons 
engaged  in  them, — loft  their  all, — and  died, 
as  many  did  who  had  joined  in  thofe  wild 
fchemes,  almoft  poverty-ftricken.  Grace  it  is 
that  yields  him  his  comforts, — but  I  have : 
often  applied  to  his  cafe  the  lines  of  Beaumont '; 

and  Fletcher,  in  the  Honeft  Man's  Fortune. 

1 

"  He  does  bear  hii  loft 
With  fuch  a  noble  ftrength  of  patience,  that 
Had  Fortune  eyes  to  fee  him  fhe  would  weep 
For  having  hurt  him,  and  pretending  that 
She  did  it  but  for  trial  of  his  worth 
Hereafter  ever  love  him.*' 

For  many  years  I  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
vifiting  at  the  Vicarage,  and  by  degrees  raoft 
of  the  Parifhioners  became  known  to  me,  one 
way  or  another.  But  upon  the  laft  occafion 
I  noticed  a  middle-aged  woman  I  had  never, 
to  my  recolleftion,  feen  before, — and,  two 
Sundays  following,  I  obferved  fhe  always 
waited  for  the  Chriftenings, — had  her  book 
with  her, — and  went  regularly  through  the 
fervice.  Her  drefs  was  peculiar, — Quakerifh 
it  might  have  been  called,  had  there  not  been 
too  much  white  in  it,  and  had  it  been  more 
carefully  put  on.  Evidently  there  was  fome- 
thing  more  than  met  the  eye  in  all  this,  and 
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the  earneft  way  in  which  flic  made  the  re- 
(ponies  reminded  me  of  that  great  attention 
which  is  paid  to  this  facred  rite  in  Sweden  and 
Denmark '.  So  I  determined  to  aflc  my  Old 
Friend  about  her  on  our  return  from  the 
Church.  All  the  information  he  could  give 
me  was  that  flie  was  a  ftranger  in  thefe  parts 
— that  flie  came  from  Tredegar  in  Monmouth- 
ihire — that  flie  had  buried  all  her  children — 
and  that  her  mind  was  evidently  unhinged, 
though  flie  was  quite  able  to  look  to  her  own 
affairs,  or  to  make  a  will.  Her  hufband,  my 
informant  rather  fufpeAed,  had  held  a  fitua- 
tion  in  (bme  of  the  iron  works  at  Merthyr  or 
Rhymney,  but  he  did  not  know.  All  he 
knew  was  that  he  died  from  an  accident,  and 
that  flie  came  to  look  after  fome  relations  by 
the  "Sea-board  and  the  Down."  Thefe  flie 
did  not  find,  but  by  the  mereft  accident 
lighted  upon  a  nurfe  who  had  lived  in  the 
Morgan  family,  and  who  happened  to  be 
engaged,  for  the  time  being,  in  the  Parifh. 
This  woman  gave  her  an  excellent  name, — and 
in  fa&,  gave  the  Old  Vicar  all  the  information 
he  was  in  pofleffion  of. 

1  "  In  the  midft  of  Divine  Service  the  infants  are  brought  in  to  be 
baptised,  and  it  is  well  known  that  daring  the  rite  devotion  is  the 
fincercft."— "  Troft  and  Mai."  From  the  Daniih.    By  Mary  Howitt* 
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The  next  time  I  came  ftie  was  gone, — but, 
all  the  time  ftie  was  in  the  Parifti  ftie  was  a 
regular  Churchwoman,  and  a  Communicant, 
and  never  miffed  the  Baptifmal  Service.  "  It 
was  this,"  faid  my  old  Friend,  "  that  kept  her 
unbalanced  mind  together  ; — and  it  feemed  to 
me,  that  when  ftie  faw  the  infants  in  their 
white  Baptifmal  Robes,  fhe  had  always  her 
own  before  her  clothed  in  white, — that  'fine 
linen  which  is  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  faints ; ' 
— and  mentally  perhaps  ftie  faid, 

'This  mortal  flough  caft  off,  I  hope  to  ftand, 
Clad  in  immortal  youth,  at  His  right  hand, 
Not  as  the  meed  of  mine  own  righteousnefs, 
But  numbered  with  His  children  none  the  leis.* 

Had  Mrs.  Southey  been  alive,"  added  the 
Old  Vicar,  "  what  a  fweet  poem  would  ftie  have 
written  upon  her, — the  c  Greenwood  Shrift/ 
and  the  c  Landing  of  the  Primrofe'  were  not 
prettier.  Depend  upon  it  the  Church  of  our 
Fathers  has  grand  affociations, — unequalled 
refreftiings, — comforts  not  to  be  matched. 
Home  recollections '  attach  longeft  to  the 
fandluary, — old  melodies,  however  homely, 
once   heard  there,  keep   the  mind   in   tune, 

1  "  There  is  a  peculiar  power  in  the  facred  fan&uary  where  home 
recollections  linger,  in  the  well-remembered  old  melodies,  which 
exalt  us  over,  and  carry  us  away  from  the  fcenes  of  e very-day  life." — 
"  To  be  or  not  to  be.*'     Hans  Chriftian  Anderfen,  p.  364. 
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though  the  world  jar  never  fo  roughly,  or  the 
ruts  of  life  be  never  fo  deep!"  To  which  he 
would  add  with  a  fmile,  "  The  three  bells  of 
dear  Hanwood  Church,  two  of  which  were 
cracked,  convey  to  my  ears  what  a  Cathedral 
peal,— though  they  were  cthe  merry  Chrift 
Church  bells/ — never  could ; — and  old  John 
Altree's  Baflbon,  and  the  deep  intonation  of 
his  clerk's  AUM, — it  was  his  way  of  faying 
Amen, — brings  back  to  my  mind  what  the 
fulleft  choir  never  could,  and  what  the  moft 
accomplifhed  clerk  in  gown  and  taffels  never 
did  and  never  can ! " 

It  was  Ali  that  faid,  "  The  recolle&ion  of 
youth  is  a  figh ! " 

With  the  poor  woman  ftill  in  view,  I  will 
conclude  this  chapter  with  a  paflage  from 
Lathbury's  "  Hiftory  of  the  Book  of  Common 
Prayer,  with  the  Rubrics  and  Canons." 

c<  While  fbme  may  leave  us  for  the  Church 
of  Rome,  others  do  not  conceal  their  predilec- 
tion for  the  platform  of  Calvin.  Amidft  the 
diftraftions  and  the  changes  of  time,  the  true 
Churchman  will  adhere  to  the  formularies  of 
the  Church,  which,  with  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
are  his  fafeguards  againft  errors  in  do&rine, 
or  inconfiftency  in  pra&ice." 
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CHAPTER  XXIII. 

The  Country  Churchyard  and  the 
Graves  of  the  People. 

"  But  now  my  foul  prepare 
To  ponder  what  and  where  we  are : 
How  frail  k  life,  how  vain  a  breath 
Opinion,  how  uncertain  death  j 
How  only  a  poor  ftone  fhall  bear 
Witnefi  that  once  we  were." 

"Time  was  I  ftood  where  thou  doft  now 
And  viewed  the  dead  as  thou  doft  me} 
Ere  long  thou'lt  lie  as  low  as  I, 
And  others  ftand  and  look  on  thee !" 

"Who  knows  whether  the  beft  of  men  be  known,  or  whether 
there  be  not  more  remarkable  perfons  forgot,  than  any  that  ftand  re- 
membered in  the  known  account  of  time?** 

"  Optima  prima  feri  mambus  raphmtur  avaru, 
hnpkntur  mtmeris  deteriora  Juts." 

"  Methought  that  wifdom  came  and  warned  me  in  hafte 
To  love  fuch  lefTons  as  I  learned  in  that  my  youth  was  paft ! 
For  fhort  would  be  my  fweet,  and  time  would  pafs  away, — 
The  man  is  in  his  grave  to-day  who  lived  yefterday!** 

HESE  lines  would  run  in  my  head 
as  I  pafled  through  our  Church- 
yard early  one  June  morning  on 
my  way  to  Chipper's  Caftle, — no 
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real  caftle,  fave  in  the  fenfe  in  which  every 
man's  houfe  is  his  caftle,  but  two  cottages  by 
a  pond's  fide,  where  fome  South  Saxon  blood 
yclepcd  Chipper l  had  refided  fince  they  were 
built, — and  apt  lines  they  were,  for  the  fod 
had  been  broken  lately  in  many  places,  and 
the  little  hillocks  told  the  tale  of  mortality. 

What  thoughts  rife  in  a  rightly  difpofed 
mind  on  the  fight  of  a  Churchyard,  efpecially 
in  the  country,  where  all  is  ftill  and  quiet! 
Seems  it  not  to  fay,  what  the  ftone  ftatue  of 
Sethos  only  pointed  at — 'Ec  ipi  r*c  opiw 
a><Tf/3ijc  iaria— "  Look  on  me,  and  be  thou 
holy  ?  "  What  aflbciations,  what  deep  fearch- 
fogs  of  heart,  are  fuggefted  by  the  railed  fod ! 

"  Around  the  Church  a  fpirit  band 
Of  God's  elea  in  glory  ftand  j 
And  faith  upon  each  brow  can  fee 
The  radiance  of  eternity! 

1  "  Clipper  "  is  pure  Anglo-Saxon,  like  ceapen,  cypett.  So  we  have 
fimilar  words  in  chapman,  to  cheapen^  to  chop  a  bargain,  in  Swedifh 
into  where  the  k  is  pronounced  ch  as  in  LinkHping,  i.  e.  Lira  dipping. 
The  German  kaufen,  the  Danifh  kjobey  the  Belgian  Koopett,  the  Icelandic 
keufa,  dec.  Ac,  all  paint  one  way.  It  is  worth  while  confuting  White 
Kennet's  Gloflary  under  the  head  Chip— Churches. 

I  may  add  the  extract  following,  juft  publUhed  as  this  iheet  goes 
through  the  prefi. 

"  As  the  uieful  arts,  and  commerce,  began  to  fpread  after  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  conquefb,  correfponding  names  arofe.  Many  derived  from 
chtpe*y  applied  to  places  of  commercial  traffic;  among  fuch  are  Cheap- 
fidc,  die  ward  of  Cheap,  Ibfk-Cheap,  Gfcpftow,  Chippathzmy  Chipping- 
Norton,  Gfcyprag-Ongar,  Chipping-Wycomb.  To  this  lift  may  be  added 
GpMwthorpe  in  Yorkshire,  which  deferves  to  be  compared  with  Copen- 
hagen in  Denmark,  and  with  KaufBzucrn  in  Germany.** — Edinburgh 
Review,  April,  i860,  p.  371. 
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"  The  « daft  of  Jacob  *  who  can  count ! 
Or  meaiure  its  fablime  amount, 
That '  goodly  fellowship,*  th*  anointed  hoft, — 
The  heroes  of  the  Holy  Ghoft." 

The  words,  good  reader,  are  thofe  of  Robert 
Montgomery, — from  the  San&uary  on  "  All 
Saints'  Day," — himfelf  not  long  after  to  be 
numbered  with  thofe  long  dead !  who,  if  he 
was  not  a  great  poet,  had  great  powers,  and 
wifhed  every  day  of  his  life  to  go  about  doing 
good. 

To  one  ufed  to  a  Churchyard  thefe  words 
of  the  Preacher  mull  come  home.  t€  The 
living  know  that  they  fliall  die**  and,  in  his 
remarkable  Sermon  upon  this  text,  preached 
at  the  Funeral  of  Algernon  Grevill,  Bifhop 
Ezekiel  Hopkins  makes  this  plain  practical 
comment  upon  them.  "  It  is  the  privilege  of 
the  living,  that,  knowing  the  frailty  of  their 
lives,  and  the  certainty  of  their  diflblution, 
they  may,  by  repentance  and  holinefs,  (b 
prepare  themfelves  for1  death  as  to  make  it 
only  a  happy  tranfition  from  a  temporal  to  an 
eternal  life,  and  an  inlet  into  endlefs  Wife  and 
joy. — We  read  but  of  two  only  of  all  man- 
kind exempted,  by  a  peculiar  grace  and 
privilege,  from  this  hour  of  death,  and  they 
were  Enoch  and  Elias.     God  ftrangely  tacked 
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their  temporal  and  eternal  life  together ;  and 
made  their  time  flow  into  eternity,  without 
any  ftop  or  interruption;  like  rivers,  which 
glide  into  the  fea  with  a  free  and  undifturbed 
courfe,  while  ours  mull  firft  fink  and  find  a 
pafiage  under  ground. — And  as  fea-water 
lofeth  its  brackiftinefs  when  percolated  through 
the  earth,  and  becomes  fweet  and  wholefome ; 
fo  a  Chriftian  when  he  is  drained  through  the 
grave,  lofeth  all  his  brackiftinefs,  and  his 
dregs  and  fcum,  and  becomes  pure  and  holy, 
fit  for  the  enjoyment  of  a  pure  and  holy 
God/' 

Very  plain  ftriking  words  are  thefe,  and 
having  to  pafs  through  the  Churchyard  day 
by  day,  and  obferving  the  many  tombs, — 
fome  newly  erefted,  fome  with  none  to  look 
after  them  now  living,  I  faid, 

u  When  our  fouls  (hall  leave  this  dwelling 
The  glory  of  our  fair  and  virtuous  a&ons 
Is  above  all  the  'fcutcheons  on  our  tomb 
Or  filken  banners  over  us." 

But,  if  one  fay,  Why  all  this  wafte,  Why 
all  thefe  tombs  ?  Why  fence  our  Churchyards 
well  in,  and  remove  them  from  common 
ground?  fuch  an  one's  thoughts  are  irre- 
verent, and  his  views  are  low.     Little  faith 
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has  he  in  what  is  to  be  hereafter, — and  his 
underftanding  is  darkened.  Travellers  tell 
you  that  the  evaporation  that  goes  on  from 
the  waters  of  the  Dead  Sea,  and  from  the 
waters  of  the  Lake  Titicaca  in  Peru,  ("  the 
largeft  lake  in  the  world  at  the  elevation  at 
which  it  is  placed,"  fays  Mr.  Hill,)  are  pretty 
much  the  fame,  in  confequence  of  the  drynefs 
of  the  atmofphere.  I  dare  fay  it  is  fo, — but 
of  this  I  am  fure,  that  but  for  the  continual 
dew  of  God's  blefling  we  fhould  be  dried  up 
altogether. 

To  take  no  thought  for  our  dead  is  a  fort 
of  heathenifh  indifference, — even  more !  Under 
any  circumftances  Chriftians  can  entertain  no 
fuch  cuftom.  On  the  contrary,  "  though  the 
greater  part  mull  be  content  to  be,  as  though 
they  had  not  been,  and  to  be  found  in  the 
regifter  of  God,  and  not  in  the  record  of 
man," — ftill,  wherever  the  fpirit  is  moft 
Chriftian,  there  the  dead  are  never  forgotten, 
the  Funeral  Service  is  the  moft  folemn, 
Churchyards  are  moft  reverently  kept.  More- 
over, being"  baptized  for  the  dead" — in  hopes 
of  the  Refurreftion  of  the  dead,  and  our  own 
refurredion  with  them  to  life  everlafting, — we 
call  the  refting-places  for  this  fhell  or  fcaffold- 
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ing  of  our  bodies  Cemeteries,  that  is  to  fay, 
dorters^  dormitories^  or  fkeping-places  for  our 
dead.  Believing  in  the  Refurre&ion  of  the 
Body,  we  reverently  commit  what  is  mortal  to 
the  earth,  and  forget  not  by  the  way,  that  the 
Lord  God  forgot  not  his  fervant  Mofes  or 
living  or  dead.  For,  when  he  died  in  the 
land  of  Moab,  according  to  the  word  of  the 
Lord,  the  Lord  buried  him  out  of  fight, 
neither  had  the  devil  power  to  hurt  him,  when 
he  contended  with  Michael  the  Archangel  for 
his  body.  Earth  had  received  it  as  a  facred 
depofit  at  the  hands  of  God, — and  the  heaven 
above,  and  the  earth  beneath,  and  the  waters 
under  the  earth  mull  abide  His  will.  But, 
when  the  trumpet  fhall  found,  then  the  earth 
muft  give  up  the  dead,  and  the  fea  muft 
give  up  the  dead  that  are  in  it,  and  death 
and  hell  muft  deliver  up  the  dead  that  are  in 
them,  to  be  judged  every  man  according  to 
his  works.  Meanwhile,  as  the  grave  and  gate 
alone  is  pafled,  and  whilft  we  await  the  Refur- 
reftion  of  our  bodies,  a  feal  is  fet  upon  the 
remains  of  the  faithful,  and  the  angels  are  the 
watchers.  But,  though  there  be  many  bones 
in  the  open  valley  of  this  world,  and  although, 
as  in  Ezekiel's  vifion,  they  be  Cf  very  dry" — 
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yet,  at  the  appointed  time  there  will  be  "  a 
noifey  and  behold  a  Jhaking^  and  the  bones  come 
together ■,  bone  to  his  bone.*'  Meanwhile,  as  one 
faid,  "  The  foul  is  in  the  body,  as  the  lamps 
were  in  Gideon's  pitchers ;  break  the  pitchers, 
and  the  lamps  will  fhine,  and  then  begins  the 
vi<5tory." 

If,  during  the  time  of  their  mortal  lives, 
fpiritually,  and  to  their  great  and  endlefs 
comfort,  (what  fo  comfortable  an  aflurance  to 
the  faithful !) 

"God  will  defign 
To  vifit  oft  the  dwellings  of  juft  men, 
Delighted,  and  with  frequent  intercourse 
Thither  will  fend  his  winged  meflengers, 
On  errands  of  iupernal  grace  j  ** 

He  taketh  care  for  thofe  departed  none  the 
lefs,  as  declared  in  His  interment  of  Mofes. 

But,  if  this  be  fo,  man  muft  go  and  do 
likewife.  And  fo  he  doth, — for  taught  of 
God,  no  matter  how,  the  very  heathen  of  old 
had  a  regard  for  their  fepulchres,  and  fo  indeed 
has  almoft  every  nation  difcovered  under 
heaven ;  and  much  to  be  remarked  is  the  reply 
of  Idanthyrfus  to  Darius,  the  invader  of  the 
Scythians,  as  recorded  by  Herodotus  in  the 
oldeft  hiftory  we  have  next  to  the  Bible, 
"  We  haften  not  to  the  battle,  having  neither 
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cities,  nor  fruitful  lands  to  be  pillaged, — but 
we  have  the  fepukbres  of  our  fathers^ — dis- 
cover thefe,  and  attempt  to  overthrow  them, 
and  then  you  fhall  know  whether  we  will  fight 
for  our  tombs  or  not1."  That  is  to  fay, 
they  were  facred  beyond  any  other  of  their 
pofleflions,  and  woe  be  to  them  who  fhould 
invade  their  privacy.  "One  of  the  greateft 
miffortunes  which  could  befall  tribes,"  fays 
Mr.  Thomfon  in  his  Story  of  New  Zealand, 
"was  to  have  their  tombs  defecrated,  and 
nothing  excited  anger  fo  much."  Search  the 
world  through,  and  it  will  ever  be  found  that 
to  be  deprived  of  Burial  and  the  folemn  rites 
for  the  dead  has  ever  been  looked  upon  as 
amongft  the  greateft  of  miffortunes,  even  by 
thofe  who  in  their  laft  extremities  could  only 
fay,— feeing  no  further,— 

"  And  nothing  can  we  call  our  own  but  death 
And  that  fmall  model  of  the  barren  earth, 
Which  ferves  as  pafte  and  cover  to  our  bones." 

And  not  without  great  meaning,  I  fuppofe,  is 
it  recorded  in  the  Holy  Gofpels  that  that  good 
and  juft  man,  Jofeph  of  Arimathaea,  a  coun- 

1  Herod,  iv.  127.  TvyxAvovtri  j)fiiy  16vt*s  r&Qot  xarpwTot  K.r.i. 
Cicero's  words  are  well  known,  De  Offic.  i.  1 7.  "  Magnum  eft  eadem 
habere  monument*  majorum,  eifdem  uti  facris,  fepulcra  habere  com- 
munia."  See  a  remarkable  pa/Tage  in  Lockhart's  Life  of  Walter  Scott, 
Vol.  ix.  293.     2nd  Edition. 
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fellor  above  the  prejudices  of  the  Sanhedrim,  | 
and  waiting  for  the  kingdom  of  God,  took  ! 
fuch  fpecial  care  for  the  facred  body  of  the  | 
Lord  Jefus,  "  and  laid  it  in  his  own  new  tomb, 
which  he  had  hewn  out  in  the  rock, — ajepulchre 
that   was  hewn   in  ftone>  wherein  never  man 
before  was  laid.97      We   had   never   known, 
perhaps,  the  exiftence  of  fuch  a  man,  but  for 
this  feeling  a<5t.   How  many  good  men  are  there 
in  the  world  of  whom  we  never  hear  any  thing ! 

"  Mos  erat  in  veterum  caftris,  ut  tempera  quercu 
Velaret,  validis  fufo  qui  viribus  hofte 
Cafurum  potuit  morti  fubducere  civem." 

Such  an  one  as  here  mentioned  awaits  a 
better  crown, — eternal,  immarceflible, — an 
amaranthine  crown  in  heaven.  What  mortal 
words  can  exprefs  fuch  hopes  ? 

And  thus,  in  pafling  through  a  Churchyard, 
chaftened,  yet  hopeful,   thoughts  throng  the 
mind,  and   we  conclude  at   once   that   none  j 
but  very  recklefs  people  ever  forget   to  bury  , 
their   dead   out   of  fight.      Nature,    reafon,  \ 
cuftom,  and  religion,  teach  us  thus  to  remem- 
ber them !      "  I  have  ever  noted,"  faid  the 
Old  Vicary,  "  that  the  beft  of  my  Parifhioners,  ! 
and  the  readieft  for  their   departure,   never  , 
tread  upon  a  grave ! "     Good  reader, 
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"  Pray  you,  tread  foftly,  that  the  blind  mole  may  not 
Hear  a  footfall." 

As  before  obferved,  from  very  early  days, 
Cemeteries,  i.  e.  Sleeping,  or  Burying  Places, 
were  fet  apart,  and  ever  looked  upon  as  ground 
not  to  be  difturbed  with  irreverence ;  but  to 
this,  in  due  time,  the  Chriftian  Difpenfation 
added,  and  not  only  was  groundj^/  apart,  but 
confecrated.  Firft,  and  indeed  for  the  fpace  of 
300  years,  no  Burying  Places  were  permitted 
in  cities,  fo  that  the  Church  and  the  Cemetery 
were  feparate.  Sometimes  the  dead  were 
buried  in  hafte,  and  monuments  were  ere&ed, 
after  the  Roman  fafhion,  on  the  fides  of  the 
public  roads ;  —  but  more  commonly  the 
Chriftians  had  their  Crypts,  or  Vaults,  and 
their  Catacombs,  in  the  fields  and  under  ground, 
both  for  privacy,  and  more  efpecially  to  avoid 
perfecution  in  thofe  days  of  trial,  when  to 
profane  the  body  of  a  defpifed  Nazarene  was 
thought  good  fervice. 

It  was  about  the  fixth  century  after  Chrift, 
as  far  as  we  know,  that  Churchyards  were 
confecrated  by  Epifcopal  Benediction ;  and, 
although  perhaps  a  little  earlier,  Emperors, 
Kaifers,  and  Kings,  had  been  admitted  to  the 
privilege  of  Burial  within  the  Porch,  or  the 
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outer  buildings, — ftill  the  bodies  of  the  people 
at  large  were  not  interred  in  the  Churchyards 
till  this  time.  It  was  much  later  than  this, — 
perhaps  in  the  ninth  century, — that  the  un- 
meet cuftom  of  burying  within  the  Church 
became  common.  It  was  years  ago, — fome 
five  and  twenty  at  leaft, — that  the  Old  Vicar 
obferved,  "  The  time,  I  truft,  is  not  far  off, 
when  no  Funerals  will  be  permitted  within 
our  great  towns  and  cities, — but,  as  in  the 
cafe  of  the  widow  of  Nain's  fon,  the  folemn 
proceflion  will  be  met  without  the  gate;" 
and  he  pufhed  the  matter  as  far  as  he  could, 
in  London,  but  the  time  was  not  quite  ripe 
for  fo  great  a  change  l ; — and  befides  this 
there  was  a  difficulty  about  fees,  and  money- 
compenfation  for  veiled  rights.  The  Gordian 
knot  was  cut  by 

1  It  may  be  added  in  a  note.  Comber  ftates,  "  For  our  own  nation 
the  cuftom  of  burying  without  the  city  did  of  old  time  obtain  here,  till 
in  the  year  a.d.  750,  Cuthbert,  ArchbMhop  of  Canterbury,  ordained 
that  the  dead  (hould  be  buried  in  the  Churchyards.**  Companion  to 
the  Temple,  iv.  372.  Ed.  Clar.  Sir  Thomas  Browne  obferves,  **  The 
fenfible  rhetoric  of  the  dead,  to  exemplarity  of  good  life,  firft  admitted 
the  bones  of  pious  men  and  martyrs  within  Church  Walls,  which  in 
fucceeding  ages  crept  into  promiicuous  practice ;  while  Conftantine  was 
peculiarly  favoured  to  be  admitted  into  the  Church  Porch,  and  the  firft 
thus  buried  in  England  was  in  the  days  of  Cuthred."  Works,  iii.  478. 
Jeremy  Taylor  fays,  "  Nature  hath  left  us  the  key  of  the  Churchyard, 
and  cuftom  hath  brought  cemeteries  and  charnel-houfes  into  cities  and 
churche  ,  places  moft  frequented,  that  we  might  not  carry  ourfelves 
ftrangely,  in  fo  certain  and  Co  expected,  fo  ordinary,  fo  unavoidable  an 
accident."  Vol.  iv.  435.  Heber.  For  more  general  matter,  fee 
Bingham's  Twcnry-fecond  Book. 
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"  The  beft  of  mortal  bleffings,  Health." 

But,  to  revert  to  the  remarks  with  which 
the  Chapter  ftarted.  What  holy  thoughts 
does  a  Country  Churchyard  give  rife  to! 
What  reminifcences  ftart  forth — quick  and 
alive,  as  it  were — from  its  mouldering  heaps, 
— its  narrow  cells,  —  its  lowly  beds !  No 
wonder  that  on  its  firft  publication,  and  ever 
fince,  Gray's  Elegy  written  in  a  Country 
Churchyard,  was  the  mod  popular  of  all  his- 
publications.  "  And  here  too,"  faid  the  Old 
Vicar  one  day,  "here  too,  by  the  Sea-board 
and  the  Down,  as  in  other  and  more  widely 
known  fpots, 

'  The  ihort  and  fimple  annals  of  the  poor,*      , 

fimply  and  plainly  told,  would  make  the  tear 
ftart  even  from  worldly  eyes.  Amongft  the 
poor  the  dead  are  never  unhonour'd, — every 
effort  is  made  to  fhow  the  proper  tribute  of 
refpeft,  and  to  fcrape  together  their  bits  of 
black,  and  to  put  up  a  headftone. 

'  Yet,  e'en  thefe  bones  from  infult  to  protect 

Some  frail  memorial  (till  erctted  nigh, 
With  uncouth  rhymes  and  fliapelefs  (culpture  dcclc'd, 

Implores  the  paffing  tribute  of  a  figh. 

*  Their  name,  their  years,  fpelt  by  th*  unlettered  Mufe, 
The  place  of  fame  and  elegy  fupply : 
And  many  a  holy  text  around  flie  ftrews, 
That  teach  the  ruftic  moralift  to  die.*  " 
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It  was  very  pleafant  to  hear  the  Old  Vicar  \ 
recite  the  lines, — and  lingering  as  we  pafled 
through  the  Churchyard,  he  illuftrated  what 
he  had  been  faying  by  an  example  or  two. 

"That  grave  there," — and  he  reverently 
touched  the  grave  with  his  ftaff, — "  is  Patty 
Lucas'.  She  died  on  a  Good  Friday, — what 
day  could  fhe  have  died  on  better  ?  On  the 
morning  of  that  day  her  daughter, — Sarah 
M.  of  Cote,  juft  now  dead,  <etat.  82 — was 
fent  for  from  Findon  or  Lancing — I  forget 
which — with  the  meflage  that  her  poor  mother 
was  very  bad.  c  Po'  thing?  (i.  e.  poor  thing,) 
fhe  faid,  c  I  muft  go  quickly  to  fee  her, — fhe 
always  faid  fhe  fhould  go  off  quickly  ; ' — and 
having  been  ufed  to  bring  her  a  bottle  of 
her  miftrefs's  home-made  wine  fhe  afked  for 
one,  and  ftarted  off  with  it  in  her  bafket.  c  On 
my  arrival/  faid  my  informant,  CI  did  not 
fee  that  fhe  was  much  worfe  than  I  had  often 
feen  her  before,  only  fhe  was  very  ftill  and 
quiet.  By  and  by,  as  though  waking  up 
from  a  little  nap,— -fhe  always  took  her  nap 
and  I  thought  nothing  about  it, — fhe  faid  in  a 
hurried  way, — "Sally,  gal,  I  have  juft  eat  the 
old  Eafter-bread,  and  I  only  waited  for  the 
wine."      She  thought  fhe  had  juft  communi- 
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cated, — and  died  immediately.  She  went  to 
fleep  juft  like  a  little  child — and  we  hardly 
knew  that  fhe  had  breathed  her  laft.  Never 
faw  any  thing  like  it  before ' ! '  Such  is  the 
hiftory  of  that  grave, — and  years  ago,  when  I    Qy-  ?  it  the  old 

/•    n  •  i-  1         1-    n         t         c      term"Holy- 

nrft  came  into  this  county,  the  rafter  Loaf,  ,  Bread*;*  \.  e. 
or  Bread,  was  regularly  kept  in  the  cottages  \  ££&£?  ° y" 
of  communicants,  from  one  year's  end  to 
another.  Some  dafh  of  fuperftition  there  was  in 
this,  as  in  the  Allhallow-E'en  Soul  Cakes,  and 
the  Groaning  Cakes,  but  the  ftory  was  an 
affe&ing  one,  and  told  with  great  Simplicity, 
and  I  noted  it  down  at  the  time." 

By  this  we  reached  another  grave  which  he 
touched  lightly  as  the  former  one,  faying, 
"  This  grave  is  the  old  Shepherd's.  I  attended 
him  in  a  long  ficknefs,  and,  as  he  died  at  a 
very  advanced  age,  I  had  the  opportunity  of 
learning  from  him,  as  I  had  done  from  others, 
much  about  the  bygone  hiftory  of  the  Downs 
and  our  ftieep-walks.  Latterly  his  mind 
wandered  much, — but  it  was  all  upon  his 
vocation.  He  could  go  through  the  Prayers 
with  earneftnefs, — but  the  moment  the  intona- 

1  I  have  fince  read  this  in  a  Number  of  the  Q.  R.,  "  Dr.  Black 
expired  (6  peacefully,  that  his  fervant  in  defcribing  his  death  (aid  that 
he  had  '  given  over  living,'  having  departed  with  a  bafin  of  milk  upon 
his  knee,  which  remained  unfpilled."     Vol.  civ.  p.  449. 
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tions  of  my  voice  ceafed,  he  would  call  con- 
tinually to  his  dog,  faying,  'Mind  'em! — 
gently  now  ! — that's  a  good  fellow  ! — tender > 
tender!' — till  he  fell  into  a  doze.  Trufty  to 
the  laft  and  mindful  of  his  matter's  flock! 
Fare  thee  well,  old  Shepherd !  It  was  a  good 
leflbn  thou  gaveft  to  me,  and  I  ftrive  to  profit 
by  it!" 

Clofe  abutting  on  the  Shepherd's  grave 
there  was  one  which  appeared  to  be  looked  to 
with  unufual  care, — noticeable  even  in  a 
Country  Churchyard  fo  unufually  neat  as  the 
one  by  the  Sea-board  and  the  Down, — 
than  which  none  was  more  remarkable  for 

"  Nature's  pleafant  robe  of  green, 
Humanity's  appointed  fliroud." 

I  faid  at  once,  "  It  is  a  woman's  hand  that 
decks  that  grave."  "  You  are  right,"  faid  the 
old  Vicar,  (there  was  fomething  fparkling  on 
his  eye-lafhes  like  the  dew  of  the  morning,) 
"  it  is  Ellen  Retford's  brother's  grave, — you 
have  often  feen  her  at  the  Vicarage, — and  a 
youth  of  more  promife  never  left  us  for  a 
better  home.  It  was  the  pleafure  of  one's 
life  to  do  any  thing  for  him.  You  would 
fcarcely  imagine  that  he  could  have  been  born 
in  the  rank  of  life  he  was.     His  manners  were 
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thofe  of  a  court, — and  his  gratitude  ....  but 
never  mind, — pafs  on,,  and  look  at  the  new 
window  juft  put  up  in  the  Tower;" — and 
feeing  that  the  good  man  was  moved,  I  took 
a  turn  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Churchyard, 
repeating  to  myfelf  Oldham's  lines  to  the 
memory  of  Charles  Morwent. 

"  Thus  have  1  feen  a  morn  Co  bright, 

So  decked  with  all  the  robe  of  light, 

As  if  it  fcorned  to  think  of  night. 
Which  a  rude  ftorm  ere  noon  did  ihroud, 
And  buried  all  its  early  glory  in  a  cloud. 

The  day  in  funeral  blacknefs  mourn'd, 
And  all  to  fighs,  and  all  to  tears  it  turn'd." 

Shortly  my  good  old  friend  joined,  me,  and 
there  was  a  ferenity  on  his  brow,  befpeaking 
one  much  ufed  to  heavenly  contemplation, 
leading  him  upwards  from  duft  and  afhes,  and 
the  records  of  mortality  to  higher  views,  and 
to  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in  light. 
Obferving  a  grave  newly  turfed  over,  I  ven- 
tured to  afk,  "Who  lay  there?" 

"  She  that  lies  there,"  he  replied, "  achieved 
a  great  deliverance  in  death.  Whilft  fhe 
lived  fhe  never  faw  this  blefled  light  of  day, 
nor  the  ftars  by  night,  nor  thefe  Downs  in 
their  beauty, — though  fhe  lived  long,  and  was 
advanced  in  years.     But  fhe  was  a  ftriking 
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illuftration   of    David's  words,   The    Lord 

GIVETH    SIGHT    TO    THE    BLIND;    for  not   OlJy 

had  fhe  that  inward  fight  of  grace  which 
excels  all  outward  Speculation/ — but  there 
was  no  part  of  thefe  Parifhes  where  fhe  could 
not  go  alone,  and  little  occurred  on  which  (he 
had  not  an  obfervation  to  make  well  worth 
hearing.  So  true  are  thofe  lines  of  Wordf- 
worth's  in  the  Churchyard  among  the  Moun- 
tains. 

'Proof  abounds 
Upon  the  earth  that  faculties,  which  feem 
Extinguished,  do  not  therefore  ceafe  to  be. 

•         •••••• 

Unto  the  men  who  fee  not  as  we  fee 
Futurity  was  thought  in  ancient  times 
To  be  laid  open,  and  they  prophefied.* 

This,  of  courfe,  was  out  of  her  fphere, — but 
in  the  old  fenfe  of c  prophefying/ — that  is,  in 
the  explanation  of  Scripture,  fhe  was  as  ready 
and  expert  as  fhe  was  meek  and  humble, — 
thanks  to  the  Blind  Afylum,  and  to  thofe 
Books  for  the  Blind,  which  put  the  Scriptures 
literally  at  their  fingers'  ends.  I  cannot  con- 
ceive a  greater  benefaction  to  fociety.  So 
well  had  fhe  been  taught,  that  if  you  recited 
one  verfe  in  the  Pfalms,  fhe  took  up  the  next 
as   readily  as  the   Clerk   in  his  defk.     Her 
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great  defire  in  death  was  to  see,"  (fhe  ufed  the 
very  words  of  the  Prophet,)  "  the  King  ikK 
His  beauty;" — and  furely  one  could  fay  to 
her  in  faith, c  Thine  eyes  /hall  fee  the  King  in  bis 
beauty y  and  behold  the  land  that  is  very  far  off.9 
Great  and  quite  unworldly  was  her  expectation 
of  the  glory  to  be  revealed  in  heavenly  places, 
and  I  have  often  applied  to  her  thofe  lines  in 
Chamberlayne's  Pharonnida. 

\  *  I  feci  life's  cordage  crackt,  and  hence  muft  go 
From  time  and  flefh  j — like  a  loft  feather  fell 

i     From  the  wings  of  vanity,  forfaking  all 
The  various  bufinefs  of  the  world,  to  see 
What  wondrous  change  dwells  in  Eternity.' " 

Suddenly  flopping,  the  Old  Vicar  led  me  to 
another  fide  of  the  Country  Churchyard,  and 
pointing  to  another  "  lap  of  earth,"  obferved, 
"  She  that  lies  there  was  in  life  an  aged  woman 
of  fourfcore,  and  very  different  is  her  hiftory. 
For  many  years  fhe  had  been  blind  from 
cataradfc, — and  had  been  operated  upon  un- 
fuccefffully.  Soon  after  I  came  here  a  clever 
medical  friend  obferved  to*  me  one  day  that 
the  incifion  in  one  eye  had  not  been  dex- 
teroufly  made,  and  that  there  was  a  chance  of 
her  ftill  recovering  her  fight,  if  fhe  would 
fubmit  to  the  operation.  This  fhe  did,  and 
after  twenty  years  of  darknefs,  faw  clearly. 
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Previoufly  to  this  it  had  been  a  great  pleafure, 
though  a  painful  and  a  melancholy  one,  to 
vifit  the  houfe,  and  to  pray  by  the  fide  of  the 
poor  fightlefs  foul ; — but  it  was  not  the  cafe 
afterwards.  She  had  known  better  days, — 
had  been  a  monthly  nurfe  in  the  families  of 
gentlewomen, — and  had  lived  as  fuch  families 
live; — but  now  things  were  altered, — thofe 
fhe  knew  beft  were  changed, — her  daughter 
Sally's  bright  blithe  face  had  the  crow's  feet 
upon  it, — her  old  huiband  who  tended  her  fo 
faithfully,  and  led  her  out  daily  into  the 
Churchyard,  to  be funned *,  (a  remarkably  fine 
old  man,  who  as  he  flood  by  his  door  funning 
himfelf,  as  was  his  way,  was  a  living  portrait 
of  Gray's  Bard  without  his  fire,  for, 

*  Loofe  his  beard,  and  hoary  hair 
Stream *d  like  a  meteor  to  the  troubled  air,') 

— he  poor  man,  like  Othello,  had  loft  his 
occupation,  and  did  not  live  long  after, — and, 
to  add  to  her  troubles,  another  ailment  (an 
incipient  cancer,  for  which  I  ufed  to  make 
hemlock  poultices, — the  only  thing  that  eafed 

1  This  ftory,  juft  as  it  (lands,  was  reported  to  her  Father,  by  his 
gifted  Daughter,  Dora  Wordsworth,  then  (topping  with  us,  who  (aid, 
"It  was  one  of  the  prettieft  (lories  be  ever  heard."  He  (aid  "he 
(hould  write  a  Sonnet  upon  it," — but  he  did  not  live  to  do  it. — I  hope 
to  meet  a  great  many  people  in  the  next  world  I  have  parted  with  in 
this ! 
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her,)  became  troublefome,  and  her  days  were 
pafled,  not  in  murmuring,  but  in  fomething 
like  difcontent,  though  (he  was  far  from  being 
an  irreligious  woman  at  heart, — one  rather, 
much  tried,  and  deeply  afflidted  in  her  body. 
All  was  done  that  could  be  done  to  make  her 
comfortable,  and  my  wife  (then  able  to  do 
much)  faw  her  continually,  and  tried  to  foothe 
her, — but  the  cumber  of  mortality  was  over 
heavy,  and  fo  fhe  pafled  away.  Heedleflly 
one  might  fay,  that  feeing,  fhe  faw  not  fo  well 
as  fhe  faw  before, — but  I  make  no  doubt  that 
the  good  and  gracious  God  lightened  her  eyes 
in  death  to  behold  His  merciful  difpenfations ! 
On  a  good  day  with  her  fhe  often  faid,  almoft 
in  Spenfer's  words, 

*  The  heavens  know  beft  what  is  the  beft  forme!' " 

And  fo  we  pafled  on, — and  were  juft  leaving 
the  Holy  Suburbs,  when  on  the  right-hand 
fide  of  the  wicket  which  led  weftwards,  the 
old  Vicar  pointed  to  a  fpot,  quite  flat,  without 
a  roundel  of  earth  heaped  upon  it,  and  with  a 
figh  he  faid,  €C  Not  far  from  here  lies  the  duft 
of  one  of  the  moft  fincere  penitents  I  ever 
knew.  Few  remain  now  who  know  any  thing 
about  him,  and  he  returned  from  his  wander- 
ings under  an  aflumed  name. 

VOL.  II.  o 
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•  Juvat  oxa  tueri 
Mixta  nods  belli,  placidamqae  gerentia  pacexn.' 

Over  againft  his  real  name  in  my  Parifh  Book 
you  will  find  thefe  lines  from  the  Spanilh 
Curate. 

•  I  am  too  full 
Of  grief  and  fhame  to  fpeak  5  but  what  1*11  do 
Shall  to  the  world  proclaim  my  penitence  j 
And  howfbever  I  have  liv'd,  Til  die 
A  much  chang'd  man.1 

If  I  might  judge  of  a  broken  and  a  contrite 
heart,  fuch  was  his,  and  when  I  come  to  die,  I 
hope  I  may  lay  me  down,  and  take  my  reft 
in  peace  as  he  did,  fo  that  God  may  make  me 
dwell  in  fafety.  I  know  nothing  fo  fublime 
as  the  true  penitence  of  the  miferable !  I  can 
never  forget  how  he  grafped  the  cup  of  (alva- 
tion  with  ecftafy,  and  plunged  his  lips  into 
the  Blood  of  the  Lamb !"  If  I  might,  as  a 
fcholar,  prefume  to  ufe  the  words, 

"  Die  impiger  haufit 
Spumantem  pate  ram,  et  pleno  fe  proluit  auro." 

Since  this  was  written,  Tennyfon's  Idylls  of 
the  King  have  appeared,  and  I  tranfcribe  from 
"Enid"  the  lines  following, — as  it  feems  to 
me  very  beautiful  ones. 

"Have you  lookM 
At  Edyrn  ?  have  you  feen  how  nobly  chang'd  ? 
This  work  of  his  is  great  and  wonderful. 
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Hit  very  race  with  change  of  heart  is  chang'd. 
The  world  will  not  believe  a  man  repents : 
And  this  wife  world  of  oars  is  mainly  right. 
Full  ieldom  does  a  man  repent,  or  ufe 
Both  grace  and  will  to  pick  the  vicious  quitch 
Of  blood  and  cuftom  wholly  out  of  him. 
And  make  all  clean,  and  plant  himielf  arreih. 
Edryn  has  done  it,  weeding  all  his  heart.** 

Not  a  word  more  was  faid,  and  we  walked 
on,  and  the  lark  in  the  adjoining  field  poured 
forth  a  fuU  tide  of  fong,  foaring  upwards  and 
upwards  ftill,  till  out  of  fight.  And  I  faid 
within  myfelf,  "  So  fhall  holy  fouls  mount  to 
meet  their  Lord  in  the  air,  when  the  number 
of  the  eleft  (hall  be  filled  up,  and  death  and 
the  grave  fhall  be  no  more."  Since  then  I 
applied  to  this  aflfefting  recital  thofe  lines  of 
Mifs  Pro&or  on  the  "  Unknown  Grave." 

"  No  name  to  bid  us  know 

Who  refts  below, 
No  word  of  death  or  birth, 

Only  the  gtaiTs  wave 
Over  a  mound  of  earth, 

Over  a  namdefi  grave. 


"  No  matter,  limes  have  made 
As  cool  a  fhade, 
Aad  lingering  breezes  pais 
As  tenderly  and  flow, 
As  if  beneath  the  graft 

A  monarch  flept  below.1 


a  monarcn  uepe  oeiow. 

That  fame  evening  after  Prayers,  I  afked 
o  2 
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my  old  friend  if  he  could  tell  me  where  Long- 
fellow in  the  Golden  Legend  picked  up  the 
idea  put  into  the  mouth  of  Elfie.  He  faid 
he  could  not,  but  rather  fancied  he  had  heard 
of  it  in  fome  Jewifh  legend.  The  lines 
are  not  unfuited  to  the  chapter,  and  I  tran- 
fcribe  them. 

"  Then  are  two  angels  that  attend  unfeen 
Each  one  of  us,  and  in  great  books  record 
Our  good  and  evil  deeds.     He  who  writes  down 
The  good  ones,  after  every  a£Hon  doles 
His  volume,  and  afcends  with  it  to  God. 
The  other  keeps  his  dreadful  day-book  open 
Till  funfet,  that  we  may  repent  j  which  doing. 
The  record  of  the  action  fells  away 
And  leaves  a  line  of  white  acrofs  each  page. 
Now,  if  my  a&  be  good,  as  I  believe, 
It  cannot  be  recalled.     It  is  already 
Sealed  up  in  heaven,  as  a  good  deed  accomplUhed." 

In  the  earlier  portion  of  this  Chapter  I  referred 
to  fome  words  of  Bifhop  Hopkins.  I  will 
conclude  it  with  two  fentences  from  the  fame 
author,  and  one  from  Donne. 

"  When  death  comes  to  ftiuffle  and  huddle 
the  noble  and  ignoble  together  in  the  grave, 
what  becomes  of  all  the  diftance  and  difference 
that  was  between  them?  will  the  duft  and 
afhes  of  the  one  make  obeyfance  then,  or  pay 
refpeft  unto  the  duft  and  afhes  of  the  other?" 

cc  We  need  no  other  proof  of  man's  mor- 
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tality,  but  to  fearch  into  the  records  of  the 
grave:  there  lie  rich  and  poor,  ftrong  and 
weak,  wife  and  foolifh,  holy  and  profane :  the 
rubbifh  of  ten  thoufand  generations  heaped 
one  upon  another,  and  this  truth  that  all  muft 
die,  written  indelibly  in  their  duft." 

"No  man  is  fuperannuated  in  the  grave 
that  he  is  too  old  to  enter  into  heaven,  where 
the  Matter  of  the  Houfe  is  The  Ancient  of 
Days.  No  man  is  bed-ridden  with  age  in  the 
grave,  that  he  cannot  rife.  It  is  not  with 
God  as  it  is  with  man ;  we  do,  but  God  does 
not,  forget  the  dead." 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 

Thoughtlejfnefs  correfted. 

"  Forbear  to  judge,  for  we  are  finners  all. — 
Clofe  up  his  eyes,  and  draw  the  curtain  clofe, 
And  let  us  all  to  meditation." 

"  In  the  ordinary  ftate  of  the  world,  we  muft  lay  it  down  as  a  rule, 
that  when  God  calls  men  to  labour,  by  the*ftation  in  which  his 
Providence  has  placed  them,  there  is  as  much  of  religion  in  working, 
as  there  is  in  hearing  or  praying  j — nay,  there  'is  no  religion  in  one 
without  the  other  j  for  to  what  end  ferves  religion,  but  to  lead  us  to 
our  duty  ?  " 

"  Virtue,  but  poor,  God  in  this  earth  doth  place, 

*Gainft  the  rude  world  to  ftand  up  in  his  fight 

To  fuffcr  (ad  affli&ion  and  difgrace, 

Nor  ceafing  to  puriue  but  with  defpight : 

Yet  when  of  all  me  is  accounted  bafe 

And  feeming  in  moft  miferable  plight, 

Out  of  her  power  new  life  doth  to  her  take, 
Leaft  then  difmay'd,  when  all  do  her  fbrfake." 

OW  often  have  we  to  chaftife  our- 
felves  for  opinions  formed  with- 
out fufficient  confideration,  and 
for  conclufions  arrived  at  without 
fufficient  data !  "  His  ufeful  life,"  faid  Milton 
of  fome  one,  "  was  wafting  away  under  a  fecret 
afflidion  of  an  unconfcionable  fize  to  human 
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ftrength."  And  fo  it  has  often  happened, 
and  the  man  we  thought  dull,  and  heavy, — 
unsociable,  uncommunicative,  perhaps  im- 
practicable,— was  ftruggling  with  difficulties 
under  which  we  ourfelves  ftiould  have  ftiruhk, 
and  facing  hard  duties  which  we  could  not 
have  coped  with. 

"  And9  but  he's  fomcthing  ftain'd 
With  grief,  that's  beauty's  canker,  thou  might'ft  call  him 
A  goodly  perfbn." 

Such  was  the  cafe  with  Arthur  Coleman. 
Though  he  lived  amongft  us,  yet  he  hardly 
made  one  of  us.  Perfe&ly  civil  to  every  one, 
and  quietly  alive  to  courtefy  and  kindnefs,  he 
fought  no  intimacies, — indeed  rather  avoided 
them.  Stri&ly  honeft  and  punctual  in  all  his 
dealings,  his  houfehold  was  conduced  on  fuch 
a  principle  of  economy  that  he  got  the  impu- 
tation of  ftinginefe, — but  none  ventured  to  fay 
he  was  mean.  There  was  fomething  in  him 
quite  above  that.  It  was  his  way,  faid  thofe 
about  him ; 

"  An  effed  of  humour 
Which  fometime  hath  his  hour  with  every  man  $ " 

and  fo,  they  took  him  as  they  found  him,  and 
in  the  end  decided  that  he  was  a  good  fort  of 
a  man,  but  very  queer,  and  fomething  clofe, 
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even  when  his  bell  friends  were  with  him.  All 
that  ever  tranfpired  for  many  years  was  that 
he  had  been  in  bufinefs  in  a  diftant  county, 
and  had  not  profpered,  but  that  no  reproach 
attached  to  his  name.  About  a  year  before 
he  left  the  neighbourhood  he  was  vifited  by  a 
perfon  far,  apparently,  above  his  own  ftation 
in  life,  and  between  the  two  there  was, — what 
had  never  been  feen  in  any  other  cafe,  and 
was  quite  inconceivable, — a  great  friendfhip. 
Shortly  after  he  left  the  Parifh, — not  without 
many  little  ads  of  kindnefs  towards  thofe 
among  whom  he  had  fojourned,  and  who  had 
not  all  judged  him  mercifully,  and  it  then 
turned  out,  that  by  the  ftrifteft  economy,  and 
by  the  help  of  the  Gentleman  who  had  vifited 
him,  and  who  had  been  eftablifhed  as  a  locum 
tenens  in  the  bufinefs  during  his  retirement, 
he  was  enabled  to  pay  off  every  debt  with 
intereft. 

"Necfemafefellit 
Juftitiae  :  videre  pium,  videre  fidelcm." 

When  this  was  done,  his  fpirits  feemed  to 
revive,  and  he  returned  to  his  old  home,  to 
recover  which,  though  apparently  unemployed, 
he  had  been  labouring  filently  all  the  while. 
As   chefs-players   play  at  a  diftance,  fo   his 
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fhrewd  and  clever  head  managed  every  thing, 
and  the  caufe  of  his  having  fo  many  letters  to 
write  was  explained.  And  I  faid  this  is  one 
inftance  among  many  of  "  Thoughtlessness 
corrected,"  and  I  confidered  the  Sacred 
Text,  "  Judge  noty  that  ye  be  not  judged" 

Time,  to  fay  nothing  of  Grace,  is  a  great 
Advifer,  as  well  as  a  great  Chronicler.  Thofe 
who  are  not  particularly  imprefled  with  the 
foftening  influences  of  the  Chriftian  Faith,  as 
days  roll  on,  fee  great  caufe  to  alter  their 
judgments  on  men  and  things.  Experience 
even  teaches  them  to  be  equitable,  and  the 
mind  is  biafled  when  the  heart  is  not  foftened 
or  mended.  It  is  what  we  fee  continually, — 
it  is  every-day  life.  Who  that  has  lived  long, 
and  has  held  converfe  with  men,  making  man 
his  ftudy,  has  not  often  heard  fuch  remarks  as 
this  ? — "  At  firft,  I  thought  hardly  of  him, — 
but  I  have  learned  to  know  that  he  had  a 
principle  to  maintain,  and  that  his  motives 
were  good.  It  was  not  neceflary  that  we 
fhould  agree, — it  was  quite  fufficient  to  agree 
to  differ."  The  refult  has  conftantly  been 
that  John  Jones  and  William  Smith,  fo  long 
opponents  in  all  Parochial  matters,  arrive  at 
the  happy  conclufion  that  the  Parifh  was  never 
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the  better  for  their   bickerings,   and   having  j 
fmoked  the   "  calumet  of  peace,"  they  meet  ] 
together  to  do  bufinefs,  and  to  benefit  their  ; 
neighbours.     What  a  lofs  not  to  have  known 
this  before !     But  there  is  no  buying  expe- 
rience, and  Time  pafles. 

"Time  is  fct  out,  with  head  all  balde 

Save  one  odde  lockc  before ; 
Which  lockc,  if  once  you  do  let  flippc, 

Then  look  for  Time  no  more. 
But  if  you  holde  him  rafte  by  that, 

And  ftoutly  do  him  ftaye ; 
Then  (hall  ye  know  how  he  doth  pafle, 

Before  he  goe  his  waye.** 

But  what  Time  does  inefficiently,  Grace 
does  effeftually,  and  it  is  by  its  fovereign  ; 
power  that  thoughtleflhefs  is  beft  correded. 
Nothing  is  there  like  Grace  to  reverfe  wrong 
judgments.  By  it  harfhnefs  is  rubbed  out, 
and  that  Chriftian  Principle,  feebly  exprefled 
by  the  term  Charity,  is  written  in  its  place. 
One  faid, 

"  The  beft  compofer  of  a  ftormy  mind 
Is  ftill  devotion  5  ** 

and  fo  it  will  be  ever  found  to  be,  for  Charity 
is  the  end  of  it,  and  when  all  things  are  done  ! 
with  Charity,  inequalities  and  afperities   and 
angular  points  in  character  quickly  difappear, 
and  where  was  difcord  and  confufion  before, 
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there  is  peace  now.  "In  a  long  life,"  faid 
the  Old  Vicar,  "  I  have  feen  much  of  this, 
and  my  opinions  on  many  points  of  human 
conduit  are  much  moderated,  and  I  pray  God 
to  make  the  fame  allowances  for  me,  as  in  His 
infinite  mercy  He  has  taught  me  to  make  for 
others."  And  he  would  add,  "  I  muft  not 
meafure  that  apparent  indifference  ftiown  by 
many  of  our  poor  half-educated  people  to 
the  fervices  of  the  Church  by  too  fevere  a 
ftandard,— my  eftimation  muft  be  according  to 
the  Jhekel  of  the  Janftuary  >  and  I  muft  concede 
largely  to  their  negligences  and  ignorances ! 

*  Nor  will,  I  truft,  the  Majefty  of  Heaven, 
Rejed  the  incenie  offered  up  by  them. 
Though  of  the  kind  which  beafts  and  birds  prefent 
In  groTe  or  pafture  j  cheerfulnefs  of  foul 
From  trepidation  and  repining  free. 
How  many  fcrupulous  worihippers  fall  down 
Upon  their  knees,  and  daily  homage  pay 
Lefs  worthy,  left  religious  even,  than  this  !  * " 

It  was  upon  another  occafion, — fhortly  after 
the  furvey  of  the  Country  Churchyard  men- 
tioned in  the  laft  chapter, — that  I  felt  fome- 
thing  like  "  thoughtleffnefs  correded"  by 
the  kind  old  man's  reciting  to  me  one  evening 
a  paftage  from  the  fame  poem,  which  is, 
perhaps,  as  beautiful  as  any  contained  in  it. 
I  had  fpoken,  lefs  ferioufly  than  I  ought,  no 
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doubt,  upon  long  infcriptions,  accumulated 
words,  and  meaninglefs  epitaphs,  when  one  of 
thofe  tenderly  beautiful  (miles, — fuch  as  ufed 
to  play  about  the  lips  of  the  Laft  of  the  Old 
Squires,  or  John  Kewley's  face, — lighted  up 
his  time-worn  countenance.  I  knew  full  well 
that  he  was  going  to  fay  fomething  to  be 
remembered,  for  I  had  long  ftudied  his 
expreffion. 

And  thus  he  began.  "  There  is  fomething 
to  be  faid  on  both  fides,  and  you  muft  learn 
to  make  the  allowances  I  was  long  in  learning 
to  do.  Some  five  and  thirty  years  ago  I  was  in 
the  Lake  Diftrid, — a  great  wanderer  amongft 
the  mountains  and  over  the  fells,  as  I  was 
afterwards  in  the  Dovrefjelde  and  in  Sweden, 
— noting  every  nook  and  difficult  pafs,  and 
mattering  the  Cattle  Rock  at  which  Sir  Walter 
Scott  failed,  and  was  obliged  to.  be  brought 
down  by  the  flate-quarry  men.  On  thefe 
wandering  expeditions  for  days,  I  ufed  to 
fpend  much  time  amongft  the  fhepherds  and 
the  Jiatefmeriy  and  obferved  that  the  very  feet 
of  their  dogs  were  worn  by  fcampering  over 
the  mountain  fcrees.  It  was  on  one  of  thefe 
occafions  that  having  pafled  from  the  Kefwick 
to  the  Amblefide  diftrid,  I  became  the  inmate 
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of  Wordfworth's  Cottage,  who,  finding  me 
quick  of  foot  and  quick  of  obfervation,  and  a 
reveller  in  the  exquifite  fcenery,  took  me  with 
him  on  one  of  his  grand  rambles,  and  amongft 
other  fpots  vifited  was  a  Churchyard  among 
the  Mountains.  Obferving  how  ftiort  and 
fimple  as  well  as  how  few  were  the  records  of 
mortality,  I,  like  yourfelf,  drew  the  com- 
panion between  deep  feeling  and  multiplicity 
of  words,  in  which,  not  uncommonly,  there  is 
no  real  feeling  at  all.  Not  a  word  did  he 
fay, — but  I  had  touched  the  mental  ftring, 
— as  the  wind  does  thofe  of  the  ^olian  harp, 
— and  he  repeated,  in  his  well-known  tones, 
the  lines  which  follow. 

*  Green  is  the  Churchyard,  beautiful  and  green 
Ridge  rifing  gently  by  the  fide  of  ridge ; 
A  heaving  furface, — almoft  wholly  free 
From  interruption  of  fepulchral  ftones, 
And  mantled  o'er  with  aboriginal  turf. 
And  everlafting  flowers.     Thefe  Daleimen  truft 
The  lingering  gleam  of  their  departed  lives 
To  oral  records  and  the  filent  heart ; 
Depository  faithful,  and  more  kind 
Than  fbndeft  epitaphs;  for,  if  that  foil, 
What  boots  the  Sculptured  tomb  ?  and  who  can  blame, 
Who  rather  would  not  envy,  men  that  feel 
This  mutual  confidence :  if,  from  fuch  fburce, 
The  practice  flow, — if  thence,  or  from  the  deep 
And  general  humility  in  death  ? 
Nor  fhould  I  much  condemn  it,  if  it  fpring 
From  difregard  of  time's  deftru&ve  power, 
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At  only  capable  to  prey  on  things 

Of  earth,  and  human  nature's  mortal  part 

Yet, — in  lefs  ample  diftrids,  where  we  fte 

Stone  lift  its  forehead  emulous  of  ftone 

In  courting  notice,  and  the  ground  all  paved 

With  commendations  of  departed  worth : 

Reading  where'er  we  turn,  of  innocent  lives. 

Of  each  domcftic  charity  fulfilled, 

And  fufferings  meekly  borne, — I,  for  my  part, 

Though  with  the  filence  pleafed  that  here  prevails, 

Among  thofe  fair  recitals  often  range, 

Soothed  by  the  natural  fpirit  which  they  breathe. 

And,  in  the  centre  of  a  world,  whofe  foil 

Is  rank  with  all  unkindnefs,  compafled  round 

With  fuch  memorials,  I  have  fometimes  felt 

That  'twas  no  momentary  happinefs 

To  have  one  enclofure  where  the  voice  that  (peaks 

In  envy  or  detraction  is  not  heard  $ 

Which  malice  may  not  enter  5  where  the  traces 

Of  evil  inclinations  are  not  known ; 

Where  love  and  pity  tenderly  unite 

With  resignation ;  and  no  jarring  tone 

Intrudes,  the  peaceful  concert  to  difturb 

Of  amity  and  gratitude.' 


He  never  hefitated  throughout, — fo  entirely 
were  his  own  fweet  lines  graven  on  his 
memory,  and  from  that  day  to  this,  whether 
I  looked  upon  the  fwelling  fod  which  betokens 
the  throes  the  grave  has  to  undergo  before 
the  regeneration  in  the  refurre&ion,  or  whether 
I  looked  upon  the  fculptured  tomb,  I  have 
always  remembered,  c  There  is  fomething  to 
be  faid  on  both  fides.' " 

"  Looking  back  upon  c  thoughtleflhefs  cor- 
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redfced  *  in  myfelf,"  faid  the  Old  Vicar  one  day, 
"I  am  led  by  my  office  to  confider  the  cor- 
rection of  it  in  others,  and  to  marvel  at  the 
Miracles  of  Divine  mercy, — the  title,  you 
know,  of  one  of  Jeremy  Taylor's  nobleft 
fermons.  Not  many  years  ago  I  committed 
to  his  laft  refting-place  here,  poor  Will  Wild- 
fire,— in  his  youth  one  of  the  wildeft  and 
moft  daring  of  men, — not  to  be  flopped  with 
impunity  o'  nights  when  three  tubs  (the  ac- 
cuftomed  number)  were  flung  over  his 
ihoulder,  and  his  fmuggler's  fpiked  ftaff  was 
in  his  hand.  No  preventive  man  but  knew 
the  name  of  Coaly !  I  don't  mean  to  Jay 
exadtly  that  if  fmuggling  had  not  left  him  he 
would  have  left  fmuggling, — for,  independent 
of  thzfuppqfed  profit,  there  was  an  excitement 
in  the  purfuit  which  had  efpecial  charms  for 
fiich  a  fpirit  as  his.  Smuggling,  however, 
every  day  became  a  lefs  gainful  trade, — (I 
have  obferved  in  an  earlier  chapter  that  Smug- 
glers called  themfelves  Free-traders,) — and  he 
fettled  down  to  farming  occupations,  and  there 
was  no  better  carter  in  the  Parifh, — kind  to 
and  thoughtful  for  his  team,  his  mafter  fome- 
times  thought  even  to  a  fault ; — but  being  a 
merciful  man  himfelf,  he  ufed  to  fay,  'Will 
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is  no  great  reader  of  his  Bible,  but  one  text  at 
leaft  he  has  a  pra&ical  knowle.dge  of,  "A 
righteous  man  regardeth  the  life  of  his  beafi ; 
but  the  tender  mercies  of  the  wicked  are  cruel," 
and  my  opinion  is  that  he  who  mifufes  the 
poor  brute  is  the  greater  one  of  the  two.' 

"And  thus  matters  went  on  for  years, — 
fome  twenty  and  more,  and  if  Will  could  not 
be  called  a  religious  man,  he  was  neither  a 
diflembler  with  God,  nor  a  blafphemer. 
Carelefs  he  was,  it  muft  be  admitted,  but 
there  was  a  delightful  pleafantry  about  him, 
and  an  unruffled  good  humour,  which  won 
upon  his  fellows,  and  he  was  a  great  favourite. 
Never  man  to  whom  poor  Hood's  lines  were 
more  applicable, 

'  One  pint  perhaps  he  might  have  ta'en, 
Nor  been  much  out  of  forts, 
The  rock,  in  geologic  phrafe, 
He  fplit  upon  was— <piart%.> 

Amongft  his  other  attra&ions  he  had  a  great 
tafte  for  mufic,  was  the  Coryphaeus  of  the 
Singers,  and  the  head  of  the  Parifh  Band.  I 
cannot  read  of  Hiawatha's  Friends  without 
remembering  him. 

*  He  the  beft  of  all  muficians, 
He,  the  fweeteft  of  all  fingers, 
Beautiful,  and  childlike  was  he, 
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Frare  as  man  is,  foft  as  woman, 
Pliant  as  a  wand  of  willow, 
Stately  as  a  deer  with  antlers, 

When  he  fung,  the  village  liftened.* 

But  the  pathetic  portion  of  his  hiftory  remains. 
He  was  vifited  with  a  long  ficknefe  which  was 
to  terminate  in  his  death.  Throughout  it  I 
was  by  his  fide,  and  it  was  moft  inftru&ive  to 
fee  how  all  thoughtleflhefs  was  corrected,  and 
how  he  trained  onwards  in  Faith,  and  Hope, 
— and  for  a  month  at  leaft  before  he  died,  his 
great  delight  was  in  the  old  Pfalms  and 
Hymns  he  ufed  to  fing  in  Church.  It  was  a 
very  folemn  and  a  very  affedting  thing  to  hear 
the  fweet  tones  of  his  naturally  melodious 
voice  as  one  entered  the  houfe.  It  was  the 
.midft  of  fummer  when  he  died, — and  his 
windows  were  always  open, — and  thofe  that 
pafled  by  heard  alfo. 

"  Poor  Will  Wildfire !  Many  worfe  Parifh- 
ioners  had  I  than  he.  Amongft  other  things 
he  was  the  great  Parifh  Barber, — an  occupa- 
tion which  made  him  late  continually  for  the 
Morning  Service.  Of  this,  when  I  took  him 
my  razors  to  fet,  I  often  reminded  him,  and 
tried  to  obviate  the  difficulty.  One  of  his 
laft  bequefts  was  that  of  his  beft  razor  to  the 
Parfon.     He  ordered  it  to  be  wrapped  up  in 

vol.  11.  p 
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nice  clean  white  paper,  and  to  be  delivered  to 
him  after  his  death.  I  have  it  ftill,"  faid  the 
Old  Vicar,  "and  I  prize  it  much."  And 
then,  turning  the  fubjedt,  as  it  was  his  wont, 
he  called  to  my  recolle&ion  the  death  of  King 
John  in  Shakfpeare,  adding,  "that  although 
he  was  one  of  the  worft  kings  that  ever  fat 
upon  an  Englifh  throne,  the  poet  contrived  to 
throw  a  touch  of  nature  into  his  demife. 

«P.  Hen.  Doth  he  ftill  rage? 

Pern.  He  is  more  patient 

Than  when  you  left  him :  even  now  he  Jung. 
P.  Hen.  O  vanity  of  ficknefs !  fierce  extremes, 

In  their  continuance,  will  not  feel  themfelves ; 

Death,  having  preyed  upon  the  outward  part, 

Leaves  them  infenfible :  and  his  fiege  is  now 

Againft  the  mind,  the  which  he  pricks  and  wounds 

With  many  legions  of  ftrange  fantafies; 

Which,  in  their  throng  and  prefi  to  that  laft  hold, 

Confound  themfelves.  * Tuftrangey  that  death  jbould  jing.> " 

**  Look,"  fays  my  highly-gifted  and  pleafant 
old  fchool-fellow,  Charles  Darwin,  "  Look  at 
the  Muftela  Vifon  of  North  America,  which 
has  webbed  feet  and  which  refembles  an  otter 
in  its  fur,  ftiort  legs,  and  form  of  tail ;  during 
fummer  this  animal  dives  for  and  preys  on 
fifh,  but  during  the  long  winter  it  leaves  the 
frozen  waters,  and  preys  like  other  polecats  on 
mice  and  land  animals." 

Without  being  able  to  form  any  opinion  on 
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his  very  clever  Book,  I  may  at  leaft  feel  com- 
petent to  fay  that  in  the  winter  and  fummer 
of  our  lives  we  differ  as  much  from  our 
individual  /elf  as  does  the  Muftela  Vifon  of 
America.  So  was  it  with  poor  Will  Wildfire ! 
It  was  the  conftant  and  repeated  obfervation 
of  the  Old  Vicar  that  Chriftian  Charity  was 
the  corrector  of  unchriftian  thoughtleflhefs. 
"  We,"  he  would  fay,  "  who  in  the  middle  or 
upper  ranks  of  life,  can  give  ourfelves  to 
meditation, — to  contemplation, — to  ftudy ; — 
the  Clergy,  efpecially,  conftrained  by  holy 
vows  to  attend  entirely  to  their  office,  and  to 
draw  all  their  cares  and  ftudies  that  way ; — 
are  in  a  very  different  pofition  to  the  poor 
man  who  has  to  be  up  early  and  to  bed  late. 
We  may  eat  the  bread  of  carefulnefs,  it  is  true, 
but  it  is  not  as  he  does.  And  therefore  muft 
we  make  every  allowance  for  him  as  he  labours 
at  his  daily  tafk, — fometimes  with  inefficient 
ftraw — for  there  are  yet  plenty  of  Pharaohs  in 
the  world  who  bid  the  tafk-mafters  to  fay, 
c  Fulfil  your  works,  your  daily  tajks,  as  when 
there  was  ftraw.9  Much,  very  much,  of 
this  have  I  feen,  and  I  have  admired  the  great 
humility  of  thofe  who  faithfully  difcharged 
their  duties  rather  than  murmur  or  create  a 
p  2 
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difturbance  in  our  Parifhes.  There  are  plenty 
of  great  men  in  the  world  of  whom  the  world 
is  too  great  to  know  any  thing, — but  fuch 
humble-minded  people  as  thefe  keep  fociety 
from  crumbling  to  pieces,  and  the  foundations 
of  a  neighbourhood  in  their  place.  Barbaras 
Silvicola  had  no  notion  of  fuch  things, — and 
he  treated  his  poor  labourers  heedleflly  and 
thoughtleflly  as  a  beggar  fet  upon  horfeback 
might,  but  they  fimply  defpifed  him  for  his 
hardnefs,  and  pointed  to  honeft  round-frocked 
mafters  who  were  eflentially  gentlemen,  and 
had  the  milk  of  human  kindnefs  in  them. 
Upon  an  occafion,"  added  the  Old  Vicar,  "  I 
endeavoured  to  correA  his  thoughtleflhefs, — 
but  it  was  all  to  no  purpofe,  and  he  never 
forgave  the  attempt.  His  worldlinefs  was 
his  great  enemy,  and  it  oufted  from  his  heart 
that  Chriftian  Charity  which  cdoes  not  tell 
us  to  love  one  another  becaufe  it  is  feemly  or 
amiable,  or  convenient ;  no,  nor  becaufe  we 
all  belong  to  the  fame  flock,  and  have  the 
fame  common  wilhes  and  feelings ;  but  it  tells 
us  fimply  to  love  our  neighbour,  becaufe  we 
love  God ;  it  tells  us  that  a  vaft  and  my fterious 
chain  binds  all  the  fons  of  men  together,  the 
links  of  which  are  brotherly  love  and  charity, 
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the  termination  of  which  is  the  love  of  God.' 
What  a  fad  pity  is  it  to  fee  a  man  of  fenfe, — 
parts, — perfeverance, — literally  gulphed  in  the 
world,  and  mere  earth  again  ! 

*  With  talents  gifted,  he  himfelf  reproves, 
And  can  but  fcorn  the  vile  purfuit  he  loves ; 
He  can  but  feel  that  there  abides  within 
The  fecret  (hame,  the  unrepented  fin ; 
And  the  ftrong  fenfe  that  bids  him  to  confefi 
He  has  not  found  the  way  to  happinefs.' " 

Some  ten  years  ago,  more  or  lefs,  I  chanced 
to  be  on  a  vifit  to  the  Vicarage,  when  I 
faw  upon  the  Study  fofa ! — (limply  a  vehicle 
for  books  and  papers,  and  ads  of  parliament, 
never  fat  upon  in  my  recolle&ion) — the  new 
edition  of  Lord  Chefterfield's  letters  by  Lord 
Mahon,  on  which  I  exclaimed  fuddenly, 
"  What  have  we  got  here  ?  "  "  You  may 
well  aflc,"  faid  the  Old  Vicar,  "  but  liften  a 
while.  ( Ut  vineta  egomet  cadam  mea.'  Indeed, 
though  I  would  not  recommend  the  volumes 
to  any  young  perfon,  they  have  neverthelefs 
fuggefted  ferious  thoughts." 

He  then  added,  "I  was  diftreffed,  more 
than  I  can  fay,  in  reading  a  letter  to  Bubb 
Dodington,  (afterwards  Lord  Melcombe,)  in 
which  I  lighted  upon  thefe  words,  and  fet  him 
down  as  almoft  an  unbeliever,  a  fcoffer  cer- 
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tainly,  and  therefore  a  hinderer  and  flanderer  of 
God's  Word, — fo  horrified  was  I  that  I  flung 
the  volume  from  me,  very  nearly  breaking, 
by  fo  doing,  the  glafs  of  a  worked  fcreen  given 
me  by  my  venerable  mother.  The  words 
ftand  thus :  *  If  you  have  a  great  turn  to 
politics,  you  will  find  here  ample  exercife  for 
that  talent.  Never  were  more  fpeculations 
and  to  lefs  purpofe  than  now,  for  the  myftery 
of  the  State  is  become,  like-  that  of  Godlinefs, 
ineffable  and  incomprehenfible,  and  has  like- 
wife  the  fame  good  hap  of  being  thought  the 
finer  for  not  being  underftood.' "  A  moft 
offenfive  paflage  this,  you  muft  allow.  But, 
though  his  views  on  morality  ahd  religion  are 
moft  unfatiffadtory,  yet  in  reading  the  volumes 
through  for  my  own  inftrudtion  on  the  hiftory 
of  his  day,  I  was  obliged  to  correct  myfelf, 
and  felf-convi&ed,  I  arrived  at  the  conclufion 
that  they'  who  are  moft  charitable  in  their 
judgments  judge  the  beft.  For,  the  letter 
alluded  to  was  written  25th  Auguft,  17 16, 
when  he  was  not  more  than  22  or  23  years 
old, — and  in  a  fubfequent  one,  fome  years 
later,  30th  June,  1725,  he  thanks  God  that  he 
is  "  not  a  Papift,  but  a  good  Proteftant." 
And  thus,  to  a  fmall  extent,  my  indignation 
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fubfided,  and  my  thoughtleflhefs  was  cor- 
rected, as  it  has  been  often  before.  At  the 
fame  time  I  think  that  a  loofenefs  of  religious 
principle  attaches  to  all  he  ever  wrote,  and 
that  his  higheft  thoughts  never  climbed  over 
the  ridge  of  expediency,  reputation,  and 
perfonal  advantage.  An  unbeliever,  how- 
ever, like  Bolingbroke,  he  was  not.  I  believe 
I  am  fully  borne  out  in  what  I  fay  by  the 
conclufion  of  Lord  Mahon's  Preface, — though 
it  relates  only  to  the  letters  to  his  fon.  "  They 
are  by  no  means  fitted  for  early  or  indifcrimi- 
nate  perufal.  Only  thofe  perfons  whofe  prin- 
ciples are  fixed,  and  whofe  underftandings  are 
matured  will  be  able  to  read  them  with 
advantage, — to  cull  their  good  from  their 
evil,-*-to  profit  by  their  knowledge  and 
experience  without  the  danger  of  imbibing 
their  laxity  of  morals ;  and  to  fuch  perfons 
only  does  the  Editor  commend  them  \" 

Thus  was  the  Old  Vicar  in  the  habit  of 
corf e&ing  his  own  thoughtleflhefs,  as  he  called 


1  Preface,  Vol.  i.  p.  zxz.  I  may  venture  to  add  in  a  note  that  I,  as 
well  as  many  others,  very  well  remember  in  this  neighbourhood  the 
laft  defcendant  with  the  barjintfter  in  the  'fcutcheon, — a  moft  kind- 
hearted  and  charitable,  though  a  very  eccentric  man.  I  may  add  alfo 
that  his  pronunciation  of  French  was  unufually  good,  and  that  he 
was  the  laft — more  corre&ly — the  only  perfon  I  ever  heard  make  ufc 
of  Poh  I  Poh  !  with  the  emphafis  intended  by  Horace  Walpole. 
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it,  both  from  men  and  books.  His  ftudy  was 
on  both,  nor  had  he  ever  neglefted  the  lines 
of  the  human  countenance,  but  looked  to 
them  carefully  fince  he  firft  read  Lavater  with 
eagernefs.  But  he  would  add,  "I  am  con- 
stantly deceived,  and  have  to  hark  back,  and 
to  confefs  my  own  ignorance,  and  to  repent  of 
hafty  conclufions ; " — fumming  up,  archly, 
with  Orlando's  faying  in  As  You  Like  It,  "  I 
will  chide  no  brother  in  the  world  but  myfelf 
againft  whom  I  know  mod  faults." 

I  have  always  obferved,  and  I  fuppofe 
every  body  elfe  has,  that  whenever  or  wherever 
we  have  ftood  correfted  by  others  for  our 
own  miftakes,  the  reminifcences  abide  the 
longeft.  We  may  correft  our/elves  many 
times  and  forget  the  humiliation.  The  day 
on  which  one  has  ufed  hard  words, — after- 
wards found  to  have  been  unneceflary, — is 
always  a  black  day  in  the  Calendar  of  a  good 
man's  heart  and  mind. 

"  I  retain 
The  very  laft  word  which  I  faid  that  day, 
As  you,  the  creaking  of  the  door,  years  paft, 
Which  let  upon  you  fuch  duabling  news, 
You  ever  after  have  been  graver." 

One  more  point  may  be  alluded  to  before 
the  chapter  is  concluded. 
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People  of  a  faturnine  turn  of  mind, — and 
not  only  thefe,  but  good,ferious,  right-thinking 
people  alfo, — have  fometimes  no  eafe  and 
playfulness  in  their  natures,  and  are  led  to 
condemn  thofe  who  have,  as  not  ferious 
enough,  and  perhaps  as  thoughtlefs.  But 
herein  they  conftantly  commit  a  great  error, — 
for  deep-feated  thought  is  conftantly  relaxed 
by  cheerfulnefs  and  fprightlinefs  of  nature. 
It  is  a  fort  of  fafety-valve  to  the  o'erwrought 
mind.  Anne  Boleyn,  as  we  all  know,  play- 
fully alluded  to  the  thinnefs  of  her  neck  when 
the  axe  was  before  her  eyes ;  and  Sir  Thomas 
More,  the  moft  learned  of  all  learned  Chan- 
cellors, who  refufed  to  attend  her  Coronation, 
when  he  was  unjuftly  brought  to  the  fcaffbld, 
faid  with  charafteriftic  pleafantry  on  afcending 
it,  to  the  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower,  "  I  pray 
you,  fee  me  fafe  up ;  and,  as  for  my  coming 
down,  you  may  let  me  fhift  for  myfelf ; " — 
and  then,  turning  to  the  executioner,  bade 
him  wait  till  he  had  adjufted  his  beard,  faying, 
"  That  had  committed  no  treafon."  And  who, 
read  in  claflical  ftory,  can  ever  forget  how 
Theramenes,  in  Xenophon,  poured  out  the 
remnant  of  the  hemlock,  and  drank  to  the 
health  of  Critias  ?     "  I  am  not  ignorant,"  fays 
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the  hiftorian,  "that  fuch  apophthegms  are 
hardly  worth  recounting, — but  this  I  think  to 
be  a  matter  fpecially  commanding  our  admira- 
tion, that  when  death  flared  him  in  the  face, 
neither  his  good  fenfe,  nor  his  pleafantry  (to 
iraryviw&c)  failed  him '." 

Such  fayings  as  thefe  do  not  neceflarily 
convey  any  levity, — they  are  merely  a  relief 
thrown  off  like  the  fpray  from  the  wave,  and 
are  regiftered  to  no  man's  condemnation.  I 
recoiled  a  remarkable  inftance  of  this  pleafantry 
in  an  old  man,  fome  years  ago,  whofe  thick 
curled  head  of  hair  was  for  all  the  world  like 
Spenfer's  defcription  of  an  Irifh  glibbe.  The 
poor  old  man  was  very  fond  of  his  garden, 
and  a  great  cultivator  of  the  white  carrot.  Of 
thefe  he  had  large  beds, — and  one  day,  after 
Church,  he  faid  to  thofe  who  were  looking 
at  them, 

"  Poor  old  ragged  head 
Will  be  found  in  his  carrot-bed," 

meaning,  that  he  was  ihiftlefs  and  helplefs,  and 
might  be  picked  up  there, — as  he  very  nearly 
was.     A  precife  neighbour  recorded  it  as  a 

1  Xen.  Hellen.  ii.  c.  iii.  §  56.  "  Minds  of  a  certain  power,"  fays 
Southey,  fpeaking  of  Whitfield  in  his  life  of  Wefley,  "will  fometimes 
expreft  their  ftrongeft  feelings  with  a  levity  at  which  formalifts  are 
fliocked,  and  which  dull  men  are  wholly  unable  to  underftand." 
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profane  fpeech, — but  there  was  no  profanenefs 
in  his  nature.  It  was  his  cheerful  fpirit, — and 
I  confidered  that  thoughtleflhefs  might  be 
correfted  by  the  text,  <c  A  merry  heart  doeth 
good  like  a  medicine" 

"O  rare  Abraham  Newland!"  was  an  ex- 
preffion  I  ufed  to  hear  in  my  childhood.  He 
was,  I  believe,  Cafhier  in  the  Bank  of  England, 
and  Is  faid  to  have  written  this  epitaph  upon 
himfelf. 

"  Beneath  this  ftone  old  Abraham  lies  ; 
Nobody  laughs,  nobody  cries } 
Where  he  is  gone,  and  how  he  fares, 
Nobody  knows  and  nobody  cares1." 

If  he  did,  he  did  fo  thoughtleflly,— but  if  any 
one  had  them  cut  upon  his  tombftone,  (I  have 
heard  they  are  to  be  feen  in  the  Iflington 
Churchyard,)  he  was  the  more  thoughtlefs  of 
the  two.  Such  things  are  for  the  playful 
hours  by  the  firefide,  not  for  the  Cemetery. 

1  Wither 's  motto  is  of  the  fame  caft.     Old  Abraham  Newland  was 
hardly  likely  to  have  known  the  lines, 

"  Hie  eft  Durandus  pofitus  fub  marmore  duro 
An  fit  falvandus,  ego  nefcio  nee  ego  euro.** 
Some  waggiih  waflailer  moft  probably  threw  off  the  tranllation  in  his 
cups. 
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CHAPTER  XXV. 

Gratitude  and  Ingratitude. 

"  I  hate  ingratitude  more  in  a  man, 
Than  lying,  vainnefs,  babbling,  drunken nefs, 
Or  any  taint  of  vice,  whofe  ftrong  corruption 
Inhabits  our  frail  blood.** 

"  Alas  for  gratitude !  there  was  not  a  boy  in  that  group  to  whom 
Mr.  Rofe  had  not  done  many  an  act  of  kind  nefs, — and  to  moft  of 
them  far  more  than  they  ever  knew.  Many  a  weary  hour  had  he 
toiled  for  them  in  private,  when  his  weak  frame  was  harafled  by 
fu  faring  5  many  a  fleeplefs  night  had  he  wreftled  for  them  in  prayer, 
when,  for  their  fakes,  his  own  many  troubles  were  laid  afide.  Work 
on,  Walter  Rofe,  and  He  who  feeth  in  fecret  will  reward  you  openly ! 
but  expect  no  gratitude  from  thofe  for  whofe  falvation  you,  like  the 
great  tender-hearted  apoftle,  would  almoft  be  ready  to  wifh  yourfelf 
accurfed.** 

"  And  the  next  virtue  to  bellowing  good 

Thou  know'ffc  is  gratitude  for  good  beftow'd." 

u  The  vices  we  feoff  at  in  others,  laugh  at  us  within  ourfelves." 

u  ♦«/'  &s  fUya  Svyaadoy  vavraxov  ri»  96'  d/&o\<&." 

IND    and    tender-hearted,    open- 
handed  and  good  men,  go  forth 
into  the  Parifhes  of  the  land,  and 
they   find   nothing   fo   common, 
nothing  fo  diftrefling,  as  the  Thankleflhefs  and 
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Ingratitude  of  their  fellow-creatures.  It  grates 
upon  their  beft  feelings,  and  they  fay, 

"Affliction  hath  in  ftore 
No  torture  like  to  this." 

Day  after  day,  and  month  after  month,  and 
year  after  year,  you  may  go  forth  and  fpend 
till  you  are  fpent,  miniftering  to  the  neceffities 
of  men's  bodies,  and  of  their  fouls ; — but  if, 
perchance,  you  touch  their  fecret  fins,  warning 
them  of  their  covetoufnefs,  their  Jhiftinefs, 
their  double-dealing,  their  knavery  and  dif- 
honefty,  and  of  that  low  grade  of  principle 
which,  when  connived  at  by  thofe  in  a  higher 
pofition,  becomes  within  a  very  fhort  while 
the  ruin  of  our  poor, — immediately  the  debt 
of  paft  kindnefles  is  wiped  off  as  with  the 
fponge  of  forgetfulnefs,  and  what  Peter  faid 
on  the  bafe  denial  of  his  Lord,  they  fay  in 
their  ingratitude,  "  I  do  not  know  the  man!" 
Thofe,  moft  bufied  in  going  about  doing 
good,  will  have  met  with  many  inftances  of 
this  unhappy  fort. 

u  Often  good  turns 
Are  fliuffled  off  with  fuch  uncurrent  pay.** 

But  if  fo,  what  ftronger  inftance  can  be 
alleged  of  the  finfulnefs  of  our  fin,— of  our 
original  corruption, — of  the  innate  depravity 


221 


Ford,  The 
Broken  Heart, 
A&  iv.  Sc.  ii. 


Matt.  xxvi.  72. 


Twelfth  Night, 
A&  iii.  Sc.  iii. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


222 


Ps.  xxxii.  9. 


As  You  Like  It, 
A&  ii.  Sc.  vii. 


7%e  Sea-board 


of  our  nature, — than  ingratitude !  If  the  dog, 
the  faithful  and  trufty  companion  of  man, — if 
the  beafts  of  the  field,  « the  horfe  and  the  mule 
that  have  no  under/landing"— do,  neverthelefs, 
fhow  how  fenfible  they  are  to  kindnefles 
received,  in  what  a  degrading  pofition  does  a 
man,  "  of  a  reafonable  foul  and  human  flefh 
fubfifting,"  put  himfelf,  if  he  does  not  fo? 
Search  the  records  of  the  paft, — religion  apart, 
fee  what  even  moralifts  have  faid  on  this 
fubjeft,  and  the  univerfal  voice  of  ages  marks 
off  the  ungrateful  man  with  the  blackeft  foul 
in  the  whole  bag !  None  fo  defpicable  as  he, 
when  the  whole  catalogue  of  offences  has  been 
run  through. 

"  Blow,  blow,  thou  winter  wind, 
Thou  art  not  fo  unkind 

As  man's  ingratitude 5 
Thy  tooth  is  not  fo  keen, 
Becaufe  thou  art  not  feen, 

Although  thy  breath  be  rude." 

And  yet,  for  all  this,  Ingratitude  has,  as  it 
were,  a  freehold 'in  human  nature,  and  although 
cenfured  by  all  individually ',  it  is  grafped  in, 
as  a  new  comer,  by  the  people  at  large,  and 
the  words  put  into  the  mouth  of  Ulyfles  by 
our  great  poet,  who  knew  nature  intuitively, 
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have  the  ftamp  and  nick  of  truth  upon  them 
beyond  all  power  of  gainfaying. 

"Time  hath,  my  lord,  a  wallet  at  his  back, 
Wherein  he  puts  alms  for  oblivion, 
A  grcat-fized  monftcr  of  ingratitude  5 
Thofe  fcraps  are  good  deeds  paft  which  are  devour'd 
As  faft  as  they  are  made,  forgot  as  foon 
As  done." 

Were  the  fome  five-and-thirty  thoufand  words 
that  compofe  our  language  forgotten,  or 
erafed  by  fome  new  power,  Forgetfulnefs  and 
Ingratitude  would  be  found  graven  on  the 
human  heart!  There's  no  gainfaying  the 
original  blot, — heathendom  knew  it,  and  as 
no  good  Genius. 

"  Scit  Genius,  natale  comes  qui  temperat  aftrum, 
Natura  deus  human* y  mortalis  in  unum- 
Quodque  caput,  vultu  mutabilis,  albui  tt  ater" 

Perhaps  the  Epigram  of  Aufonius  is  as  clear 
to  the  point  as  any. 

"  Nil  homine  terra  pejus  ingrato  creat  * 

Vicinus,  hofpes,  notus,  ignotus,  cliens, 
Et  fi  qua  genera  civium  funt  id  genus, 
Si  quid  petenti  promptus  opis  impertias 
Ut  mifereare,  gratia  actutum  perk." 

"Happily,  though  the  evil  that  is  in  us 
tends  to  Ingratitude,  yet,  neverthelefs,  is  evil 
overruled  to  good,"  faid  the  Old  Vicar,  "  and 
grace  works  miracles  every  day." 
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"And  yet,  I  fuppofe,"  was  my  reply, 
"that  yourfelf,  my  old  friend,  in  the  long 
courfe  of  years,  have  never  been  fo  difmayed 
as  at  ingratitude  ?  What  a  ftrong  expreffion 
is  that  of  Beaumont  and  Eletcher's  in  the 
Laws  of  Candy ! 

'  Be-lepered  with  the  curfe 
Of  foul  ingratitude/  ** 

"  Your  remark  is  true,  but  one  can  turn  it 
to  one's  own  mending.  Certainly,  becaufe 
Ingratitude  is  fo  great  a  crime,  and  Thankleff- 
nefs  fo  unevangelical,  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift 
has  chofen  in  the  remarkable  inftance  of  the 
ten  lepers,  to  proclaim  it  as  from  the  houfe- 
top  to  all  fucceflive  generations  of  Chriftians. 
Were  there  not  ten  cleanfed?  but  where  are 
the  nine  ?  There  are  not  found  that  returned 
to  give  glory  to  God>fave  this  ftr anger  "  No 
child  forgets  thefe  words !  But,  good  friend 
mine,  they  are  of  the  wideft  acceptation,  and 
fhow  at  the  fame  time  that  they  expofe  Jewifh 
indifference  and  want  of  feeling,  how  more 
ungrateful  men  are,  by  reafon  of  their  finful- 
nefs  towards  God,  than  they  are  even  towards 
their  fellow-creatures.  "Is  not  unthankfiil- 
nefs  to  God  a  greater  bafenefs  and  unworthinefs 
than  unthankfulnefs  to  our  patron  ?     And  is 
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not  He  as  fenfible  of  it  and  more  than  we  ? 
Thefe  things  are  more  than  words."  Was  it 
not  Aufonius  who  faid  again, 

"  Quanquam  difficile  eft  fe  nofcere9  IV«0i  (Ttavrhy, 
Quam  f  roper  I  legimus,  tarn  cito  ncgligmtu  fn 

Indeed,  it  is  a  moft  certain  conclufion,  that 
when  gracelefe  men  are  utterly  indifferent  to 
the  every-day  mercies  of  the  Almighty,  dis- 
regard of  their  fellow-creatures  is  the  natural 
courfe  of  things.  The  godlefs  are  always 
thanklefs.  "It  is  ever,"  faid  South,  "the 
growing  contagion  of  this  ill  quality,  that,  if 
it  begins  at  God,  it  naturally  defcends  to  man, 
and,  if  it  firft  exerts  itfelf  upon  man,  it  infallibly 
afcends  to  God.  If  we  confider  it  as  directed 
againft  God,  it  is  a  breach  of  religion ;  if  as 
to  men,  it  is  an  offence  againft  morality.  The 
paflage  from  the  one  to  the  other  is  very  eafy ; 
breach  of  duty  towards  our  neighbour  ftill 
involving  in  it  a  breach  of  duty  towards  God 
too ;  and  no  man's  religion  ever  furvives  his 
morals. "  So  that  if  gratitude  be  properly 
defcribed,  in  South's  words,  as  a  grace  or 
virtue,  "difpofing  the  mind  to  an  inward 
fenfe,  and  an  outward  acknowledgment  of  a 
benefit  received,  together  with  a  readinefs  to 
return  the  fame,  or  the  like,  as  the  occafions 
vol.  ir.  Q^ 
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of  the  doer  of  it  (hall  require,  and  the  abilities 
of  the  receiver  extend  to,"  I  am  afraid  the 
world  is  in  an  ill  plight, — "a  great-fized 
monfter  of  ingratitude  "  indeed ! 

M  I'm  rapt  and  cannot  cover 
The  monfboos  bulk  of  this  ingratitude 
With  any  fixe  of  words." 

At  all  events,  if  we  would  defcribe  an  un- 
grateful man,  we  fpeak  of  him  as  one  deftitute 
of  good  feeling,  goodrwill,  or  kindnefs ;  in- 
different to  fervices  performed,  and  thought- 
lefe  of  benefits  conferred;  never  feeking  to 
make  a  due  return,  or  haftening  to  thank  a 
benefactor.  And  therefore  is  it  that  the 
Scripture  couples  together  the  "unthankful" 
and  the  <c  unholy**  and  the  refult  of  my  long 
Parochial  experience  is  fimply  this,  Show  me 
the  conftantly  unthankful  man  in  any  Parifti, 
and  I  will  (how  you  the  unholy  one.  What- 
foever  his  pretences  to  religion  and  piety, 
depend  upon  it  his  ads  declare  he  has  neither 
the  one  nor  the  other  well  grounded  in  his 
heart,  and  the  Word  of  God  abideth  true  for 
ever,  "  the  Lord  is  a  God  of  knowledge,  and  by 
him  actions  are  weighed?  And  again,  if  any 
fay  under  ftrong  excitement,  and  out  of  un- 
miftaken  goodnefs  of  heart,  as  he  contemplates 
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the  gratitude  of .  the  ftranger  Samaritan  of 
Cuthite  and  Aflyrian  blood,  who,  on  another 
occafion  put  the  Jew  and  Jewifh  Prieft  to 
fhame,  by  relieving  the  poor  wounded  tra- 
veller !,  "  Whofe  foul  is  not  ftirred  within  him 
as  he  thinks  of  the  utter  thankleflhefs  of  the 
nine?  Who  is  not  grieved  at  heart,  and 
indignant,  bluihing  for  the  fhame  ?"  then, 
good  Friend  mine,  I  turn  all  this,  as  I  faid, 
to  my  own  mending,  and  we  do  well  to 
examine  our  own  hearts  warily,  for  herein  I 
fear  is  ihown  the  dark  pifture  of  mankind  in 
general,  whofe  difpofition  is,  till  fuppled  and 
intenerated  by  grace,  to  forget  the  great 
mercies  of  God  towards  them,  his  benefits,  his 
loving-kindnefles !  And  if  any  fay,  who  has 
fpent  his  life  in  doing  good, 

"  The  wages  I  have  had,  I  know  would  make 
Wifdom  herielf  run  frantic  through  the  ftreets 
And  patience  quarrel  with  her  fliadow;" 

I  would  not  haftily  cenfure  fuch  an  one, 
becaufe  we  have  all  our  weaknefles,  but  I 
think  his  noife  and  his  complaint  is  much  in 
charafter  with  that  of  the  peevifti  Jonah,  who, 
when  God  faid  unto  him,  "  Doejt  thou  well  to  be 

1  Luke  u.   33.     On  the  queftion  of  the  mixed  blood,  and  the 
Samaritan  alien ^  fee  Trench  on  Parables,  p.  310,  note.     Sixth  Edit. 
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angry  for  the  gourd?"  replied  irreverently,  "I 
do  well  to  be  angry  even  unto  death"  Depend 
upon  it,  he  who  turns  the  Ingratitude  of 
others  to  good  account,  by  confidering  his 
own  fhort-comings,  and  lack  of  thankfgiving 
towards  God,  is  one  who  has  underftanding 
of  evangelical  returns,  and  will  never  commit 
the  abominable  thing  which  God  hateth. 
Weigh  the  periods  of  a  long  life,  and  you 
will  find,  that 

"  In  virtuous  actions 
The  undertaker  finds  a  full  reward, 
Although  conferred  upon  unthankful  men." 

"The  world,  no  doubt,  is  full  of  Ingratitude, — 
it  is  a  common  theme  to  dwell  upon — I  know 
it  well — I  know  it  well,"  faid  the  Old  Vicar, 
as  he  fupprefled  a  figh,  "  but  I  know  alfo  that 
amongft  our  wildeft  Jhaws  and  woodlands,  in 
the  moft  fecluded  coombes  of  thefe  Downs, 
and  amongft  our  wildeft  people,  there  is  more 
gratitude  than  indifcreet  talkers  will  ever  find 
out.  The  original  blot  taints  us,  but  God 
never  leaves  Himfelf  without' witnefs !  " 

"  Colle&a  vitia  per  tot  states  diu 
In  nos  redundant ;  farculo  premimur  gravi, 
Quo  fcelera  regnant :  fovit  impietas  furens." 

And  he  took  up  a  book  which  lay  upon  the 
table,  and  read  thefe  lines,  as  if  by  chance. 
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Chance  or  no,  many  z/ors  Virgiliana  has  been 
lefs  to  the  purpofe. 

"  Good  love,  howe'er  ill  placed, 
Is  better  for  a  man's  foul  in  the  end, 
Than  if  he  loved  ill  what  deferves  love  well. 
A  Pagan,  kiffing,  for  a  ftep  of  Pan, 
The  wild-goat's  hoof-print  on  the  loamy  Down 
Exceeds  oar  modern  thinker  who  turns  back 
The  ftrata, — granite,  limeftone,  coal,  and  clay, 
Concluding  coldly  with  *  Here's  Law  !'  « Where's  God  ?' " 

The  fyllogifm  that  was  paffing  through  his 
mind  was  evident  enough.  He  had  known, 
as  I  was  very  well  aware,  infinite  inftances  of 
Ingratitude,  but  he  always  maintained  that 
your  fceptical  and  indifferent  Parifhioner  was 
the  worft  of  all.  Many  a  poor  ignorant  foul 
is  thoughtleffly  ungrateful,  and  comes  to  a 
better  mind, — but  your  hard-bitten  fceptic 
rarely  does  fo.  The  dye  is  too  deeply  in- 
grained,— though  it  has  been  faid  in  notable 
words, 

"  Yet  though  thefe  men  againft  their  confeience  ftrive, 
There  are  fome  fparkles  in  their  flinty  breafb, 
Which  cannot  be  extinct,  and  (till  furvive, 

That  though  they  <uxmld>  they  cannot  quite  be  beafts" 

Still  would  the  good  old  man  hold  out  in 
favour  of  his  people.  No  doubt  he  would 
have  called  fuch  allowances  as  he  was  ufed  to 
make  for  them  but  excufes  in  others, — but, 
like  Frithiof  in  the  Saga,  , 
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"  He  weighed  with  calm  reflection 
The  evil  and  the  good  y 

and  it  was  a  comfort  to  him  to  gather  the 
good  together,  whilft  he  left  the  evil,  caft 
from  him  like  an  evil  fpirit,  to  be  fcattered  by 
the  four  winds  of  heaven  !  Sometimes  I  may 
have  thought  he  fhowed  a  weaknefs  on  this 
head, — for  I  had  known  fcores  to  whom  he 
might  have  faid,  had  he  chofen  to  be  always 
chiding, —  1 

"  Being  fed  by  us,  you  u(ed  us  fo» 
As  that  ungentle  gull,  the  cuckoo's  bird, 
Ufeth  the  fparrow." 

But  I  know  alfo,  how  he  often  faid,  cc  Kind- 
nefles  conferred  call  for  no  repentance, — and 
when  we  come  to  lie  upon  the  bed  from  which 
we  ihall  rife  no  more,  theirs  will  be  made  the 
beft,  who,  with  God  fet  alway  before  them, 
have  been  conftant  in  fhowing  mercy  and 
forgivenefs."  Many  times  alfo  had  I  heard 
him  quote  the  lines, 

"  And  to  expect  a  recompenfe  was  bafe, 
Good  deeds  being  ever  in  themfelves  rewarded." 

Let  it  not,  however,  be  fuppofed  that  he  ever 
pafled  uncenfured  that  unholy  thankleflhefs 

1  "Frithiof  and  Aganthyr,"  Canto  n.  The  words  are  token  from 
Heckethorn  of  Bafle's  Tranflation,  p.  85,— a  very  curious  inftanCe  of 
literal  Engliih.  The  amiable  Bifhop  and  Poet  Tegner  would  have 
i'miled  at  it.     What  a  fweet  fmile  he  had  ! 
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which  is  the  difgrace  and  the  infamy  of  all 
thofe  to  whom  it  attaches.  On  the  contrary, 
he  was  conftantly  rebuking  it,  and  calling  his 
people  to  feek  after  God,  who  helpeth  them 
daily,  and  poureth  his  benefits  upon  them 
from  the  morning  till  the  evening  continually. 
How  often,  in  his  place,  have  I  heard  him  ufe 
fuch  words  as  thefe !  how  often  have  feen 
thofe 

"  Whofe  knotty  difpofition  nature  fpun 
With  all  her  coarfeftT  threads," 

conftrained  to  liften,  and  forced  to  confefs  that 
all  the  Old  Vicar  {aid  was  true ! 

"  If  at  any  time  you  (hall  obferve  thank- 
leflhefs  in  your  children,  be  you  fure  it  is  clofe 
upon  the  heels  of  ingratitude,  and  that  in- 
gratitude is  the  ftrongeft  teft  and  proof  that 
fin  Original  is  uncurbed  and  unreprefled,  and 
that  for  the  time  being,  they  are  hardly  under 
grace.  Therefore,  reprefs  it  at  once — nip  it 
in  the  bud  ; — for,  as  fbon  as  ever  your  fons 
or  your  daughters  fhow  themfelves  to  be 
ungrateful,  from  that  moment  they  declare 
themfelves  to  be  unholy.  A&ions  fpeak 
louder  than  words,  and  their  adfcions  condemn 
them  at  once."  And  upon  one  occafion  I 
heard  him  add,  under  the  ftrongeft  and  moft 
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painful  emotion,  "I  could  point  out  fuch 
inftances,  if  it  were  proper,  as  you  would 
almoft  flinch  from  believing; — inftances  in 
which  four  and  unmannerly  ingratitude  has 
ended  in  picking  and  ftealing,  even  from  the 
neareft  and  the  deareft.  We  can  no  more  fay 
to  Ingratitude  than  to  the  fea  hard  by,  when 
the  vifitation  of  the  ftormy  wind  makes  it 
boil  like  a  pot,  Hitherto  /halt  thou  come  and 
no  further,  and  here  fliall  thy  proud  waves  be 
flayed.  God  alone  can  do  this  by  the  power 
of  His  grace.  See,  therefore,  I  repeat,  that 
your  children  fall  not  into  this  excefs  of 
wickednefs.  Lay  before  them  in  their  tender 
years  the  great  faith  of  the  Samaritan  ftranger 
that  made  him  whole, — and  point  out  to  them 
the  black  fpot,  (worfe  than  the  leprous  (pot,) 
which  clings  everlaftingly  to  the  thanklefs  nine 
in  the  Scripture  of  truth.  Father  and  fon, — 
mother  and  daughter, — be  not  pointed  at  by 
the  finger  of  fcorn,  and  nun^ered  with  thofe 
that  fear  not  God,  neither  regard  man,  but 
think  only  of  themfelves.  Meditate  upon  the 
Old  Hebrew's  words,  Let  not  thine  hand  be 
ftretched  out  to  receive,  and  /hut  when  thou 
/houldeft  repay" 

When  it  was  neceflary  to  put  forward  the 
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truth  in  the  cleareft  and  fimpleft  way,  the  old 
Vicar  was  what  Latimer  called  a  regular  Tom 
Truth,  but  it  was  contrary  to  his  views,  as  I 
faid,  of  Chriftianity  to  be  always  chiding,  and 
he  ftill  thought  and  maintained  his  opinion  too, 
that  the  better  the  people  were  taught,  the 
lefs  ungrateful  they  would  prove.  Whether 
or  not,  Truth,  the  child  of  Time,  and  the 
circumftances  of  every-day  life  are  a  fure  teft. 

"  How  drcumftance  brings  noble  natures  out ! 

Tefts,  loon  or  late,  occur  to  ilke  one 
And  bring  their  hidden  characters  to  light, 
Proving  the  feeming  tender  hard  as  ftone, 
And  timid  fpirits  full  of  courage  bright*1 

"  One  of  the  moft  grateful  of  my  Parifh- 
ioners,"  faid  the  old  Vicar  one  day,  "  is  old 
Thomas  Beechfield,  though  the  moft  un- 
demonftrative  perfon  living.  Years  ago  it 
was  my  good  fortune  to  be  enabled  to  (how 
him  fome  kindnefs,  which  ended  in  a  fenfible 
benefit.  From  that  time  to  this,  without  any 
outward  fhow  or  oftentation,  he  has  held  on 
his  even  courfe,  fliowing  every  tribute  of 
refpeft  to  every  member  of  my  family,  and, 
as  the  feafons  come  round,  conftantly  making 
fome  fmall  offering.  We  know  where  it 
comes  from  well  enough, — but  it  is  no  eafy 
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thing  always  to  point  dire&ly  to  the  giver. 
Like  many  who  do  good  by  ftealth,  he  too 
employs  his  almoners, — and  generally  they 
are  little  children.  I  like  the  old  man  vaftly," 
faid  my  old  Friend,  "  he  verifies  the  old  lines, 

'  From  loweft  place  where  virtuous  deeds  proceed, 
The  place  is  dignified  by  the  doer's  deed/  " 

My  opinion  on  this  head  is  quite  in  unifon 
with  Pope's,  "  Wherever  I  find  a  great  deal  of 
gratitude  in  a  poor  man,  I  take  it  for  granted 
there  would  be  as  much  generofity  if  he  were 
a  rich  man." 

"  The  reverfe  of  the  charafter  above  de- 
fcribed  as  remarkable  for  his  gratitude  is 
James  Miller, — a  hard,  bitter,  unmoveable 
man.  He  has  never  profpered  in  life, — but, 
for  his  wife's  fake,  many  people  have  done 
him  good  turns, — got  him  out  of  fcrapes, — 
lent  him  money  to  retrieve  what  he  confidered 
his  bad  luck,  but  what  thofe  who  fcanned  his 
character  narrowly,  knew  to  be  his  deferts. 
The  moment  any  man  (howed  him  a  kind- 
nefs,  from  that  time  forward  he  confidered 
him  to  be  his  enemy, — he  was  in  his  debt, 
and  could  not  endure  the  fight  of  a  benefaftor. 
And  yet  he  was  neither  mad,  nor  of  weak 
mind.     The  truth  is  he  had  not  a  grain  of 
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principle, — never  entered  the  Houfe  of  Prayer, 
— and  was  never  known  to  fpeak  a  kind  word 
of  a  neighbour.  And  yet  he  thought  himfelf 
an  ill-ufed  man, — railed  at  Fortune  and  Pro- 
vidence,— and  faid  he  had  no  pleafure  in  life  ! 
It  diftrefled  me  to  meet  him  in  my  rounds," 
faid  the  old  Vicar,  "  and  I  prayed  for  him  con- 
tinually." 

Great  need  was  there  for  it,  I  thought,  and 
I  called  to  mind  Ben  Jonfon's  lines, 

"  Almanac.  I  wonder  what  religion  he  is  of  ? 
Fhton.       No  certain  fpecies  fure,  a  kind  of  mule. 
That's  half  an  ethnic,  half  a  Chriftian." 
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CHAPTER  XXVI. 

The  great  Allowances  to  be  made  for  Ignorance ■, 

and  the  deep-rooted  Prejudices  of  the 

People. 

"  Where's  that  palace,  whereinto  foul  things 
Sometimes  intrude  not  ?  Who  has  a  breaft  Co  pure, 
But  fome  uncleanly  apprehenfions 
Keep  leets  and  law  days,  and  in  feflion  fit 
With  meditations  lawful  ?  ** 

"  Oh !  faid  Euphranor,  I  am  never  angry  with  any  man  for  his 
opinion  :  whether  he  be  Jew,  Turk,  or  Idolater,  he  may  fpeak  his 
mind  freely  to  me,  without  fear  of  offending.  I  fhould  even  be  glad 
to  hear  what  he  hath  to  fay,  provided  he  faith  it  in  an  ingenuous  candid 
manner.  Whoever  digs  in  the  mine  of  truth  I  look  on  as  my  fellow- 
labourer  ;  but  if,  while  I  am  taking  true  pains,  he  diverts  himfelf  with 
teafing  me,  and  flinging  duft  in  mine  eyes,  I  fhall  foon  be  tired  of 
him." 

"  He  gets  accuftomed  to  read  of  mifery  without  confidering  that  he 
ought  to  be  relieving  it.  And  the  woes  which  ought  to  agonize  his 
heirt  with  fympathy,  minifrer  rather  to  the  amufement  of  his  mind.** 

MONG  Pope's  Thoughts  on 
Various  Subjeds  are  the  two 
following. 

"  There  never  was  any  party, 
fadion,  fed,  or    cabal  whatfoever,  in  which 
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the  moft  ignorant  were  not  the  moft  violent ; 
for  a  bee  is  not  a  bufier  animal  than  a  block- 
head. However,  fuch  inftruments  are  necef- 
fary  to  politicians;  and  perhaps  it  may  be 
with  ftates  as  with  clocks,  which  muft  have 
fome  dead  weight  hanging  at  them,  to  help 
and  regulate  the  motion  of  the  finer  and  more 
ufeful  parts. 

"  To  endeavour  to  work  upon  the  vulgar 
with  fine  fenfe,  is  like  attempting  to  hew 
blocks  with  a  razor." 

I  would  not  wifh  to  fay  that  fuch  fentences 
and  apophthegms  do  not  contain  truth,  for 
they  certainly  do ;  but  he  that  fhould  endea- 
vour to  turn  them  to  account  in  every-day 
life  would  get  little  benefit  from  them.  To 
benefit  the  people,  the  people  muft  be  met 
openly  and  freely,  and  the  greateft  allowances 
muft  be  made  for  their  Ignorance,  and  their 
deep-rooted  Prejudices.  To  fay  that  they 
have  not  a  fine  fenfe  in  difcerning  what  you 
are  about  is  a  popular  fallacy,  and  the  poli- 
tician who  would  venture  clumfily  to  meddle 
with  them,  as  with  the  weights  of  a  clock, 
would  foon  have  the  weights  upon  his  own  feet. 
Whereas,  properly  manipulated  (to  ufe  the  pet 
word  of  the  day),  they  are  a  great  means  to 
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a  great  end, — that  is,  to  their  own  happineis 
and  that  of  the  community.  And  Lord  Bacon 
faid  very  wifely,  "  It  is  the  folecifin  of  power 
to  think  to  command  the  end,  and  yet  not  to 
endure  the  means."  Once  let  the  barriers  of 
ferfdom  be  taken  down,  and  let  the  people 
know  themfelves  to  be  free,  and  then  thofe 
who  hope  the  moil  from  the  lower  ranks  will 
do  the  moft  for  them,  and  the  old  faw  will 
pafs  into  forgetfulnefs, — 

"  It  is  a  fport  to  fee  a  clown 

Hpw  he  can  play  the  knave/' 

I  have  more  than  once  alluded  in  thefe 
pages  to  the  great  miftakes  people  make 
continually  on  this  head,  not  being  alive  to 
the  fad  that  (hrewdnefs  and  much  ignorance 
are  quite  compatible.  Horace  gives  the  exa<ft 
defcription  of  the  Boor  by  the  Sea-board 
and  the  Down  in  his  inimitable  defcription 
of  the  foldier  of  Lucullus,  when  he  ftyles  him, 

"  Catus,  quantumvh  ruftkus  ;  " 

and  a  ftranger,  who  fhould  have  to  deal  with 
any  of  the  race,  and  having  bought  experience, 
might,  if  a  fcholar,  be  reminded  of  the  Italian 
Proverb, 

"  Chi  ha  dafur  con  Tofco 

Non  bifogna  che  fia  lufco," 
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thus  tranflated  by  the  well-known  Author  of 
the  Liter*  Ho-EIian*,  a  quick  obferver  of 
mankind,  and  whofe  Letters  ftill  repay  the 
time  and  trouble  of  reading : 

"  Who  dcaleth  with  a  Florentine, 
Muft  have  the  ufe  of  both  his  Eyn ! " 

His  defcription  of  the  Hollander  in  a  later 
Letter  is  not  at  all  unfuitable  to  many  a 
worthy  South  Saxon.  "  There  is  no  part  of 
the  earth,  confidering  the  fmall  circuit  of 
country,  which  is  eftimated  to  be  but  as  big 
as  the  fifth  part  of  Italy,  where  one  may  find 
more  different  cuftoms,  tempers,  and  humours 
of  the  people  than  in  the  Netherlands.  The 
Walloon  is  quick  and  fprightful,  accoftable 
and  full  of  compliment,  and  gaudy  in  apparel, 
like  his  next  neighbour  the  French;  the 
Fleming  and  Brabanter  fomewhat  more  flow 
and  more  fparing  of  (peech;  the  Hollander 
flower  than  he,  more  furly  and  refpedtlefs  of 
gentry  and  ftrangers,  homely  in  his  clothing, 
of  very  few  words,  and  heavy  in  aftion,  which 
may  be  well  imputed  to  the  quality  of  the 
foil,  which  works  fo  ftrongly  upon  the 
humours,  that  when  people  of  a  more 
vivacious  and  nimble  temper  come  to  mingle 
with    them,   their   children   are   obferved  to 
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partake  rather  of  the  foil  than  the  fire ;  and 
fo  it  is  in  all  animals  befide."  "  It  was  the 
remark,"  faid  the  Old  Vicar,  "  of  my  lamented 
friend  William  Woodward,  that  c  the  clay  of 
the  Weald  was  ftiff,  and  that  the  people  moft 
unmiftakeably  partook  of  it,'  —  Durum  a 
ftirpe genus!  Eh?" 

Good,  excellent  man !  he  did  all  he  could 
to  better  all  around  him, — and  I  can  never 
forget  his  fweet  fmile  when  I  ufed  to  reply, 
"  I  am  getting  quite  fond  of  the  South  Saxon, 
— heavy  he  may  be,  but  there  is  much  to  like 
in  him, — befides,  if  the  clay  be  as  ftiff  as  you 
fay  it  is,  it  produces  fome  of  the  fineft  wheat 
in  England, — and,  during  the  long  war,  the 
oak  of  the  Weald  brought  a  penny  a  foot 
more  than  any  other  in  the  market.  Educate 
the  people,  and  bring  their  faculties  out,  and 
they  will  be  of  the  fame  ftamp  with  the  oaks 
and  the  wheat ! " 

"  It  may  be  fo,"  he  would  reply,  "  but  it 
will  take  time.  They  may  fay  of  themfelves, 
as  I  fay  when  I  fee  a  good  deal  done  by  the 
hands  of  educated  men  which  I  cannot 
approve  of, — 

4 1  was  not  made  for  courts,  or  great  affairs, 
I  pay  my  debts,  believe,  and  fay  my  prayers." " 
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And  fo  faying  he  would  leave  the  room,  and 
take  a  dozen  or  more  turns  on  the  flabbed  path- 
way between  his  ftudy  and  the  door  out  of  the 
garden  into  the  Churchyard.  Happy  fpots 
thefe  are  of  retirement,  where  men  live  in 
quiet,  and  do  good  a  long  life  through,  and 
are  blefled  in  their  deeds!  Such  was  that 
old  Manorial  Redtory  of  Weft  Grinftead  in 
thofe  days ! 

'*  Whofe  fair  pofleflbrs  from  lives*  tumults  free, 
Id  a  calm  voyage  toward  heaven  (their  home)  there  fpent 
The  quiet  hours,  fo  fwectly  innocent, 
As  if  that  place,  that  happy  place,  had  bin 
Of  all  the  earth  alone  exempt  from  fin." 

"I  refer,"  faid  the  Old  Vicar,  "to  my 
conftant  intercourfe  with  this  good  man, 
becaufe  in  the  mod  friendly  way  we  were 
ufed  to  difcufe  points  on  which  we  did  not 
always  agree.  But  on  thefe  points,  on  the 
Allowances  to  be  made  for  Ignorance,  and  on 
the  deep-rooted  Prejudices  of  the  people,  we 
had  much  in  common.  As  for  Prejudice,  in 
general  it  may  perhaps  be  affirmed  that  it 
marks  chara&er;— at  leaft,  few  unprejudiced 
perfons  have  any  ftrongly  marked  yapaKrt)?. 
The  cutting  is  not  deep,  and  little  is  graven 
on  the  inward  man.  Prejudice  is  conftantly 
ufed  in  a  bad  fenfe,  becaufe  we  are  inclined  to 
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evil.  c  Judgment  formed  beforehand  without 
examination/ — which  is  Johnfon's  explanation 
of  the  word, — only  points  the  fame  way.  No 
word  is  fo  conftantly  mifufed.  Some  of  my 
very  beft  Parifhioners  are  highly  prejudiced 
men,  but  they  are  (imply  mi/called  fuch,  be- 
caufe  Education  has  moderated  their  opinions, 
and  tempered  their  judgments.  They  are 
denominated  'prejudiced'  only  becaufe  they 
are  clear  upon  their  points,  and  maintain  the 
truth  unflinchingly.  Draw  a  well-defined  line 
between  Prejudice,  in  this  fenfe,  and  obftinate 
opiniatednefs  in  Ignorance,  and  you  will  have 
fomething  very  like  a  virtue  inftead  of  a 
vice. 

Thus  would  the  Old  Vicar  argue,  and  his 
friend  would  fay,  pleafantly,  "You'll  have 
Archbifhop  Whately  or  fome  hard-headed 
logician  upon  you  for  the  mifufe  of  words ! 
The  common  people,  I  tell  you,  are,  nine- 
tenths  of  them,  as  obftinate  as  mules.  But 
there's  fenfe  in  what  you  fay,  after  all.  Had 
they  not  been  negleded  for  generations,  that 
obftinacy  might  have  been  charafter.  Our 
own  negledt  recoils  upon  ourfelves, — and  it  is 
to  our  own  great  miffortune  that,  in  times  of 
much  excitement  and  difturbance,  we  have 
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been  forced  to  fay  of  the  community  in  our 
overgrown  cities,  as  Caefar  did, 

'  This  common  body 
Like  a  vagabond  flag  upon  the  ftream, 
Goes  to,  and  back,  lackeying  the  varying  tide, 
To  rot  itfelf  with  motion.* " 

Situated  as  we  are  upon  the  Sea-board  and 
the  Down,  the  retiring  tide  draws  in  many 
of  our  people  as  failors,  and  when  once  they 
have  pluck  enough  to  emancipate  themfelves 
from  the  Coal  Trade,  they  fee  the  world  and 
are  the  better  for  it,  for  Travel,  as  Lord 
Bacon  fays,  "  in  the  younger  fort  is  a  part  of 
Education."  Home  attachments  belong  to 
the  beft  fpirits,  but  they  do  not  neceflarily 
keep  them  at  home.     Indeed 

"  Home-keeping  youths  have  ever  homely  wits." 

It  need  not  be  faid  to  their  difparagement  that 
ignorant  people  are  attached  to  their  hatale 
Jolum  more  than  any  other.  The  South  Saxon 
who  has  never  left  the  Weald  thinks  there  is 
no  portion  of  the  world  like  it.  Thus  the 
Scotch  loved  their  mountains  and  their  floods 
to  a  fault  almoft,  when  they  were  not  educated 
as  they  are  now.  So  did  the  Swifs,  infomuch 
that,  as  is  well  known,  the  Ranz  de  Vaches 
was  interdicted  when  there  were  prefent  auxi- 
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liaries  from  that  nation.  And  what  Spanifli 
fcholar  knows  not  of  the  floods  of  tears  that 
were  fhed,  as  any  fang  the  Moorifh  ballad, — 
the  burden  of  which  was, 

"  Ay  dt  m\,  Alhama?" 

The  refult  of  education,  and  of  minds  ex- 
panded by  converfe  with  the  world  is  this, 
that  South  Saxon,  Scotchman,  and  Swifs, 
return  home  with  prejudices  caft  off,  or,  at 
leaft,  fo  much  diminifhed  as  to  be  quite 
different  in  manner  and  converfation. 

"  Some  few  old  foldiers,"  faid  the  Vicar  one 
day,  pointing  to  an  elderly  man  with  three  or 
four  clafps, "  ftill  remain  amongft  us,  who  were 
all  through  the  Peninfular  war.  Age,  no  doubt, 
has  foftened  naturally  rough  chara&ers, — 
though  all  were  very  far  from  being  rough, — 
but  under  every  or  any  circumftance  there  is 
a  marked  diftindion  between  the  veteran  and 
thofe  of  his  own  age  who  have  never  left 
home.  The  one  has,  comparatively  fpeaking, 
enlightened  views, — fpeaks  pleafantly  of  foreign 
lands, — and  fights  all  his  battles  over  again 
by  the  firefide  to  the  no  little  advantage  of 
his  hearers.  The  other  is,  oftentimes,  duD, 
phlegmatic,  and  uninterefted  in  the  affairs  of 
his  country.     During   the   hardfhips   of  the 
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Crimean  war  old  Henry  Stem-the-fight  ufed  to 
fay  to  grumblers  and  complainers,  that "  if  they 
had  ever  feen  the  ftrange  fights  I  have  done, 
inftead  of  murmuring,  they  would  be  ready  to 
join  again  and  to  try  and  fave  their  fellows, — 
but  Lor,  Sir,  they  think  there's  only  one  Adur 
in  the  world,  and  for  them  the  world  might 
end  at  Shoreham  ' ! "  The  old  man  had  in 
his  mind  the  paflage  of  the  Adour  by  Sir 
John  Hope,  at  which  he  aflifted,  and  the  face 
of  the  old  foldier  lighted  up,  as  he  fpoke  of 
that  perilous  feat !  Turn,  reader,  to  Southey, 
or  to  Napier,  and  read  the  account  with  bated 
breath!  The  veteran  has  been  a  favourite 
with  me  always, — but  doubly  fince  the  day 
that  he  would  not  have  a  foldier's  confidence 
fufpefted.  And  I  thought  on  Maflinger's 
lines, 

"  Sufpicion  overturns  what  confidence  builds : 
And  he  that  dares  to  doubt  when  there's  no  ground, 
Is  neither  to  himfelf  nor  others  found/' 


1  Within  the  year,  the  paflage  following  from  the  Rev.  S.  W.  King's 
Italian  Valleys  of  the  Alps,  which  the  reader  muft  take  for  as  much  as 
it  is  worth,  reminded  me  of  the  old  foldier's  quaint  remark. 

"  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  in  the  name  Doire  we  have  probably 
one  of  the  few  remains  of  the  Celtic  language  now  traceable  in  this 
country.  The  word  is  the  fame  as  dour,  and  our  own  Gaelic  dury 
meaning  water,  and  is  to  be  found  in  the  names  of  numerous  rivers,  as 
the  Adour,  Durdogne,  Durance,  and  Douro,  and  the  Englifh  Derwent, 
applied  to  feveral  ftreams,  the  Adur  in  Ikjftx"  (the  Italics  are  our 
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I  have  alluded  above  to  my  dear  old  friend  j 
departed, — Re&or  of  an  old  Manorial  Suflex  J 
Living, — and  adverted  to  our  converfations  • 
relative  whether  to  the    Ignorance    or    the 
Prejudices  of  the  people.     One  day,  playfully 
altering  Pope's  lines,  which  he  was  as  fond  of 
referring  to,  as  he  was  of  quoting  the  Rambler, 
— the  copy  over  againft  me  is  his  gift !, — he 
faid, 

u  'I  am  a  Chronicle  of  ancient  ftanding, 

And  you've  a  Chryfoftom  to  fmoothc  your  band  in  j  * 

by  which  I  mean,  whether  you  have  ftudied  ! 
the  matter  as  I  have  done,  or  whether  you 
have  not — and  it  is  not  likely  you  fhould  fince 
I  am  fo  many  years  your  fenior — it  is  one 
worthy  of  moft  ferious  confideration,  and  of 
the  deepeft  reflection,  The  modern  custom 

OF  LIGHTLY  REVERENCING  THE  SUNDAY." 


own,)  "  and  others  which  might  be  adduced,  in  Scotland  and  other 
countries  originally  peopled  by  tribes  of  cognate  Celtic  origin,"  p.  74. 
The  Volume  from  which  this  is  taken  is  a  highly  interesting  one. 
"  Dor  or  Dury  or  Dot,  found  in  the  old  name  of  Darotriges,  furvives 
in  Dorfct  and  Dorchefter,  where  they  dwelt  J  and  the  town  of  Cheddar , 
the  Cheddar  cliffs,  and  Cheddar  cheefe,  all  derive  their  names  from  the 
Cheddar  or  Ced-dwr  hill  ftream  which  flows  into  the  Axe  in  Somerfet- 
fhire."   Edinburgh  Review,  April,  i860,  p.  359.  The  lamented  Author 
of  thefe  Papers  is  no  more  j — but  every  one  who  reads  them,  with 
competent  knowledge,  muft  admit  their  great  ability. 
1  Written  on  a  blank  page  are  fhefe  playful  lines, 

"  Go,  fturdy  moralift,  quit  your  prefent  quarters, 
And  take  your  fration  at  my  good  friend  Waiter's. 
With  one  requeft  alone  Til  trouble  you, 
Not  to  forget  you  once  belonged  to  W.  P.  W.M 
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I  replied  at  once  that  no  one  living  in  our 
days  could  fail  to  notice  it, — and  that  the 
breach  was  one  as  common  in  the  Country 
as  in  the  Town, — that  education  had  not  at 
all  altered  things  for  the  better, — and  that  the 
Railroad,  was  an  inclined  plane  down  which 
the  people  Aided  eafily  into  greater  indifference. 
Once  let  the  Sunday  become  in  England 
what  it  is  in  many  European  Countries,  and 
England  will  be  Old  England  no  more, — at 
leaft  in  this  refpeft.  I  have  lived  much  in 
foreign  lands,  and  I  have  feen  this  evil  carried 
to  a  great  extent.  The  keeping  holy  the 
Sabbath  day,  which  is  our  Sunday,  I  look 
upon  quite  as  a  national  bulwark.  Remove 
it,  and  we  fhall  have  in  its  place  either  a 
refined  fcepticifm,  or  the  liberty  which  is 
licentioufneis. 

"  Ut  medium  fi  quis  vellat  de  fomicc  faxum, 
Incumbunt  cui  cun&a,  fimul  devexa  fequentur 
Cetera,  communemque  trahcnt  &  vcrticc  lapfiim." 

The  week  without  its  Sabbath  would  be  like 
the  firmament  without  the  fun.  Increafe  of 
education  amongft  the  people  will  not,  I  truft, 
end  in  fuch  ignorance  as  this.  Milton's  lines, 
grand  as  they  are,  can  feebly  defcribe  it. 
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"A  dark 
Illimitable  Ocean,  without  bound,  . 

Without  dimennon,  where  length,  breadth,  and  height,        | 
And  time  and  place  are  loft;  where  oldeft  Night  | 

And  Chaos,  anceftora  of  Nature,  hold 
Eternal  anarchy.*1 

"  At  the  fame  time,"  rejoined  my  old  Friend, 
"  whilft  counfelling  all  people  to  fhun  profane- 
nefe,  I  muft  feel  very  thankful  that,  in  the  j 
prefent  day,  the  pent-up  artizan,  for  example,  j 
has  greater  means  afforded  him  for  recreation 
even  on  what  our  Homilies  call  'the  holy 
reftfiil  day/ — and  to  compafs  this  the  Rail 
gives  us  great  help.  The  argument  carries 
no  weight  with  it  which  dwells  upon  the  hands 
employed, — it  is  one  of  numbers,  againft 
which  is  to  be  fet  the  mixed  and  countlefs 
multitude  to  whom  rational  recreation  is  thus 
afforded  The  employes  all  reft  in  their  turn, 
— and  if  the  ipirit  of  thofe  words  in  the  Book 
of  Exodus  is  abided  by,  it  is  enough, — on  the 
c  holy  convocation '  on  the  feventh  day, — c  no 
manner  of  work  Jhall  be  done,  fave  that  which 
every  man  muft  eat,  that  only  may  be  done  of 
you:  " 

cc  I  quite  agree  with  you,  my  old  Friend," 
was  my  ready  reply,  "  but  the  difficulty  is  to 
keep  to  the  golden  mean.     Indeed,  I  cannot  j 
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blame  the  poor  man,  who,  when  the  morning 
fervice  is  over,  feeks  the  refreftiment  of  the 
air  and  revels  in  the  balmy  bleflednefs  of  the 
open  heavens.  Befides  other  benefits,  it  keeps 
him  from  faying  with  the  playwright,  c  Didft 
thou  ever  fee  a  lark  in  a  cage  ?  Such  is  the 
foul  in  the  body ;  this  world  is  like  her  little 
turf  of  grafs,  and  the  heaven  over  our  heads 
like  her  looking-glafs,  only  gives  us  a  mife- 
rable  knowledge  of  the  fmall  compafe  of  our 
prifon.'  Who  that  has  feen  the  Spitalfields 
weaver's  lark,  and  his  treafured  flowers,  does 
not  acknowledge  at  a  glance  that  there  is  a 
mind  and  a  heart  to  be  worked  upon  by  the 
glorious  magnificence  of  Nature,  leading  him 
ftill  onwards  to  the  God  of  Nature, — to  reve- 
rence and  to  godly  fear  ?  Rightly  underftood 
Milton  hits  the  right  nail  upon  the  head,  c  It 
is  not  the  formal  duty  of  worfhip,  or  the 
fitting  ftill,  that  keeps  the  holy  reft  of  the 
Sabbath ;  but  whofoever  doth  moft  according 
to  charity,  whether  he  work  or  work  not,  he 
breaks  the  reft  of  the  holy  fabbath  leaft.' 
And  again,  c  In  tliofe  vernal  feafons  of  the 
year,  when  the  air  is  calm  and  pleafant,  it  were 
an  injury  and  a  fullennefs  againft  Nature  not 
to  go  out,  and  fee  her  riches,  and  partake  in 
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her  rejoicing  with  heaven  and  earth.'  What 
reminifcences  muft  he  have  borne  about  with 
him  when  wifdom  was  c  at  one  entrance  quite 
fhut  out ! '  For  my  own  part,  on  the  Sunday 
evenings  about  Eafter  I  think  it  the  pleafanteft 
of  all  pleafant  fights  to  fee  children  returning 
from  the  woods  with  their  bundles  of  bluebells 
and  primrofes.  There  is  a  frefhnefs  and  a 
pleafantnefs  about  them  which  faysr  they  have 
been  doing  no  harm.  If  one  could  but  feize 
upon  their  beft  feelings  at  fuch  a  time  and 
ftereotype  them,  what  a  religious-hearted 
people  fhould  we  foon  become  !  It  is  a  pretty 
remark  of  Lord  Bacon's,  CA  man's  nature 
runs  either  to  herbs  or  weeds ;  therefore,  let 
him  feafonably  water  the  one,  and  deftroy  the 
other.'  With  proper  care  we  fhould  have 
handfful  of  flowers,  like  the  children."  "  There 
is  nothing  that  we  fee,"  fays  Bifhop  Hall, 
"  Which  doth  not  put  us  in  mind  of  God ; 
what  creature  is  there  wherein  we  do  not  efpy 
fome  footfteps  of  a  Deity  ?  Every  herb, 
flower,  leaf,  in  our  garden;  every  bird  and 
fly  in  the  air;  every  ant  and  worm  in  the 

1  Schiller,  when  he  wrote  his  Don  Karlos,  had  this  line  clearly 
in  his  mind's  eye. 

"  Die  Welt  hat  etnen  Zugang  weniger 
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ground ;  every  fpider  in  our  window,  fpeaks 
the  omnipotence  and  infinite  wifdom  of  their 
Creator,  None  of  thefe  may  pafs  us  without 
fome  fruitful  monition  of  acknowledging  a 
divine  hand." 

Fourteen  or  fifteen  years  after  this  conver- 
sation, when  the  turf  was  green  upon  my  old 
Friend's  grave,  but  his  memory  frefh  as  the 
flowers  which  at  the  time  were  garlanding  the 
earth,  the  fubjeA-matter  of  it  was  called  to 
my  mind  by  the  following  very  painful  re- 
mark in  Lady  Morgan's  Autobiography, 
"  The  worft  of  the  Englifh  temperament  and 
habits  is,  that  they  lead  to  fullen  fanaticifin, 
which  reftri&s  innocent  amufements  —  and 
leaves  the  field  clear  for  brutal  amufements ; " 
— as  were  to  be  feen  conftantly  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  century,  and  are  hardly 
extinft  now  in  out-of-the-way  taverns  and 
beerfhops.  I  could  not  follow  her  out  in  her 
remarks, — but  I  could  moft  readily  make  the 
excufe  that  Fenelon  made  for  thofe  whofe 
Sunday  amufements  were  not  entirely  in  accord 
with  his  own.  "  My  good  friend,"  was  his 
reply  to  the  Prieft  who  complained  of  his 
Parifhioners  dancing1  on  the  Green  on  Sunday 

1  It  was  fonocthing  for  Biihop  Hall  to  fay,  "  Dancing  in  itfelf,  as  it 
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evenings,  "  you  and  I  fhould  not  dance,  but 
allowance  muft  be  made  to  the  poor  people 
who  have  01  lly  one  day  in  the  week  to  forget 
their  miffortunes."  The  kind-hearted  Prelate 
had  thought  much  of  the  great  allowances  to 
be  made  for  Ignorance,  as  well  as  of  the  deep- 
rooted  Prejudices  of  the  People, 

"  Still  brightening  in  each  rigid  difcipline 
And  gathering  worth,  as  human  life  in  pains, 
Conflicts  and  troubles.** 

Thofe  who  have  lived  longeft  amongft  the 
poor,  and  know  them  intimately,  find  out  that 
their  prejudices  yield  before  the  light  of  truth 
quite  as  eafily  as  thofe  of  their  richer  brethren. 
But  it  never  anfwers  to  drive  away  the  fly 
from  another's  forehead  with  a  hatchet,  and 
he  that  would  effectually  take  the  lead,  and 
perfuade  the  people  to  follow,  muft  do  it 
tenderly  and  affe&ionately.  Without  fuch  a 
ftep  in  advance,  all  their  labour  is  loft. 

"  My  lord  Sebaftian, 
The  truth  you  fpeak  doth  lack  fome  gentlenefi, 
And  time  to  fpeak  it  in  j  you  rub  the  fore, 
When  you  fliould  bring  the  plaifter.** 

is  a  fet,  regular,  harmonious  motion  of  the  body,  cannot  be  unlawful 
more  than  walking  or  running ;  circumftances  may  make  it  finful.** 
Contemplations,  "John  Baptift  beheaded.**  Vol.  ii.  118.  Folio. 
One  may  apply  old  Homer's  words, 

"  Tihnoop  iiXv  ic6pos  &r«rlf  Kal  Ctvou,  teal  <pi\6rr}Tos, 
fxo\vijs  re  y\vK*prj$f  *al  fafxtjiovos  tyxiflpoto." 

II.  xiii.  636. 
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"  Upon  this  fubjeA,"  faid  the  Old  Vicary 
one  day,  "I  can  venture  to  give  the  beft 
evidence,  and  I  could  produce  fafts  of  the 
weightieft  importance.  Education  amongft 
our  people  for  a  long  time  was  as  occult  an 
art  as  the  Myfteries  of  the  Peruvian  quipus, 
but  if  the  latter  worked  its  way,  as  it  did, 
Education,  with  the  Bible  at  the  head  of  it, 
muft  do  fo.  I  have  before  faid  that  the 
improvement  of  the  people,  during  a  period 
of  years,  is  great,  and  I  repeat  here  that 
where  there  is  great  Ignorance  it  is  wilful.  I 
lay  nothing  of  low  cunning,  which  puts  on 
the  mafic  of  Ignorance,  and  is,  when  unveiled, 
but  Hypocrify, — but  the  refults  of  Education, 
of  which  I  fhall  have  to  fpeak  more  at  length 
in  a  fubfequent  chapter,  are  clear  and  evident 
to  all  men,  and  Prejudices  of  all  forts  are  dis- 
appearing,— like  the  old-fafhioned  agricultural 
implements  from  our  fields.  True  it  is  we 
have  our  drawbacks,  and  the  bitter  and  the 
fweet  is  commingled,  as  it  always  will  be. 

*  For  every  fweet  with  four  is  tempered  ftiU, 
That  maketh  it  be  coveted  the  more, 
For  eafie  things,  that  may  be  got  at  will, 
Moft  forts  of  men  do  fct  but  little  ftore.* 

There  is   oftentimes  apparently,  great  indif- 
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ference,  not  a  little  fullennefs,  and  fame 
inaptitude  to  grafp  a  proffered  benefit,  left  it 
fhould  leave  a  tang  behind  it.  But,  for  this 
we  have  to  thank  ourfelves.  We  were  fo  long 
in  doing  any  thing,  in  the  way  of  advance,  for 
the  people,  that  they  thought  we  never  in- 
tended to  do  any  thing.  When  done  at  laft, 
they  were  fufpicious,  and  thought  a  demand 
would  be  made  in  return. 

*  Scis,  nulla  placere 
Munera,  quae  metuens  illis,  quos  {prevent,  offert 
Scrus,  et  incaiTum  fenrati  prodigus  auri.* 

Analyze  the  fubjeft,  and  you  will  find  that 
fomething  of  this  fort  lies  at  the  root  of  un- 
willingnefs  to  receive  a  long-deferred  benefit. 
This  is  a  conclufion  I  have  arrived  at  with  pain, 
— under  real  felf-cenfure  and  felf-corre&ion. 

'  But  nathelefs  this  meditation 
I  put  it  as  under  correction 
Of  clerks,  for  I  am  not  textual  5 
I  take  but  the  fentence,  trufteth  me  wel : 
Therefore,  I  make  a  protection 
That  I  wil  ftanden  to  correction/ 

I  am  very  well  aware,"  continued  the  Old 
Vicar,  "that  the  Sufpicions  as  well  as  the 
Superftitions  of  the  People  ftill  imply  Igno- 
rance,— as  may  not  inopportunely  be  fet 
forward  in  the  next  chapter, — but  we   muft 
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not  fuppofe  that  educated  people  are  not 
fuperftitious  alfo.  The  truth  is  (to  advert  to 
the  matter  of  Superftition),  there  is  an  under 
voice  of  it  in  every  human  breaft, 

*  Parvs  murmura  vocis 
Qualia  de  pelagi,  fi  quis  procul  audiat,  undis 
Effc  folent;'— 

looked  well  to,  and  checked,  it  may  be 
moulded  into  good; — but  left  unchecked  and 
allowed  to  run  wild,  it  leads,  in  rich  or  poor, 
to  all  forts  of  evil.  Overruled  by  'fuperfti- 
tious  vanities'  the  rich  become  fimply  flaves 
and  dotards, — whilft  the  poor,  if  their  advifer 
be  a  cunning  one,  with  his  own  and  not  their 
intereft  in  view,  run  into  all  forts  of  abfurdities? 
and  will  jump  over  a  precipice  willingly,  as 
the  ihepherds  in  the  German  ftory.  Not 
twenty  years  ago  this  was  clearly  illuftrated  at 
Boughton-under-Blean,  and  I  applied  to  the 
cafe  the  lines  of  Spenfer  in  his  Teares  of  the 
Mufes. 

'  For  he  that  is  of  reafon's  ikill  bereft, 
And  wants  the  ftafle  of  wifdom  him  to  ftaye, 
Is  like  a  ihip  in  midft  of  tempeft  left, 
Withouten  helme  or  pilot  her  to  flay  j 
Full  fad  and  dreadful  is  that  flap's  event : 
So  is  the  man  that  wants  intendiment !' " 
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CHAPTER  XXVII. 

The  Superftitions  of  the  People. 

"  Cada  una  cfta  en  fu  error 
Obftinado,  torpe,  ciego." 

"  So  long  as  the  boaftful  human  mind 
Confents  in  fuch  mills  as  this  to  grind, 
I  fit  very  firmly  on  my  throne. 
Of  a  truth  it  almoft  makes  me  laugh, 
To  fee  men  leaving  the  golden  grain 
To  gather  in  piles  the  pitiful  chaff", 
That  old  Peter  Lombard  thrafhed  with  brain, 
To  have  it  caught  up,  and  tofied  again 
On  the  horns*of  the  Dumb  Ox  of  Cologne." 

"  Adam  was  not  a  man  to  be  gratuitoufly  fuperftitious,  but  he  had 
the  blood  of  the  peafant  in  him,  as  well  as  of  the  artisan 5  and  a  peafant 
can  no  more  help  believing  in  a  traditional  fuperftition,  than  a  horfe 
can  help  trembling  when  he  fees  a  camel." 

"  Ut  funt  mobiles  ad  fuperftitionem  perculfae  femel  mentes." 

AKE  Superftition  in  its  worft  fenfe, 
and  what  Bifhop  Hall  fays  is 
true  to  the  letter.  "  Superftition 
infatuates  the  heart  out  of  meafure, 
neither  is  there  any  fancy  fo  abfurd  and  mon- 
ftrous  which  credulous  infidelity  is  not  ready 
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to  entertain  with  applaufe."  Happily  fheer, 
blank  infidelity  is  rarely  met  with,  however 
evil  men's  lives  are,  and  however  much  they 
fall  fhort  in  their  pra&ice.  A  man  may  fell 
his  foul  for  money,  for  place,  for  ambition, 
for  any  mean  thing, — but  the  moment  he  lofes 
felf-refpeft  he  is  a  poor  creature,  fold  under 
fin,  looked  narrowly  upon  by  his  fellow- 
creatures,  and  never  daring  to  look  inwardly 
within  himfelf,  becaufe  a  fmall  ftill  voice, 
fpeaking  louder  than  all  the  thunders  of  Sinai, 
fays  to  him,  "  I  have  got  all  this  money, — 
but  I  have  not  got  happinefs ! "  And  the 
heathen's  echoing  verfe  is  vaftly  true, 

"  Auriculas  afini  Midas  rex  habet" 

All  that  Midas  has  is  gold — but  he  has  the 
ears  of  an  Afs ! 

The  fimple  truth  is,  the  heart  of  man  is  too 
weak  to  reft  upon  itfelf.  Lean  it  muft  on 
fomething,  as  Naaman's  mafter  leant  on  him 
when  he  went  "  into  the  houfe  of  Rimmon  to 
worfhip  there."  Weak  we  are,  and  weak  we 
muft  needs  confefs  ourfelves  to  be,  when  we 
fall,  as  we  fo  often  do,  before  the  temptations 
which  aflail  us.  One  time  or  another  each 
one  has  full  reafon  to  know  of  his  own  im- 
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potence  and  inability.  Even  when  he  thinks 
himfelf  the  moft  fecure,  his  ftrength  faileth 
him,  and  he  finds  that  his  own  fufficiency  is  a 
thing  of  nought,  and  but  as  vanity.  No  man 
living,  ufed  to  take  counfel  with  himfelf,  but 
hath  found  it  fo.  Ay !  even  when  he  has 
had  all  things  to  his  heart's  content, — when 
his  defires  have  been  granted, — his  will  obeyed, 
— his  ambition  glutted, — even  then  there  has 
been  a  void  and  an  emptinefs  within  him, — a 
finking,  like  what  a  landfman  feels  on  fhip- 
board ;  and  this,  till  it  be  remedied,  he  finds 
not  how  to  bear,  and  he  is  ill  &t  eafe,  and  he 
cafteth  him  about  here  and  there  for  that  quiet 
of  mind,  which  is  not  of  earth,  but  is  of  heaven, 
though  he  knows  it  not  for  lack  of  fpiritual 
difcernment,  and  for  that  he  apprehendeth  not 
the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus. 

"  And  yet  in  Him  the  fimpleft  {wain 
May  read  his  homely  leflbn  plain." 

Still,  fo  it  is,  and  hence  it  comes  about  alio 
that  the  untutored  and  favage  nations  of  the 
earth  are  in  bondage  to  fyftems  of  religion 
which  tend  to  fear  only, — abounding  in  cruel 
and  unholy  rites  which  Chriftianity  is  free 
from.  And  ftriking  are  the  words  of  David 
in  the  Pfalm.    "  Have  refpeft  unto  the  covenant , 
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for  the  dark  f laces  of  the  earth  are  full  of  the 
habitations  of  cruelty"  Fear,  that  is,  is 
uppermoft  in  the  minds  of  fuch, — "fear" 
that  " hath  torment" — and  they  cannot  diveft 
themfelves  of  it,  and  they  know  not  where  to 
turn,  not  knowing  God,  who  is  Love.  Yet 
do  they  attempt  to  free  themfelves  from  the 
fear  that  oppreffeth  them, — and  they  do  it  by 
endeavouring  to  propitiate  the  terror  from 
without,  which  to  them  is  overwhelming. 
Whereupon  Superftition  works  upon  them, 
and  enters,  like  iron,  into  their  fouls, — and 
the  ills  and  the  evils  which  Superftition  has 
introduced  no  man  living  may  tell !  Lucretius, 
knowing  no  better,  and  entangled  in  "  Pyrrho's 
maze  and  Epicurus'  fty,"  called  it  Religion. 

"  Saepius  olim 
Reiligio  peperit  fcelerofa  atque  impia  fa&a : 
Aulide  quo  pa&o  Trivial  virginis  aram 
IphianaflaT  turparunt  {anguine  fade 
Dudores  Danaum  dele&ei,  prima  virorum. 
****** 

Tantum  reiligio  potuit  fuadere  malorum." 

And  hence  one,  who  furpafled  in  wifdom,  faid, 
<c  It  is  better  to  have  no  opinion  of  God  at 
all  than  fuch  an  opinion  as  is  unworthy  of 
Him;  for  the  one  is  unbelief,  the  other  is 
contumely;  and  certainly  Superftition  is  the 
s  2 
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reproach  of  the  Deity."  So  fpake  the  Philofo-  ! 
pher  of  Verulam  in  his  Eflay,  "  Of  Superfti- 
tion,"  as  fome  think  queftionably.  Charles 
How  in  his  Divine  Meditations  has  an  ex- 
cellent one  on  the  fuperftitious  impreflions 
attached  to  Childermas  Day.  He  ends  it 
with  thefe  memorable  words.  "Thus  folly, 
like  gunpowder,  runs  in  a  train  from  one 
generation  to  another,  preferved  and  conveyed 
by  the  perpetual  traditions  of  tattling  goflips." 
Still,  as  I  juft  now  faid,  weak  men  muft 
have  fomething  to  lean  upon,  and  when  they 
have  not  the  knowledge  of  the  true  God,  they 
turn  them  to  thofe  "gods  many  and  lords  many  " 
of  heathenifm,  which  are  falfe.  And  befides 
thofe  cruel  rites  which  terminate  in  blood, — 
they  bowed  them  down  before  ftocks  and 
ftones,  and  images  frightful  to  look  upon, — 
and  inafmuch  as  they  are  the  work  of  the 
craftfmen,  their  very  hideoufnefs  declares 
that  all  their  worfhip  is  that  of  fear, — in  a 
word,  that  the  poor  benighted  ones  fear  every 
thing  elfe  in  the  world  fave  Him,  the  God  of 
love,  which  ought  to  be  feared  with  that  fear 
which  is  reverence  and  holy  thoughts, — 
thoughts  of  good  and  not  of  evil, — thoughts 
which  lead  on  even  the  unconverted  to  the 
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goodnefe,  and  the  loving-kindnefles,  and  the 
mercies  of  the  "Unknown  God,"  whom 
they,  in  their  great  darknefs,  do  "  ignorantly 
wor/hip." 

In  the  expedition  to  Borneo  of  Her  Majefty's 
fhip  <c  Dido/'  it  is  faid  of  the  Dyacks,  (pro- 
nounced Dyahs, — the  k  being  mute,)  <c  They 
have  ho  priefts  or  idols,  fay  no  prayers,  make 
no  offerings  to  propitiate  the  Deity.  In  this 
refpedt  they  are  different  from  any  known 
people  who  have  arrived  at  the  fame  ftate  of 
civilization."  It  is  an  evident  illuftration  of 
the  motto,  Exceptio  probat  regulam. 

I  was  on  a  vifit  to  the  Old  Vicar's,  and  I 
was  thus  mufing  with  myfelf  when  he  came  in 
from  one  of  his  rounds,  and  the  moment  he 
faw  me  he  faid,  "  Poor  Noah  Selfey-Bill  won't 
live, — it  is  quite  clear  that  the  Dropfy  is 
beyond  the  power  of  phyfic.  You  recoiled 
poor  Noah,  don't  you  ?"  "  To  be  fure  I  do," 
was  my  reply, — "  don't  I  recoiled  him  offering 
you  his  child's  Caul  with  which  he  always 
went  to  fea,  and  his  faying  to  you  when  you 
faid,  ' Stuff  and  nonfenfe  about  your  Caul!' 
that  perhaps  it  did  no  good  in  rough  weather, 
but,  c  Be't  as  it  will,  I  always  take  it  with  me, 
it   can   do   no    harm,    howm'foever  ? "      Poor 
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Noah !  he  was  rough  fometimes  as  the  ftorm- 
tofled  fea  where  his  occupation  lay,  but  there 
were  many  worfe  men  in  the  Parifh  than  he ! 
God  reft  his  foul,  and  give  him  an  eafy 
departure ! "  And  I  prefently  added,  "  On  a 
late  vifit  you  faid  you  would  revert  to  the  fub- 
jeft  of  Popular  Superftitions,  which,  although 
clofely  allied  to  ignorance,  were  ftill  adhered  to 
by  many  that  were  not  ignorant.  I  perfectly 
recoiled  your  faying,  as  the  teft  of  your  own 
experience,  that  'every  man's  mind  had  an 
out-of-the-way  hidden  corner,  into  which 
Superftition,  like  a  dirty  houfemaid,  fwept 
up  all  orts  and  fcraps.'  Is  it  not  fo?"  Sir 
Walter  Scott  was  certainly  fuperftitious,  though 
he  did  fay  when  at  Rome,  "Superftition  is 
very  pifturefque,  but  I  never  allow  it  to  inter- 
fere with  intereft  or  convenience." 

c<  I  quite  recoiled  what  I  faid,  and  you  may 
depend  upon  it  that  from  John  o'  Groaf  s  to 
the  Lizard,  there  is  no  part  of  the  land  which 
has  not  its  Popular  Superftitions,  though  as 
Jeremy  Taylor  fays,  c  No  man  that  reckons 
by  the  meafures  of  reafon  or  religion,  reckons 
witches  and  conjurors  amongft  blefled  and 
profperous  perfons.'  The  weak  and  the 
ignorant    are,    of    courfe,   the    moft    fuper- 
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ftitious, — and  ftrange  as  it  may  feem,  at  the 
firft  blufti,  you  will  find  a  great  number 
of  very  religious  people  much  biafled  this 
way,  fo  that  it  is  of  the  utmoft  confequence 
to  have  fingle-minded  teachers  to  lead  them. 
Nothing  has  more  tended  to  fill  up  the  ranks 
of  the  Papifts,  and  looked  to  in  this  fenfe  the 
old  line  quoted  by  Aulus  Gellius,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  cenfure  of  Laftantius,  has  weight. 

'  Refigentem  effe  oportet,  refigiofum  nefas.' 

I  think  I  may  venture  to  fay  that  amongft 
fome  of  the  beft  people  I  ever  knew,  I  could 
deteft  what  would  moft  decidedly  have  been 
fuperftition,  but  for  the  guidance  of  God's 
word.  Metallic  Tradtors,  and  Cramp-rings, 
and  Galvanized  Chains,  all  look  the  fame  way, 
and  are  but  an  exchange  for  our  anceftral 
charms  and  amulets,  and  the  aftrologer's 
bureau.  All  this  was  vividly  brought  to  my 
mind  the  other  day  in  reading  Kaye's  Life  of 
Sir  John  Malcolm,  where  I  lighted  on  the 
paflage   following  from  one  of  his   letters1. 


1  Not  left  powerful^  only  in  another  way,  was  the  name  of  Major 
Hodfon.  "  Such  an  impreffion  had  my  brother's  daring  and  activity 
produced  upon  the  minds  of  the  Sikhs,  that  feveral  years  afterwards  it 
was  found  that  the  Sikh  mothers  ftill  ufed  his  name  as  a  threat  of 
terror  to  their  children,  reminding  one  of  the  Border  Ballad, 

['Hark 
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'The  difcovery  a  few  days  ago  that  among 
the  Bheel  ladies,  tying  a  firing  upon  the  right 
arm  of  their  children  whilft  the  prieft  pro- 
nounced the  name  Malcolm  three  times,  was 
a  fovereign  cure  for  a  fever,  are  proofs  at 
leaft  of  my  having  a  good  name  among  thofe 
wild  mountaineers,  which  will  do  me  as  much 
and  more  good  than  one  in  Leadenhall  Street, 
I  am  told  that  Bifliop  Heber  ufed  to  relate, 
how,  when  travelling  in  Central  India,  he 
inquired  what  was  written  on  an  amulet  worn 
by  a  native  child,  he  was  told  that  it  was  J 
nothing  more  than  the  word  Malcolm,  which  j 
was  confidered  in  that  part  of  the  country  the  j 
mod  efficacious  of  charms.'  I  do  not  fay, 
and  you  would  not  fuppofe  me  to  mean,  that 
our  people  are  given  up  to  charms  or  amulets, 
but  you  may  depend  upon  it  they  are  never 
looked  upon  fcornfully, — efpecially  by  the 
uneducated.  My  poor  friend  Noah  Selfey-Bill 
did  not  fay,  without  a  meaning,  that c  whether 
it  was  of  farvice  to  him  or  not,  he  and  his 
dried  crifp  Caul  always  did  contrive  to  come 
back  together ! ' " 

"The  Caul,"  I   replied,  "is   one  of  the 

*  Hark  ye,  hark  ye,  do  not  fret  ye, 

And  the  black  Douglas  fhall  not  get  ye.1 " 
Twelve  Yean  of  a  Soldier's  Life  in  India,  p.  99.     2nd  Edit. 
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oldeft  fuperftitions  I  know,  and  I  quite  recoi- 
led advertifements  to  have  been  inferted  in 
the  Times  for  them,  and  to  have  read  of 
c  Cauls  for  fale '  pofted  up  at  the  Exchange, 
— the  beft  illuftration  of  what  Face  fays  to 
Dapper  in  Ben  Jonfon's  Alchemift,— one  of 
my  favourite  plays, — 

*  You  was  born  with  a  Caul  upon  your  head/ 

Such  people  need  not  fear  drowning.  In 
Scotland  too^  when  I  was  in  Perthshire,  I  ufed 
to  hear  of  the  c  Howdy-wifey*  or  as  we  fpeak, 
the  Midwife,  as  well  as  of  the  c  holy  and  fely 
How/  which  means  a  holy  or  fortunate  cap, 
and  I  am  by  no  means  fure  that  the  Tarn- 
kappe  in  the  Nibelungen  Lied,  as  well  as 
Fortunatus'  cap,  don't  look  the  fame  way." 

"The  French,"  replied  my  old  Friend, 
€i  have  the  fame  notion  under  the  proverb  fore 
tiie  coiffeey  and  I  have  often  thought  of  look- 
ing to  the  feveral  paflages  in  iElius  Lampri- 
dius,  and  St.  Chryfoftom,  and  Balfamon's 
notes  on  the  Canons,  where  the  fuperftitions 
of  the  'Caul'  are  cenfured, — but  the  time 
failed  me,  and  I  have  never  yet  made  good 
my  references,  contenting  myfelf  with  the 
obfervation  of  Sir  T.  Browne  in  his  Vulgar 
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Errors,  c  Great  conceits  are  raifed  of  the 
involution  or  membranous  CQvering  commonly 
called  the  filly-head,  that  fometimes  is  found 
upon  the  heads  of  children  upon  their  birth, 
and  is  therefore  preferved  with  great  care,  not 
only  as  medical  in  difeafes,  but  effectual  in 
fuccefs,  concerning  the  infant  and  others, 
which  is  furely  no  more  than  a  continued 
fuperftition  V  So  much  for  the  c  Caul,'  and 
perhaps  for  the  c  Coif  alfo,  which  is  thought 
to  derive  its  name  and  fhape  from  the  fame 
lucky  membrane !" 

This  matter  of  the  child's  Caul  led  on  my 
old  friend,  as  I  hinted,  to  fpeak  more  generally 
of  the  Superftitions  of  the  People  by  the 
Sea-board  and  the  Down,  and  I  was 
furprifed  to  find  to  what  an  extent  they  were 
carried,  though  not  outwardly  admitted.  Old 
Mr.  Pope,  for  example,  was  by  no  means  an 
uneducated,  and  far  from  being  an  ignorant 
man,  and  held  a  certain  pofition  in  life, — and 
yet  he  was  always  expedting  his  wife  would 


1  See  Book  V.  c.  xxiii.  The  reader  will  find  much  in  Sir  T.  Ellis's 
Notes  to  Brand's  Popular  Antiquitie  ,  under  the  head  of  "  Child's 
Caul."     The  following  is  from  Jhre's  Lexicon  Suiogothicum : 

"  Segerhufway  membran'ula  ilia,  qu«  caput  foetus  aliquando  tegit. 
Anrl.  SHlyhoWy  quod  a  Sefig,fiell9  beatus  ortum  rede  judicat  Johnson. 
Scilicet  credebat  fimplex  antiquitas  aliquod  oppido  faufti  ominis  inefle 
hifce  membranulis,  et  in  proeliis  illis  vicloriam  imprimis  portendi." 
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return  from  the  Red  Sea,  where  fhe  had  been 
laid  with  all  due  form.  Antony  Fairfoot 
again,  never  much  liked  to  pafs,  after  mid- 
night, the  crofs-road  where  Moll  Soles  the 
filicide  lay  buried;  and  Steer's  Bank,  where 
another  unfortunate  was  interred  before  the 
memory  of  any  man  now  living,  was  avoided 
with  equal  care  by  Caleb  Sooter,  within  thefe 
thirty  years.  He  was  neither  uninformed  nor 
a  coward,  but  he  never  returned  that  way  by 
night.  With  many,  as  Latorch  fpeaks  in  the 
Bloody  Brother, 

t€  Three  fevens,  the  powerful  and  perfect  numbers," 

have  their  full  influence  ftill,  and  to  have  been 
born  in  the  three  fevens, — '777,  was,  amongft 
our  old  people,  no  fmall  matter.  The  poor 
old  Widow  Hale,  to  the  laft,  confidered  it  a 
heavy  fin  on  her  confcience  that  ftie  had,  in 
the  words  of  Hudibras,  frightened  her  ague 
into  a  dog.  "  Lor',  how  the  poor  crittur  did 
fhake, — it  went  to  my  heart  to  fee  'un :  but  I 
never  had  the  fits !  fo  ftrong  after,  and  at  laft 

1  "  The  raw  bacon  which  clumiy  Molly  fpares  from  her  own  (canty 
ftore,  that  (he  may  carry  it  to  her  neighbour's  child,  to  '  ftop  the  fits,1 
may  be  a  piteoufly  inefficacious  remedy ;  but  the  generous  ftirring  of 
neighbourly  kindnefs  that  prompted  the  deed,  has  a  beneficent  radiation 
that  is  not  loft."     Adam  Bcde,  i.  p.  64. 

The  good  old  fervant  of  our  houie, — of  fixty  years1  ftanding  at  leaft, 
— Molly  Clayton, — has  her  Supcrftitions,  and  fhe  will  hold  them  to 
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they  went  >  altogether,  but  the  poor  heathen, 
(i.  e.  the  dog,)  wafted  and  pined,  and  died. 
There  it  was,  juft  by  that  door !"  That  old 
lady  had  as  many  <c  modern  relations  "  on  fuch 
(ubjefts,  and  on  others  too,  as  are  contained 
in  the  Sadducifmus  TriumpbatuSy — better  known 
as  Glanvil's  Hiftory  of  Witches.  She  could 
beat  out  of  the  field  at  once  "  The  compleat 
Narrative  of  the  Daemon  of  Tedworth,  being 
the  difturbances  at  Mr.  Mompeflbn's  houfe, 
caufed  by  Witchcraft  and  the  Villany  of  the 
Drummer." 

"Situated  as  I  am,"  the  Old  Vicar  con- 
tinued, cc  I  am  led,  of  courfe,  to  fpeak  of  the 
fuperftitions  of  the  ignorant,  and  the  more  or 
lefs  untaught,  but  you  will  find  the  fame 
thing  true  at  what  Dean  Trench  calls  'the 
two  poles  of  favage  and  falfely  cultivated  life.' 
Look  to  the  inner  hiftory  of  the  firft  families 
of  the  land,  and  at  the  height  of  the  feafon  in 
London,  and  you  will  find  that  this,  that,  and 
the  other  family  have  fome  time-honoured 
fuperftitions  at  which  they  laugh,  but  not 
altogether  increduloufly.  One  has  a  warning 
voice,  another  fome  veiled  appearance,  which 

the  laft.  I  dare  fay,  when  (he  annually  fends  me  a  flitch  of  Bacon,  fhe 
thinks  it  an  admirable  remedy  for  Maister  John's  repeated  Influenza ! 
Maifter  John,  though  now  54,  is  {till  the  fame  in  her  eyes  ! 
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they  flop  at  calling  a  Ghoft.  The  Luck  of 
Eden  Hall,  and  the  old  Hirlas-horns,  a  fort 
of  divining  cup,  are  but  fpecimens  of  a  large 
aflbrtment  in  another  way.  They  tell  the 
bias  of  men's  minds.     As  Aurora  Leigh  fays, 

'  Here's  the  world  half  blind 
With  intelle&ual  light,  half  brutalized 
With  civilization,' 

and  yet  fuch  things  are  rife  and  common,  as 
the  cockle,  and  the  darnel, — the  hemlock,  the 
burrs,  the  thiftles  and  the  nettles  in  the  furrows 
of  the  field!  Within  my  own  recolleftion 
here,  old  Dame  Tibbert  went  to  Henfield  to 
confult  the  wife  woman,  who  fhowed  her 
her  enemy  in  a  cryftal,  and  flie  returned 
perfectly  fatiffied.  c  She  knew  him  now/  fhe 
laid,  '  and  could  fence  againft  his  machinations 
and  devices/  What  Mr.  Nicholls  fays  in  his 
Foreft  of  Dean  is  quite  true  here.  '  Many 
fuperftitions  ftill  linger  amongft  them,  fuch  as 
the  ufe  of  charms  and  incantations,  a  belief  in 
witchcraft  and  an  evil  eye,  a  refort  to  "  wife 
men,"  and  even  to  the  minifter  of  the  Parifti 
as  being  a  "  Matter  of  Arts,"  or  for  fome  of 
the  offertory  money,  out  of  which  to  have  a 
charm-ring  made.  They  are  likewife  inclined 
to  give  credence  to  tales  of  apparitions,  and 


269 


Gen.  xliv.  2.  5. 
See  Dr.  Hooker's 
Himalayan 
Journals  for  the 
Lepcha's  drink- 
ing-cup,  i.  123. 


Bookii. 


See  p.  1 50. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


270 


The  Sea-board 


to  regard  ficknefs  and  accident  as  fated  and 
inevitable.' " 

I  here  interrupted  my  old  Friend,  and  faid, 
"  What  was  it  you  told  me  the  laft  time  I  was 
here,  about  the  Wife- Woman,  as  we  were 
pafling  that  outlying  cottage?  I  recoiled 
being  ftruck  with  it,  as  it  fhowed  the  advifer 
and  the  advifed  to  be  pretty  nearly  in  the 
fame  ftate  of  ignorance."  He  replied  at  once, 
"  I  know  what  you  mean ;  it  was  what  old 
Dame  Hopkins  told  us.  Some  one  had  been 
to  her  cottage  and  had  taken  half  a  fovereign 
out  of  her  broken  tea-pot,  and  which  fhe  had 
kept  hoarded  in  a  bit  of  old  rag  to  buy  her 
old  man  fome  fhirting  with.  She  had  her 
fufpicions,  ihe  faid, — and  that  very  day,  fhe 
added,  Mafter,  as  he  was  riding  by,  called 
in  and  c  advifed  her  to  confult  the  Wife- 
Woman  at  Shipley,  but  firft  to  fend  her  a 
(hilling,  that  fhe  might  be  prepared.'  c  Stuff 
and  nonfenfe,'  was  my  hafty  reply,  cyour 
mafter  could  have  faid  no  fuch  thing.'  ( By 
my  troth  but  he  did,'  was  her  quick  reply, 
c  and  I  didn't  bead  him,  as  he  is  fhort-tem- 
pered, — but  I  faid,  you  didn't  hold  by  fuch 
things.'  On  fuch  an  occafion  one  naturally 
called  to  mind  the  lines  of  Hudibras. 
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'  He  that  with  injury  is  grieved, 
And  goeth  here  to  be  relieved, 
Is  fillier  than  a  fottiih  choufe, 
Who  when  a  thief  has  robbed  his  houfe 
Applies  himfelf  to  cunning  men 
To  help  him  to  his  goods  again  5 
When  all  he  can  expect  to  gain 
Is  but  to  Squander  more  in  vain1 !  * " 

"So  there  are  wife  men,  in  this  fenfe,  as 
well  as  wife  women,"  I  replied.  "  Certainly," 
faid  my  old  Friend,  "  I  fuppofe  the  old  term 
Druidh,  i.  e.  Wife-man, 

*  Like  whom,  great  Nature's  depths  no  man  yet  ever  knew,* 

to  ufe  the  words  of  Drayton, — as  well  as  the 
feminine  Wife- Woman,  to  be  literally  in  ex- 
iftence  ftill  here  in  SufTex.  Of  courfe,  our 
peafants  as  a  body  are  not  under  the  influence 
of  the  Wife-man  or  the  Wife-Woman,  as  our 
early  forefathers  were,  —  but  we  have  our 
fuperftitious  influences  thick  and  threefold, 
and  they  who  deny  the  faft,  don't  know  the 
country  or  the  people  as  I  do.  In  this  fenfe 
I  may  apply  Virgil's  lines, 

* Slmfquefuos patimur  Manes* 


1  See  III.  Xii.  530.  I  may  add  in  a  note  that  her  old  man  did  go  to 
Shipley,  and  consulted  the  Wife- Woman,  but  ineffectually.  I  alio 
recoiled  two  young  men  running  away  to  Tea,  becauie,  as  they  were 
thrafhing  in  the  Barn,  they  heard  their  mafter  was  that  day  gone  to 
confult  the  Wife- Woman  at  Barcombe.  They  had  robbed  him,  and 
their  confeiences  fmote  them. 


Polyolbion, 
Song  the  Sixth. 


JEn,  vi.  743. 
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Thofe  who   are   acquainted    with    Icelandic, 
Danifh,   and   Swedifh    Literature,    know   all 
about  the  Kloge-Mennejke  in  every  fenfe  of  the 
words, — but  the  generality  of  our  countrymen 
know  nothing  of  the  Wife-women  (call  them 
Weird-fifters   if  you   like)  but   their    name. 
For  example,  I  dare  fay  you,   an  educated 
man,  and  full  of  information  on  all  points, 
don't  fee  the  full  meaning  of  that  heading  in 
the  Leflbns    (not  to  the  Colleft)  for  Holy 
Days,  c  The  Annunciation  of  our   Lady.'     I 
dare  fay  when  we  fpeak  of  the  Lady-bird  which 
fo  often  crofles  the  Southern  Coaft  in  clouds, 
you   have    no    definite   apprehenfion   of   its 
meaning.     Sweet  pretty  infeft!  you  conned 
it,   moft   likely,  with  fome   lady's  bower, — 
without  looking  upon  it  prayerfully,  as  the  ; 
Romanift  does,  whilft  he  crofles  himfelf,  and  j 
fays,  Beata  Maria  !     In  fad  you  think  the  j 
lady-bird  quite  a   modern   phrafe.     But  our ! 
South  Saxon  of  old  time  had  no  fuch  thoughts, ! 
—his  Lady  which  gave  name  to  the  pretty 
infeft  was  no  common   perfon, — but  a  wife 
one,  —  Frigga,  Odin's  wife,   or,    Friya,   the  j 
goddefs  of  love  and  plenty, — 'fome  Norn,  or 
Fate,   at   leaft,'   (to   ufe   the  words   of  Mr. 
Dafent's     illuftration,)     c  who     (wayed    the 
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minds  of  men,  or  fpun  their  deftinies  at 
Mimer's  well  of  knowledge1 ! '  The  Worfhip 
of  the  Virgin  was  much  too  modern  an  in- 
vention for  a  good  South  Saxon,  who  if  he 
couldn't  bend  a  fyllogifm  into  every  mode  and 
form,  knew  very  well  how  to  bend  his  bow, 
and  to  hit  right  to  the  mark.  Of  the  Latiners 
he  {aid,  with  fome  contempt,  no  doubt, 

'  Solvunt  Rgantque  quafiionum  *nnculay 
Per  JyUogismos  fUcfliles  ;* 

but  he  looked  to  his  Wise-woman  for  help, 
and  had  no  knowledge  of  the  Origin  at  all. 
From  which  you  will  now  infer  that  the 
c  Annunciation  of  our  Lady '  is  quite  a  dif- 
ferent thing." 

c<  I  never  looked  upon  the  change  of  names 

|  in   this  light  before,  but  I  dare  fay  you  are 

right,  and  perhaps  even  Maid  Marian  dates 

1  See  Introduction  to  Popular  Tales,  xc.  Note.  The  curious  Reader 
would  inveftigate  the  words,  Friggiar-rockr, — Friqerock,— Maria-/™*, 
— together  with  Karld~vorn  or,  Charles'  Wain,  1.  e.  the  car  of  men 
or  heroes.  The  extract  which  follows  is  a  fort  of  parallel  corruption. 
"  In  very  early  Saxon  times  there  was  a  curious  tranfler  of  the  name 
of  JVatling-Strut  to  the  Milky  Way.  As  this  great  highway  of 
England  led  right  acrofs  the  country  from  Dover  to  Cardigan,  fo  the 
Milky  Way  leads  right  acrofs  the  heavens.  Chaucer,  (Houfe  of  Fame, 
ii.  437,)  makes  mention  of  the  name: 

*  So  then,  quod  he,  caft  up  thine  eye, 

See  yonder,  lo,  the  galaxie, 

The  which  men  clepe  the  Milky  Way, 

For  it  is  white,  and  fome  parfay, 

Ycallin  it  have  WatRnge-Strete:  " 

Edinburgh  Review,  April,  i860,  p.  367. 
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back  farther  than  Robin  Hood's  days.  At 
all  events,  I  am  quite  aware  that  the  land  was 
full  of  Superftition,  and  from  what  you  have 
told  me  at  different  times  there's  no  lack  of 
it  ftill,  though  in  a  more  innocent  fhape. 
Happily,  all  cruel  rites  are  paft  and  gone, 
and  the  Ignorance  of  Superftition  is  not  what  it 
was.  The  heavieft  boor  picked  up  out  of 
the  thickeft  /haw  in  the  Weald  would  fmile  at 
Ford's  lines  in  Peter  Warbeck,  and  acquiefce 
in  the  concluding  truth,  though  he  held  all 
the  while  to  his  ingle-corner,  and  little  private 
views. 

« Thus  witches 
Poflefled,  even  to  their  death  deluded,  fay 
They  have  been  wolves  and  dogs,  and  failed  in  egg-fhells 
Over  the  Tea,  and  rid  on  fiery  dragons, 
PalTed  in  the  air  more  than  a  thouiand  miles 
All  in  a  night : — the  enemy  of  mankind 
Is  powerful,  but  falfe,— and  falfehood's  confident.*'* 

Our  converfation  was  here  fuddenly  cut 
ftiort  by  the  arrival  of  a  meflenger  from  a 
diftant  part  of  the  Parifh,  and  as  the  day  was 
fine  I  propofed  to  accompany  the  Old  Vicar 
on  his  rounds.  "With  all  my  heart,"  faid 
he,  "  but  you  muft  be  more  patient  than  my 
good  brother  Ned,  (never  was  and  never  will 
be  fuch  an  Uncle,  fay  his  nephews  and  his 
nieces!)  who  declared  the  laft   time   he  was 
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in  SufTex  he  never  would  go  round  the  Parifh 
with  me  again.  I  had  fo  much  to  fay  to 
every  body,  and  every  body  had  fo  much  to  fay 
to  me."  And  he  added,  "  I  can  point  out 
one  or  two  things  bearing  upon  the  fubjedt 
on  our  way.  Indeed,  from  long  refidence, 
there  is  not  a  field  or  a  houfe  which  has  not 
fome  .ftory  or  reminifcence  attached  to  it,  and 
being  fond  of  natural  hiftory  in  every  fhape,  I 
never  took  nfolitary  walk  in  my  life.  All 
nature  talks  to  me,  and  I  look  up  to  the  God 
of  Nature,  through  his  wonderful  works,  and 
worftiip  as  I  go,  thus  mufing, 

'  If  I  one  foul  improve,  I  have  not  lived  in  vain/  " 

And  he  added,  "  Let  me  thank  you,  now  I 
think  of  it,  for  the  copy  you  fent  me  of  Mifs 
Pro&or's  Legends  and  Lyrics.  What  fhe 
fays  will  quite  exprefs  my  fentiments  on  this 
head. 

'  Liften  and  I  will  tell  thee 
The  fong  Creation  lings, 
From  the  hamming  of  bees  in  the  heather 
To  the  flutter  of  Angels1  wings. 

'  An  echo  rings  for  ever, 

The  found  can  never  ceafe ; 
It  fpealcs  to  God  of  glory, 
It  fpeaks  to  earth  of  peace.1 " 

And  fo  we  ftarted.     And  in  crofling  the 
big  field  near  the  Church,  the  old  Vicar  faid, 
T  2 
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There  a  a  drain 
wm  o  the 
1  Liwjted  barnf— 
it  ran  freely  in 
February,  i860. 


Ode  on  Popular 
Superstitions. 
He  had  Milton 
in  view,  of 
courfe,  Paradife 
Loft,  \x.  634. 


Hiawatha  and 
the  Pearl 
Feather. 


"  In  my  early  days  there  was  a  portion  of  this  I 
magnificent  field  on  which,  in  the  weftern  hoi-  ! 
lows,  the  Autumn  and  Winters  rains  would  lie  | 
for  fome  time.     I  almoft  forget,  but  I  think  it 
was  in  the  winter  of  1837,  that  two  pale  balls 
of  fire  kept  playing  over  the  low  part  of  it 
for  two  or  three  months.      All  the  people 
!  ufed  to  go  out  to  fee  them,  and  although  they 
'  admired  their  merry   fitful   dance,   they  all  1 
'  agreed  with  Googy  Rentfail  that  they  were 
ominous.   Of  courfe  I  thought  of  Collins's  lines, 
himfelf  a  Suflex  man. 

J  '  Ah,  homely  fwains !  your  homeward  fteps  ne'er  lofe  ; 

Let  not  dank  WW  midead  you  to  the  heath ; 
Dancing  in  murky  night,  o'er  fen  and  lake, 

He  glows,  to  draw  yon  downward  to  your  death 
In  hii  bewitched,  low,  marihy,  willow  brake  ! ' 

It  would  feem,   indeed,   as  if  in  all  lands, 
ignes  fatuij  Will  o'  the  Wifps,  Jack  o'  Lan-  , 
terns,  Fire-drakes, — to  be  coupled  with  which  I 
are  the  Feux  (THtlhne,  St.  Elmo,  Corpufanfe  (a  \ 
corruption  of  the  Spanifh  %Cuerpo  Santo,  called  j 
by  Englifh  failors  comazants  and  complaifances), 
— led  to  fuperftitious  notions  in  one  way  or 
another.     Even  the  Red  Man  fuppofed  them 
to  be 

'Fires  by  Ghofts  of  dead  men  kindled » 
In  their  weary  night  encampments.* " 
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At  this  moment  an  old  woman  of  great 
ftature  bore  down  upon  us  like  a  feventy-four 
gun  fhip,  and,  in  pafling,  gave  and  received  a 
very  hearty  greeting.  "  Mark  that  old  lady," 
laid  the  Vicar, — <c  a  thoroughly  good  old  body, 
and  by  no  means  an  ignorant  one  for  her 
fituation  in  life.  Some  ten  years  ago  my 
faithful  old  Schoolmafter  died  at  her  houfe, 
where  he  had  always  lodged.  On  her  reporting 
to  me  his  demife  fhe  faid,  c  I  hope  I  didn't  do 
wrong,  but  I  did  not  forget  to  wake  thebees. 
A  few  hours  only  before  fhe  departed,  mother 
told  me  to  be  fure  and  do  fo  left  they  fliould  die; 
and  if  it  was  proper  (?)  at  one  death,'  fhe 
added,  €  I  fuppofe'  (which  in  SufTex  implies  a 
dead  certainty)  cit  is  proper  at  another.' 
She  knew  well  enough  that  it  was  as  much  a 
Superftition,  as  the  nailing  up  of  a  horfe-fhoe 
over  the  door,  but  it  was  as  well  not  to  leave 
it  undone '.  Juft  this  fort  of  propitiation  was 
it  that  gave  name  to  the  Eumenides,  Robin- 
£00</fellow,    the    G«d?-folk,   and   the   Daoine 


1  "  It  is  a  thing  very  common  to  nail  horfe-fhoes  on  the  threfholds 
of  doors,  which  is  to  hinder  the  power  of  witches  which  enter  into  the 
houfe."  Aubrey's  Mifcellanies.  I  found  fome  people  in  Heene,  in 
1834,  nailing  up  the  horfe-fhoe  they  had  found,  (quite  correct !)— but 
they  were  nailing  it  up  wrong.  I  told  them  "  if  it  was  worth  doing  at 
all,  it  was  worth  doing  right,"—  and  we  had  our  laugh !  //  is  there 
however  fiUll 
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Schie"  Well  faid  quaint  old  Quarks  in  his 
Enchiridion,  "  Let  not  the  falling  of  fait,  or 
the  crofling  of  a  hare,  or  the  crying  of  a  cricket, 
trouble  thee.  They  portend  no  evil,  but  what 
thou  feareft :  he  is  ill  acquainted  with  himfelf 
that  knows  not  his  own  fortunes  more  than 
they.  If  evil  follow  it,  it  is  the  punifhment 
of  thy  fuperftition ;  not  the  fulfilling  of  their 
portent.  All  things  are  lucky  to  thee  if  thou 
wilt,  nothing  but  is  ominous  to  the  fuper- 
ftitious."  Mofollam's  reply  to  the  foothfayer 
was  the  right  one  when  he  (hot  the  bird  with 
his  arrow,  "  How  could  that  poor  wretched 
bird  forefhow  us  our  fortune,  which  knew 
nothing  of  its  own  ?  " 

We  returned  over  the  Down,  through 
Salvington,  and  by  the  gate  which  leads' into 
the  grounds  at  Offington.  Amongft  a  fcore 
of  thin  ftunted  trees  my  old  Friend  called  my 
attention  to  one  which  feemed  neither  dead  nor 
alive.  It  was  an  afh,  and  apparently  had  been 
fplit,  and  bound  up.  He  then  faid,  "Here's 
another  Popular  Superftition.  Through  that 
tree  a  child  has  been  pafled  who  was  afflided 
with  a  rupture.  There  was  no  flopping  the 
parties.  As  is  often  the  cafe,  I  was  confulted, 
— and  told  them  it  was  all  ftuff  and  nonfenfe. 
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As  ufual,  they  went  their  own  way,  concluding 
that  if  it  would  do  no  good,  it  would  do  no 
harm.  Their  idea,  of  courfe,  is,  that  as  the 
tree  heals  and  grows  together  the  child  acquires 
ftrength.  If  you  will  aflc  me,  when  we  get 
home,  I  will  fhow  you  the  note  I  made  of  it 
at  the  time.  The  fame  fuperftitious  notion 
attaches  to  creeping  through  the  Tolmen  in 
Cornwall,  in  Ireland,  and,.  I  believe,  in  the 
Eaft.  In  our  own  country  it  is  a  relic  of 
Druidifm  *."  On  our  arrival  at  home  my  old 
Friend  read  me  the  following  extraft  from  his 
note-book,— as  queer  a  mixture  or  otta-podrida 
as  ever  was  put  together. 

Charm  against  Rupture. 

"  Split  a  fapling  afh-tree,  mountain  or  com- 
mon,— draw  the  infant  nine  times  through 
the  fplit  on  the  20th  of  March  before  fun- 
rife,  and  againft  the  fun, — paffing  the  child 
round  the  tree,  each  time  it  is  pafled  through 
it ; — then,  tie  the  fapling  up  with  ftrong  broad 
tape,  and  tar  it  over :  and  be  fure  that  no 
money  is  taken,  or  the  charm  is  broke.  As 
the  tree  grows  and  ftrengthens,  fo  will   the 

1  See  Mrs.  Bray's  Tavy  and  Tamar,  i.  242.  "  The  word  is  com- 
pounded of  To//,  a  hole,  and  Men,  a  rock,  in  the  Corniih  language/* 
See  alio  Vernon  Harcourt's  Dodrine  of  the  Deluge,  ii.  474. 
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child: — if  it  dwindles  away,  fo  will  the 
child." 

"  The  charm,"  faid  old  William  Bufhby, 
carpenter,  "  was  left  me  by  my  father,  and  it 
is  not  every  one  that  can  work  it ! "  The 
child  above  alluded  to  was  pafled  through 
the  afh  on  the  morning  of  the  20th  of  March, 
1 840, — the  laft  inftance  I  know  of  the  Super- 
ftition.  On  turning  to  Grove's  Popular 
Superftitions  you  will  find  that  he  mentions 
this  one, — but  he  has  none  of  the  particulars 
which  my  old  Parifhioner  infifted  on.  I  may 
add  that  the  afh  has  at  all  times  been  the 
Tree  of  Superftition.  Who  knows  not  of  the 
Shrewd-ajhj  and  of  the  Rowan  ?  What  reader 
of  Northern  Mythology  is  unacquainted  with 
Tggdraftir? 

In  fpeaking  of  common  cures  for  difeafes, 
my  old  Friend  aflured  me  that  although  the 
Do&dr  was  fent  for  and  partially  obeyed,  nine- 
tenths  of  the  people  always  tried  their  own 
noftrumSy  and  that  not  a  few  of  them  fhowed 
their  fuperftitious  origin.  Warts,  of  courfe,  are 
always  charmed  away,  and  galvanic  have  only 

1  The  curious  Reader  will  find  every  thing  on  this  head  in  the 
Lexicon  Mythologicum  attached  to  the  Edda,  Vol.  iii.  160,  &c. 
YggdraJM.  The  fuperftition  here  alluded  to  is  hinted  at  in  a  note, 
prS6o. 
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fucceeded  the  old  Coffin  Rings,  many  of  which 
are  fuppofed  to  be  ftill  in  exiftence.  Agues, 
again,  very  generally  yield  to  charms,  though 
no  written  ones,  like  Abracadabra,  remain 
amongft  us.  Pills  made  of  the  fpider's  web 
do  not  come  under  this  head.  In  this  cafe  one 
poifon  deftroys  another, — it  is  ALtter-cop  (the 
latter  portion  of  the  word  is  ftill  retained  in 
cob-web,  the  former  in  CEdder  or  Adder) 
verfus  Ague.  Neither  again  is  there  any 
fuperftition  in  fqueezing  a  whitlow  (where,  by 
the  way,  we  have  the  word  "  low "  for  fire, 
as  in  "  lowbtM")  between  the  jambs  of  a  door7 
— as  it  will  fometimes  difperfe  the  inflammation, 
or,  as  Dame  Chipper  faid,  "  take  the  fire  out 
of  it."  As  for  midwives,  they  ftill  retain  fo 
many  noftrums  in  out-of-the-way  places,  that 
they  are  general  purveyors  to  the  craft,  which 
is  neverthelefs  faft  dying  out.  I  doubt  if  the 
Ceinture  is  quite  out  of  ufe  yet,  and  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  the  word  "  Circles  "  in 
the  Articles  of  Elizabeth,  Anno  1559,  referred 
rather  to  the  Ceinture  for  eafy  parturition,  than 
to  Magical  Circles  in  general.  Certainly  one 
would  be  aftonifhed  to  be  afked  now  at  a 
Vifitation,  even  at  Chichefter,  "  Whether  you 
do  know  any  that  do  ufe  charms,  forceries, 
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enchantments,  invocations,  circles,  witchcrafts, 
foothfaying,  or  any  like  crafts  or  imaginations 
invented  by  the  Devil,  and  especially  in  the  time 
of  women's  travail?"  In  alluding  to  fuch  things 
as  thefe,  it  is  enough  to  remark  that  Chriften- 
ings,  Marriages,  and  Funerals,  {till  retain  in  all 
countries  many  rites  which  are  known  to  be 
fuperftitious,  but  are  related  half  with  a  fmile, 
and  half  in  earneft.  What  Goflip  would  give 
up  the  Groaning-cake,  and  the  Groaning- 
cheefe,  and  the  Caudle-cup  ? — Better  give  up 
altogether ! 

Then  again,  without  the  village  goffips, 
who  now  would  be  able  to  tell  of  the  horns 
that  grew  out  of  people's  heads  after  the 
introduction  of  Vaccination  ?  "  If  people  would 
deal  with  the  matter  out  of  cows,"  faid  old 
Dame  Hilditch,  "they  muft  expedfc  either  horns 
or  wens !  "  Thus  was  the  merciful  difcovery 
retarded,  and  Jenner  put  down  for  a  wizard 
or  a  conjuror. 

"  Do  you  recoiled  any  thing  of  this  fort?" 
faid  I  to  old  George  this  morning,  as  he  wast 
at  work  in  the  garden.  "  To  be  fure  I  do," 
was  his  reply.  "  My  two  brothers  were  the 
laft  who  were  inoculated  for  the  fmall-pox  in 
this  parifh ;  then  the  cow-pox  came  in,  and  I 
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was  amongft  the  firft  that  was  Waccinated. 
They  faid  we  fliould  all  of  us  have  horns  ! " 
Long  after  this  was  written,  I  read  in  that 
very  clever — more  than  clever,  becaufe  ufeful, 
—book  §elf-Help—  "Two  ladies  of  title- 
Lady  Ducie  and  the  Countefs  of  Berkeley — to 
their  honour  be  it  remembered — had  the 
courage  to  vaccinate  their  own  children ;  and 
the  prejudices  of  the  day  were  at  once  broken 
through." 

It  was  a  lovely  May  morning,  the  13  th,  or 
Old  May  Day.  I  knew  it  to  be  the  Village 
Club-day,  and  looking  out  at  my  window  I 
faw  a  great  Flag  hanging  out  from  the  fhingled 
fpire  '.  On  meeting  the  Old  Vicar  on  his  early 
rounds  in  the  well-trimmed  garden,  where  he 
had  been  killing  the  worm  in  the  rofe-bud,  I 
afked,  "  How  do  they  get  that  Flag  there  ?  " 
"  Don't  you  know?"  he  replied,  "  they  hang 


1  To  the  greit  praife  and  credit  of  all  our  people  we  have  reftored 
this  noble  church  at  the  coft  of  fomething  like  2800/.  To  complete 
the  wotlc  the  fpire,  ladders,  Sec.  &c,  frill  require  an  expenditure  of 
about  100/., — to  be  raiftd  in  a  tueeJk, — if  I  thought  it  proper  to  (land 
upon  my  head,— whirl  round  like  a  fpinning  Derviih, — or  be  exalting. 
All  comes  right  in  time  without  the  idolatry  of  a  Thibetan  Praying 
Machine,— for  which  the  reader  may  fee  Dr.  Hookxr's  Himalayan 
Journals,  Vol.  i.  126.  161.  195.  207.  296,  Sec.  Sec.  What  a  pride 
of  heart  is  it  to  ignore  the  "  Common  Prayer,"  as  though  the  united 
voice  of  the  whole  congregation  of  the  Lord  were  not  lifted  up  for  all 
thofe  who  are  "  any  ways  afflicted  or  difrrefled  in  mind,  body,  or 
eftate !"     The  fpiritual  pride  of  fome  Prayer  Meetings  is  furpaffing. 
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V Allegro,  v. 
105,  Sec. 


Spelt  both  ways. 
It  is  Lob's  or 
Lub"i  Pound, — 
which  children, 
when  I  was  a 
child,  were 
threatened  with. 


it  out  from  the  lubber-hole"     "And  what,  I 
wonder,  is  that  ?     Milton,  I  know, 

'  Tells  how  the  drudging  goblin  fweat 
To  earn  his  cream-bowl  duly  fet, 
When  in  one  night,  ere  glimpfe  of  morn, 
His  Jhadowy  flail  hath  thra/hed  the  corn, 
That  ten  day-lab*rers  could  not  end  j 
Then  lies  him  down  the  lubbar-fiernL, 
And  ftretched  out  all  the  chimney's  length 
Baflcs  at  the  fire  his  hairy  ftrength, 
And  crop-full  out  of  doors  he  flings 
Ere  the  firft  cock  his  matin  tings.'  ** 

"  Very  likely  Milton  knew  the  connexion 
between  lubber  and  fiend,"  was  the  Old 
Vicar's  reply ;  "  but,  whether  or  not,  it  is  here 
ufed  for  the  mifchievous  evil  fpirits  who  not 
only  feared  the  religious  at  home,  but  at 
Church  alfo.  In  the  latter,  the  prayers  of  the 
faithful  drove  them  at  once  from  Chancel, 
Tranfept,  Nave,  or  Aide,-- whereupon  they  took 
refuge  in  the  Tower  and  the  Belfry.  Hence 
too  they  were  driven  by  the  found  of  the  Bells, 
at  which,  from  time  immemorial,  they  have 
always  been  fuppofed  to  be  greatly  afraid. 
The  moment  the  ringers  ftruck  up  a  peal,  up 
ftarted  the  mifchievous  fpirit  into  the  fpire, 
and  this  hole  was  purpofely  left  for  him  to 
take  flight  from.  It  is  a  name  by  no  means 
now  common  in  England  in  this  fenfe — but 
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refts  ftill  upon  idle,  difcontented,  mifchievous 
lour  don  s^ — mere  reftlefs  fpirits  of  evil,  unable 
to  do  good  to  others  or  to  be  profitable  to 
themfelves.  I  do  not  think  the  names  c  Lu- 
bricant or  c  Lubricky  have  any  connexion 
with  our  lubber,  but  we  have  plenty  of  lubberly 
fellows  always  hanging  about  at  'Thieves' 
Corner,'  whom  it  would  be  very  difficult  to 
keep  within  any  magic  circle,  'however  well 
drawn.  Some,  you  know,  have  faid  that  the 
ugly  corbels  outfide  many  of  our  churches 
are  the  evil  fpirits  which  have  been  ejefted, 
and  are  never  allowed  to  enter  again,  even  at 
the  Penitential  door !  One  might  fay  of  the 
Mafon  who  cut  out  many  of  them, 

'  Procruftes  like  he  wracki  humanity !  * 

"Certes,  I  fhall  henceforth  recoiled  the 
Lubber-hole  !  and  your  new  peal  of  bells  will, 
I  hope,  be  kt  without  fuch  fpirits'  help.  It  is 
an  old  Proverb  that,  which  Longfellow  has  ufed 
in  theSpanifh  Curate;— 'The  Devil  climbs  into 
the  Belfry  by  the  Vicar's  fkirts,'  and  it  points 
to  evil  days  in  Spain.  At  all  events  Bells 
will  no  more  be  turned  to  fuperftitious  ufes." 

«  No  ! "  faid  the  Old  Vicar  thoughtfully— 
"  the  Paffing-bell  and  the  Soul's-bell  is  mute 
now,  and  the  thunders  and  the  lightnings  may 
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crafh  and  burn ',  and  the  winds  rock  the  fteeple, , 
— inftead    of  the  Curfew   has  come  up   the ' 
Beer-bell, — the  lubbers  will  only  ring  for 
beer !     I  am  not  fure  that  a  little  harmlefs 
fuperftition  was   not    better,  after   all,   than 
guzzling  and  profanenefs.     But  ringers  and 
fingers  have  always  had  their  way,  and  you  ' 
and  I  fhall  fcarce  be  able  to  turn  them  out  of  j 
it,  I  fear.      Poor  old  John  Beach,  whom  I 
went  to  exorci/e  for  years,  faid,  ( It  always  was 
fo,  and  always  would  be.     Had  the  Bells  not 
been  broken,  and  had  they  been  rung  regu- 
larly, he  fhould  never  have  been  bagged  as  , 
he  was!'"  ' 

"  What  on  earth  can  you  mean,  old  Friend  ? 
you  exorcife  old  John  Beach  ! "  "  Did  fo  for  ! 
years,  as  well  as  his  poor  daughter  Charlotte, 
— and  kept  them  both  quiet,  when,  being 
crazy,  they  might  have  given  myfelf  and  the 
Pariih  infinite  trouble.  The  poor  old  man 
ufed  to  fend  for  me  two  or  three  times  a  week 
c  to  /pake  for  him,  and  to  drive  them  out,' 
meaning  the  evil  fpirits,  and  if  I  did  not  go, 

1  "  At  Paris  when  it  begins  to  thunder  and  lighten,  they  do  prefently 
ring  out  the  great  bell  at  the  Abbey  of  St.  Germain,  which  they  do  ; 
believe  makes  it  ceafc.  The  like  was  wont  to  be  done  heretofore  in 
Wildhire  5  when  it  thundered  and  lightened  they  did  ring  St.  AldhetaTs 
bell  at  Malm  (bury  Abbey.  The  curious  do  fay  that  the  ringing  of  bells 
exceedingly  dimirbs  fpirits."     Aubrey's  Mifcellanies,  p.  198. 
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down  he  came  to  me, — or,  if  at  church, 
followed  me  up  to  the  Chancel  rails.  My 
cuftom  was  to  pray  by  his  fide,  ufing  fome 
five  or  fix  prayers  from  our  beautiful  Liturgy, 
— after  which  he  became  compofed  and  re- 
freihed,  like  Saul,  when  David's  harp  had 
lulled  his  reftleflheis.  One  day,  I  found 
poor  Charlotte  his  daughter  in  a  very  wild 
ftate.  When  I  came  to  the  door, — there  (he 
was  with  a  great  broom  in  her  hand,  and  I 
heard  words  like  thefe — €  Out  wi*  ye,  ye  hags, 
—Jam  and  darn  ye, — away,  away — to  the  evil 
fiend  w?  ye ! '  But  I  foon  ftilled  the  poor 
body, — and  after  this,  before  the  attack  came 
on,  I  ufed  to  give  her  fome  medicine,  and  put 
a  poor  man's  plaifter  on  the  nape  of  her  neck, 
and  fometimes  over  her  fhoulders.  A  blifter 
would  have  been  too  much.  Such  was  my 
way  of  exorcifing,  and  it  anfwered  entirely.  I 
fufpedfc  the  excellent  Dr.  Townfon  muft  have 
met  with  fome  fuch  a  cafe  when  he  compofed 
and  ufed  the  following  prayer  by  the  defire  of 
the  fufferer, — but  I  never  went  further  than 
the  Prayer  Book. 

" €  O  Almighty  and  everlafting  God,  whofe 
blefled  Son  Jefus  Chrift  did  give  to  His 
Apoftles   and   other  minifters  of  His  word 
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power  over  unclean  fpirits,  Grant,  O  Lord, 
that  if  any  evil  fpirits  have  affli&ed  this  Thy 
fervant,  they  may  be  driven  away  from  him, 
and  be  fufFered  no  more  to  hurt  or  come  near 
him.  Hear,  O  Lord,  our  humble  Amplica- 
tion, in  the  name  and  through  the  mediation 
of  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord.     Amen.' " 

"  I  have  long  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  conftant  fupervifion  of  a  Clergyman,  who 
will  enter  into  the  wants  of  the  people  and 
adminifter  to  their  cares,"  was  my  reply,  "will 
do  much  towards  fupprefling  thofe  popular 
Superftitions  which  reft  only  on  ignorance, — 
but  there  will  be  a  remnant  always,  a  part 
poflibly  of  the  original  blot  which  attaches  to 
us  all.  As  Tennyfon  fays  in  the  Miller's 
Daughter, 

'  There's  fomcthing  in  this  world  amifs, 
Shall  be  unriddled  by  and  by.*  " 

"  We  have  outlived,"  was  my  old  Friend's 
reply,  "  the  cuftom  of  fin-eaters  at  Funerals, 
the  Funeral  Bifcuit  is  all  that  remains  of  it ; 
— 'Do  take  one>  they  are  Funeral  Bi/cuits,' 
faid  an  old  lady  in  her  Simplicity, — and  if 
the  horrible  cuftom  of  the  Spanifh  Def- 
penadora, — meaning  a  woman  whofe  bufinefe 
it  was  to  put  dying  perfons  out  of  pain, — ever 
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did  exift  in  this  country,  it  exifts  no  more. 
Perhaps  too  I  have  known  one  of  the  laft 
cafes  of  the  hufband's  being  confined  after  the 
accouchement  of  the  wife — the  traditional  joke 
Blanco  White  called  it  of  the  Afturians  againft 
the  Gallegos — but,  you  are  right  as  to  more 
general,  and  if  I  might  fo  call  them,  innocent 
fuperftitions,  they  are  fure  to  remain,  and 
outlying  diftrifts,  fuch  as  the  Weald  of  Suflex, 
— mountainous  diftrifts,  fuch  as  Wales,  Scot- 
land, Weftmoreland  and  Cumberland, — thefe 
will  have  the  moft  of  them." 

He  mufed  with  himfelf  for  a  minute,  and 
then  continued. 

"  But  I  confider  it  an  ill  fign  to.  fee  how 
eafily  educated  people  are  led  aftray,  becaufe  it 
is  a  fort  of  encouragement  to  the  uneducated. 
For  example,  what  can  be  more  ridiculous 
than  the  whole  hiftory  of  Spirit-rapping,  which 
any  one  who  knows  how  to  ufe  the  galvanic 
wire  is  matter  of  at  once, — what  more  injurious 
than  appealing  to  the  voices  of  the  dead,  as 
was  done  of  old  time  by  the  Babylonian  figure- 
flinger1,  the  heathens,  and  the  Jew? — I  am 
afraid,  after  all,  and  with  all  our  increafe  of 


1  There  is  rcafon  to  fufpccl  that  the  magic  lantern  was  known  to 
the  Babylonians.    See  Perkins's  Works,  ii.  462,  and  cf.  Ezek.  xxi.  21 . 
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knowledge,  we  are  no  better  than  our  fathers,  | 
and  as  eafily  gulled  as  they.     As  Decker  fays 
in  the  Gull's  Horn  Book,  c  Come,  come ;    it 
would  be  but  a  bald  world,  but  that  it  wears  a  I 
periwig  ! 9  1 

"  And  I  will  inftance  it  in  this  wife.     Some 
few  years  ago  when  Hat  and  Table-turning  I 
(people's    heads    were    turned    before)    was 
in    the    afcendant,    and   that   fort    of    folly  | 
rampant,  I  chanced  to  be  returning  home  one  j 
evening,  when   I  heard  a  fhout  from   fome  ' 
adjoining  houfes  inhabited  by  the  beft  people 
to  do  in  the  neighbourhood.      It  was  a  fum-  , 
mer's  evening,  and  the  fhout  that  rent  the  air  ' 
was,  l  It  turns  !    It  turns  ! '    Thofe  good  1 
people,  many  of  them,  at  leaft,  were  as  much 
deceived  as  my  pooreft   and    moft   ignorant  I 
Parifhioners, — and  it  is  from  people  like  to 
thefe  that  a  clever  Romanift  would  reap  his 
richeft  harveft!     And  after  all,  there  is  no 
novelty  in  Hat  or  Table-turning.      There  is  j 
nothing  new  under  the  fun, — and  it  is  but  a 
well-bound  edition  of  the  old  fieve  and  fhears,  ; 
known  from  Agroo  in  Theocritus l  downwards  [ 

1  The  Hnc  in  Theocritus  here  alluded  to  is,  "  Ebrc  ««2  'Aypot*  , 
r&XaBda,  KOVKirtfiami."     Idyll,  iii.   31.     See   Hudibras,  Part  U.   ; 
Canto  iii.  569,  and  Gray's  notes.     On  naming  the  real  thief,  the  neve 
with  the  (hears  ftuck  in  the  rim,  (uddenly  turned  round. 
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to  every  old  woman  in  the  land, — and  of 
courfe  not  patted  by  in  Hudibras,  who  calls 
it, 

'  The  oracle  of  fieve  and  (hears  % 

That  turns  as  certain  as  the  fpheres.' 

How  the  old  Greeks  would  laugh  at  us  who 
pretend  to  be  fo  wife  in  our  generation  ! 

*  Scilicet  in  vulgus  manant  exempla  regentum, 
Utque  ducum  lituos,  fie  mores,  caftra  fequuntur !  * 

cc  Such  is  a  fample  of  the  Superftitions  con- 
tained in  my  Note-Book,  where  you  may 
read  them  for  yourfelf  by  the  fcore,  and 
at  your  leifure.  But,  for  the  prefent,  I  muft 
flop,  or  fome  one  might  fay, 

'  I  found  him  garruloufly  given, 
A  babbler  in  the  land  ! ' " 
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CHAPTER  XXVIII. 

Ignorance  corrected. 

"  Pardon  what  I  have  fpoke, 
For  'tis  a  ftudied,  not  a  prefent  thought, 
By  duty  ruminated." 

"  Je  prends  tout  doucement  les  hommes  comme  ils  font, 
J'accoutume  mon  4me  k  fouffrir  qu'ils  font : 
Et  je  crois  qu'fc  la  cour,  de  mdtne  qu'fc  la  ville, 
Mon  flegme  eft  philofophe  autant  que  votre  bile/* 

"  But  there  are  hours  of  lonely  muting, 
Such  as  in  evening  filence  come, 
When,.foft  as  birds  their  pinions  clofing, 
The  heart's  beft  feelings  gather  home." 

"  Though  no  man  be  wife  without  much  knowledge,  yet  a  man 
may  know  many  things,  and  not  be  very  wife.** 

GNORANCE  is  manifold,  but,  in 
our  converfe  with  the  people,  our 
own  ignorance  needs  quite  as 
much  correftion  as  theirs.  A 
paflage  from  Adam  Bede  will  ferve  to  exem- 
plify what  I  mean.  "Human  converfe,  I 
think  fome  wife  man  has  remarked,  is  not 
rigidly  fincere.     But  I  herewith  difcharge  my 
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confcience,  and  declare  that  I  have  had  quite 
enthufiaftic  movements  of  admiration  towards 
old  gentlemen,  who  fpoke  the  worft  Englifh, 
who  were  occafionally  fretful  in  their  temper, 
and  who  had  never  moved  in  a  higher  fphere 
of  influence  than  that  of  parifh  overfeer ;  and 
that  the  way  in  which  I  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  human  nature  is  loveable, — 
the  way  I  have  learnt  fomething  of  its  deep 
pathos,  its  fublime  myfteries, — has  been  by 
living  a  great  deal  among  people  more  or  lefs 
common-place  and  vulgar,  of  whom  you 
would  perhaps  hear  nothing  very  furprifing  if 
you  were  to  inquire  about  them  in  the  neigh- 
bourhoods where  they  dwelt.  Ten  to  one 
moft  of  the  fmall  fhopkeepers  in  their  vicinity 
faw  nothing  at  all  in  them."  A  very  comfort- 
ing paflage,  I  will  venture  to  aflert,  and  one 
which  one  delights  to  fet  againft  fuch  lines  as 
thefe  of  Pope's. 

"Vice  with  fuch  giant  ftrides  comes  on  amain, 
Invention  ftrives  to  be  before  in  vain ; 
Feign  what  I  will,  and  paint  it  e'er  fo  ftrong, 
Some  rifing  genius  fins  up  to  my  fbng." 

Notwithstanding  the  Superftitions  of  the 
People,  glanced  at  in  the  preceding  chapter, 
take  them  as  a  whole,  by  The  Sea-board 
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My  faithful  old 
Schoolmafter 


and  the  Down,  and  you  will  find  that  they 
are  enabled  to  give  you  a  good  deal  of  practical 
information  on  moft  points.     Very  undemon-  ' 
ftrative,  and  not  fond  of  appearing  to  know 
any  thing,  if  you  can  but  once  get  them  to  I 
open,  they  will  conftantly  furprife  you.     Of  | 
book-learning,  as   might   be   expe&ed,   they  \ 
have    little    ftore, — formerly   indeed    it  was 
almoft  derogatory  to   a   Suflex   boor   to   be 
thought  to  know  any  thing  about  fuch  things. 
It  was  well  enough  for  Clerks  and  School- 
mafters,   and    Attorneys, — but   "What    did 
they    want    with    inkhorns     and    laming!" 
Parfon   figned   all   papers, — and    the   Clerk, 
poflibly,  could  help  them  write  at  a  pufh, — 
but  the  Schoolmafter  could  always  indite,  (the 


ch^lb  Ruff,    old  current  word,)  and  to  him  they  went  to 


long  gone  to  his 
reft,  always  ufed 
the  word  indite  f 
when  he  fpolce 
with  importance. 


make  their  fmall  wills,  and  to  write  their  few 
letters,  even  on  the  tendered  fubjefts.  Not 
long  ago  a  boy  in  an  adjoining  Parifti  faid  to 
his  fellow-fervant,  "  Why  did  you  let  mafter 
know  I  could  write?" — a  remnant  of  that 
more  recently  aflumed  ignorance  which  the 
cunning  man  hopes  one  day  to  turn  to 
account,  and  to  profit  by. 

Some  ten  years  ago  the  following  extraft 
created  no  little  furprife,  and  the  fmile  of  in- 


QiC 


and  the  Down. 


credulity  curled  many  a  lip.  "  William  Kirky 
driver  of  a  hackney  carriage,  faid  of  Maria 
Mannings  that  he  considered  fhe  was  a  country- 
woman, or  a  woman  that  came  from  Eflex  or 
Sussex, — a  perfon  who  could  not  fpeak  the 
Englifh  language."  Such  was  the  ftate  of 
Jimple  nefcience  according  to  which  we  were 
rated  by  a  fharp  practitioner  on  a  cabftand, 
where  the  every-day  joftling  and  collision  of 
interefts  gives  a  keen  edge  to  intellefts  even 
naturally  dull. 

"  They  fay,  beft  men  are  moulded  out  of  faults, 
And,  for  the  moft,  become  much  more  the  better. 
For  being  a  little  bad ;" 

and  it  is  an  odd  way  of  putting  the  matter. 
However,  it  has  its  truth  in  it,  and  gives  great 
fcope  to  thofe  who  are  endeavouring  to  better 
the  grievous  eftate  of  cabftands  and  omnibus 
yards,  to  their  great  credit.  But  the  remark, 
ftrong  as  it  feems,  was  no  unfit  one  for  many 
by  the  Sea-board  and  the  Down  fifty  years 
ago,  and  Cabby  thought  he  had  hit  the  nail 
right  on  the  head.  Looking  to  his  own 
fharpnefs,  he  was  juft  the  man  to  fay, 

"  All  the  clerks, 
I  mean  the  learned  ones,  in  Christian  kingdoms, 
Have  their  free  voice." 
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The  truth  is,  that  although  there  is  a  great 
deal  of  Ignorance  not  in  Suflex  only,  but 
throughout  the  land, — to  be  colle&ed,  as  I 
have  hinted  above,  from  their  Popular  Super- 
ftitions, — that  Ignorance  is  correcting  itfelf, 
and  on  common  fubjedts  there  is  more  pre- 
tended ignorance  than  real.  Edwin  Fairfoot 
is  a  little  deaf,  and  knows  nothing  of  what  is 
likely  to  implicate  himfelf,  and  bring  him,  or 
thofe  about  him,  into  trouble;  and  James 
Binfield  knows  about  as  much,  and  is  a  little 
deaf  too.  But,  place  their  own  interefts  well 
before  them,  and  it  is  aftonifhing  to  fee  how 
the  dull  flow  man  becomes  quick  and  appre- 
henfive.  None  readier  now  than  he  who  was 
fo  tongue-tied  but  a  little  before, — mute 
almoft  as  the  dumb  fifhes  in  the  fea  hard  by. 

But  this  touches  upon  that  Low-Cuiming 
which  has  been  fpoken  of  in  a  former  chapter, 
and  which  will  difappear,  more  or  lefs,  as  men 
advance,  and  raife  the  ftandard  of  principle, 
quitting  all  low,  paltry,  and  mean  habits, 

"  Bred  of  the  flimc,  like  the  worms,  which  are  bred  from  the 
muds  of  the  Nile  bank.1* 

Another  phafe  of  ignorance  is  likewife  on  the 
wane,  and  is  correfting  itfelf.  Within  my 
recolleftion  the  opposition  to  inftruftion  was 
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fo  great  in  fome  country  places,  that  it  was 
with  the  utmoft  difficulty  that  any  perfuafion 
could  overcome  it.  To  put  it  in  Philip 
Redclay's  words, — one  whom  I  knew  well  five- 
and-twenty  years  ago, — "What's  to  become 
of  our  children,  if  you  teaches  the  Parifh  like 
this, — they'll  be  taking  our  places,  I  reckon !" 
I  could  not  help  fmiling  at  the  notion,  and 
I  recalled  to  mind  Beaumont  and  Fletcher's 
words. 

"  I  will  not  have  a  fcholar  in  mine  houfe 
Above  a  gentle  reader :  they  corrupt 
The  fbolifh  women  with  their  fubtler  problems : 
I'll  have  my  houfe  call'd  Ignorance,  to  fright 
Prating  Philofophers  from  entertainment.'1 

But  I  am  inadvertently  pafling  into  what 
will  be  the  fubjeft  of  another  chapter.  The, 
prefent  one  is  not  intended  to  dwell  upon 
Education,  but  upon  "Ignorance  cor- 
rected," and  that  rather  in  onefelf  than  in 
others.     And  who  is  there  that  cannot  fay, 

"  Such  profitable  knowledge  oft  doth  come, 
When  we  the  narrow  confines  pafi  of  home  ?" 

And  the  firft  thing  I  would  advife  any  one 
who  would  wifh  to  be  acquainted  with  the 
"Sea-board  and  the  Down,"  is  to  be  on 
the  look  out  for  the  kindlier  feelings  of  rough 
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natures.  The  old  cuftom  of  fmuggling  has 
rendered  them  fufpicious,  and  if  they  find  that 
you'  are  fufpicious  alfo,  they  fhut  themfelves 
up  like  hedgehogs,  or  roll  themfelves  into  a 
ball  like  the  woodloufe.  But  deal  openly 
with  them,  and  after  a  while,  when  you  have 
gained  their  confidence,  they  will  deal  openly 
with  you. 

Poor  Uther  Woodville  had  been  himfelf 
originally  a  feafaring  man, — but  when  he  was 
fomewhere  about  fifty-five,  having  fcraped 
together  a  fmall  competency,  he  retired  from 
the  (hip  in  which  he  had  afted  for  years  in  the 
capacity  of  mate.  It  belonged  to  one  of 
thofe  large  firms  in  the  city,  who  will  often 
(as  I  know  by  experience)  endeavour  to  do 
much  for  thofe  who  will  help  themfelves, 
looking  at  the  fame  time  faithfully  to  the 
interefts  of  their  employers.  This  had  always 
been  the  cafe  with  Uther.  For  years  he  had 
failed  between  the  Port  of  London  and 
Madras,  and  latterly  he  was  allowed  fome 
little  fmall  ventures  of  his  own.  There 
wafn't  an  Indian  Captain  but  knew  and 
refpedted  him  on  the  ftation.  The  refult  was, 
that  when  he  retired,  his  fon,  whom  he  had 
well   educated,    was   preferred   to    his   place. 
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Befides  this  fon  he  had  another  in  one  of  the 
city  warehoufes,  and  a  daughter,  married  to  a 
Clerk  in  the  Bank  of  England.  On  the 
whole,  in  his  pofition  of  life,  up  to  this  time, 
he  had  been  a  profperous  man.  But  he  was 
to  be  tried  by  adverfity,  and  to  come  out  as 
fine  gold.  The  fon  and  daughter  in  London 
both  died,  one  fliortly  after  the  other, — and 
not  more  than  three  years  after  the  eldeft  was 
loft  in  the  well-known  tremendous  furf  of 
Madras.  It  was  upon  the  receipt  of  this  laft 
fad  news  that  I  came  to  know  how  much 
good  there  was  in  old  Uther  Woodville.  The 
fad  news  was  communicated  to  me  through 
the  houfe  in  London,  and  I  had  to  break  it  to 
him.  Suppled  and  intenerated  by  his  former 
life,  he  feemed  almoft  prepared  for  this,  and 
all  he  faid  was,  with  the  deep  fincerity  of  a 
Chriftian  Spirit,  "  The  Lord  gave,  and-  the 
Lord  hath  taken  away :  blejfed  be  the  name  of 
the  Lord."  After  this  heavy  blow  I  faw  him 
frequently, — but  it  was  a  Sunday  or  two 
before  he  could  fummon  courage  to  face  the 
congregation.  At  laft  he  came.  It  was 
Sacrament  Sunday,  and  he  would  not  mifs, 
but  faid,  "It  is  fitting  that  I  fhould  follow 
David's   example,    and   thank  the   Lord   for 
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giving  me  warning ! "  Never,  indeed,  did  he 
ceafe  to  blefs  the  Lord  for  giving  him  counfel, 
— but  on  this  occafion  one  felt  at  once  the 
ftrength  of  true  religion  and  piety,  and  acknow- 
ledged one's  own  "  Ignorance  corrected." 
And  thofe  hard-featured  men,  who  are  they  ? 
Who  are  thofe  that  give  way  as  Uther  pafles, 
and  bow  to  him  awkwardly  w;th  a  fort  of 
reverence  for  the  forrow-ftricken  one  ?  Who 
are  they  whofe  fympathy  is  unmiftakeable, 
and  in  whofe  eyes  were  tears  ?  They  were  a 
rough  people  in  the  every-day  beaten  track  of 
life, — but  a  people  of  fome  delicacy  neverthe- 
lefs,— and  as  I  looked  upon  the  mourner  on 
his  way  to  the  church,  and  on  thofe  who 
mourned  for  him,  I  learned  no  every-day 
leffon,  and  realized  how  foftening  an  influence 
it  was  to  "weep  with  them  that  weep."  It 
was  long  after  that  the  Golden  Legend  was 
publifhed,  but  the  lines  are  pretty  ones. 

"  Upward  deals  the  life  of  man, 
As  the  funfliine  from  the  wall, 
From  the  wall  into  the  fky, 
From  the  roof  along  the  fpirej 
Ah  !  the  fouls  of  thofe  that  die, 
Are  but  fun  beams  lifted  higher!** 

Pifander  fays  in  the  play,  "Duty  muft  not 
take  the  name  of  merit," — a  very  common 
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fault  indeed,  and  compatible  with  great  pro- 
feffion.  But  Uther  Woodville  had  no  fuch 
thoughts, — and  till  the  day  of  his  death  we 
were  greatly  attached, — bound  in  the  bonds 
of  the  Gofpel,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  ufe  the 
expreffion1.     None  admitted  fo  freely  as  he 


that 


"  Every  man  with  hia  affe&s  is  born, 
Not  by  might  mattered,  but  by  fpedal  grace/' 


Of  this  I  had  a  ftriking  proof  in  the 
"  Ample  annals  "  of  another  man's  hiftory,  by 
which  I  was  again  humbled,  and/ 1  hope,  faith- 
fully acknowledged   my   own   "  Ignorance 

CORRECTED." 

Externally  Edgar  Fullerton  was  a  moft 
rough-hewn  fpecimen  of  humanity, — his 
leathern  apron  even  more  hard  fet  than  thofe 
I  ufed  to  meet  with  in  Sweden,  where,  thirty 
years  ago,  all  the  common  people  ufed  to 
wear  them, — and  yet  Edgar  had  fucked  in 
mother's  milk  of  no  common  fort.  Every 
one  here  thought  him  as  hard  as  a  bit  of  flint 
picked  at  hazard  out  of  a  chalk-pit.     Such, 

1  Nothing  difrrefles  fo  much  a6  the  thoughtlefs  and  irreverent  applica- 
tion of  Scripture.  This  is  admirably  put  in  Adam  Bede,  before 
quoted.  "  It  turns  a  man's  ftomach  t*  hear  Scripture  mifufed  o'  that 
way.  I  know  as  much  o'  the  words  of  the  Bible  as  he  does,  an'  could 
fay  the  Pfalms  right  though  i*  my  fleep,  if  you  was  to  pinch  me  j  but  I 
know  better  nor  to  take  'em  to  fay  my  own  fay  wi\  I  might  as  well 
take  the  Sacrament  Cup  home,  and  ufe  it  at  meals."    Vol.  i.  107. 
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however,  was  not  his  nature, — it  was  fimply 
his  cruft — and  under  it  ran  the  moft  kindly 
affedtions,  quick  as  the  dull  amber  blood  that 
hurries  and  fcurries  through  the  veins  of  a 
newt's  tail,  under  the  powers  of  a  modern 
microfcope,  in  the  hands  of  a  fkilful  manipu- 
lator !  Poor  Edgar,  (for  fuch  I  muft  call 
him,)  had  a  fifter,  whom  I  never  knew,  except 
by  name.  By  fome  indifcretion  or  another, 
fhe  got  hung  up  with  a  Cornifh  Preventive 
man  at  a  neighbouring  ftation,  much  againft 
the  wifhes  of  her  family, — left  the  neighbour- 
hood when  he  left  it,  and  went  either  to 
Penzance  or  Loftwithiel,  I  don't  know  which. 
Within  a  fhort  while  there  came  a  letter  to 
Edgar  from  his  fifter, — ftating  only  that  fhe 
was  moft  miferable.  "To  Edgar  of  all 
perfons ! "  the  people  faid,  who  on  her  quitting 
home  had  declared  fhe  fhould  never  darken 
that  honeft  threfhold  more.  But  fhe  evidently 
knew  what  a  heart  was  hidden  under  his  rough 
exterior,  and  applied  to  him  at  once,  without 
hefitation. 

Formerly  they  faid  the  Cornifh  people  had 
no  word  for  an  oath !  in  their  language,  and 

1  "  It  hath  been  obferved  of  the  ancient  Cornifh  language  that  it 
afforded  no  forms  of  oaths,  no  phrafes  to  fwear  in.  I  would  never 
think  our  language  the  poorer,"  faid  the  ever  memorable  Ma.  John 
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it  may  have  been  fo  in  days  gone  by,  but,  as 
Edgar  faid  on  his  return,  they  know  how  to 
ufe  very  rough  language  now.  "I  fought 
out  the  wretch  who  had  decoyed  away  my 
poor  weak  fifter,  and  found  him  with  another 
wife,  and  he  aflailed  me  with  the  moft  horrible 
imprecations."  Such  was  Edgar's  fimple  nar- 
rative, who  found  his  fifter  taken  in  by  a 
widow  woman,  and  almoft  at  death's  door. 
All  at  once,  as  it  were,  the  natural  violence  of 
his  temper  left  him,  and  all  his  goodnefs  came 
out.  He  expofed  the  fcoundrel  at  once,  and 
made  known  publicly  the  villainous  conduct 
of  the  feducer, — but  not  a  word  of  reproach 
did  he  caft  upon  his  fifter,  but  watched  over 
her,  like  the  tendereft  nurfe,  till  fhe  pined  and 
died.  In  him  was  the  moft  ftriking  illuftra- 
tion  of  the  truth  of  the  Proverb  exemplified, 
"  He  that  is  flow  to  anger  is  better  than  the 
mighty  ;  and  he  that  ruleth  his  anger  than  he 
that  taketh  a  city  V 


Hales  of  Eaton,  "if  it  were  utterly  deftitute  of  all  forma  and  phrafes 
of  reviling  and  opprobrious  fpeech."  Vol.  ii.  1 52.  8vo  Edit.  Of  the 
Chinook  Indians,  Mr.  Paul  Kane  fays,  "  Their  language  is  peculiar  in 
containing  no  oathsy  nor  any  words  containing  gratitude  or  thanks.11 
Wanderings  of  an  Artift,  p.  183. 

1  Prov.  xvi.  32.     Every  claffical  fcholar  will  call  to  mind  the  words 
of  Horace, 

"  Latius  regnes  avidum  domando 
Spiritual,  quarn  fi  Libyam  remotis  [Gadibus 
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Zootomia,  p.  40. 
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It  was  little  in  after  years  that  Edgar  ever 
faid  upon  the  fubjedt,  —but  when  he  recorded 
to  me  his  Tale  of  Sorrow,  he  fpoke  of  his 
Ignorance  as  corre&ed  by  Grace,  and  that  it 
was  of  God's  only  mercy  that  in  his  anger  he 
had  not  ftruck  the  villain  to  the  ground. 
Clearly  he  could  not  have  remained  by  the 
Sea-boa&d  and  the  Down  when  his  fifter 
lay  a  dying  in  Cornwall. 

"  There's  no  wildernefs  abroad 
To  him  that's  loft  at  home," 

and  he  went  forth,  and  looked  his  duty  in  the 
face,  and  returned  a  happier  man.  More 
than  once  he  fhowed  me  one  of  thofe  lumps 
of  refined  tin,  called  "  Jews'  houfes  "  or  Jews' 
"  houfe  tin,"  a  name  well  known  in  Cornwall, 
as  Mrs.  Schimmelpenninck  mentions  in  one  of 
her  letters,  cc  fronj  a  belief  that  thefe  were  the 
fpots  where  the  Jews  were  wont  to  fmelt  their 
ore."  This  was  all  that  poor  Edgar  had  to 
fhow  when  I  firft  knew  him.  He  had  fpent 
every  (billing  he  had  in  the  world  in  tending 


Gadibus  jungas,  et  uterque  Poenus 
Serviat  uni." 

2  Od.  ii.  ii,  Sec. 
See  the  lines  of  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt,  beginning  with, 
"If  thou  wilt  mighty  be,— flee  from  the  rage 
Of  cruel  will,"  Sec.  Sec. 

Ed.  Pickering,  p.  56. 
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to  his  fifter,  and  in  the  expenfes  of  the 
funeral.  For  a  while  he  remained  in  his  old 
neighbourhood,  but  the  reminifcences  of  the 
paft  prefled  upon  him,  and  he  left  for  the 
manufa&uring  diftrifts,  where  he  became  not 
only  a  profperous,  but  a  ufeful  man. 

"Amongft  a  bookful  of  narratives  and 
incidents  I  have  mentioned  thefe  two  as  a 
fample,"  faid  the  Old  Vicar,  "  and  I  venture 
to  aflert  that  the  greater  a  man's  intercourfe 
with  his  fellow-creatures  in  a  Chriftian  fpirit, 
the  more  certain  will  be  the  correftion  of  his 
own  ignorance.  People  who  know  nothing 
of  the  poor  rate  them  altogether  under  one 
category, — than  which  there  can  be  no  greater 
miftake  imaginable.  In  many  diftri&s,  it  is 
but  too  true,  the  ftandard  of  principle  is  very 
low,  but  even  then  the  real  goodnefs  which 
comes  out  into  bold  relief  protefts  loudly 
againft  what  is  depraved  and  wrong.  I  fee  it 
continually,  and  I  rejoice  at  it,  and  let  any 
one  take  a  courfe  of  years,  and  furvey  the 
diftridt  narrowly  in  which  he  has  lived,  and  he 
will  find  Vice  receding,  and  Virtue  progrefling. 
Ignorance  is  daily  convided  and  corre&ed. 

'That  which  every  man  doth  know  for  truth, 
Needs  no  examples  to  confirm  the  fame.' 

VOL.   II.  X 
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It  was  a  mean  appellative  Therfites  gave  to 
Patroclus,  but  it  will  ftick  to  the  man  who 
will  not  endeavour  to  mend  his  own  Ignorance, 
and  that  of  his  fellows, — 'thou  idle  im- 
material fkein  of  flieve  filk.'  His  whole  life 
is  but  a  flievelefs,  ufelefs,  errand ! 

'  Blind  to  the  workings  of  that  fecret  power, 
That  balances  the  wings  of  every  hoar; 
The  bufy  trifler  dreams  himfelf  alone, 
Frames  many  a  purpofe,  and  God  works  his  own.* 

Man's  idlenefs  mull  always  (land  convi&ed 
before  God  who  worketh  alway,  and  with  his 
idlenefs  his  Ignorance  alfo.  Thofe  ftriking 
words  put  in  a  common-fenfe  way  by  our 
immortal  bard  in  the  mouth  of  Iago  fhow  a 
great  truth  very  clearly.  cOur  bodies  are 
our  gardens,  to  the  which  our  wills  are  gar- 
deners ;  fo  that  if  we  will  plant  nettles,  or  fow 
lettuce ;  fet  hyflbp  and  weed  up  thyme,  fupply 
it  with  one  gender  of  herbs,  or  diftradt  it  with 
many;  either  to  have  it  fterile  with  idlenefs, 
or  manured  with  induftry;  why,  the  power, 
and  the  corrigible  authority  of  this  lies  in  our 
wills.'  Thofe  whofe  wills  are  right  have 
grace  to  help ! 

*  Seeing  Ignorance  is  the  curie  of  God, 
Knowledge  the  way  wherewith  we  fly  to  heaven,1 
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the  man  who  will  not  endeavour  to  correft  his 
own  and  that  of  others,  might  as  well  live 
under  ground  like  a  prairie  dog,  (the  marmot, 
or  petit  chieny)  or  a  burrowing  owl,  for  he 
does  little  good  above  it.  He  is  both  un- 
profitable to  himfelf  and  to  his  neighbours. 

"  We  don't  know  what  we  can  do  till  we  are 
driven  to  it.  Tom  Hollands  would  find  it 
difficult  to  make  a  pair  of  bellows  of  the  leaves 
of  our  fig-trees  in  high  fummer — and  yet,  the 
inhabitants  of  the  hills  at  the  junftion  of  the 
Kota  and  Saone  rivers  in  Bengal,  fays  Dr. 
Hooker,  contrive  to  make  out  of  the  leaves 
of  the  Cochlqfpermum — a  fort  of  tropical  Gum- 
Ciftus — ca  curious  fort  of  rude  bellows* 
wherewith  they  fmelt  their  iron.  Old  Vulcan 
faid  the  iron  in  the  old  Reftory  was  of  the 
beft — and  that  Dunftan  muft  have  been  a 
very  clever  fellow !  So  muft  other  people 
have  been  hereabouts — and  fo  they  are  ftill  in 
old  Dunftan's  neighbourhood." 

Such  and  the  like  opinions  were  maintained 
by  my  old  friend,  and  he  conftantly  aflerted 
that  one  of  the  beft  ways  to  correA  Ignorance 
was  to  be  much  amongft  the  poor.  <c  I  have 
always  found  that  as  my  own  Ignorance  grew 
lefs,  their  knowledge  increafed.     They  taught 
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'  me,  and  I,  under  God,  taught  them.     And 

J  the   more   I   became    acquainted  with    their 

'  inner  life,   the   more   noble   traits   I    found, 

unknown  to  the  world  around,  fcarce  known 

to  themfelves.     Thoufands  amongft  our  poor, 

live  to  do  good  in  their  little  way, — 

'Do  good  by  ftealth,  and  Mum  to  find  it  fame  j* 

and  I  have  been  thankful  always  that  my  lot 
was  caft  in  amongft  them,  and  that  I  have 
been  permitted,  in  miniftering  to  their  wants, 
daily  to  fee  ftriking  examples  of  patience  and 
(elf-denial,  and  to  return  to  my  own  home 
humbled  and  corre&ed. 

*  It  u  no  poetes  fable  olde, 
It  is  no  gaude  nor  trifle  vaine  j 
It  is  a  gift  exceeding  golde, 
In  which  the  gentle  (Lite  may  trayne 
ThemfelTes  to  godly  exercife, 
And  learne  thereby  for  to  be  wyfe.*  M 
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CHAPTER  XXIX. 

Education. 

"  Gem  dura  tt  afpera  ctdtu." 

"  Sow  not  thy  understanding  with  opinions,  which  make  nothing  of 
iniquities,  and  fallacioufly  extenuate  tranfgreifions." 

"  And  be  it  that  the  vulgar  are  but  grofs  ; 
Yet  are  they  capable  of  truth,  and  fee 
And  (bmetimes  guefs  the  right ;  and  do  conceive 
The  nature  of  that  text  that  needs  a  glols, 
And  wholly  never  can  deluded  be. 
All  may  a  few :  few  cannot  all  deceive.** 

"  Chriraan  knowledge  is  not  a  knowledge  without  all  manner  of 
account,  but  we  are  accountants  for  it  j  we  are  to  keep  an  audit  of 
what  we  hear,  and  to  take  account  of  ourfelves  of  what  we  have 
learned.  AoylfroD*  is  an  auditor's  term :  hence  the  Holy  Ghoft  hath 
taken  it,  and  would  have  us  to  be  auditors  in  both  fenfes." 

^ELDEN  looked  back  to  times  of 
great  ignorance  when  he  faid  in 
his  Table  Talk,  "There  never 
was  a  merry  world  fince  the 
fairies  left  dancing,  and  the  Parfon  left  con- 
juring ; — the  opinion  of  the  latter  kept  thieves 
in  awe,  and  did  as  much  good  in  a  country  as 


Virg.  iEn.  v. 
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a  Juftice  of  Peace."  There  is  fome  irony 
in  this  of  courfe,  but  Selden  witnefled,  as  I 
faid,  no  little  Ignorance  when  he  lived  at 
Lacies  in  Salvington,  clofe  upon  the  Sea- 
board and  the  Down,  and  no  man  was 
more  cognizant  than  himfelf  of  the  Superfti- 
tions  of  the  People,  and  as  he  advanced  to 
his  great  knowledge  he  would  think  upon 
them  the  more. 

As  they  beft  fill  the  bufhel  with  wheat  who 
take  care  to  clear  it  of  the  chaff,  fo  will  it  be 
found  as  regards  Ignorance  and  Popular  Su- 
perftition.  They  muft  be  got  rid  of  by 
better  Education.  "  This  fcholar  never  went 
to  a  free  fchool,  he's  fo  fimple,"  fays  Silvia  in 
the  Elder  Brother,  and  when  we  meet  with 
that  fort  of  fimplicity,  the  fooner  we  contrive 
to  improve  it  the  better,  as  it  is  the  moft 
certain  way  of  advancing  the  people,  and  of 
giving  them  a  {landing  and  a  pofition  long 
withheld. 

"I  hope 
You  have  no  quarrel  to  the  liberal  arts ; 
Learning  is  an  addition  beyond 
Nobility  of  birth.     Honour  of  blood 
Without  the  ornament  of  knowledge,  is, 
A  glorious  Ignorance.** 

We  fmile,  now  that  the  queftion  of  Educa- 
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tion  has  fhifted  for  itfelf,  at  the  many  unreal 
arguments  which  were  ufed  to  keep  men's 
minds  in  fubje&ion, — juft  as  we  fmile  at  the 
Simplicity  of  the  Queen  of  Madagafcar,  who, 
on  the  Telegraph's  being  propofed  to  her,  faid 
that  "  the  runners  of  the  country  were  quick 
enough  for  all  her  wants."  And  yet  fmile  as  we 
may,  the  oppofition  to  Education  by  the 
Sea-board  and  the  Down  was  not  only 
great,  but  long-fuftained, — and,  five-and-fifty 
years  ago,  Shakfpeare's  humorous  account  of 
the  Clerk  of  Chatham,  and  Cade's  addrefs  to 
Lord  Say,  would  have  been  received  here  with 
unbounded  fatiffaftion  and  rapturous  applaufe. 
Imagine  the  delight  of  our  pure  South 
Saxon  on  hearing  Jack  Cade  fay,  "There 
fhall  be  in  England,  feven  half-penny  loaves 
fold  for  a  penny :  the  three-hooped  pot  (hall 
have  ten  hoops ;  and  I  will  make  it  felony  to 
drink  fmall  beer;  all  the  realm  fhall  be  in 
common,  and  in  Cheapfide  (hall  my  palfrey  get 
grafs  ! "  Poor  Clerk  of  Chatham  !  O  mon- 
ftrous !  that  becaufe  "  he  could  write  and 
read  and  caft  accounts,"  and  was  taken 
"  fetting  of  boys'  copies,"  and  confefled  that 
inftead  of  making  his  mark,  he  could  write 
his  name,  he  fhould  meet  with  fuch  a  doom  as 
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this — "  Away  with  him,  I  fay,  hang  him  with 
his  pen  and  inkhorn  about  his  neck ! "  Mod; 
unfortunate  fchoolmafter! 

What  a  perfonification  is  Jack  Cade  of 
Ignorance  when  he  fays,  "  Burn  all  the  records 
of  the  realm :  my  mouth  fhall  be  the  Parlia- 
ment of  England ! "  No  wonder  he  made 
ftiort  work  with  Lord  Say,  and  called  him 
clothier-like  names.  "  Thou  haft  mod  traitor- 
oufly  corrupted  the  youth  of  the  realm,  in 
creating  a  grammar  fchool;  and  whereas, 
before,  our  forefathers  had  no  other  books 
but  the  fcore  and  the  tally,  thou  haft  caufed 
printing  to  be  ufed;  and  contrary  to  the 
king,  his  crown  and  dignity,  thou  haft  built 
a  paper-mill.  It  will  be  proved  to  thy  face, 
that  thou  haft  men  about  thee,  that  ufually 
talk  of  a  noun,  and  a  verb;  and  fuch  abo- 
minable words,  as  no  Chriftian  ear  can 
endure  to  hear."  So  dangerous  was  a  little 
grammar ! 

Mr.  Fofter  tells  us  in  his  Mahometanifm 
Unveiled  how  it  is  honourably  recorded  of 
the  Saracens,  "as  a  double  praife,  that  they 
never  made  a  conqueft,  without  laying,  at  the 
fame  time,  the  foundations  of  a  city ;  and 
never  eredted  a  mofque  without  adding  to  it 
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a  public  fchool '."  Strange !  in  the  nineteenth 
century  to  have  lived  in  times,  as  well  as  in 
diftridts,  where  the  Education  of  the  people 
was  held  back.  Yet  fo  it  was  for  years,  and 
there  are  many  ftill,  who,  like  the  late  Duke  of 
Newcaftle,  confider  fimple  reading  and  writing 
enough.  To  a  certain  extent,  in  our  rural 
diftri&s,  combined  with  the  five  firft  rules  of 
Arithmetic,  it  is, — but  in  our  Schools  we 
fhould  give  thofe  who  wifti  to  advance  them- 
felves,  the  opportunity; — and  this  is  readily 
and  eafily  done  while  thofe  for  whom  the  old 
mumpfmus  of  the  three  RRR's  is  fufficient, 
ftill  plod  on  in  their  old-fafhioned  way. 
Under  any  circumftances  the  modern  School- 
mafter  muft  be  far  ahead  of  his  fcholars,  or  he 
will  fall  rapidly  behind,  ftill  attefting  the  truth 
of  the  old  Poet's  lines, 

"  Vidi  le&a  diu  et  multo  fpe&ata  labore 
Degenerare  tamcn,  ni  vis  humana  quotannis 
Maxima  qiueque  manu  lcgeret.    Sic  omnia  fads 
In  pejus  mere,  ac  retro  fublapfa  referri  j 
Non  aliter  quam  qui  adverfo  vix  flumine  lembum 
Remigiis  fubigit ;  fi  brachia  forte  rem i fit, 
Atque  ilium  in  praeceps  prono  rapit  alveus  amni.*' 

The   great  difficulty  lies    in   picking   out 
Schoolmafters  for  country  places  fuch  as  the 

1  Vol.  ii.   331.      He  refers  to  Oelfner,  Effets  de  la    Rcfigion  de 
Mohamm.  p.  78.     Boucher,  Hift.  Crit.  Phil.  iii.  29,  30. 
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Sea-board  and  the  Down,  where  the 
ftandard  of  Education  is  low.  Advanced 
from  a  Training  School  they  not  unnaturally 
become  weary  with  enforcing  letter  upon 
letter,  and  fyllable  upon  fyllable,  as  muft  be 
the  cafe,  and  will  be  the  cafe,  in  agricultural 
diftri&s.  The  Old  Vicar  ufed  to  fay  he  had 
had  great  trouble  with  over-refined  teachers, 
who,  finding  the  dulnefs  of  country  claftes 
infupportable,  either  took  to  reading  light 
novels,  or  to  haranguing  the  nifties  at  the 
Public  on  Saturday  Evenings,  His  gravity 
was  quite  overfet  upon  one  occafion  when  he 
found  an  Hive  from  the  Sanftuary  at  Weft- 
minfter  reading  Don  Quixote  on  Afh-Wednef- 
day,  which  he  had  purpofely  borrowed  to  help 
him  over  Lent. 

In  prefling  the  point  of  Education  in  fuch 
places  as  this  it  is  (imply  fo  much  loft  time  to 
liften  to  objections  about  the  age  of  children 
being  admitted  to  our  Schools.  We  muft 
get  them  when  we  can,  and  keep  them  as  long 
as  we  can.  Infancy  and  childhood  are  our 
greateft, — I  might  fay,  our  only  opportunity. 
This,  at  leaft,  is  the  time  to  "purcbafe  "  and 
to  "  redeem  "  from  the  world,  as  fome  of  the 
moft  impreffive  texts  in  the  Bible  teach  us. 
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The  fcholar  may  read  the  Heathen  Moralift's 
words  in  the  note  l. 

And  it  is  always  to  be  borne  in  mind  that 
at  the  time  none  knows  the  effedfc  of  early 
education  in  after  years.  What  is  then  taken 
in  endures  the  longeft.  Mezzofanti,  the  un- 
rivalled linguift,  when  the  fever  fit  was  on, 
fpoke,  not  the  pure  Italian  of  the  courteous 
Librarian, — but  his  own  native  dialed.  And 
(b,  children  brought  up  in  a  religious  home 
are  moft  likely  to  be  religious  through  life ; 
and  if,  from  rude  conflict  with  the  world,  early 
education  is  for  the  time  apparently  rubbed 
off,  in  days  of  ficknefs  and  diftrefs,  and  in 
the  latter  days  efpecially,  it  is  apt  to  revive. 
One  fees  it  continually,  and  it  is  as  comfortable 
to  the  fight  as  water  rippling  over  gravel  is  to 

the  ear. 

* 

"  But  the  dark  hours  wring  forth  the  hidden  might, 
Which  hath  lain  bedded  in  the  filent  foul, 
A  treafure  all  undreamt  of: — as  the  night 
Calls  out  the  harmonies  of  ftreams  that  roll 
Unheard  by  day/* 

"You  recoiled  my  old  fervant,  John 
Fletcher  Greenip,"  faid  the  Old  Vicar  to  me 

1  "  Tfyv  8i  voudclav,  ovtrlav  *v$ai(iovlai  odaav,  curlav  t*  ebfrovklas, 
oh  \jl6vov  t<rr\v  tbpew  ^  o1x<f>,  fj  ir6\ei,  ?)  t&vei  xpy&tw,  AAA.A  tout! 
T9?  r&p  farBpdncwv  y4vtt.  "Offtp  ohv  fj  4k  ircutielas  axpf\*ia  ficlfav 
irdtntov  (rrpariryrifi&Tuv,  rotToirry  ical  ^  irtpl  ahr^s  M^M1?  *£f* 
<nrov&is.n     Plutarch,  dc  Mufica,  §  I. 
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See  Southey*s 
Progrefs  and 
Profpecls  of 
Society,  ii.  65. 


one  day, — "  as  good  a  fervant  as  ever  made 
his  Matter  his  Friend  and  Counfellor.  It  ufed 
to  amufe  me  to  hear  how  in  talking  to  my 
wife  about  their  native  Lakes  and  Mountains, 
the  Derwent-water  and  Skiddaw,  Helvellin  and 
Ullef-water,  Glaramara  and  its  dark  Tarn, — 
or  about  any  thing  exciting  in  the  Diftrid, — 
he  would  at  once  Aide  into  the  broadeft  Cum- 
berland dialed,  unintelligible  almoft  to  any  one 
but  himfelf  and  his  miftrefs.  It  was  the  lan- 
guage of  his  childhood,  and  he  reverted  to  it 
with  a  childifh  fimplicity.  You  will  find  a 
fimilar  inftance  in  Mifs  Pro&or's  Legend  of 
Bregenz,  where  the  Tyrol  Maid  reverts  to  her 
early  home,  and  of  which  in  the  time  of  its 
diftrefs  fhe  was  the  deliverer.     For  although 

'  She  fpoke  no  more  of  Bregenz 

With  longing  and  with  tears ; 
Her  Tyrol  houfe  feem'd  faded 

In  a  deep  mift  of  years. 
She  heeded  not  the  rumours 

Of  Auftrian  war  and  ftrife  j 
Each  day  flic  rofe  contented 

To  the  calm  toils  of  life. 
'  Yet,  when  her  mailer's  children 

Would  cluttering  round  her  ftand, 
She  fang  them  ancient  ballads 

Of  her  own  native  land  J 
And  when  at  morn  and  evening 

She  knelt  before  God's  throne, 
The  accents  of  her  childhood 

Rofe  to  her  lips  alone  ! ' 
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The  real  truth  is  that  in  early  teaching  we 
may  difcern  a  humble  following  of  Infant 
Baptifm.  As  Hooker  puts  it  fo  tenderly, 
c  We  bear  not  towards  God  fo  unthankful 
minds  as  not  to  acknowledge  it  even  amongft 
the  greateft  of  His  endlefs  mercies,  that  by 
making  us  His  own  pofleffion  fo  foon,  many 
advantages  which  Satan  otherwife  might  take 
are  prevented,  and  (which  fhould  be  efteemed 
a  part  of  no  fmall  happinefs,)  the  firft  thing 
whereof  we  have  occafion  to  take  notice  is,  how 
much  hath  been  done  already  to  our  great 
good,  though  altogether  without  our  know- 
ledge/ So  true  is  it  that  God  is  always  doing 
us  good. 

'  Grace  is  a  plant,  where'er  it  grows, 
Of  pure  and  heavenly  root : 
But  raireft  in  the  youngeft  fhows,  . 
And  yields  the  fweeteft  fruit.* 

Such  are  the  very  pretty  lines  of  Cowper, 
exprefled  with  his  ufual  feeling." 

One  day  I  remarked  to  my  old  Friend, 
"  That  the  children  in  the  School  were  cer- 
tainly much  younger  than  I  could  recoiled 
fome  years  ago, — fay  ten  or  twelve." 

He  replied  at  once,  "  That  the  new  fyftem 
of  Agriculture,  which  takes  in  turnip  and 
mangle  cutting,  had  done  fomething  to  bring 
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This  I  ftated  in 
a  rare  inftance 
from  Durring- 
ton,  19th  Nov., 
1859.     All 
people  here 
ought  to  be  as 
well  educated  in 
their  pofition,  as 
I  am  in  mine. 
L.  A.  Senec. 
Hippolyt.  v. 
908. 
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this  about.  At  the  prefent  time,  indeed,  it  is 
a  rare  thing  to  find  a  boy  above  ten,  or  a  girl 
above  thirteen,  on  our  lifts.  The  labour  of 
their  hands  is  required  of  them,  and  what 
they  are  taught  at  fchool  mult  be  taught 
early.  It  is  as  G.  Fabricias,  the  fchoolmafter 
of  Chemnitz,  faid, 

'  Pulchra  Pacftanis  ut  rofa  in  hortis 
Nafccnti  mittit  vcre  corymbos : 
Sic  ftatim  primis  debet  ab  annis 
Puer  cupitos  educe  fruclus.* 

Take  the  general  run  of  Parifhes  by  the  Sea- 
board and  the  Down,  and  you  will  find  the 
fame  thing.  It  is  with  pain  I  muft  repeat 
that  our  general  ftandard  of  Education  is  low; 
— but  we  live  in  a  diftriA  where  great  care 
has  always  been  neceflary,  for  if  we  had 
advanced  too  f aft  we  fhould  certainly  have  loft 
ground.  As  things  now  are,  the  unwilling 
even  are  dragged  at  the  heels  of  the  general 
movement,  and  to  be  left  entirely  behind  is  a 
contumely.  It  is  a  very  rare  thing  now  to 
find  any  young  perfon  who  cannot  both  read 
and  write  and  keep  accounts, — wherever  fuch 
an  inftance  occurs  parents  are  to  blame  for 
advantages  negle&ed. 

'  Redit  ad  au&ores  genus  } 
Stirpemque  primam  degener  (anguis  refert.* 


.__ 
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Their  complaints  of  want  of  time,  want  of 
clothes,  want  of  opportunity  muft  never  be 
liftened  to  for  a  moment.  They  are  but  the 
excufes  of  the  flothful.  All  fuch  difficulties 
are  to  be  overcome.  Thofe  who  oppofe  them, 
end  them ; — and  thofe  who  help  themfelves 
are  fure  to  find  help. 

*  Call  not  impoffible 
That  which  but  Teems  unlike  :  'tis  not  impoffible.* 

"  Or,  as  the  Old  Father  put  it  long  ago, 

Tlpo<paai£e<jOtjj   Sc  pqStcc    aSuva/u/av  etc    tt)i/    tHjv 
tov  Bpywv  airovcriv,  ovctv  yap  o  tJeoc  aovvarov 
imraTTti. 

"My  defire,"  continued  the  Old  Vicary, 
c<  as  you  know  well,  has  always  been  to  fee 
the  children  of  the  poor  fo  educated  as  beft 
to  fill  that  fituation  of  life  in  which  it  has 
pleafed  God  to  place  them.  Let  them  read, 
and  write,  and  fum, — know  fomething  of  the 
hiftory  of  their  country  and  of  that  of  others, 
— not  be  entirely  ignorant  of  the  map  of  the 
world, — but  fpecially,  like  Apollos,  let  them 
be  mighty  in  the  Scriptures.  Moreover  I 
would  fo  teach  them  as  that  they  fhould  be 
made  aware  of  their  increafed  refponfibilities. 
Every  one  will  fay, 

'  We  have  fome  old  crab-trees  here  at  home,  that  will  not 
Be  grafted  to  your  relifli }  * 
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but  the  young  ones  will  take  the  graft  and 
flourifh,  and  upon  thefe  it  muft  ever  be  im- 
prefled  that  the  more  their  knowledge,  the 
more  will  be  the  ftripes  for  knowledge  defpifed 
and  fet  at  nought.  It  is  moral  and  religious 
training  that  is  always  moft  wanted,  and  they 
are  wife  teachers  who  make  it  clear  and  evident 
that  the  one  cannot  be  feparated  from  the 
other.  To  be  wife  in  worldly  wifdom,  and 
not  wife  unto  falvation  is  the  verieft  folly. 
Such  wifdom  would  never  tend  to  raife  our 
people,  or  to  increafe  their  happinefs.  Igno- 
rance, comparatively,  would  be  blifs.  The 
bitter  fruit  of  the  tree  of  fuch  knowledge, — 
unhallowed,  unchriftianized, — was  plucked  in 
the  firft  French  Revolution,  and  Voltaire  and 
Roufleau  were  the  mighty  fchoolmafters ! 
Perhaps,  indeed,  as  Mr.  Maurice  has  fome- 
where  obferved,  much  of  the  oppofition  which 
a  thoroughly  Chriftian  Education  has  met 
with  in  many  quarters  may  date  from  this 
time.  There  was  death  in  the  pot,  and  no 
prophet  found  to  caft  in  meal.  They  put 
the  world  back  fome  degrees. 

'  We  may  outrun, 
By  violent  fwiftnefi,  that  which  we  run  at, 
And  lofe  by  over-running.1 " 

I  ventured  on  this  occafion  to  fay  to  my 
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old  Friend,  " €  There !  and  St.  Nicholas  be  thy 
fpeed ! '  It  is  clear  to  me  that  you  are  in  no 
way  oppofed  to  fecular  education  when  rightly 
proceeded  with  and  on  right  grounds.  That 
is  to  fay,  Let  children  be  well  catechifed  in 
their  Chriftian  Faith,  and  then  teach  them  all 
they  can  be  taught  whilft  at  fchool '." 

"  Exa&ly  fo,"  was  his  reply ;  and  he  added 
forrowfully,  "The  fum  total  after  all  in 
country  Parifhes  will  be  found  to  be  a  minus 
quantity.  Much  alfo  is  undone  at  home  that 
is  done  at  fchool,  and  that  is  a  ferious  draw- 
back to  our  advancement.  Neverthelefs  we 
are  gaining  ground,  and  if  we  do  not  ftand  in 
our  own  way  we  fhall  gain  more.  To  fay  the 
leaft  the  old  notion  of  keeping  men  in  igno- 
rance is  exploded  altogether.  And  in  truth  it 
was  but  a  Jefuitical  device.  Oldham  faw  it 
thoroughly  when  he  thus  wrote  in  his  Third 
Satire  upon  that  worldly-wife  and  moft  cleverly- 
compadted  Aflbciation.  What  faid  he  of 
Learning  ? 


1  Bp.  Daniel  Wilfon's  remarks  on  the  eftablifhment  of  the  Mar- 
tiniere  at  Calcutta  are  not  to  be  paflcd  by, — the  more  fo  when  we 
confider  his  antecedents.  "My  heart  finks  within  me,"  he  fays, 
"when  I  fee  the  Governor-General,  the  Judges,  and  Members  of 
Council  there,  helping  to  form  a  Chriftian  Inftitution  without  any 
difHn&ve  Chriftianity.  To  teach  Chriftianity  without  catechifms, 
forms,  or  creeds,  was  impoffible."     Life  by  Bateman,  Vol.  ii.  29. 


VOL.  II. 


321 


Two  Gentlemen 
of  Verona,  A6t 
iii.  Sc.  i. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


322 


TTie  Sea-board 


Virg.  Eel.  it.  5. 


'  Take  care  at  leaft  it  may  not  come  abroad 
To  taint  with  catching  hcrefy  the  crowd  : 
Let  them  be  ftill  kept  low  in  fenfe ;  they*ll  pay 
The  more  refpe&,  more  readily  obey : 
Pray  that  kind  heaven  would  on  their  hearts  difpenfe 
A  bounteous  and  abundant  Ignorance, 
That  they  may  never  fwerve  or  turn  away 
From  found  and  orthodox  ftupidity.' 

Very  forcibly  and  cleverly  put,  is  it  not  ?  So 
far  am  I  from  wifhing  to  ftay  the  advance  of 
Education,  that,  to  my  mind,  fo  to  do,  is  to 
give  an  indication  and  an  inkling*  of  that 
'Pope*  which  Luther  faid  we  were  all  for 
fetting  up.  My  chief  fear  is  from  ourfelves, 
and  left  we  fhould  be  exalting  mere  Education, 
as  the  French  did  Reafon,  to  an  unfitting  and 
gracelefs  throne.  Periodically  there  are  many 
who  think  they  have  found  out  the  Philofo- 
pher's  ftone,  and  all  at  once  to  their  eyes, 

'  Magnus  ab  integro  fsclorum  nafcitur  ordo !' 

whereas  the  hinges  of  the  world  grate  as  they 
ufed  to  do,  and  the  old  faying  is  true  as  the 
trueft,  The  best  of  men  are  but  men  at 
best.  Certainly,  of  late  years,  the  panacea 
for  every  thing  has  been  Education.  But 
although  there  is  much  which  I  cannot 
cordially  aflent  to  in  many  of  our  modern 
educational  fchemes,  and  although  I  think 
that  lefs  than  perfe&ion  is  likely  to  be  the 
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end  of  the  prefent  movement,  I  fhould  be 
blind  to  good  and  thanklefs  alfo,  if  I  did  not 
look  upon  what  is  now  doing  with  fatifFadlion. 
Single-hearted  men  have  devoted  themfelves 
to  their  work  with  unfeigned  zeal,  and  their 
labour  of  love  will  not  go  unrewarded. 

*  Men  of  parts, 
Fit  parts  and  (bund,  are  rarely  to  be  met  with. 
But,  being  met  with,  therefore  to  be  cheriihed 
With  love,  and  with  fupportance.' 

"  You  have  often  heard  me  fay,  alluding  to 
that  paflage  in  Herodotus  about  the  Persians, 
how  from  their  fifth  to  their  twentieth  year 
they  were  inftru Aed  in  thefe  things  alone,  l  to 
ride,  to  draw  the  bow,  and  to  fpeak  the  truth,' 
— that  we  want  a  great  deal  more  pra&ical 
work  in  our  fchools.  If  poffible,  befides 
darning  and  fewing, — our  girls  fhould  be 
taught  fervant's  work,  and  our  boys  what 
belongs  to  their  calling.  Within  my  time 
there  has  been  a  great  advance  this  way, — but 
there  is  room  for  more.  But  thofe  who  will 
profit  moft  by  the  help  of  our  inftru&ions, 
muft  fteadily  help  themfelves.  c  It  is  aftonifh- 
ing,'  faid  John  Halifax,  cwhat  a  lot  of  odd 
minutes  one  can  catch  during  the  day,  if  one 
really  fets  about  it;' — the  faid  John  Halifax, 
Y  2 
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The  Old  Vicar's 
Wife  had  always 
the  upper  girls 
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that  the  girls 
were  in  conftant 
requifition. 
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when  he  made  this  pradlical  remark,  having 
read  the  Pilgrim's  Progrefs,  Robinfon  Crufoe, 
and  the  Arabian  Nights,  and  being  indebted 
to  no  one  but  himfelf  for  his  reading,  and 
writing,  and  fumming.  When  I  can  get  fome 
cheap  copies  I  fhall  diftribute  that  book1. 
The  ftandard  of  it  is  high  and  many  may 
profit  by  it.  Fletcher's  tracing  the  letters  on 
the  fand,  in  that  volume,  reminds  me  of  the 
hint  given  to  Dr.  Bell  at  Madras, — and  more 
recently  ftill,  of  Longfellow's  words  in 
Hiawatha. 

'Thus  it  was  that  Hiawatha 
In  his  wifdom  taught  the  people, 
All  the  myfteries  of  painting, 
All  the  art  of  pidure  writing, 
On  the  fmooth  bark  of  the  birch-tree, 
On  the  white  flrin  of  the  rein-deer, 
On  the  grave-pofts  of  the  village.' 

But,  under  any  circumftances,  and  whatever 
almoft  the  teaching  now  in  vogue,  none  can 
go  forth  and  fay  the  progrefs  is  not  confider- 

1  It  has  great  value,  becaufe  although  it  does  not  advocate  Church 
principles,  it  will  teach  many  Churchmen  to  look  inm  et  in  cute.  I 
could  not  acquiefce  in  every  word  of  the  volume, — but,  without  weigh- 
ing fyllables,  it  is  an  excellent  one.  I  do  not  know,  for  example,  that 
I  quite  underftand  the  words  in  c.  xxxviii.  "  The  wretched  life,  once 
beautiful  and  lovcrul,  was  now  ended,  or  perhaps  born  into  fome  new 
fphere,  to  begin  again  to  ftruggle  after  the  higheft  beauty,  the  only 
perfeg  love."  This  founds  like  Platonifm.  Again,  in  c.  xxxix.  in 
the  words,  "  which  fate  has  afterwards  pronounced  unjuft,"  the  word 
fate  is  evidently  mifufed. 
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able.  We  are  doing  what  we  can,  and €  though 
we  cannot/  as  Mrs.  Schimmelpenninck  wrote, 
1  give  the  rain  from  heaven,  we  may  thus  dig 
the  pools  which  are  to  receive  and  retain  it, 
and  make  them  ready  againft  .its  fall.'  Truft- 
ing  entirely  on  God's  good  providence,  and 
working  hard,  we  muft  leave  nothing  to  what 
the  world  calls  chance.  In  faft,  as  your 
great  favourite  puts  it, 

'In  the  reproof  of  chance 
Lies  the  true  proof  of  men.*  " 

And  he  added,  the  Cofhoo-nut  was  not 
brought  to  our  fhores  by  chance ; — 

"  Thefe  means  of  traniport  are  fometimes 
called  accidental,  but  this  is  not  ftriftly 
corredfc ;  the  currents  of  the  fea  are  not  acci- 
dental, nor  is  the  dire&ion  of  prevalent  gales 
of  wind." 

"And  thus,"  I  replied,  "you  bear  up 
againft  the  many  difappoijitments  which  every 
minifterial  labourer  in  a  Parifh  muft  put  up 
with.  Sooth  to  fay,  the  teaching  Prieft  in  Town 
or  Country  has  no  eafy  tafk.  Lucan's  words 
muft  be  the  motto  of  the  man  who  will  do 
good. 

'  Monftrat  tolerare  labores 
Non  jubeL* 
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For  as  my  friend  the  dramatift  has  it  again, 
€  You  fee,  gentlemen,  we  can  but  bring  our 
horfe  to  the  water :  he  will  choofe  whether  he 
will  drink  or  no/  " 

"  Every  day  brings  its  trials/'  faid  my  old 
Friend,  "though  the  building  up  of  the 
Chriftian  man, — which  I  will  venture  to  call 
the  true  fenfe  of  Education, — proceeds.  His 
progrefs  may  be  long,  like  the  building  of  the 
temple,  but  built  up  he  will  be  at  laft, — not 
neceflarily  this  man  or  that,  for  many  will  fall 
out  of  the  ranks  by  the  way,  but  Chrift's  eleft 
as  a  body.  It  is  limply  want  of  faith,  and 
contrary  to  nature,  to  want  to  reap  and  fow  at 
once.  Let  us  leave  the  harveft  to  God. 
Without  fuch  a  conclufion  as  this,  how  fad 
were  our  tafk.  For  how  often,  to  outward 
appearance,  is  the  toil  of  years  as  nothing ! 
When  we  think  that  we  fee  improvement  in 
our  fchools,  and  when  all  is  bright  and  fair, — 
fuddenly  there  comes  a  change, — we  know 
not  whence, — and  all  goes  backwards, — and 
the  '  Good  Counfail '  of  old  Chaucer  fpeaks 
home,  which  fays,  €  The  wreftling  of  this 
world  afketh  a  fall ! '  At  other  times,  when 
we  have  to  correct  abufes,  and  to  enforce  a 
proper  difcipline,  we  find  our  beft  endeavours 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


and  the  Down. 


thwarted  by  fome  low  Conventicle, — by  fome 
Mormonite, — or  by  fome  indifcreet  Plymouth 
Brother  who  at  once  takes  in  the  offender,  fo 
teaching  him  to  {ay  with  the  adulterous  woman 
in  the  Proverbs,  as  (he  eats  and  wipes  her 
mouth,  c  /  have  done  no  wickednefs.'  Thus  is 
it  that  a  bribe  will  lead  aftray  the  parents  of 
many  a  child  of  whom  we  had  great  hopes,— 
for  we  are  conftrained  to  acknowledge  that 
amongft  the  lower  orders  moft  have  their  price, 
— and  that  low  ftandard  is  only  to  be  got  rid 
of  by  ingrafting  Chriftian  Principle  in  its 
place.  It  is  hardly  to  be  conceived,  except 
by  thofe  who  have  not  noted  it,  how  a  lower 
grade  of  morals  leads  away  many  from  the 
Church.  It  is  thoroughly  inftanced  in  the 
Mormonites,  and  to  no  fmall  extent  by  thofe 
who  call  themfelves  Plymouth  Brethren, — a 
fort  of  people,  who,  if  they  really  carried  out 
their  own  views,  would  be  aftonifhed  to  find 
where  they  would  lead  them." 

I  ventured  to  hint  here,  "  It  is  comforting 
to  think  that  many  who  have  been  feduced 
from  their  mother  Church,  return  to  her  again 
when  excitement  is  over.  I  have  often  known 
thofe  lines  of  Chamberlayne's  literally  borne 
out. 
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Drayton's  Poly- 
olbion,  Song  the 
Nineteenth. 


'  Our  days  ended 
Unto  the  church  we're  folemnly  attended 
By  thofe  of  our  own  rank,  and  buried  bin 
Near  to  the  Font  that  we  were  chriften'd  in.* " 

But  the  Old  Vicar  fighed  as  he  faid, "  Many 
return  to  us  again,  it  is  true,  but  many  alfo, 
like  the  raven,  return  no  more  to  the  ark. 
And,  as  I  faid,  the  unfettling  of  their 
principles,  by  a  lower  ftandard,  has  the 
worft  effedls.  Indeed,  nothing  fo  much  tends 
to  deftroy  foundations  as  Se&arianifm,  e(pe- 
cially  where  minds  are  not  ftrong.  And  it  is 
curious  on  this  head  to  obferve  how  extremes 
meet,  for  weaknefs  and  obftinacy  are  quite  as 
compatible  as  obftinacy  and  ftrength  of 
purpofe.  I  have  a  remarkable  inftance  in 
view  which  it  would  be  painful  to  dwell  upon. 
But, 

'  'Gainft  lunatics  and  fools,  what  wife  folk  fpend  their  force  ? 
For  folly  headlong  rails,  when  it  hath  had  its  courfe : 
And  when  God  gives  men  up,  to  ways  abhorred  and  vile,  • 
Of  underfranding  He  deprives  them  quite,  the  while 
They  into  error  run,  confounded  in  their  (in, 
As  fimple  fowls  in  lime,  or  in  the  fowler's  gin.' " 

And  my  old  Friend  added — "Though  I 
did  not  quote  the  cafe  in  my  mind,  I  will  give 
a  clue  to  the  ftupidity  which  exifts  amongft 
our  uneducated  boors — uneducated  becaufe 
they  will  not   receive   education, — from   the 
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account  Livingftone  gives  of  the  Fifh-hawk, 
and  the  Pelican,  on  the  banks  of  the  Zouga. 
1  Soaring  overhead/  he  fays,  €  and  feeing  this 
large,  ftupid  bird  fifhing  beneath,  it  watches 
till  a  fine  fifh  is  fafe  in  the  Pelican's  pouch ; 
then  defcending,  not  very  quickly,  but  with 
confiderable  noife  of  wing,  the  Pelican  looks 
up  to  fee  what  is  the  matter,  and,  as  the  hawk 
comes  near,  he  fuppofes  that  he  is  about  to  be 
killed  and  roars  out "  murder  ! "  The  opening 
of  his  mouth  enables  the  hawk  to  whifk  the 
fifh  out  of  his  pouch,  upon  which  the  Pelican 
does  not  fly  away,  but  commences  fifhing 
again ;  the  fright  having  probably  made  him 
forget  he  ever  had  any  thing  in  his  purfe.' 
Such  is  ignorance  and  ftupidity  combined! 
And  who  has  not  noted  fuch  things  in  every- 
day life  ? " 

At  this  moment  my  Old  Friend  was  called 
off, — but,  before  he  went  he  pointed  out  to 
me  this  paflage  from  Bifhop  Berkeley's  Dif- 
courfe.addreffed  to  "Magiftrates  and  thofe  in 
Authority,  occafioned  by  the  enormous  Licence 
and  Irreligion  of  the  Times." 

c<  Man  is  an  animal,  formidable  both  from 
his  paflions  and  his  reafon ;  his  paflions  often 
urging  him   to  great   evils,    and   his   reafon 
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furnifhing  means  to  achieve  them.  To  tame 
this  animal,  and  make  him  amenable  to  order, 
to  inure  him  to  a  fenfe  of  juftice  and  virtue, 
to  withhold  him  from  ill  courfes  by  fear,  and 
encourage  him  in  his  duty  by  hopes ;  in  fhort, 
to  fafhion  and  model  him  for  fociety,  hath 
been  the  aim  of  civil  and*  religious  inftitutions; 
and  in  all  times  the  endeavour  of  good  and 
wife  men.  The  aptest  method  for  obtain- 
ing   THIS    END    HATH     ALWAY    BEEN    JUDGED 

a  proper  Education." 
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CHAPTER  XXX. 

The  Progre/s  of  Education,  and  our  Tranjition 
State. 

"  Thus  copioufly  to  write, 
I  do  it  for  no  defpite ; 
Wherefore  take  no  difdaine 
At  my  ftyle  rude  and  plaine ; 
For  I  rebuke  no  man 
That  virtuous  is,  why  then 
Wreke  ye  your  anger  on  me  ? 
For  thofe  that  virtuous  be 
Have  no  caufe  to  (ay 
That  I  fpeake  out  of  the  way/* 

"  Undoubtedly,  he  is  perfectly  educated  who  is  taught  all  the  will  of 
God  concerning  him,  and  enabled,  through  life,  to  execute  it  And 
he  is  not  well  educated,  who  does  not  know  the  will  of  God,  or  know* 
ing  it,  has  received  no  help  in  his  education  towards  being  inclined  and 
enabled  to  do  it." 

"  Nulla  aetas  ad  perdifcendum  fera  eft.  Erubefcat  fenedus,  quae 
emendare  fe  non  poteft.  Non  annorum  canities  eft  laudato,  fed 
morum  :  nullus  pudor  eft  ad  meliora  tranfire." 

"  No  man  can  attayne  perfect  cunnyng 
But  by  long  ftudy  and  diligent  learnyng." 

HE  following  curious  paflage  is 
from  Frederika  Bremer's  Homes 
of  the  New  World,  "  The  Indians, 
like  the  Greenlanders,  look  down 
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upon  the  white  race  with  proud  contempt,  at 
the  fame  time  that  they  fear  them ;  and  their 
legend  of  what  happened  at  the  creation  of  the 
various  races,  proves  naively  how  they  drew 
the  relationfhip  between  them.  'The  firft 
man  which  Manitou  baked,'  fay  they,  cwas 
not  thoroughly  done,  and  he  came  white 
out  of  the  oven ;  the  fecond  was  overdone, 
was  burned  in  the  baking,  and  he  was 
black.  Manitou  now  tried  a  third  time,  and 
with  much  better  fuccefs;  this  third  man 
was  thoroughly  baked,  and  came  out  of 
the  oven  a  fine  red  brown — this  was  the 
Indian!'" 

Take  another  rich  paflage  from  a  Refidence 
in  China  by  Peter  Dobell.  "  A  Chinefe,  who 
was  accuftomed  when  he  walked,  to  take  a 
book  for  his  amufement,  went  once  fome 
diftance  into  the  woods,  where  he  flopped  to 
read  and  to  reft  himfelf.  Finding  himfelf 
fatigued,  he  put  the  book  down  on  the 
ground,  and  placed  a  ftone  on  it,  whilft  he 
went  home,  but  forgot  the  book.  It  remained 
there  for  feveral  years,  until  every  part  was 
decayed,  except  twenty-four  chara&ers  covered 
by  the  ftone.  Thefe  a  monkey  afterwards 
found,  and,  not  being  able  to  read  them,  he 
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prefented  them  to  the  Europeans,  who  formed 
their  language  with  them." 

The  obfervant  Reader,  who  has  jotted 
them  off  from  time  to  time,  will  have  laid  by 
plenty  of  inftances  like  thefe.  Fabulous  or 
fuperftitious  it  matters  not,  —  they  fimply 
fhow  the  tendency  of  uncultivated  minds, 
ftill  admitting  the  advantages  of  knowledge, 
even  when  they  might  feem  the  more  to  dero- 
gate from  it,  in  profeffing  their  own  Igno- 
rance. We  may,  in  faft,  look  throughout 
the  whole  world,  and  we  fhall  find,  pretty 
generally,  that  thofe  who  fit  at  the  receipt  of 
Ignorance  difclaim  it  perfonally.  However 
fmall  their  knowledge  they  can  point  to  thofe 
who  are  worfe  informed  than  themfelves, — at 
leaft,  as  they  think.  An  argument  of  no 
fmall  force  is  to  be  raifed  on  fuch  a  conceflion. 

Then  again,  the  Power  of  Education,  as 
well  as  its  Progrefs,  is  to  be  well  watched. 
No  one  knew  this  better  than  "  Rare  Ben," 
as  notable  in  his  day  as  his  great  namefake 
(never  mind  an  odd  letter  or  the  weight  of  a 
fyllable!)  when  he  rolled  down  Fleet  Street 
from  the  Mermaid.  Only  obferve  the  words 
he  puts  into  the  mouth  of  the  fecond  Allo- 
brogian  Ambaflador,  ftruck  by  the  eloquence 
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u  Qui  toties 
Ciceroncm 
Allobroga  dixit.' 
Juv.  Sat.  vii. 
114. 


Vol.  iv.  503. 


of  Cicero,  no  lefs  than  by  his  felf-control,  in 
the  fearful  ftorm,  when  Cato  acknowledged 
the  power  of  heaven  to  be  above  all  confidence 
of  wickednefs. 

"  This  magiftrate  hath  ftruck  an  awe  into  me 
And  by  his  fweetnefi  won  a  more  regard 
Unto  his  place,  than  all  the  boifterous  moods 
That  ignorant  greatnefs  pra&fes,  to  fill 
The  large,  unfit  authority  it  wears. 
How  eafy  is  a  noble  fpirit  difcern'd 
From  harm  and  fulphurous  matter,  that  flies  out 
In  contumelies,  makes  a  noife,  and  ftinks ! 
May  we  find  good  and  great  men ;  that  know  how 
To  ftoop  to  wants,  and  meet  neccffitics, 
And  will  not  turn  from  any  equal  vifits ! 
Such  men,  they  do  not  fuccour  more  the  caufe 
They  undertake  with  favour  and  fuccefs, 
Than  by  it  their  own  judgments  they  do  raiie 
In  turning  juft  men's  needs  into  their  praiie." 

Analyze  the  fubjeft,  and  thefe  Allobrogians 
could  have  underftood  but  little  of  Cicero's 
eloquence, — but  Ben  Jonfon  underftood  it, 
and  left  his  own  fenfe  to  draw  the  inference 
that  if  we  would  be  a  wife  and  underftanding 
people  we  muft  be  educated.  The  words  that 
he  puts  into  the  mouth  of  Lanthorn  Leather- 
head  in  Bartholomew  Fair  only  point  to  fuch 
extremes  as  will  always  be  obferved  whilft  a 
people  is  in  a  Tranfition  ftate.  "  Your  home- 
born  projefts  prove  ever  the  beft,  they  are 
fo  eafy  and   familiar:    they   put   too  much 
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learning  in  their  things  now-a-days ;  and  that 
I  fear  will  be  the  fpoil  of  this."  Or,  to  put 
it  in  the  plain  forcible  language  of  Berkeley, 
"A  fimple  apprehenfion  of  conclufions  as 
taken  in  themfelves,  without  the  deductions  of 
fcience,  is  what  falls  to  the  fhare  of  mankind 
in  general.  Religious  awe,  the  precepts  of 
parents  and  mafters,  the  wifdom  of  legiflation, 
and  the  accumulated  experience  of  ages, 
fupply  the  place  of  proofs  and  reafonings  with 
the  vulgar  of  all  ranks.  I  would  fay  that 
difcipline,  national  conftitution,  and  laws 
human  or  divine,  are  fo  many  plain  land- 
marks, which  guide  them  into  the  paths 
wherein  it  is  prefumed  they  ought  to  tread." 

All  this  is  perfectly  true,  and  plain  pra&ical 
conclufions  muft  be  the  ftaple  always.  But 
at  the  fame  time,  there  is  now  a  great  advance, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  may  continue, 
and  that  with  the  increafe  of  education  there 
will  be  eventually  growth  in  grace.  Say  what 
the  adverfary  may,  great  wickednefs  and  great 
ignorance  have  ufually  gone  together. 

"  Thus  he  his  fpecial  nothing  ever  prologues," 

who  will  venture  to  deny  this  in  the  face  of  all 
hiftory  and  the  long  experience  of  ages  ? 
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And  it  was  on  my  remarking  to  the  Old 
Vicar  that  our  Tranfition  ftate  caufed  us  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  one  way  or  another,  and  that 
people  hardly  feemed  to  know  their  place,  and 
were  conftantly  ftarting,  almoft  madly,  from 
their  pofition, — and  when  I  added  fmilingly 
with  Gremio  in  the  Taming  of  the  Shrew, 
"  O  this  learning,  what  a  thing  it  is !  " — that 
he  added  gravely  and  ferioufly,  yet  with 
much  fatiffa&ion, 

w< Node  fie  mixtAfolet 
Praebere  lumen  primus  aut  ferns  dies.* 

cc  It  muft  and  will  always  be  the  cafe.  No 
great  improvement  even,  is  ever  introduced 
without  fome  for  a  while  being  thrown  out  of 
employment, — but  wait  for  a  little  while  and 
the  employment  they  feared  to  lofe  is  doubled. 
When  pedlars  and  packhorfes  left  the  road 
and  were  fuperfeded  by  heavy  coaches  and 
mail  coaches,  ruin  was  predicted.  In  the  fame 
way,  when  coaches  were  pufhed  off  the  road 
by  the  rail,  the  breed  of  horfes,  it  was  pre- 
dicted, would  be  extindt, — whereas  the  fupply 
at  prefent  is  hardly  equal  to  the  demand. 
And  we  all  know  with  what  alarm  machinery 
and  fteam  mills  were  introduced.  But,  where 
fhould   we  be   now,  or  what  fhould  we  do, 
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without  thefe  means,  and  helps,  and  appliances  ? 
Inftead  of  being  to  the  fore,  as  our  failors  fay, 
we  fhould  be  behind  all  other  people,  and 
going  to  the  bad.  But,  in  all  matters  of 
improvement,  far-feeing  men  work,  and  then 
wait  with  patience  for  refiilts. 

'  The  end  crowns  all, 
And  that  old  common  arbitrator,  Time, 
Will  one  day  end  it* 

"  Let  any  one  confider  what  I  have  faid  about 
improvements  generally,  and  he  will  find  that 
what  is  here  remarked  applies  with  double  force 
to  the  educational  queftion.  It  is  admitted  at 
once  that  we  are  in  what  is  called  a  Tranfition 
ftate,  and  that  many  find  it  difficult  to  fettle 
in  their  proper  place.  But,  look  well  to  the 
outriggers,  and  you  will  find  them  of  the 
weaker  fort — thofe  to  whom  a  little  learning 
is  a  dangerous  thing.  Had  they  more,  and 
were  they  better  inftrudted,  fuch  vanity  would 
pafs  away.  They  are  like  children  cutting 
their  teeth,  and  muft  have  allowances  made 
for  their  hours  of  peeviflinefs.  The  great 
thing  needed  is  a  good  guide, — one  that  can 
point  out  an  error,  and  corred  it.  Mean- 
while, our  great  danger  lies  in  the  weaknefs 
of  this  our  Tranfition  ftate.     It  will,  however, 
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pafs  by,  and  as  our  people  advance  in  true 
knowledge  (not  in  knowledge  falfely  fo  called) 
there  will  neceflarily  be  better  fubjedts  and 
better  men, — for  it  is  the  certain  foe  of  mifrule 
and  anarchy.  It  is  the  unlettered,  untaught, 
ill-fed,  and  unwafhed  democracy  that  is 
dangerous.  All  that  advance  in  life, — and 
this  the  better  educated  in  our  Parifhes 
ufually  do,  are  as  a  matter  of  courfe,  confer- 
vative.  They  have  fomething  to  lofe,  and 
therefore  have  fomething  to  keep.  Certainly, 
things  can  be  turned  to  different  ufes, — and  fo 
may  Education, — but  happy  they  who  can 
turn  them  to  the  beft.  For  inftance,  the 
Ottoc  Indian,  of  whom  we  read  laft  night  in 
Mohlhaufen's  Journey  to  the  Pacific,  has  c  the 
iron  hammer  of  his  hatchet  hollowed  out,  fo 
as  to  form  a  pipe-head,  from  which  a  thin 
tube  runs  up  the  handle,  fo  that  a  dangerous 
weapon  ferves  at  the  fame  time  as  a  fymbol  of 
peace.' " 

And  then,  all  at  once,  as  was  his  habit  of 
quick  tranfition,  my  Old  Friend  faid  with  a 
fmile,  "Cuftoms  of  one  country  extend  to 
another.  We  all  quote  Campbell's  ( Calumet 
of  peace,' — and  long  time  fince  in  this  country, 
to  fmoke  a  pipe  with  a  neighbour   implies 
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unity  and  concord.  Who  knows  what  might 
be  the  refult  of  a  Pipe,  like  the  Ottoc 
Indian's,  the  veritable  c  medicine  pipe,  hand- 
fomely  adorned  with  green  ducks'  heads,  and 
the  white  beaks  of  black  wood-peckers  V 
How  entirely  pacific  !  For  many  and  long  a 
day,  in  this  nation,  this  has  been  a  fubjedt  for 
inveftigation  and  rational  inquiry. 

'  But  that  the  fcambling  and  unquiet  time 
Did  puJh  it  out  of  further  queftion.' 

It  is  a  painful  thing  to  remember  that  when 
the  people  were  to  be  advanced  there  was 
always  a  lion  in  the  way.  Happily  thefe 
prejudices  are  dying  out."  cc  So  think  I  none 
fo  fimple  would  fay,  that  iEfop  lied  in  the 
tales  of  his  beafts;  for  who  thinketh  that 
JEfoip  wrote  it  for  adually  true,  were  well 
worthy  to  have  his  name  chronicled  among  the 
beafts  he  writeth  of." 

"  Depend  upon  it,"  was  my  reply,  <c  objec- 
tions to  advancement  have  never  been  wanting. 
What  elfe  but  this  is  to  be  colle&ed  from  the 
words  of  Hamlet  ?  c  How  abfolute  the  knave  is ! 
we  muft  fpeak  by  the  card,  or  equivocation 

1  Ibid.  p.  177.  The  reader  may  fee  one  of  thefe  ornamental  Pipe- 
ftems  in  Mr.  Paul  Kane's  Wanderings  of  an  Artift  among  the  Indiana 
of  North  America,  p.  402. 
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will  undo  us!  By  the  Lord,  Horatio,  thefe 
three  years  I  have  taken  note  of  it :  the  age 
is  grown  fo  picked,  that  the  toe  of  the  peafant 
comes  fo  near  the  heel  of  the  courtier,  he  galls 
his  kibe.'  But,  after  all,  the  mind  half  learned 
is  like  the  mind  half  travelled,  full  of  conceits 
and  ignorance,  and  it  is  no  ufe  flopping  at  a 
middle  point.  I  cannot  but  recoiled:  the 
words  of  Rofalind  in  As  You  Like  It,  c  Fare- 
well, Monfieur  traveller,  Look,  you  lifp,  and 
wear  ftrange  fuits :  difable  all  the  benefits  of 
your  country;  be  out  of  love  with  your 
nativity,  and  almoft  chide  God  for  making 
you  that  countenance  you  are ;  or  I  will  fcarce 
think  you  have  fwam  in  a  gondola!'  What 
an  exquifite  bit  of  fatire !  The  figns  of  the 
times  were  never  loft  upon  Shakfpeare!" 

The  Old  Vicar  continued,  "Perhaps  the 
matter  of  Education  is  more  difficult  to 
grapple  with  in  the  Country  than  in  the  Town. 
Inexperienced  perfons,  I  know,  think  otherwife, 
and  look  upon  country  places  with  a  fort  of 
Arcadian  view.  But  all  old-fafhioned  fwains 
and  fhepherdefles  are  pafled  away,  and  our  life 
is  a  hard  reality.  In  places  alfo,  like  the 
Sea-board  and  the  Down,  there  are  few 
except  the  Parfon's  family  who  will  look  after 
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Schools  and  Scholars,  and  fupport  Mailers 
and  Miftreffes.  The  confequence  is  irregu- 
larity,— notwithftanding  all  pains  taken  to  the 
contrary,  and  interruption  by  noify-tongued 
mothers,  who,  when  tired  of  abufing  their 
neighbours,  cry  out  againft  the  beft  teaching 
that  can  be  provided  for  them.  In  towns 
"there  is  little  or  nothing  of  this  fort.  The 
preflure  of  houfehold  affairs,  added  to  a 
conftant  emulation  for  precedence,  puts  a  ftop 
to  this.  And  then  again  there  is  the  total 
prohibition  to  intermeddling,  which  always 
works  well  in  the  end.  For  my  part,"  added 
the  Old  Vicary,  "if  my  Churchwardens, 
and  my  Farmers,  with  their  wives  and 
daughters,  could  find  time  to  aflift  me  a 
little  more,  I  would  be  anfwerable,  not- 
withftanding our  fmall  funds,  to  have  a  fchool 
as  good  as  could  be  poflibly  required  for  the 
country." 

Here  I  interpofed.  "  Lord  Clarendon,  in 
fpeaking  of  the  Praife  God  Bare  Bones  Par- 
liament, takes  occafion  to  fay,  c  that  the  major 
part  confifted  of  inferior  perfons,  of  no  great 
quality  or  name,  known  only  for  their  gifts  in 
praying  and  preaching,  which  was  now  pra&ifed 
by  all  degrees  of  men,  butJcholar$y  throughout 
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the  kingdom '.'  There  is  a  good  deal  of  this 
fort  of  work  now-a-days,  and  it  enters  into 
our  fchools  and  congregations,  and  unliable 
fouls  are  beguiled,  and  led  into  all  forts  of 
abfurdities.  I  confefs  I  fee  great  evil  in  all 
this,  and  I  by  no  means  fee  where  it  will  lead 
to.  Notwithftanding  all  the  preaching  that 
goes  on,  my  fear  is,  as  Berkeley  fays,  cin 
thefe  free-thinking  times,  many  an  empty 
head  is  fhook  at  Ariftotle  and  Plato,  as  well 
as  at  the  Holy  Scriptures.'  On  the  other 
fide  there  is  a  great  fmattering, — and  I  could 
fay  of  many  a  one,  as  Shirley  fays  in  the 
Conftant  Maid, 

•  Methinlcs 
Ac  every  wiping  of  his  mouth,  fhould  drop 
A  golden  ikying  of  Pythagoras  j 
A  piece  of  a  Machiavel  I  fee  already 
Hang  on  his  beard,  which  wants  but  linking  out : 
The  ftatutes  and  the  Magna  Charta  have 
Taken  a  leafe  at  his  tongue's  end.1 " 

My  old  Friend  paid  little  attention  to  thefe 
or  any  other  objections,  and  as  for  the  deterio- 
ration of  fervants  which  many  fpeak  of,  he 
faid,  "  That  objection  is  as  old  as  the  Plutus 
of  Ariftophanes 2, — and  as  I   hinted   before, 

1  Hiftory  of  the  Rebellion,  Book  xiv.  Vol.  vii.  p.  13.  Praife  God, 
he  tells  us,  was  the  ChrUtian  name  of  one  Barebone,  a  leather-feller  in 
Fleet  Street,  an  eminent  fpeaker  in  that  Parliament 

*  "  Xp.  Arjpov  \ripe7s'  ravra  yhp  ^/uV  irdvff  $<ra  vw\  KareAl£af , 
ol  0€pdTovT€s  ixoxMlfowtv. 
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when  any  great  progrefs  is  made,  there  muft 
be  a  tranfition  ftate.  It  was  fo  in  Greece  and 
Rome,  and  muft  be  fo  in  England.  I  cannot 
fall  back  upon  the/^r  niente  faying,  Nee  mala 
noftra  nee  remedia  ferre  fojfumus.  Our  remedy 
confifts  in  aftion,  on  right  principles,  and  in 
the  right  way.  And  you  may  depend  upon 
it  the  Progrefs  of  Education  amongft  the 
lower  orders  will  and  muft  go  on.  Eventually 
it  will  turn  to  their  very  great  benefit.  It  is 
not,  however,  the  work  of  a  few  years, — and, 
as  it  progrefles,  there  will  be  great  vanity, 
great  opiniativenefs,  and  many  wrong  notions 
taken  up.  But  let  it  be  fteadily  purfued,  and 
generations  to  come  will  reap  the  benefit.  I 
muft  ftill  retain  my  opinion  that  many  of  the 
objections  which  have  been  raifed  to  over- 
education  have  originated  with  the  under- 
educated  themfelves, — at  leaft  with  their  pre- 
judices. This,  I  think,  I  can  ftate  as  fairly 
as  moft  people,  becaufe,  whenever  I  have 
found  our  more  modern  fchools  erring  on  the 
fide  of  excefs,  and  when  any  attempt  has  been 
made  to  teach  what  is  needlefs  and  unneceflary, 
I  have  been  the  firft  to  fay  fo.     One  of  the 
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beft  fermons  I  know  on  the  Education  of  the 
Poor  was  preached  by  Butler,  Bifhop  of 
Durham,  the  well-known  author  of  the 
Analogy,  &c,  fomething  more  than  a  hundred 
years  ago.  He  had  the  cleared  infight  into 
the  matter,  and  his  reply  to  needlefs  objections 
was,  'Vain  indeed  would  be  the  hope,  that 
any  thing  in  this  world  can  be  fully  fecured 
from  abufe.  For  as  it  is  the  general  fcheme 
of  Divine  Providence  to  bring  good  out  of 
evil,  fo  the  wickednefs  of  men  will,  if  it  be 
poffible,  bring  evil  out  of  good.  But  upon 
the  whole,  incapacity  and  ignorance  muft  be 
favourable  to  error  and  vice ;  and  knowledge 
and  improvement  contribute,  in  due  time,  to 
the  deftrudtion  of  impiety,  as  well  as  fuperfti- 
tion,  and  to  the  general  prevalence  of  true 
religion1/  Butler  never  overftated  his  argu- 
ments, and  they  have  the  greater  force. 

"  Whether  or  not  the  exertions  now  made 
will  prove  as  effectual  as  many  feem  to  think, 
may  be  a  queftion,  and  I  am  afraid  there  is 
fomething  fafliionable  juft  at  prefent  in  the 
Educational  movement,  but  there  can  be  no 

1  This  fermon  was  preached,  May  9,  1745,  in  the  Parim  Church, 
at  Chrift  Church,  London,  being  the  time  of  the  yearly  meeting  of  the 
Children  educated  in  the  Charity  Schools  in  and  about  the  cities  of 
London  and  Weftminfter. 
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queftion  at  all  as  to  its  being  a  righteous 
means  to  a  good  end.  As  to  differences  in 
the  mode  of  teaching,  I  have  only  to  fay  with 
Milton,  €  Where  there  is  much  defire  to  learn, 
there  of  neceflity  will  be  much  arguing,  much 
writing,  many  opinions,  for  opinion  in  good 
men  is  but  knowledge  in  the  making.'  It  is 
a  curious  turn  of  expreflion,  quite  Miltonx, 
but  has  meaning  in  it.  To  him  we  might 
fay,  and  in  the  very  beft  fenfe,  €  Thy  mind  is 
a  very  opal !'  " 

"Provided  Education  is  not  miftaken  for 
Grace,  and  ufed  as  a  Charm  and  an  Amulet,  I 
am  quite  contented  with  the  movement, — and 
with  the  Tranfition  State  we  muft  put  up," 
was  my  reply,  "  and  vaftly  glad  {hall  I  be  to 
get  rid  of  fuch  perfons  as  John  a  Nokes,  and 
John  a  Stiles. 

cc  Though  not  a  Charm,  it  may  aft  as  one, 
and  I  would  inftance  what  any  one  may  read 
for  himfelf  in  the  National  Society's  Report  for 
1843.  After  the  difturbances  broke  out  in 
1 842,  which  threatened  to  difmember  fociety, 
circulars  were  addrefled  to  lay  and  clerical 
individuals  in  thofe  diftridls,  who,  €  from  their 
pofition  and  opportunities,  were  confidered 
likely  to  afford  corred:  and  full  information. 
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The  anfwers  received  amounted  to  about  1 50, 
all  from  different  writers,  and  all  tending  to 
eftablifh  the  fame  conclufion.  It  appeared 
that  in  every  cafe  the  effeft  of  education, 
whether  in  Sunday  or  in  Daily  Schools,  was 
falutary  in  proportion  to  its  completenefs. 
Wherever  means  of  Church  Inftrudion  was 
beft  provided,  there  the  efforts  of  the  dif- 
affefted  were  leaft  fucceflful.  In  whatever 
diftri&s  Church  Principles  predominated  no 
outbreak  took  place,  however  grievous  the 
privations  of  the  people,  except  in  cafes  where 
the  rightly  difpofed  inhabitants  were  over- 
powered by  agitations  from  a  diftance.'  This 
teftimony  I  confidered  at  the  time  moft  valu- 
able, and  I  do  fo  ftill,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  outbreak  alluded  to,  dangerous  as  it 
was,  proved  yet  again  how  evil  is  overruled 
by  good.  I  could  apply  to  it  thofe  lines  of 
Ovid's  in  the  Metamorphofes  when  fpeaking 
of  the  combuftion  caufed  by  Phaeton's  indifcre- 
tion. 

'  Incendia  lumen 
Pracbcbant,  aliquifque  malo  fuit'uius  in  illo.' 

Only  let  the  Progrefs  of  Education  work  this 
way,  and  we  may  think  lightly  of  the  minor 
evils    which    attend    our    Tranfition    ftate." 
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With  thefe  words  he  took  down  the  "  Lay  of 
the  Laureate,"  faying,  "  How  deeply  was  the 
nation  indebted  to  Southey, — and  how  much 
have  the  prefent  generation  been  benefited 
by  ftanzas  fuch  as  thefe !" 

"  From  nature's  hand  like  plaftic  clay  they  come 
To  take  from  circumftance  their  woe  or  weal ; 
And  as  the  form  and  preflure  may  be  given 
They  wither  upon  earth,  or  ripen  there  for  heaven ! 

"  Is  it  then  fitting  that  one  foul  fhould  pine 
For  lack  of  culture  in  this  favour' d  land  ? 
That  fpirits  of  capacity  divine 

Perifh,  like  feeds  upon  the  defert  fend  ? 
That  needful  knowledge  in  this  age  of  light 
Should  not  by  birth  be  every  Briton*s  right  ? 

"  Little  can  private  zeal  effect  alone ; 

The  ftate  muft  this  ftate-malady  redrefs ! 
For  as,  of  all  the  ways  of  life,  but  one, — 

The  path  of  duty,  leads  to  happinefs, 
So  in  their  duty  ftates  muft  find  at  length, 
Their  welfare,  and  their  fafety,  and  their  ftrength. 

"  This  the  firft  duty,  carefully  to  train 

The  children  in  the  way  that  they  fhould  go ; 
Then  of  the  family  of  guilt  and  pain, 

How  large  a  part  were  banifh'd  from  below ! 
How  fhould  they  love  with  fureft  caufe 
Their  country,  and  revere  their  venerable  laws  ? 

"  Is  there,  alas,  within  the  human  foil, 

An  inbred  taint  difpofing  it  for  ill  ? 
More  need  that  early  culture  fhould  control, 

And  difcipline  by  love  the  pliant  will ! 
The  heart  of  man  is  rich  in  all  good  feeds  j 
Neglected,  it  is  choked  with  tears,  and  noxious  weeds.** 
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I  was  delighted  with  the  words,  and  as  I 
went  down  to  wander  on  the  feafliore,  and  to 
liften  to  the  foothing  laugh  of  the  waters,  I 
faid,  'He  who  will  not  liften  when  wifdom 
fpeaks  fhall  never  be  wife  himfelf !' 

if  ' 
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CHAPTER  XXX. 

PART  II. 

Mufic  as  a  fart  of  Education :  Humanizing 
effe&s  of:  Pfalmody :  Hymns,  &c,  &V. 

"  The  reptile  race 
And  every  beaft  of  rapine  had  retired 
From  man's  aflerted  empire  j  and  the  found 
Of  axe,  and  dafhing  oar,  and  fiiher's  net, 
And  fong  beguiling  toil,  and  paftoral  pipe 
Were  heard,  where  late  the  folitary  hills 
Gave  only  to  the  mountain  cataracts 
Their  wild  refponfe." 

"  La  Mufique.  Luther  la  confidgrait  comme  un  art  qui  appartenoit 
&  la  Theologie,  et  fervoit  puhTamment  h  developer  les  fentimens  religieux 
dans  le  coeur  de  Thomme.** 

"  Mufic,  both  vocal  and  instrumental,  is  of  eminent  ufe  in  fetting 
forth  the  praifes  of  God  5  but  there  is  no  inftrument  like  the  rational 
foul,  and  no  melody  like  that  of  well-tuned  affections.  When  this 
mufic  accompanies  the  other,  the  facred  harmony  of  the  Church  is 
complete.'* 

"  It  is  the  little  rift  within  the  lute 
That  by  and  by  will  make  the  mufic  mute 
And  ever  widening  {lowly  filence  all.1' 

HE  Old  Vicar  was  a  great  lover 
of  Mufic,  without  being  verfed  in 
the  art,  or  any  thing  of  a  Mufi- 
cian  himfelf ; — and  he  maintained 
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that  the  improvement  in  all  our  country 
Quires  was  a  good  fign,  as  well  as  a  teft  of 
the  Progrefs  of  Education.  "  In  my  boyifh 
days,"  he  would  add,  c<  I  was  a  great  reader  of 
Cicero, — and  I  remember  at  this  moment, — 
old  and  grey-headed, — with  what  delight  I 
devoured  the  paflage  following  from  the 
Tufculan  Difputations.  €  Summam  eruditionem 
Graci  fitam  cenfebunt  in  nervorum  vocumque 
cantibus.  Igitur  et  Epatninondas  princeps,  meo 
judicio,  Gratia  fidibus  praclare  cecinijfe  dicitur : 
Themiftoclefque  aliquot  ante  annosy  cum  in  epulis 
recufaret  lyram,  eft  habitus  indoSior.  Ergo 
in  Gracid  mujici  floruerunt ;  difcebantque  id 
omnes ;  nee  qui  nefciebat  Jatis  excultus  doSrina 
putabatur.'"  Certainly  there  is  mufic  in  fuch 
profe ! 

We  know  what  is  the  influence  of  popular 
airs, — of  national  fongs, — of  fofter  founds  and 
cadences,  as  they  fall  upon  the  ear.  Hear 
what  the  palm  and  prince  of  Knighthood  faid,  ! 
— one  fitted  to  give  a  name  to  Nightingale  : 
Street, — "  Certainly  I  muft  confefs  mine  own 
barbarousnefs ;  I  never  heard  the  old  fong  of 
Percy  and  Douglas,"  (that  is,  Chevy  Chace, 
or  the  Battle  of  Otterburn,  equally  beloved  by 
Ben  Jonfon,)  "that  I  found   not  my  heart 
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moved  more  than  with  a  trumpet ;  and  yet  it 
is  fung  but  by  fome  blind  crowder,  with  no 
rougher  voice  than  rude  ftyle ;  which  being  fo 
evil  apparelled  in  the  duft  and  cobweb  of  that 
uncivil  age,  what  would  it  work,  trimmed  in 
the  gorgeous  eloquence  of  Pindar?" 

Who  loves  not  the  melody  of  village  bells, — 
or  of  cathedral  chimes, — the  very  "  poetry  of 
fteeples l  "  as  Ben  Jonfon  ventures  to  fpeak  ? 
Seem  they  not,  as  it  were,  to  proclaim  peace, 
and  to  fay  to  difference  and  diflenfion,  Be 
flilll  Catch  we  not  at  all  founds  which  lull 
the  mind,  and  tend  to  lengthen  tranquillity  ? 
How  very  home-coming  are  thofe  lines  of 
Beattie. 

"  Bat  who  the  melodies  of  morn  can  tell !  j 

The  wild  brook  babbling  down  the  mountain's  fide  $      | 

The  lowing  herd,  the  fheepfold's  fimple  bell  5  \ 

The  hum  of  bees,  and  linnet's  lay  of  love, 

And  the  full  quire  that  wakes  the  univerfal  grove !" 

Who,  indeed,  is  not  alive  to  the  diftant  mur- 
mur of  the  peaceful  fea,  when  it  holds  its 
fabbath  on  fome  fummer's  night  ?  who  liftens 
not  to  the  carol  of  birds, — to  the  fheep-bell 
from  the  Down-fide  mellowed  by  the  dews  of 

1  Sir  J.  Hawkins  remarks  in  his  Hiftory  of  Mufic,  "  The  mufic  of 
bells  is  altogether  melody,  but  the  pleafure  arifing  from  it  confiAs  in 
the  variety  of  interchanges,  and  the  various  fucceifion  and  general  pre- 
dominance of  the  confonances  in  the  founds  produced.1*  Vol.  iv.  1 52, 
4to. 
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One  of  my 
carlicft  recollec- 
tions is  of  Old 
Molly's  huf- 
band  lifting  me 
up  to  look  at 
the  moon,  which 
Achbar  was 
baying  at, — the 
dog  of  Colonel 
Wood,  who 
ferved  with 
Haftings  and 
Clavering  in 
India, — and 
whofe  MS.  of 
the  Rohilla 
War  is  before 
me. 
See  p.  373. 
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evening,— to  the  lowing  of  cows, — the  baying 
of  a  dog, — the  far-off  rattling  of  the  woods, 
— to  the  whetting  of  the  belated  mower's 
fcythe, — nay,  even  to  the  drowfy  hum  of  the 
fharded  beetle  as  he  crofles  our  paths  in  the 
twilight  and  befpeaks  the  next  day  fair? — 
Thofe  who  poiTefs  that  delightful  Book, 
"  Jefle's  Gleanings  in  Natural  Hiftory,"  fhould 
read  the  chapter  on  Rural  Scenery — towards 
the  end.  They  will  there  fee  the  influence  of 
found,  and  find  folid  matter  for  thought 
befides. 

We  are  all,  we  muft  admit — more  or  lefs 
influenced  by  fuch  things,  and  he  that  has 
no  love  for  foft  and  fweet  founds,  is  very 
frequently  devoid  of  tendernefs  and  mercy. 
What  child  does  not  remember  the  words  of 
Lorenzo  in  the  Merchant  of  Venice  ? 

"  The  man  that  hath  no  mufic  in  himfelf, 
Nor  is  not  mov'd  with  concord  of  fweet  founds, 
Is  fit  for  treafons,  ftratagems,  and  fpoils : 
The  motions  of  his  fpirit  are  dull  as  night, 
And  his  amotions  dark  as  Erebus : 
Let  no  fuch  man  be  trufted." 

Hence  we  need  not  wonder  that  among  the 
Greeks  it  was  a  conftituent  point  of  education, 
and  that  he  who  was  (killed  in  it  was  called 
/uowf jcoc,  that  is  to  fay,  a  clever  and  a  polifhed 
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man, — this  part  of  inftru&ion  giving  a  tone 
to,  and  abforbing  all  the  reft.  Hence  that 
gfeat  Philofopher  l  who  was  afraid  of  Poets  in 
his  Polity  was  a  lover  of  Mufic,  admitting  its 
mighty  influence  for  good  or  for  ill.  If,  faid 
he,  the  ftrain  continually  heard  were  naught, 
it  would  infidioufly  work  our  ruin,  and  poifon 
the  mind,  as  a  deleterious  herb  would  the 
body,  taken  in  little  by  little.  On  the  other 
hand,  were  it  good,  like  fome  breeze  bearing 
health  from  fpots  falubrious,  it  would  infinuate 
itfelf  into  our  very  nature,  when  heard  from 
childhood  upwards,  and  become  a  part  and 
parcel  of  our  fubftance  for  good. 

The  extraordinary  influence  of  Mufic  on 
the  mind  of  Milton  is  well  known,  and  it  no 
doubt  tempered  his  ftern  Puritanifm  till  the 
full  gufh  of  immortal  verfe  rolled  forth  in 
volume  like  the  rivers.  Who  can  forget  fuch 
lines  as  thefe  ? 


"  And  ever  agalnft  eating  caret, 
Lap  me  in  (oft  Lydian  airs, 
Married  to  immortal  verfe, 
Such  as  the  meeting  foul  may  pierce 


1  The  paflages  alluded  to  are  in  the  Third  Book  of  Plato's  Republic, 
u*lka  fd)  4v  Ktuclas  cftroVt  rp*<p6n*vot  jjftiv  ol  4>6\ax*s  &<nrtp  tp 
Katejj  j&orfop  K.T.I"  And  a  little  below,  ""Atnrep  abpb  Qipowra 
ikwb  yjpy\<rr$»v  rfatow  \ryl*ia*}  iced  tvOi/s  4k  rai&cov  KarBdvri  t/r 
6fioi6njTd  rt  scat  4>t\l<w  iced  {vfupwriav  ry  jraXy  A^yy  &yov<ra  j  ** — 
Vol.  vi.  421.  Ed.  Prieftley. 
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"Mufic,  I  fay, 
the  moft  divine 
ftrikerof  the 
fenfes."     Sir 
Philip  Sidney, 
Defence  of 
Poefy,  p.  39. 
Talboys. 


L'Allegro,  v. 
135,  Ac. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


354 


Paradife  Loft, 
iv.  685,  &c. 


At  a  Solemn 
Mufic. 
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In  notes,  with  many  a  winding  bout 
Of  linked  fweetneis  long  drawn  out, 
With  wanton  heed,  and  giddy  cunning, 
The  melting  voice  through  mazes  running, 
Untwifting  all  the  chains  that  tie 
The  hidden  foul  to  harmony/' 

Marvellous  founds,  no  doubt,  did  the  blind 
bard  hear  "  in  full  harmonic  number  joined," 
and  ftarted  by  "  heavenly  touch ;  " — to  him 
were  the  tenets  of  the  Pythagorean  fchool 
fomething  more  than  mere  fable  and  poetic 
fidtion,  and  he  would  realize  that  happy  time, 
before  the  Fall  of  Man,  when  the  whole  world 
was  in  harmony  with  its  parts,  and  mufic 
pervaded  the  univerfe,  neither  was  there  any 
grating  on  the  golden  hinges  of  heaven ;  but 

"  The  bright  Seraphim  in  burning  row 
Their  loud  uplifted  angel  trumpets  blow, 
And  the  cherubic  hoft  in  thoufand  quires 
Touch  their  immortal  harps  of  golden  wires." 

Perhaps  the  laft  poem  was  written  before  he 
became  Puritan, — but  endlefs  paflages  might 
be  quoted  from  his  other  writings  to  the  fame 
intent,  and  that  his  ears  drank  in  the  Mufic 
of  the  Spheres  is  evident  from  this  paflage  of 
the  Paradife  Loft. 

"  That  day,  as  other  folemn  days,  they  fpent 
In  fong  and  dance  about  the  (acred  hill ; 
Myftical  dance,  which  yonder  ftarry  fphere 
Of  planets  and  of  fix'd  in  all  her  wheels 
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Refembies  neareft,  mazes  intricate, 

Eccentric,  intervolv'd,  yet  regular 

Thefe  moft,  when  moft  irregular  they  leem  5 

And  in  their  motions  harmony  divine 

So  fmooths  her  charming  tones,  that  God's  own  ear 

Liftena  delighted." 

On  reading  fuch  paflages  as  thefe  the  effe&s 
of  Mufic  on  the  mind  are  readily  realized,  and 
looking  upon  its  tendency  to  foften  and  to 
ameliorate,  one  is  ready  to  turn  almoft  into 
Prayer  thofe  other  lines  of  this  great  Matter's 
in  the  Hymn  on  the  Morning  .of  Chrift's 
Nativity. 

"  Ring  out,  ye  chryftal  fpheres, 
Once  blefs  our  human  ears, 

(If  ye  have  power  to  touch  our  fenfes  fo,) 
And  let  your  filver  chime 
Move  in  melodious  time, 

And  let  the  bafe  of  heaven's  deep  organ  blow, 
And  with  your  ninefold  harmony 
Make  up  full  confbit  of  the  angelic  fym  phony.*' 

Thefe,  and  hundreds  of  like  paflages  my 
Old  Friend  had  at  his  fingers'  ends,  and  it  was 
a  conftant  remark  of  his  that  harmony  harmo- 
nizes >—  and  I  noted  that  he  had  confidered 
the  fubjedfc  much,  for  befides  having  in  his 
Library  our  great  Englifh  Authorities,  Sir 
John  Hawkins  and  Dr.  Burney,  he  had  a 
volume  of  extrafts  culled  from  Greek  and 
Latin  authors, — and  I  can  never  forget  his 
great  difmay  on  lofing  Thomas  Mace's  Mufic's 
a  a  2 
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orgja  of 
Bacchus' s  en- 
thufiafh.*' 
Hammond, 
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l.  e.  touting,  as 
upon  a  horn. 
See  Jamiefon's 
Dia.  in  v. 
«  To  Toot." 


Monument,  and  having  to  advertife  for  it  in 
the  Times.  It  was  on  recovering  it  that  he 
pointed  out  to  me  the  following  paflages,  "  I 
fhall  not  need  to  blazon  it  abroad  in  print  how 
miferably  the  Prophet  David's  Pfalms  are  (as 
I  may  fay)  tortured  or  tormented  and  the 
fervice  of  God  difhonoured,  made  coarfe,  or 
ridiculous  thereby  ;  feeing  the  general  outcries 
of  moft  Parochial  Churches  in  the  nation  are 
more  than  fufficient  to  declare  and  make 
manifeft  the  fame,  fo  often  as  they  make  any 
attempt  to  fing  at  thofe  Pfalms. — It  is  fad  to 
hear  what  whining,  toting,  yelling,  and  {breech- 
ing there  is  in  many  country  congregations,  as 
if  the  people  were  affrighted  or  diftra&ed  '." 

"  Thank  God,"  he  would  fay,  "  things  are 
not  quite  fo  bad  now, — yet  is  there  room  for 
great  improvement.  Strange !  is  it  not,  that 
man  fhould  mar  that  harmony, — that  fitting 
and  juft  proportion  of  found, — which  in  itfelf 
is  fo  divine  !  How  inftru&ive  are  thofe  paf- 
fages  in  Holy  Writ  where  we  read  that  the 
evil  fpirit  departed  from  Saul,  and  he  was 


1  See  "  Mufic's  Monument,"  pp.  3.  9.  Ed.  Folio.  1676.  This  old 
lover  of  the  lute  would  have  been  furprifed  to  read  in  Burton's  £1 
Medinah  and  Mecca,  "  The  lute  u  father  of  the  modern  harp.  The 
name  of  this  inftrument  is  a  corruption  of  the  Arabic  El  lla\  through 
Ttuto  and  luth  into  lute.**    Vol.  iii.  311. 
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refrefhed  and  was  well  when  David  played 
upon  his  harp  !  How  again  when  Elifha  the 
Prophet's  fpirit  was  difturbed  at  the  unholy 
alliance  between  the  King  of  Ifrael  and  Jeho- 
fhaphat,  and  the  King  of  Edom,  he  was 
foothed  by  the  Minftrel's  power! "  And  he 
would  add,  "In  former  days,  I  fufpeft,  we 
were  not  fo  unmufical  as  in  the  laft  generation 
or  two. .  Elfe,  why  fliould  Erafmus  have  faid 
in  his  Mori*  Encomium^  c  Britanni  prater  alia, 
formam,  music  am,  etlautas  menfas  proprie  fibi 
vindicant?'  At  all  events  the  learned  Sel- 
den's  Baptifm  is  thus  regiftered  in  our  Books  ; 
'1584,  John,  the  fon  of  John  Selden,  ye  Min- 
strell,  was  baptized  the  xxth.  day  of  Decem- 
ber.' I  think  it  is  Waller  who  fomewhere 
fays,  if  I  remember  the  lines  aright, 

( Angels  and  we  affiftcd  by  this  art 
May  fing  together,  though  we  dwell  apart* 

I  repeat,  however,  to  my  great  fatiffadtion, 
that  once  more  in  our  own  country  Mufic  is 
again  taking  its  place  as  a  part  of  Education, 
and  I  look  with  no  little  confidence  to  the 
humanizing  efFefts  of  it. 

( And  in  life's  lengthened  alphabet  what  uied  to  be 
To  our  fires  X  Y  Z  is  to  us  A  B  C 

My  old  favourite  Sir  John  Hawkins,  fays  in  his 
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Bafil,  1676. 


Owen  Meredith, 
Lucile,  Part  i. 
Canto  i. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


358 


The  Sea-board 


Polyb.  iv.  18— 
21. 


Preface  that  he  had  arrived  at c  a  full  convi&ion 
that  Mufic  was  intended  by  the  Almighty  for 
the  delight  and  edification  of  his  rational  crea- 
tures/ and  I  agree  with  him.  Under  this  im- 
preflion  it  was  that  he  put  forth  his  ftill  valuable 
volumes,  c  the  produce  of  fixteen  years'  labour, 
and  compiled  from  materials  which  were  not 
collefted  in  double  the  time '.'  It  is  ftill  a 
queftion  whether  St.  Dunftan  invented  Coun- 
terpoint, or,  Mufic  in  confonance, — if  he  did, 
we  by  the  Sea-board  and  the  Down  may 
remember  that  he  was  a  native  of  our  County. 
The  old  Furnaces  and  Hammer-ponds  ftill 
point  to  the  fmelting  of  iron  in  thefe  diftri&s, 
and  give  a  clue  to  his  conteft  with  the  Evil 
One.  Whenever  I  have  time  to  rub  up  my 
Claflics  again,  I  fhall  turn  to  my  Polybius  and 
read  his  account  of  Cynetha  in  Arcadia  (the 
modern  Cal&vryta)>  all  of  whofe  miffortunes 
he  attributes,  as  well  as  their  deformity,  to  the 
negledfc  of  that  mufic  which  tended  to  human- 
ize the  other  Arcadians." 


1  Dr.  Burney  fays  in  his  Conclufion,  "  I  have  at  length  arrived  at 
the  end  of  a  work  that  has  been  thirty  years  in  meditation,  and  more 
than  twenty  in  writing  and  printing.  Whether  I  have  been  too  brief 
or  too  minute  in  my  narrative  muft  be  left  to  the  wants  and  intelligence 
of  my  readers.  Ignorance  and  fcience  are  relative  terms,  and  the  fame 
book,  like  a  Dictionary,  may  at  once  contain  too  much  for  one  pur- 
chaser, and  too  little  for  another.'*     Vol.  iv.  684. 
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I  here  ventured  to  interpofe  that  "too 
much  muft  not  be  attributed  to  Mufic  in 
itfelf,  as,  in  all  countries,  there  has  been  a 
low  ftandard  of  morality  amongft  profeflional 
muficians  and  fingers.  Neither  Education 
nor  Mufic  are  Grace." 

"You  are  taking  up  my  words,"  replied 
the  Old  Vicar,  "  and  my  anfwer  fliall  be  in 
Dr.  Burney's  words.  They  occur  in  his  very 
fenfible  Preface.  c  I  will  not  overrate  mufical 
fenfations  fo  far  as  to  fay,  with  the  poet,  that  the 
man  who  cannot  enjoy  them,  is  fit  for  treafons, 
ftratagems,  and  fpoils ;  there  being,  perhaps, 
among  mankind,  as  many  perfons  of  bad 
hearts  that  are  poflefled  of  a  love  and  genius 
for  mufic,  as  there  are  of  good,  that  have 
neither  talents  nor  feeling  for  it;  but  I  will 
venture  to  fay,  that  it  has  been  admired  and 
cultivated  by  great  and  eminent  perfons  at  all 
times  and  in  every  country,  where  arts  have 
been  cherifhed ;  and  though  there  may  be  no 
particular  connexion  between  corre&nefs  of 
ear,  and  re&itude  of  mind,  yet,  without  the 
leaft  hyperbole  it  may  be  faid,  that,  ceteris 
paribus,  the  man  who  is  capable  of  being 
affefted  by  fweet  founds,  is  a  being  more  per- 
fectly organized,  than  he  who  is  infenfible  to,  or 
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offended  by  them/  I  think  that  is  a  very 
fair  way  of  putting  the  queftion,  and  fo  I  am 
content  to  put  it.  The  extraordinary  effe&s 
of  Mufic  I  muft  leave  to  the  Greeks, — modern 
readers  will  find  them  in  the  verfe  of  Dryden, 
and  let  them  not  pafs  by  Collins's  beautiful 
Ode,  of  which  it  may  be  faid,  in  its  own  lines, 

*  A  folemn,  ftrange,  and  mingled  air j 

Twas  fad  by  fits }  by  (farts  'twas  wild.' " 

The  influence  Mufic  had  on  George  the 
Third  is  well  known,  and  the  following  paflage 
from  Madame  D'Arblay's  Diary  and  Letters 
is  very  expreflive  of  it.  "  To  me,"  faid  the 
good  old  King,  "  it  appears  quite  as  ftrange 
to  meet  with  people  who  have  no  ear  for 
mufic,  and  cannot  diftinguifh  one  air  from 
another,  as  to  meet  with  people  who  are 
dumb.  Lady  Bell  Finch  once  told  me  that 
flie  had  heard  there  was  fome  difference 
between  a  Pfalm,  a  minuet,  and  a  country 
dance,  but  flie  declared  they  founded  alike  to 
her !  There  are  people  who  have  no  eye  for 
difference  of  colour.  The  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough aftually  cannot  tell  fcarlet  from 
green  \" 

1  Vol.  ii.  324.     Reprint     Long  after  this  chapter  was  written  a 
very  interefting  Article  appeared  in  the  Quarterly  Review,  entitled 
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Still  dwelling  upon  this  fubjeft  the  Old 
Vicar  faid,  "  I  have  always  been  an  advocate 
for  glee-focieties,  choral  focieties,  and  even 
oratorios.  An  objection  may  be  raifed  againft 
place,  arrangement,  fele&ion,  &c.  &c,  but, 
on  the  whole,  it  humanizes.  Depend  upon 
it  Boethius  was  right  in  the  heading  of  his 
Introdu&ory  Chapter,  Mujicam  naturaliter 
nobis  ejfe  conjunftam  et  mores  vel  honeftare  vel 
Hconvertere.  Shakfpeare,  as  ufual,  had  an 
intuitive  quicknefs  of  perception  when  he 
makes  Richard  II.  exclaim,  on  hearing  Mufic 
in  his  dungeon  at  Pomfret, 

*  Mufic  do  I  hear  ? 
Ha,  ha !  keep  time  \ — How  four  fweet  mufic  is 
When  time  is  broke,  and  no  proportion  kept ! 
So  is  it  in  the  Mufic  of  men's  lives. 
And  here  have  I  the  daintinefs  of  ear, 
To  check  time  broke  in  a  disordered  firing  5 
But  for  the  concord  of  my  ftate  and  time 
Had  not  a  ear  to  hear  my  true  time  broke !  * 

It  is  a  good  thing,  depend  upon  it,  to  intro- 
duce plain  finging  into  our  fchools." 

"  Popular  Mufic  of  the  Olden  Times."  The  following  fentences  are 
worthy  of  notice.  "The  mafia  that  constantly  Hock  to  receive 
inftru&on  in  the  clafifes  of  Mr.  John  Hullah,  prove  how  deeply  a 
defire  to  become  accomplished  in  mufic  has  penetrated  the  lefs  opulent 
portion  of  the  community.  Mufic  is  at  prefent  the  art  that,  par 
excellence,  is  loved  and  fupported  by  all  conditions  of  Englishmen  j  and 
though,  of  courfe,  the  love  is  in  fome  cafes  aflfe&ed,  fuch  affectation  is 
only  analogous  to  the  proverbial  homage  paid  by  vice  to  virtue  in  the 
Shape  of  hypocrify."    No.  cad.    July  1859,  p.  83. 
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cc  And  introduce  the  old  terms  again,  eh  ? 
— Trivium,  i.  e.  Grammar,  Logic,  Rhetoric ; 
§>uadrivium,  i.  e.  Arithmetic,  Geometry, 
Music,  Aftronomy?" 

"You  know  me  too  well  to  imagine  I 
would  introduce  the  jargon  of  the  Schools  into 
our  clafles, — but  finging,  to  a  certain  extent, 
fhould  conftitute  a  part  of  our  teaching. 
Milton  even,  in  his  letter  to  Matter  Samuel 
Hartlib,  c  Of  Education,'  fays  that  martial  or 
civil  ditties, c  if  wife  men  and  prophets  be  not 
extremely  out,  have  a  great  power  over  difpofi- 
tions  and  manners,  to  fmoothe  and  make  them 
gentle  from  ruftick  harfhnefs  and  diftempered 
paflions.'  It  is  one  of  the  fineft  touches  in 
Madoc,  I  think,  and  Milton  would  have  been 
charmed  with  it,  where  Tlalala  ftands  abafhed 
by  the  power  of  Mufic,  and  withdraws  from 
his  murderous  intent  on  Caradoc. 

c  The  Azteca  flood  over  him  j  he  knew 
His  victim,  and  the  power  of  vengeance  gave 
Malignant  joy.     Once  haft  thou  Tcaped  my  arm, 
But  what  (hall  fave  thee  now  ?  the  Tyger  thought 
Exulting ;  and  he  raifed  his  fpear  to  ftrikc. 
That  inftant  o'er  the  Briton's  unfeen  harp 
The  gale  of  morning  paft,  and  fwept  its  firings 
Into  Co  fweet  a  harmony,  that  fure 
It  feem'd  no  earthly  tone.     The  favage  man 
Sufpends  his  ftroke ;  he  looks  aftoniuYd  round j 
No  human  hand  is  near : — but  hark  !  again 
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The  aerial  mufic  fweils  and  dies  away. 
Then  firft  the  heart  of  Tlalala  felt  fear : 
He  thought  that  fome  protecting  fpirit  watched 
Befide  the  Stranger,,  and  abaih'd,  withdrew.1 

Such  influence  likewife  had  mufic  over  Eric, 
King  of  Denmark, — and  Gelimer,  King  of  the 
Vandals,  when  in  the  greateft  ftraits,  called  for 
a  harp  to  folace  him.  Indeed,  the  humbleft 
mufical  artift  in  our  ftreets  will  colledt  a  crowd 
•around  him,  and  command  their  attention, — 
and  the  little  foreigner  will  dance  for  joy  at 
the  founds  produced  by  his  own  fingers.  The 
Fatherland, — or  the  mountains  of  Savoy,— or 
his  cara  Italia  I  are  at  once  before  him. 
Again,  nor  Feaft  nor  Feftival  is  thought  alto- 
gether complete  amongft  us  without  Mufical 
founds  to  enliven  it.  The  Village  Club,  all 
but  bankrupt,  will  not  give  up  its  Band.  All 
this  tefts  its  power, — all  this  does  but  openly 
declare  that  there  is  a  chord  to  be  touched  in 
thefe  our  mortal  frames,  and  that  it  may  be 
touched  to  our  good.  Oldham,  like  Dryden, 
has  his  Ode  on  Cecilia's  Day,  andliis  lines 
have  no  fmall  beauty  in  them. 

*  Mufic'j  the  cordial  of  the  truthful  breaft, 
The  fofteft  remedy  that  grief  can  find  j 
The  gentle  fpell  that  charms  our  cares  to  reft 
And  calms  the  ruffled  paffions  of  the  mind  $ 
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Mufic  does  all  our  joys  refine, 

It  gives  the  relifli  to  our  wine, 

*Tis  that  gives  rapture  to  our  love, 
And  wings  devotion  to  a  pitch  divine, 
lis  our  chief  blift  on  earth,  and  half  our  heaven  above.**1 

And  thus,  converfing  often  on  the  human- 
izing effe&s  of  Mufic,  my  old  Friend  was  ufed 
to  fay,  "  Even  if  we  had  not  hiftorical  proof 
of  it  from  the  very  firft,  we  might  of  ourfelves 
have  concluded  that  Divine  Service  would  not 
be  without  its  aid.  The  Homeric  Hymns 
and  the  Hymns  of  Callimachus  tell  us,  (without 
adverting  to  other  remnants  of  antiquity,)  the 
fentiments  of  the  heathen  on  fuch  a  point; 
and  the  clear  teftimony  of  Pliny,  in  his  letter 
to  the  Emperor  Trajan,  acquaints  us  how  the 
early  Chriftians  in  Pontus  and  Bithynia  were 
ufed  to  meet  together  ftatedly  before  the 
morning  light,  and  fing  a  hymn  to  Chrift  as 
unto  God  one  with  another  amongft  them- 
felves '.  Such  was  the  extent  of  their  fault  or 
error, — he  knew  no  crime  attaching  to  them. 
Happy  that  time,  when  in  the  midft  of  fore 


1  "Adfirmabant  autem,  hanc  fuiflfe  fummam  vel  culpa*  fuse  vel 
crroris,  quod  eflent  foliti  ftato  die  ante  lucem  con  venire,  carmenque 
Chrifto  quafi  Deo  dicere  fecum  invicem."     Lib.  x.  Epift.  xcvii. 

See  Caii  Fragmenta  apud  Routh,— particularly  the  words,  VaXfxol 
8i  tffoi  teal  y8al  &6t\<f>wy  far*  tyxv*  &*b  xurr&y  ypatptTaai,  rhv  \6yov 
rov  0cou  rhv  Xpicrrbv  i>/xvov<rt  OtoKoyouvrts,  i.  e.  divinitatem  ei 
tribuendo.     Vol.  ii.  p.  8,  with  Notes,  pp.  21,  22. 
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afflictions,  and  deaths  oft,  they  had  the  heart 
to  do  fo !  Such  was  their  love  to  Chrift  that 
one  need  not  wonder  at  the  forced  confeflion 
of  their  perfecutors, 
c  Behold  !  how  these  Christians  love 
one  another!'" 
From  the  paflage  of  Pliny  it  appears  at 
once  that  the  primitive,  or  early  pradtice,  was 
for  the  whole  congregation  either  to  chant  in 
turns  or  to  fing  together.  It  was  the  decay 
of  this  goodly  cuftom  which  firft  brought  the 
Order  of  Singers  into  the  Church.  As 
Bingham  very  well  puts  it,  "When  it  was 
found  by  experience  that  the  negligence  and 
unlkilfulnefs  of  the  people  rendered  them 
unfit  to  perform  the  fervice,  without  fome 
more  curious  and  fkilful  to  guide  and  affift 
them,  then  a  peculiar  order  of  men  were 
appointed  and  fet  over  this  bufinefs,  with  a 
defign  to  retrieve  and  improve  the  ancient 
Pfalmody,  and  not  to  abolifh  or  to  deftroy  it. 
And  from  this  time  thefe  were  called  the 
Kavovucoc  ^aXrac,  The  Canonical  Singers,  that 
is,  fuch  as  were  entered  into  the  Canon,  or 
Catalogue  of  the  Clergy,  which  diftinguifhed 
them  from  the  Body  of  the  Church/'  And 
this,  in  fad,  as  well  as  that  prohibition  in  the 
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Council  of  Laodicea,  was  but  a  "  temporary 
provifion,  defigned  only  to  reftore  and  revive 
the  ancient  Pfalmody  by  reducing  it  to  its 
primitive  harmony  and  perfection  V 

And  it  may  be  noted  here  that,  in  ancient 
times,  in  this  our  own  land,  to  Jing  and  to 
pray  were  almoft  fynonymous,  fhowing  that 
Divine  Service  was  never,  or  hardly  ever, 
without  the  Chant, — rather  the  Gregorian, 
introduced  under  no  aufpicious  circumftances, 
and  denizened  in  Kent.  Indeed  the  chief 
part  of  the  Service  was  fung, — and  therefore 
to  fing  was  the  profeffion  of  the  religious, — as 
Sir  John  Hawkins  fays,  "their  employment, 
and  a  great  part  of  their  livelihood,"  illuftrating 
it  by  the  well-known,  and  generally  mifapplied 
words  of  the  Statute  of  All  Souls',  Bene  nati, 
bene  veftiti,  et  mediocriter  dotti  in  piano  cantu 2. 

1  Set  Bingham,  "  Of  the  Pfalmiftae  or  Singers,*1  Book  mil.  c.  viiL, 
and  for  the  Pfalmody  of  the  Ancient  Church  in  general,  Book  xiv. 

The  Council  of  Laodicea  was  held,  A.D.  367.  The  Canon  alluded 
to, — the  rvth, — runs  thus,  "  Tlcpl  rov  /i^  Bciy  t\4ov  riav  Kcorovut&v 
^oAt&v,  t«p  M  rhv  Hfi&coya  &Lvaf}aiv6vra)v,  teal  &*b  SipBipas 
\paW6vTvv,  Mpots  riyhs  .rpdWeiv  iv  4KK\v)o-l<f."  Beveridgii  Syno- 
dicon,  i.  459,  and  Notes,  Vol.  ii.  194. 

The  words  following  are  from,  a  note  in  Routh's  Relliquiae  Sacrse. 
"Bene  quidem  praecipit  concilium  Laodicenum  in  Canon e  penult. 
"Or  1  ov  Set  itiarriKovs  tyaKfiohs  \4ytcrdai  iv  rfj  4KK\7)<rla,  qui  in  Dei 
honorem  quidem  facti  funt,  public  &  vero  aucloritate  haud  fancid. 
Utinam  antiquo  huic  Canoni  hodierni  fideles  in  noftra  Ecclefia  AnglicA 
aufcultarent."     Vol.  ii.  505. 

*  See  Vol.  i.  387.  For  the  inaufpicious  Introduction  of  the  Cantus 
Gregorianus,  Vol.  iii.  63. 
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The  negledt  of  this  is  complained  of  by  Roger 
Afcham  in  his  Toxophilus, — "  where  one  hath 
learned  to  fing,  fix  hath  not."  I  may  mention 
by  the  way  that  it  was  regarded  as  a  qualifica- 
tion from  the  Demys  of  Magdalen  College, 
(fo  called  becaufe  they  were  originally  admitted 
to  half-commons  1)  that  they  too  fhould  "be 
verfed  in  grammar,  in  logic,  and  in  plain 
chant." 

"  Look  which  way  we  will,"  my  old  Friend 
would  continue,  "  and  we  are  called  to  devote 
our  voice  to  the  fervice  of  the  San&uary.  If 
we  make  melody  in  our  hearts,  and  if  our 
fouls  are  tempered  to  harmony,  then  is  the 
Divinity  enlarged  within  us.  And  if,  per- 
chance, the  voice  of  any  be  ill-adapted  for 
fong,  it  is  not  to  be  mute  in  the  recitation  of 
the  Pfalms.  The  plain  fong>  in  fad:,  which 
approached  neareft  to  what  is  now  called 
chanting,  was  moft  ufed  in  the  early  Church. 
'  The  louder  ftrain  of  the  hymn, — (and  I  pur- 
pofely  omit  the  ufe  of  the  term  prick-fong,) — 
a  human  compofition, — fucceeded  to  it,  or 
was  mixed  with  it.  But  the  one  and  the  other 
were  to  increafe  devotion,  and  it  is  an  old 
obfervation  that  the  final  Apoftafy  fhall  draw 
nigh  when  Pfalmody  fhall  ceafe  from  among 
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See  Nares* 
Glofiary  in  v. 
Plain  Song. 


The  Life  of 
William  Wayn- 
flete,  pp.  156. 
191. 


"  Ut  defint 
vires  tamen  eft 
laudanda  vo- 
luntas."    Ovid, 
Epift.  ex  Pont. 
III.  iv.  79. 


Hobbes  had 
"  alwayi  books 
of  prick-fong 
lying  on  his 
table,  Sec.** 
Letters  from 
the  Bodleian, 
ii.  623.     See 
Hawkins  and 
Nares  in  v. 
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men.  Whether  the  faying  have  truth  in  it 
or  no,  it  is  fignificant  at  leaft,  and  tells  how 
thofe  of  the  old  time  before  us  were  imprefled 
with  holy  fongs  and  pfalms  divine.  It  is  a 
fadt,  indeed,  not  to  be  denied,  that  in  all 
Churches  in  all  lands,  where  religion  and  reli- 
gious men  have  flourifhed,  the  Pfalms  of 
David  have  been  faid  or  fung  continually. 
'The  prophet  David/  fays  Hooker, — (he 
feems  never  to  have  been  fo  much  ftirred 
within  him  as  on  this  fafcinating  fubjeft,) — 
f  having  lingular  knowledge  not  in  Poetry 
alone,  but  in  Mufic  alfo,  judged  them  both 
to  be  things  moft  neceflary  for  the  houfe  of 
God,  left  behind  him  to  that  purpofe  a  number 
of  divinely  indited  poems,  and  was  further 
the  author  of  adding  unto  poetry  melody  in 
public  prayer,  melody  both  vocal  and  inftru- 
mental,  for  the  raifing  up  of  men's  hearts,  and 
the  fweetening  of  their  affe&ions  towards  God. 
In  which  confideration  the  Church  of  Chrift 
doth  likewife  at  the  prefent  day  retain  it  as  an 
ornament  to  God's  fervice,  and  an  help  to  our 
own  devotion/  True  it  is,  and  ever  will  be 
true,  as* having  bided  the  teft  of  long  expe- 
rience, that  'the  facred  harp  of  David  will 
ftill  have  the  effeft  it  once  had  upon  Saul ;  it 
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will  quiet  the  diforders  of  the  mind,  and  drive 
away  the  enemies  of  our  peace.'  Such  will 
be  the  refult  of  finging  with  the  fpirit,  and 
with  the  underftanding  alfo,  and  I,  for  my 
part,  can  readily  apply  the  words  of  Pindar  to 
Sacred  Mufic. 

*  A6£av  fxw  TiV>  &*l  ykdoacrq.  hjtSvas  Xtyvpas 
&  ft  idikovra  irpoWXieet  Kdkkip6ouri  wrocus.* 

"  The  mind  of  Luther  was  bold  and  im- 
petuous, not  to  fay  paffionate,  and  to  this  we 
owe  his  Hymn,  and  perhaps  the  Old  Hun- 
dredth \ — and  its  Mufic  might  well  foothe 
him !  So  that,  if  one  afk,  Whence  comes  it 
that  men's  minds  are,  as  it  were,  fpell-bound 
by  facred  fong?  the  anfwer  is,  Becaufe  God 
will  have  every  fenfe  and  faculty  of  the  mind 
to  laud  and  magnify  his  glorious  name !  And 
more,  by  the  operation  of  His  Holy  Spirit, 
the  fubtle  efficacy  of  Pfalmody  works  into 
our  heart  of  hearts,  purifying  by  virtue  of  the 
Atonement  all  earthly  dregs  and  drofs,  and  fo 
fublimating  mortal  mould  that  it  favours  even 
here  of  immortality.     Go  where  you  will,  and 

1  It  has  been  a  common  opinion.  Sir  J.  Hawkins  tells  us  that  in 
the  collection  of  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany,  Mr.  Richardfon  the 
painter  faw  a  picture  of  Luther  by  Giorgone,  playing  on  a  harpfichord, 
his  wife  by  him,  and  Bucer  behind  him.     Vol.  ill.  77. 

VOL.  II.  B  b 
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mark  the  man  well  who  delights  in  Sion's 
Songs,  and  you  will  moftly  find  him  to  be  of 
the  number  of  thofe  who  feek  the  kingdom  of 
heaven,  looking  to  a  righteoufnefs  not  in  man, 
and  a  juftification  not  his  own,  but  to  the 
mercies  of  God,  reconciling  the  world  unto 
Himfelf  in  Jefus  Chrift.  The  Spirit  leads  him 
on  to  holy  thoughts,  and  pfalm,  and  hymn, 
and  fpiritual  fong,  increafe  faith,  ftrengthen 
infirmity,  blow  off  the  afhes  of  dulnefs, 
cherifh  a  hope  that  knows  no  ihame,  draw  up 
the  mind  from  holy  and  heavenly  things  to 
heaven  itfelf,  and  that  blifs  which  lies  beyond 
the  veil.  Thus  was  Milton  imprefled,  when 
he  faid  again  in  the  Penferofo, 

'  There  let  the  pealing  organ  blow 
To  the  full-voiced  quire  below, 
In  fervice  high,  and  anthems  dear, 
As  may  with  fweetnefs,  through  mine  ear, 
Diflblve  me  into  ecftafies, 
And  bring  all  heaven  before  mine  eyes !' " 

Entirely  agreeing  with  Bifhop  Hall  in  his 
Contemplation  on  David  called  to  Court, 
when  he  faid, "  Pfalms  and  hymns  and  fpiritual 
fongs  are  torment  unto  the  Tempter,  and 
Mufick  to  the  angels  in  heaven,  whofe  trade 
is  to  fing  hallelujahs  in  the  choir  of  glory ;" 
my  old  Friend  rejoiced  at  Hullah's  clafles,  and 
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at  the  extin&ion  of  all  that  noise  of  Music  ! 
which,  in  its  literal  fenfe,  was  in  our  Parifh 
Churches,  not  only  ludicrous,  but  profane, — 
whereas  it  fliould  have  been  heart-ftirring, 
folemn,  and  devout ! 

The  only  fear  of  the  Old  Vicar  was,  left,  as 
extremes  will  meet,  modern  mufic  and  finging 
might  run  into  difplay 2, — juft  as  the  remifs- 
nefs  of  one  age  ends  in  Puritanifm  in  another. 
And  he  would  add  that  it  had  often  fo  done 
in  the  courfe  of  ages.  Not  to  mention  others 
of  the  old  fathers,  St.  Auguftine,  (whofe 
writings  had  fo  much  influence  on  the  churches 
of  the  Weft,)  has  not  forgotten  this  point. 
Indeed  he  alluded  to  it  efpecially  in  his  Con- 
feffions,  and  the  words  concerning  himfelf, 
after  he  had  feen  his  error,  are  remarkable, — 
"  cum  mihi  acridity  ut  me  amplius  cantus,  quam 

1  All  readers  of  the  Englifh  Drama  muft  recoiled  fuch  terms  as 
"  Enter,  a  noife  of  Mu/ic,"  "  A  noife  of  folemn  Muficy*  &c.  &c.  So  in 
our  Bible  Tranflation,  Ifa.  xxiv.  8,  "  The  noife  of  them  that  rejoice 
endeth,"  &c.  i  Chron.  xv.  28,  "  Making  a  noife  with  pfalteries  and 
harps,"  Sec.  Ps.  lxxxi.  1,  "Make  a  joyful  noife  unto  the  God  of 
Jacob."  And  in  the  Old  Verfion  of  Ps.  xlvii.  5,  "  God  is  gone  up 
with  a  merry  noife"  So  the  Greeks,  e.  g.  Eurip.  Iphig.  Taur.  1129, 
ktrr or 6vov  k4\jo$ov  kbpas.  Pind.  Ifthm.  v.  35,  vafKpwvois  dfio- 
Kkaus,  and  the  Latins,  e.  g.  Hor.  iv.  Od.  Hi.  17, 
"  O  testudinis  aurea* 

Dulcem  quae  ftrepitum,  Pieri,  temperas,"  &c. 
and  1  Epift.  ii.  31, 

"  Ad  ftrepitum  citharae  ceiTatum  ducere  curam." 

1  The  fame  fear  caufed  the  remarks  of  Erafmus  on  1  Cor.  xiv.  19. 
See  Warton's  Life  of  Sir  Thomas  Pope,  Appendix,  p.  426. 

B  b  2 
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res  qua  canitur>  moveat."  What  betided  fo  j 
great  a  worthy,  and  a  man  fo  holy,  might  well  ! 
happen  to  another, — and  it  is  well  known  I 
what  the  efFedl  of  Mufic  is  in  the  Roman  j 
Catholic  Church.  Nothing  indeed  is  fo  \ 
fedudfcive  as  their  gorgeous  Ceremonial.  And 
therefore  it  was,  and  becaufe  there  is  nothing 

"  Like  foftcft  mufic  to  attending  ears," 

that  when  an  organ  was  kt  up  in  the  time- 
honoured  church  whofe  miniftrations  he  ferved, 
— (he  never  allowed  people  to  call  it  his 
church,  becaufe  it  was  God's,)  he  did  his  beft 
to  guard  his  people  againft  an  error,  which 
creeps  in  fubtilely,  like  an  ague  when  the  fun 
ihines  brighteft,  and  all  feems  light.  With 
this  exception  he  greeted  Mufic  as  a  part  of 
Education,  and  acknowledged  its  humanizing 
effe&s. 

I  may  add  that  he  was  a  great  lover  of  the 
good  old  Pfalm  tunes,  fuch  as  Luther,  and 
Handel,  and  Mozart  loved; — and  when  one 
had  dwelt  over  long  in  praife  of  fantaftical 
voluntaries,  and  on  anthems  which  few  could 
underftand,  he  turned  to  me  with  his  happy 
fmile,  fo  full  of  benevolence,  repeating  die 
lines  that  follow. 
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"  Now,  good  Cefario,  but  that  piece  of  fong, 
That  old  and  antique  fong  we  heard  laft  night ; 
Methought  it  did  relieve  my  paffions  much  j 
More  than  light  airs,  and  recollected  terms, 
Of  thefe  moft  high  and  giddy- paced  times. 
Come,  but  one  rerie." 

I  clofe  thefe  remarks  with  an  extraft  from 
one  of  Antony  Farringdon's  moft  practical 
Sermons.  cc  We  are  told  by  thofe  who  have 
written  in  the  praife  of  Mufic,  that  it  holdeth 
great  fympathy  with  the  nature  of  man ;  that 
it  applies  itfelf  to  all  occafions  of  mirth,  of 
forrow,  of  company,  of  folitude,  of  fports,  of 
devotion.  And  fuch  is  the  wonderful  har- 
mony of  grace,  that  it  fits  itfelf  to  all  eftates, 
all  degrees,  all  fexes,  all  ages,  all  a&ions 
whatfoever.  It  will  labour  with  thee  at  the 
plow,  trade  with  thee  in  the  fhop,  ftudy  with 
thee  in  the  clofet,  fight  with  thee  in  the  field, 
and  it  keeps  every  man  within  the  bounds  of 
his  calling  and  honefty." 
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CHAPTER  XXXI. 

The  Regrets  of  the  Uneducated  in  after  Life, 
(Sc.  (Sc. 

"  Celerity  is  never  more  admired 
Than  by  the  negligent." 

"  A  man,"  faid  Jaacob,  "  can  rarely  be  more  enlightened  than  his 
neighbours  without  fuffering  for  it.  A*  this  auld  machinery  of  the 
world  creaks  like  an  auld  bellows.  There's  nothing  but  dclufions  on 
every  fide  of  ye.  Ye  canna  be  clear  of  a  fingle  thing  that  ye  have  na 
conquifted  for  yoorfel." 

"They'll  fay  whatever  ye  like  that's  marvellous,  if  ye'll  but  liften  to 
them.     A  man  o'fenfe  is  an  awful  phenomenon  in  a  place  like  this." 

"  Was  never  man  yet  furely  at  debate 
With  Sapience,  but  that  he  did  repent : 
Who  that  is  ruled  by  her  high  eftate, 
Of  his  after  witte  (hall  never  be  flient  } 
She  is  to  man  right  benevolent. 
With  walks  fure  (he  doth  him  fortify, 
When  it  is  nede  to  refift  a  contrary." 

WO  foreign  letters  lay  on  the 
Breakfaft  Table.  "And  who 
are  thefe  from,  I  wonder?"  faid 
the  Old  Vicar  on  his  coming  in 
from  his  early  walk — he  was  a  dew-bruftier, 
and  loved  to  fee  the  pearls  of  dew  uponTEe 
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grafs,  as  I  have  obferved  before — "let  me 
fee,"  he  faid,  adjufting  his  fpedtacles — "one 
from  Auftralia,  Port  Philip,  the  other  from 
Memel  in  the  Baltic, — the  latter  hand-writing 
I  know,  it  is  Andrew  Lawfon's,  —an  excellent 
boy  he  was,  but  fadly  idle — loft  many  advan- 
tages ! — Who  the  other  can  be  from  I  can't 
think — but  I  often  get  letters  of  this  fort,  and 
on  the  whole  they  are  pleafant  ones,  though 
they  ufually  contain  regrets  for  time  loft  in 
our  fchools.  How  many  may  fay  what  Prince 
Henry  (aid,  c  Well !  thus  we  play  fools  with 
the  time ;  and  the  fpirits  of  the  wife  fit  in  the 
clouds,  and  mock  us ! '  I  often  think  of 
thofe  words !     But  come,  let's  fee." 

As  the  good  man  read  them,  I  faw  evident 
pleafure  depifted  on  his  face, — and,  indeed, 
fomething  more  than  pleafure.  When  he  had 
gone  through  the  two  he  faid,  "  The  hand- 
writing I  did  not  know  was  from  Edwin 
Jackfon, — formerly  a  very  bad  fcribe, — but 
the  neceffities  of  the  times  and  the  gold-dig- 
gings, in  which  he  has  had  no  part,  have  driven 
him  to  penmanfhip.  I  think,  children,  when 
I  have  eat  my  piece  of  dry  toaft  and  drank 
my  tea,  you  would  like  to  hear  them,  efpecially 
as  Edwin  Jackfon  mentions  all  your  names. 
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There  was  always  fomething  very  open  and 
taking  about  that  boy,  though  he  was  not  a  whit 
more  induftrious  at  fchool  than  Andrew  Law- 
fon.  Perhaps  too  I  might  call  them  f  Pickles,' 
— but  they  were  fharp  intelligent  lads,  and 
took  a  fcolding  well.     Cleopatra  fpeaks  of 

•Myfcladdajs 
When  I  was  green  in  judgment,* 

and  fuch  were  their  fchool-days.  *  Thunder  I 
(hall  not  fo  awaken  the  beds  of  eels/  as  fuch 
are  awakened  by  the  after  experience  of  life 
to  labour  and  toil,  and  not  unufually  fuccefs. 
I  have  obferved  through  life  that  whilft  furly 
incivility  and  rudenefs  never  get  on,  *  Pickles,' 
who  are  always  forry  for  any  ill  behaviour, 
generally  do." 

And   the   good   man   drank   his  tea  with  . 
great  fatiffa&ion,  (remarking  only  to  his  eldeft-  ] 
born,  Edith,  *Not  quite  enough  green!'  for  ' 
which  file  fcolded  him,)  and  then  read  aloud 
the  two  following  letters,  which  fhow  as  great 
an  advance  in  Education,  as  thofe  numerous 
letters    from    the    foldiery    which    appeared 
afterwards  in  the  Times  during  the  unhappy 
Crimean  war.     We  owe  a  great  deal  to  the 
Times  for  thofe  letters ! 
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Andrew  Lawson's  Letter. 

"Memel,  16  March,  1853. 

"  Good  kind  Sir, 

"  With  this,  my  beft  refpefts  and  duty  to 
my  Old  Vicar,  and  very  kind  Friend,  to  whom 
I  oo's — "  (very  bad  fpelling,  Andrew  1) — "  all 
I  kndw,  and  all  I  am  likely  to  know,  by  the 
teaching  of  others.  Think  of  my  being  under 
teaching  now ! 

"  Some  ways  we  had  a  bad  time  of  it,  and 
feme  ways  not.  We  couldn't  get  up  to 
Cronftadt  no  ways.  We  put  in  at  Copenhagen 
as  our  tackle  was  out  of  order, — the  Naze  is 
a  nafty  place  to  weather, — getting  in  by  the 
Tic  Krone  battery,  I  think  they  called  it.  Will 
Cooper  had  been  there  before.  But,  as  ill 
luck  would  have  it  the  froft  grew  harder,  and 
after  waiting  a  while,  we  and  two  other  veffels 
had  to  be  cut  out  of  the  ice,  as  I've  heard  you 
fay  you  faw  veffels  cut  out  when  you  was  in 
thofe  quarters  \ 

"  Well !  we  got  out  of  the  roads,  and  made 
way  as  well  as  we  could, — but  it  was  of  no 
ufe  at  all — we  weren't  to  get  to  Cronftadt  this 
time.     It's  a  furprifing  choppy  fea  this  Baltic, 

1  This  is  quite  a  Suflex  word,  fo  ufed.  We  retain  it  in  the  Bible, 
e.  g.  Exod.  xiii.  7,  "  Neither  (hall  there  be  leaven  feen  with  thee  in 
all  thy  quarters."     Ps.  cv.  31,  M  Lice  in  all  their  quarters." 
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and  no  fait  in  it,  and  no  tide  or  next  to  none, —  ' 
but  is  very  green  in  its  waters  and  tranfparent, 
and  you  can  fee  to  a  great  depth.  But,  as  I 
was  faying,  we  couldn't  get  on,  and  was 
druv  "  —  (for  fhame,  Andrew  !)  —  Cf  under 
Bornholm  for  fhelter.  Well,  we  got  away 
from  there,  and  at  laft  put  into  Dantzic, 
where  they  have  a  likker  called  Dantzic- 
water  with  gold  floating  in  it, — very  pretty 
to  look  at,  but  give  me  fome  good  Suflex 
beer  inftead,  fay  I,  like  old  Mr.  Barker's. — 
Cap'n  faid  we  mufn't  flop  where  we  was,  but 
pufh  on,  and  fo  we  did,  but  when  we  got  up 
to  Memel,  where  we  had  no  bufinefs  to  be  at 
all,  there  was  no  getting  any  further, — and  as 
we  were  ftiut  up  for  the  winter,  I  determined 
to  write  to  you,  and  tell  you  all  about  it, — but 
you  fee  I  have  put  it  off  till  the  winter  is  paft. 
"  You  always  faid  I  fliould  repent  if  I  did 
not  work  harder,  at  fchool, — and  it's  juft  true, 
for  I  have  repented  ever  fince.  If  I  had 
worked,  I  fhould  have  been  a  Mate  by  this. 
But,  Cap'n  faid  to  me — (it's  all  through  Mr. 
Green  that  he  has  been  fo  kind  to  me,) 
c  Andrew,  you're  a  ufeful  chap,  and  do  all  I 
tell  you.  It's  never  too  late  to  learn,  and 
thefe  rough  days  and  long  nights,  you  may 
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be  getting  on  with  Navigation.'  And  this  is 
juft  what  I'm  doing,  and  working  as  hard  as  I 
can,  and  I  hope  I  fhall  do  fomething. — But 
what,  with  my  duty,  I  wants " — (bad  again, 
Andrew) — "  you  to  do,  is  to  tell  this  in  the 
School.  They  as  have  all  opportunities  of 
learning  might  profit  by  it. 

"  It's  wonderful  the  timber  that  lies  here — 
it  comes  down  the  Namen  (i.  e.  the  Niemen,) 
in  fuch  rafts  as  never  was  feen.  I  heard  you 
once  tell  of  the  faw-mills  at  the  Trollhatta 
Falls  in  Norway, — they  are  wonderful  big 
here.  Thofe  balks  of  timber  I  ufed  to  fee 
lying  in  the  water  at  Shoreham,  fattened  and 
grappled  together,  are  but  chips  compared 
with  thofe  we  have  here.  They  muft  be 
thinning  their  forefts,  I  reckon. 

"  Cap'n  fays  he  can  give  me  no  more  time, 
fo  with  my  duty  to  the  lady,  and  the  children, 
and  beft  regards  to  all  inquiring  Friends — be 
fure  I  have  found  out  what  it  is  to  lofe  time 
at  fchool,  where  one  pays  nothing  for  learning. 
And,  Sir,  I  have  never  forgot  thofe  lines  you 
taught  us. 

"  Yours  to  command, 

and  with  all  obedience, 

"Andrew  Lawson, 
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"P.S.  There's  a  wonderful  great  black 
bear  in  a  timber-yard  clofe  by, — and  they  tell 
me  that  bear's  hams  are  not  uncommon.  I 
have  alfo  feen  a  good  many  Capercailzies  hung 
up  frozen,  and  what  they  call  Ryper, — a  white 
fort  of  groufe." 

The  lines  alluded  to,  if  I  recoiled  aright, 
were  from  Drummond  of  Hawthornden's 
Poems. 

**  Who  do  in  good  delight, 
That  fovereign  juftice  ever  doth  reward  j 
And  though  fbmetime  it  fmite, 
Yet  it  doth  them  regard  j 
For  er'n  amidft  their  grief 
They  find  a  ftrong  relief, 
And  death  itfelf  can  work  them  no  defpite. 
Again  in  evil  who  do  joy, 
And  do  in  it  grow  old, 

In  midft  of  mirth  are  charg'd  with  fin's  annoy, 
Which  is  in  conference  fcroll'd  5 
And  when  their  life's  frail  thread  is  cut  by  time, 
They  punUhment  find  equal  to  each  crime." 

The  Ryper  he  mentions  is  evidently  the 
Fyall-ripa,  or,  Dal-ripa  of  Scandinavia — that 
is,  our  Ptarmigan.  Great  quantities  ufed  to 
be  fent  to  the  London  market  from  Dram- 
men,  Bergen,  and  Drontheim.  I  fhould  add 
that  all  I  have  done  in  Andrew's  letter  and  in 
the  one  which  follows,  is  to  break  it  up  into 
paragraphs.  The  originals,  of  courfe,  have 
not  a  fingle  break  from  one  end  to  the  other. 
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Edwin  Jackson's  Letter. 

"Port  Philip,  28th  Nov.,  185a. 

"  Honour'd  Sir, 

"  This  is  to  thank  you  again  for  what  you 
have  done  for  me,  and  particularly  for  dis- 
tributing the  little  monies.  SinCe  I  wrote 
laft,  I  have  left  Moreton-bay,  as  I  thought  I 
could  do  better  elfewhere.  But  thofe  there 
concerned  in  the  whale-fifhing  needed  not  to 
be  ruined  by  the  New  Zealanders.  There  is 
room  for  both. 

"Since  my  laft  letter  wonderful  things  have 
come  to  pafs,  and  the  country's  full  of  gold. 
They  fay  it's  to  be  found  in  lumps,  which  they 
call  nuggets.  But  it's  terrible  flaving,  and 
I  couldn't  ftand  the  work  of  the  diggings. 
Good,  kind  Sir,  if  I  had  only  followed  your 
advice,  and  made  myfelf  a  better  fcholar,  I 
might  have  held  one  of  the  very  beft  places 
in  a  merchant's  or  a  banker's  office.  How- 
ever, I'm  doing  fairly  as  it  is,  and  have  no 
caufe  to  complain  of  my  lot,  for  all  the  clerks 
that  can  get  off  are  gone  to  the  diggings,  and 
houfes  are  obliged  to  put  up  with  poorer 
hands,  fuch  as  mine.  Poor  Mr.  Ruff, — he 
ufed  to  fcold  me  fadly  for  my  careleflhefs,  and 
I  deferved  it, — but  he  perfevered,  and  made 
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me  do  fomething.  I  often  think  of  him. 
He  did  his  duty  always,  and  will  have  his 
reward  ]. 

"It's  all  topfy-turveyhood  here  now,  and 
it's  aftonifhing  what  ladies  and  gentlemen  have 
to  do.  In  many  places  they  muft  waih  their 
own  houfes,  and  clothes,  and  chop  their  own 
wood.  But  you'll  have  feen  all  this  in  the 
papers, — anyways  ours  here  are  full  of  it,  and 
it's  quite  true.  I'd  often  heard  of  the  fhep- 
herds,— one  old  Macgregor  particularly, — and 
of  the  convi&s  picking  up  bits  of  gold,  and 
felling  them  at  Sydney.  They  fay  a  black 
fliepherd  belonging  to  the  Murrambidgee  has 
found  a  wonderful  lump.  Will  Bufhby  faid 
he  heard  it  weighed  a  hundred  pounds.  But 
this  I  think  cannot  anyhow  be  true  *. 

"  You  afked  me  to  tell  you  a  little  about 
Natural  Hiftory,  animals  and  trees,  and 
things,  which  you  was  always  very  fond  of, 
and  knew  every  thing  about.  I  am  forry  I 
don't  know  fo  much  as  I  ought.  It's  all  of 
my  own  fault. 

1  A  faithful  Schoolmafter  by  the  Sxa-board  and  the  Down,  who 
worked  hard  for  four  and  thirty  years.     It  could  never  be  faid  of  him, 
"  S*fx  in  magiftrum  JceUra  re&erunt  fua" 

Senec.  Thyeft.  v.  311. 
1  It  turned  out  to  be  pretty  near  the  truth.     1  forget  the  real 
weight 
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"  The  chief  of  the  timber  is  called  Clippus, 
or  fomething  like  it," — (evidently  my  corre- 
fpondent  means  the  genus  Eucalyptus,  or  gum- 
tree,) — "  and  they  ufe  it  for  every  thing,  as 
you  ufed  to  tell  us  the  Arabs  ufed  the  Cocoa- 
nut  tree.  The  ferns  is  wonderful,  and  fuch 
thirties  you  never  heard  of, — no  thanks  to  the 
Englifhman  who  brought  them  over !  Then 
again,  though  I  am  a  SufTex  man,  and  have 
feen  goodifh  wheat  in  my  time,  I  muft  fay 
the  maize  and  the  wheat  here  is  furprifing, 
and  by  and  by  we  fhall  have  fome  good  wine. 
Some  vines  I  faw  at  Coulftoun  were  wonderful 
produdtive,  but  the  kind  gentleman  who 
fhowed  them  me,  a  Mr.  Browne,  who  had 
(pent  his  boyhood  at  Bourdeaux,  faid  they 
were  not  quite  ready  for  the  Englifh  market 
yet\  His  wife  was  a  fpecimen  of  what  a 
perfect  lady  can  turn  her  hand  to  when  called 
upon.  She  had  worked  all  the  fruit  trees. 
God  blefs  them  !  they  were  fo  kind  to  me  on 

1  He  added  humoroufly—(MS.  Letter) — We  muft  not  have  it  faid 
:he  Catawba  Wu 


of  ours,  as  of  the 


we, 
"  To  the  fewers  and  finks 

With  all  fuch  drinks, 
And  after  them  tumble  the  mixer : 
For  a  poifon  malign 
Is  fuch  Borgia  wine, 
Or  at  bcft  but  a  Devils*  Elixir." 

Catawba  Wine. 
Miles  Standiih,  &c.  p.  109. 
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My  Friend  Mr. 
Whitty  cor- 
roborated this 
ftatement.     He 
told  me  he  had 
feen  it. 


hearing  your  name.     But  it's  their  nature, — 
they're  kind  to  every  body ! 

"  I  muftn't  forget  to  tell  you  that  on  one 
of  my  journeys  I  faw  the  natives  throw  the 
boomerangs — a  very  dangerous  instrument  in 
unfkilled  hands,  for  it  is  apt  to  return  and  hit 
the  thrower.  But  the  natives  are  fo  clever 
that  they  can  make  it  fall  at  their  very  feet. 
I  quite  recoiled  the  one  you  had,  made  of 
mahogany.  I  was  nearly  bit  to  pieces  by  the 
mofquitos,  in  getting  a  fight  of  it.  On  this 
expedition  I  faw  a  Dingo,  or  Native  Dog. 
He  fcarcely  barks,  and  very  often  pretends  to 
be  dead,  and  will  float  ever  fo  far  down  a 
river  till  he  thinks  he  is  out  of  fight  of  his 
purfuers.  I  alfo  heard  the  bird  that  they  call 
the  laughing  jackq/s\  a  great  big  fort  of  wood- 

1  The  Bird  alluded  to  by  my  friend  Edwin  is  the  Dacelo  Gigantea. 
It  is  thus  defcribed  in  the  Traveller's  Library,  "  This  bird  is  of  a  black 
and  grey  colour,  with  little  or  no  tail,  and  a  head  and  beak  enormoufly 
difproportioned  to  the  fize  of  the  body, — altogether  a  curiou/ly  ugly 
and  ftrange-looking  fellow.  But,  his  chant— frequently  kept  up  for  a 
lengthened  period  in  fucceflion—  is  the  moil  laughter-provoking  of 
founds.  It  is,  indeed,  impoflible  to  hear  with  a  grave  &ce  the  jocu- 
larities of  this  feathered  jefter.  He  commences  by  a  low  cackling 
found,  gradually  growing  louder,  like  that  of  a  hen  in  a  fufs.  Then, 
fuddenly  changing  his  note,  he  fo  clofely  imitates  Punch's  penny 
trumpet,  that  you  would  almoft  fwear  it  was  indeed  the  jolly  roo-too- 
too  of  that  public  favourite  you  heard.  Next  comes  the  prolonged  bray 
of  an  afs,  done  to  life,  followed  by  an  articulate  exclamation,  apparently 
addrefFed  to  the  liftener,  founding  very  like  *  Oh !  what  a  Guy !  *  and  the 
whole  winds  up  with  a  fupprefTed  chuckle,  ending  in  an  uproarious 
burft  of  laughter,  which  is  joined  in  by  a  dozen  others  hitherto  fitting 
filent."     (Col.  Muhdy,  Our  Antipodes.)      "  The  ftrangeft  and  moft 
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pecker  he  feems  like,  and  for  the  life  o'me  I 
couldn't  help  laughing  till  my  fides  were  fore. 
One  cannot  help  thinking  he's  mocking  at 
onefelf.  It's  odd  that  though  the  gnats  bite 
fo  bad,  they  have  tees  without  ftings,  like 
what  we  ufed  to  call  the  ground-bees  in 
England,  which  were  fo  troublefome  in  the 
turf. 

"My  duty  to  Mr.  Henry,  and  Mifs,  and 
Mifs  Pelley,  and  Mafter  John,  and  pleafe  tell 
Mr.  Henry  he  wouldn't  at  all  like  cherries 
here, — they're  poor  things,  with  the  ftone  on 
the  outfide.  He  was  fo  fond  of  cherries! 
What  they  call  the  geebury  plum,  and  xkizfive 
corners  is  fomething  better, — not  much.  I'd 
as  foon  have  fome  fervice-berries  from  the 
hedge  under  the  Down  between  Salvington 
and  Findon. 

"  And  fo,  with  my  beft  remembrances  to  all 
inquirers,  and  hoping  you  will  excufe  my 
poor  fort  of  a  letter, 

"  I  remain,  as  in  duty  always, 
"  Yours,  greatly  obliged, 
"  Edwin  Jackson. 

provoking  part  of  the  matter  it,  that  the  hearer  can  fcarcely  avoid 
interpreting  the  jocularities  in  a  perfonal  fenfe,  and  feels  in  fpite  of 
rcafoning,— as  though  he  were  being  intentionally  quizzed  by  this 
feathered  humourift."    Auftralian  Colonies,  c.  vii.  p.  83. 
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"P.S.  As  you  was  always  fond  of  queer 
birds  and  animals,  I  hope  you  will  not  take 
it  amifs  that  I  fend  you  a  furprifing  queer 
crittr  (Jsc).  It's  got  the  fkin  of  the  otter, 
a  beaver's  tail,  has  a  bill  like  a  duck  in  the 
Church-pond,  and  lays  eggs1." 

When  the  Old  Vicar  had  read  thefe  letters, 
I  remarked  "  that  if  the  emigrants  from  our 
Parifhes  could  write  fuch  letters  as  thefe,  there 
muft,  notwithftanding  all  drawbacks,  be  a 
moft  decided  progrefs.  The  expreffions  of 
regard  are  delightful." 

He  prefently  replied,  "I  am  always,  either 
by  word  of  mouth  from  relatives  and  friends, 
or  by  letter,  receiving  the  regrets  of  the  un- 
educated,— but  Andrew  Lawfon's  and  Edwin 
Jackfon's  letters  are  fome  of  the  very  beft  I 
have  ever  had.  They  give  me  much  pleafure. 
At  the  fame  time  I  muft  fay,  that  although 
they  were  'pickles?  (I  never  could  help 
liking  'pickles,')  and  provokingly  idle,  there 
was  a  fpirit  of  adventure  in  them,  and  they 
cannot  fail  to  get  on.  Thofe  who,  as  they 
quit  boyhood,  having  found  out  their  error, 


1  This  was  evidently  the  Ormthorhynchta  Paradoxus^  or  Platypia.  It 
never  came  to  hand.  My  beautiful  fpecimen  is  from  my  rnend  Mr. 
Whitty. 
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endeavour  to  make  the  moft  of  their  time, 
will  always  do  much  with  it.  c  Oh !  for  me,' 
faid  Queen  Charlotte  to  Mifs  Burney  in  her 
foreign  idiom,  c  I  am  always  quarrelling  with 
time.  It  is  fo  fhort  to  do  fbmething,  and  fo 
long  to  do  nothing.'  All  I  can  do,  in  my 
place,  is  to  anticipate  after  regrets  by  timely 
warnings. 

*  Now,  'tis  the  fpring,  and  weeds  are  {hallow  rooted  j 
Suffer  them  now,  and  they'll  overgrow  the  garden, 
And  choke  the  herbs  for  want  of  husbandry.' 

As  I  have  often  faid  to  you,  the  more  we  can 
get  our  people  out  into  the  world  the  better. 
To  live  continually  on  the  fame  fpot  is  not 
good  for  our  people  in  general.  By  fo  doing, 
at  leaft  by  the  Sea-board  and  the  Down, 
they  intermarry  to  fuch  an  extent  as  to  intro- 
duce hereditary  difeafe,  to  fay  nothing  of  other 
incidental  evils,  perhaps  worfe.  The  bees  leave 
the  hive,  and  the  birds  leave  the  neft,  and  fo 
muft  our  people  too  leave  their  homes,  at  times. 
There's  no  fear  that  thofe  who  make  a  frefh 
ftart  in  life  will  ever  forget  their  birth-place. 
There  is  a  fpell  in  the  name  of  home  which 
no  true  South  Saxon  ever  relinquifhes.  When 
I  look  upon  many  idlers  and  runagates,  I  wifh 
I  was  not  obliged  to  fay  with  Crabbe, 
c  c  2 
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*  And  here  Saint  Monday's  worthy  votaries  live, 
In  all  the  joys  that  ale  and  (kittles  give.' " 

I  ventured  to  interpofe,  by  repeating  fome 
lines  from  Beaumont  and  Fletcher's  Elder 
Brother,  which  feemed  to  me  much  to  the 
purpofe. 

"  They  are  the  fneaking'ft  things,  and  the  contempdbleft, 
Such  fmall  beer  brains !    But  aJk  'em  any  thing 
Out  of  the  element  of  their  underftanding, 
And  they  ftand  gaping  like  a  roafted  pig." 

The  Old  Vicary  replied,  "Therefore  get 
the  idlers  out  into  life.  Don't  let  them  re- 
main at  home,  and  frequent  thieves'  corner, 
and  become  a  mifery  to  themfelves,  and  a 
reproach  to  their  homefteads.  Get  them  well 
out  of  the  way, — and  more  frequently  than 
you  imagine, — truft  my  experience, — you  will 
find  thefe  very  people,  when  opportunity 
offers,  rendering  you  their  beft  thanks.  The 
-fligilops,  botanifts  now  tell  us,  in  courfe  of 
time  becomes  wheat, — and  fo  rough  people 
mend  vaftly,  either  by  the  help  of  others,  or 
by  thofe  trials  in  life,  and  felf-difcipline,  which 
brings  about  no  mean  conqueft. 

'  Here  was  a  happy  war,  fought  without  blows, 
Yet  no  diihonour  in  it :  he  that  endures 
Such  war,  within  can  be  no  coward  fure. 
In  all  defigns  this  ftill  muft  be  confefTd, 
He  that  himfelf  fubdues,  conquers  the  reft* 
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Our  northern  neighbours,  acrofe  the  Tweed,  this 
half-century  paft  and  more,  have  given  us  a 
good  example  in  the  bufinefs  of  Education,  and 
a  Scotchman  uneducated  is  what  my  friend 
Jaacob  in  the  Laird  of  Norland  would  call  a 
phenomenon.  Years  ago  I  can  call  to  mind 
the  regrets  of  one  who  had  not  had  this 
advantage,  and  I  am  not  likely  to  forget  it. 
In  the  prefent  day  it  is  only  amongft  the  moft 
obftinately  illiterate  and  prejudiced  that  Educa- 
tion is  blown  upon, 

'  For  fools  are  ftubborn  in  their  way, 
As  coins  are  harden'd  by  the  alloy  j 
And  obftinacy's  ne'er  fo  ftiff, 
As  when  'tis  wrong  in  a  belief.* 

I  wifh  I  could  fay  that  we  had  not  thofe 
amongft  us  to  whom  Ben  Jonfon's  defcription 
is  applicable,  c  A  fodden  head,  and  his  whole 
brain  a  poflet  curd/  " 

And  my  old  Friend  ruminated  thoughtfully 
for  a  little  time,  and  then  faid,  "None  is 
better  acquainted  with  the  regrets  of  the  un- 
educated than  myfelf," — but  feeing  my  eyes 
fixed  on  fome  beautiful  paper-nautilus  fhells, 
he  interpofed  rapidly,  "  Thofe  were  brought  me 
from  the  Bafs's  Straits, — melancholy  ftory ! " 
— and  then  he  pafled  on  to  fay,  "  However 
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poignant  and  bitter  their  regrets  are, — thofe 
of  the  uneducated  higher  clafles  are  none  the 
lefs  fo, — and  when  I  hear  people,  as  I  often 
do,  decrying  the  ftate  of  our  rural  Parifties,  I 
bethink  me  of  the  high-preflure  fyftem  of 
thofe  higher  clafles,  and  I  fall  back  upon  my 
old  and  often  repeated  conclusion,  that  Educa- 
tion is  not  grace.  You  know,"  he  continued, 
"what  a  favourite  of  mine  Berkeley  is,  and 
how  often  I  turn  to  the  Alciphron  or  Minute 
Philofopher.  Read  this  paffage," — where- 
upon he  gave  me  the  volume  and  the  leaf 
turned  down,  a  very  unufual  procefs  in  his 
books, — "  whilft  I  juft  bud  that  rofe-tree,  and 
pipe  thofe  pinks."  I  was  prepared  for  fome- 
thing  worth  reading,  and  I  read  what  follows, 
and  dipped  into  more. 

"Something  there  is  in  our  climate  and 
complexion,  that  makes  idlenefs  no  where  fo 
much  its  own  punifhment  as  in  England, 
where  an  uneducated  fine  gentleman  pays  for 
his  momentary  pleafures  with  long  and  cruel 
intervals  of  fpieen ;  for  relief  of  which  he  is 
driven  into  fenfual  excefles,  that  produce  a 
proportionable  depreflion  of  fpirits,  which,  as 
it  createth  a  greater  want  of  pleafures,  fo  it 
leffens  the  ability  to  enjoy  them.     There  is  a 
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caft  of  thought  in  the  complexion  of  an 
Englifhman,  which  renders  him  the  moft 
unfucceffful  rake  in  the  world.  He  is  (as 
Ariftotle  exprefleth  it)  at  variance  with  him- 
felf.  He  is  neither  brute  enough  to  enjoy 
his  appetites,  nor  man  enough  to  govern 
them.  He  knows  and  feels  that  what  he 
purfues  is  not  his  true  good,  his  refledion 
ferving  only  to  fhow  him  that  mifery  which 
his  habitual  floth  and  indolence  will  not  fuffer 
him  to  remedy.  At  length,  being  grown 
odious  to  himfelf,  and  abhorring  his  own 
company,  he  runs  into  every  idle  aflembly, 
not  from  the  hopes  of  pleafure,  but  merely  to 
refpite  the  pain  of  his  own  mind.  Liftlefs  and 
uneafy  at  the  prefent,  he  hath  no  delight  in 
reflection  on  the  paft,  or  in  the  profpeA  of 
any  thing  to  come.  This  man  of  pleafure, 
when,  after  a  wretched  fcene  of  vanity  and 
woe,  his  animal  nature  is  worn  to  the  flump, 
wifhes  and  dreads  death  by  turns,  and  is  fick 
of  living,  without  having  ever  tried  or  known 
the  true  life  of  man  !." 


1  See  Dialogue  II.,  Vol.  i.  388.     Lucretius*  lines  are  far  from  being 
inappofite. 

"  Exit  iaepe  fbras  magnis  ex  ardibus  ille, 
Effe  domi  quum  pertaefum  eft,  fubitoque  revertit  j 
Qujppe  foris  nihilo  melius  qui  fentiat  effe.  [Currit 
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Such  was  the  paflage  referred  to,  and 
underneath  it  a  pencil  reference  to  Beaumont 
and  Fletcher,  which  I  ran  to  ground.  It  was 
this. 

"  You  to  whom  nature 
Gave  with  a  liberal  hand  moft  excellent  form ; 
Your  education,  language,  and  difcouHes, 
And  judgment  to  diftinguifh :  when  you  fhall 
With  feeling  fbrrow  underftand  how  wretched 
And  miierable  you  have  made  yourielf, 
And  but  yourielf  have  nothing  to  accufe, 
Can  you  with  hope  from  any  beg  companion  ?" 


Currit  agens  mannos  ad  villam  hie  przeipitanter 
Aurilium  tedtis  quad  ferre  ardentibus  inftans  j 
Ofcitat  extemplo,  tctdgit  cum  limina  villas : 
Aut  abit  in  fbmnum  gravis,  atque  oblivia  quaerit, 
Aut  ctiam  properans  urbem  petit,  atque  revifit- 
Hoc  fe  quiique  modo  fugit.** 

Lib.  iii.  1073,  &c 
Davies's  lines  on  "The  Immortality  of  the  Soul,"  are  not  lines  to  be 
patted  by. 

"  We  that  acquaint  ourfelves  with  every  zone, 
And  pafs  both  tropics,  and  behold  each  pole, 
When  we  come  home  are  to  ourfelves  unknown, 
And  unacquainted  ftill  with  our  own  foul/* 

Southey's  Edit.  p.  688. 
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CHAPTER  XXXII. 

The  Neceffity  of  Increqfing  the  Rational 
Enjoyments  of  the  Poor. 

."O  thoughtful  harte,  tombled  all  about 
Upon  the  Tea  of  ftormy  ignorance, 
For  to  faile  fbrthe  thou  art  in  greate  doubt 
Over  the  waves  of  great  encombraunce, 
Without  any  comfort  fave  of  efpcraunce, 
Which  the  exhorteth,  hardely  to  fayle 
Unto  thy  purpofe,  with  diligent  travayle." 

"  There  cannot  be  a  better  glafs  wherein  to  difcern  the  face  of  our 
hearts  than  our  pleafures;  fuch  as  they  are,  fuch  are  we,  whether 
vain  or  holy." 

"  For  know,  to  man,  as  candidate  for  heaven, 

The  voice  of  the  Eternal  (aid,  Be  free : 

And  this  divine  prerogative  to  thee 

Does  virtue,  happinefs,  and  heaven  convey  $ 

For  virtue  is  the  child  of  liberty, 

And  happinefs  of  virtue ;  nor  can  they 
Be  free  to  keep  the  path,  who  are  not  free  to  ftray.'* 

AY  what  we  may  of  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  times,  of  Norman  ftrong- 
holds,  of  ferfdom,  and  of  vaflalage, 
— and  in  thefe  days  of  liberty  we 
can  hardly  realize  what  thofe  times  were, — the 
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"  The  ronda- 
mentalcharader 
of  Society  in 
England  as  late 
as  the  xivth 
century  was 
Anglo-Saxon.** 
The  Domefday 
of  SL  Paul's, 
Archdeacon 
Haley  p.  evil 


Our  modern 
long-beards 
(how  at  once 
the  meaning  of 
the  old  catchy 
"Tis  merry  in 
the  hall,  Wnere 
beardt  wag  all!*' 


people  of  thofe  days  did  neverthelefs  contrive 
to  enjoy  themfelves  vaftly,  and  there  was 
great  freedom  of  manner  and  fpeech  between 
mafter  and  man.  In  Saxon  times  the  Eadelman, 
and  the  Miller  and  his  Knave,  and  the  people 
of  the  Vale,  all  knew  each  other  thoroughly. 
A  roughifh  perfon  fometimes  was  a  Saxon 
King,  and  his  Theyns  were  rougher  ftill ;  but 
if  they  had  not  looked  to  their  dependants, 
their  Thanelands  would  have  done  them  little 
good.  The  Miller  would  moft  certainly  have 
been  drowned  in  his  dam,  and  there  would 
have  been  no  grift,  if  he  and  his  Knave  and 
the  Eadelman  had  fet  their  heads  together  to 
curtail  the  fports  of  the  village  green. 

The  lordly  Norman  again,  in  his  turn,  was 
rude  and  cruel,  burly  and  outrageous,  and  his 
Baronial  Keep  had  deep  dungeons,  with  rings, 
and  hooks,  and  chains  there, — but  he  too 
would  never  have  held  his  ground,  not  even 
by  force  of  arms,  if  he  had  not  humoured  his 
ferfs  and  vaflals, — if  in  the  courtyard  he  had 
prohibited  tilting,  or  hawking  on  the  hill  fide, 
or  jollity  in  the  hall.  As  long  as  fuch  rough 
liberty  was  to  be  had  it  was  a  fmall  thing  to 
fit "  below  the  fait ,."  Like  children  at  the  fide 

1  A  well-known  exprcflion.     Men,  as  they  loft  cafte,  brought  the 
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table  of  a  great  feaft,  they  that  did  fo  only 
enjoyed  themfelves  the  more.  The  different 
accounts  of  Henry  the  Second's  banqueting 
hall,  as  has  been  obferved  before,  contain  a  full 
illuftration  of  what  is  here  alluded  to.  Depend 
upon  it  Arundel's  water-bailiff  had  had  few 
{wans  on  the  (wan-hopping l  day,  and  there  had 
been  few  fifh  left  in  the  Swanbourne  Lake, 
if  the  retainers  of  the  Caftle  had  not  had  their 
fports.  Thoufand,  thoufand  pities,  that  the 
Old  Mill,  as  I  remember  it,  was  done  away ! 
The  Mill  and  the  Swanbourne  Lake  together 
were  unmatchable  for  beauty!  The  oldeft 
Baron  in  the  oldeft  days  of  that  old  Caftle 
never  committed  a  crueller  aft ! 

Our  forefathers,  perhaps,  were  over  much 
given  to  noify  fports  and  games, — to  wakes 
and  vigils, — Scotales,  fildales,  church-ales, 
and  litch-ales, — hunting,  and  fhooting,  and 
fifhing,— and,  in  fhort,  to  all  the  boifterous  and 
exciting  amufements  of  a  not  highly  educated 
people.  But,  mind  and  body  work  together, 
and  we  their  fons — many  of  us  at  leaft — have 


indignity  upon  themfelves.     A  well-earned  falary  has  no  real  indignity 
in  itfelf. 

1  "  A  corruption/*  Mr.  Tierney  fays,  "  of  the  term  fwan-uffinrf 
which  fignifies  the  taking  up  of  the  fwans  or  cygnets,  for  the  purpoic 
of  marking  them.*'     Hiftory  of  Arundel,  Vol.  ii.  723. 


I  beg  to  record 
my  pleafant 
walks  with  Mr. 
Martin,  and 
Mr.  Conftable. 
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not  thought  enough  of  this,  more  efpecially  as 
regards  the  relaxations  of  the  poor.  I  forget 
what  Latin  Poet  wrote  the  lines,  but  they  run 
in  my  head  as  wife  ones. 

"  Interpone  tuis  interdum  gaudia  emit 
Ut  poffis  animo  quemvis  fufferre  laborem.*' 

And  on  this  fubjeft  the  Old  Vicar  was 
clear  and  decided,  and  although  he  declared 
that  it  was  high  time  to  fweep  off  the  rubbifh 
of  Roman  Catholic  holidays,  which  fimply 
entailed  idlenefs,  yet  did  he  maintain  that 
thofe  ran  into  a  contrary  extreme  who  had 
curtailed  the  rational  enjoyments  of  the  people. 
Often  have  I  heard  the  good  man  fay,  (his 
mind  was  well  ftored  even  in  age  with  all  the 
fineft  paflages  in  the  Roman  and  Greek  Poets,) 
"  There  is  fomething  quite  frefli  in  Virgil's 
defcription  even  of  his  realms  of  blifs,  where 
fpiritual  fubftances  freed  from  corporeal  bars, 
(till  participate  in  innocent  enjoyment;  and 
the  whole  epifode  of  ^Eneas'  vifit  to  Evander, 
and  the  feftival  he  found  him  celebrating  is 
delightful.,>  Upon  which  he  would  add, 
"Milton's  mind,  you  know,  fternly  Puritan 
as  it  was,  was  foftened  by  fuch  recolleftions. 
It  is  a  very  grand  paflage  in  his  Paradife  Loft 
that,  in  which  Uriel,  defcending  on  a  fun- 
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beam,  warns  Gabriel,  who  had  in  charge  the 
gate  of  Paradife,  that  fome  evil  fpirit  had 
efcaped  the  deep  abyfs,  and  pafled  his  fphere 
in  the  ftiape  of  a  good  angel, — as  difcovered 
afterwards  by  his  furious  geftures  on  the 
Mount. 

'  Meanwhile  in  utmoft  longitude,  where  heaven 
With  earth  and  ocean  meets,  the  fetting  fun, 
Slowly  defended,  and  with  right  afpe& 
Againft  the  eaftern  gate  of  Paradife 
Levelled  his  evening  rays :  it  was  a  rock 
Of  alabafter,  pil'd  up  to  the  clouds, 
Confpicuous  far,  winding  with  one  afcent 
Acceflible  from  earth,  one  entrance  high ; 
The  reft  was  craggy  cliff,  that  overhung 
Still  as  it  rofe,  impoflible  to  climb. 
Betwixt  thefe  rocky  pillars  Gabriel  fat 
Chief  of  the  angelic  guards,  awaiting  night  \ 
About  him  exercifed  heroic  games 
The  unarmed  youth  of  heaven ,  but  nigh  at  hand 
CelefHal  armoury,  fhields,  helms,  and  fpears, 
Hung  high  with  diamond  flaming,  and  with  gold.* " 

Other  paflages,  and  ftriking  ones,  in  his  profe 
works,  exprefe  the  fame  fentiments.  The  fol- 
lowing, for  example,  my  Old  Friend  ufed  to 
point  out  from  the  Tetrachordon.  "  No 
mortal  nature  can  endure  either  in  the  a&ions 
of  religion,  or  ftudy  of  wifdom,  without  fome 
time  flackening  the  cords  of  intenfe  thought 
and  labour:  which,  left  we  ftiould  think 
faulty,  God  himfelf  conceals  us  not  His 
own  recreations  before  the  world  was  built : 
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I  waSy  faith  the  Eternal  Wifdom,  daily  his 
delighty  flaying  always  before  him  \  And  to 
him  indeed  Wifdom  is  as  a  high  tower  of 
pleafure>  but  to  us  a  fteep  hill,  and  we  toiling 
ever  about  the  bottom :  He  executes  with 
care  the  exploits  of  His  omnipotence,  as  eafy 
as  with  us  it  is  to  will ;  but  no  worthy  enter- 
prize  can  be  done  by  us  without  continual 
plodding  and  wearifomenefs  to  our  faint  and 
fenfitive  abilities.  We  cannot  therefore  always 
be  contemplative,  or  pragmatical  abroad,  but 
have  need  of  fome  delightful  intermiffions, 
wherein  the  enlarged  foul  may  leave  off  awhile 
her  fevere  fchooling ;  and  like  a  glad  youth  in 
wandering  vacancy,  may  keep  her  hollidaies  to 
joy  and  harmlefs  paftime."  What  he  goes 
on  to  fay  is  widely  different,  and  on  a  different 
matter,  but  his  views  on  relaxation  are  what 
every  hard  ftudent  muft  arrive  at.  The  bow 
that  is  never  unbent  can  never  hit  the  Butts. 
"There  are  many  events  in  the  womb  of 
time  which  will  be  delivered,"  fays  Iago ;  and 
this  proverb  of  the  ancients  was  declared  long 
ago,  and  has  borne  the  teft  of  time,  and  all 
men's  experience  *. 

1  Proy.  viii.  30.    Our  vcrfion  has  "  rejoicing.*'    In  the  LXX.  it  k 

1  "  Sed  frequcns  magnA  comitante  turbi ; 
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As  to  the  Books  which  are  now  within  the 
reach  of  the  commoneft  of  our  people,  we, 
who  are  haftening  on  to  our  clima&eric,  may 
look  upon  with  a  holy  envy, — if  fuch  an 
expreffion  may  be  allowed.  But  of  this  fome- 
thing  more  by  and  by.  Suffice  it  to  fay  that 
amufement  and  improvement  have  never  been 
better  ftudied.     To  ufe  Lucretius'  line, 

"  Tantum  elements  qucunt  permutato  online  folo ! M  Lib.  i.  827. 

"  It  is  the  outdoor  amufements,"  faid  the 
Old  Vicar,  "which  for  years  have  greatly 
excited  my  attention,  —  and  thefe  I  have 
always  encouraged  to  the  extent  of  my  ability, 
without  taking  part  in  them,  which  I  did  not 
think  quite  befitting  my  pofition.  But  John 
Altree  and  Sam  Farlow  were  always  quite 
ready  to  exprefs  my  fentiments  in  public  about 
cricket,  and  foot-ball,  and  the  racket  court, 
and  wreftling,  and  firing  at  a  mark,  and  the 
country  Butts.  Thefe,  for  outdoor  amufe- 
ments, and  well-condu&ed  Papers  for  within, 
and  prints,  and  books  of  general  reading,  are 
the  fureft  antidotes  againft  the  poifon  of  Beer- 
fhops,   and  ill-regulated  Publics/'     And  he 


Quanta*  incedit  populua  per  urbes, 
A3  novi  ludos  avidus  theatri." 

Senec.  Here.  Fur.  v.  837.       j 
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would  add,  "He  has  but  a  limited  and    a 
ftraitened  mind  who  rejoices  not  to  fee  the 
brow  of  the  poor  man  unbent — who  loves  not 
to  gaze  upon  his  happy  innocent  joy,  and  the 
hardihips  and  the  ftern  realities  of  every-day 
life,  tempered  with  the  pleafant  paftimes  of  the 
rural  holiday.     School  Feafts,  in  general,    I 
don't  approve  of,  as  leading  to  vanity,  but  the 
improvement  upon  Harveft  Suppers  is  a  great 
ftep  in  advance,  and  may  be  turned  to  good 
account.     Mind,  however,  that  although  per- 
fonally  I  am  no  advocate  for  School  Feafts  as 
now  conduced,  my  beft  friends,  and  men  far, 
far  better  than  myfelf  think  otherwife,  and  I 
admire  and  refpeft  their  diligent  aftivity  and 
zeal.     Living  as  I  do  in  a  poor  Parifh,  and 
with  none  or  very  few  to  forward  fuch  things, 
I  take  care  that  on  leaving  fchool  the  well 
deferving,    be/ides     the    books    they     have 
fairly   earned,    are  well   ihod;  and  that  the 
girls,  in  particular,  have  good  under  clothing. 
The  outward    clothing   is   fure   to   be    well 
looked    to   by    themfelves.      The   feeds    of 
vanity   take   early  root  on  the  furface,  and 
like  the  Trifolium  Incarnatum,  now  in  fuch 
gorgeoufly  magnificent  bloom,  need  no  deep 
raking  in."      Thus,  in   his  way,  would  my 
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Old  Friend  fpeak,  and  one  fine  fummer's  day 
when  all  his  people  had  thoroughly  enjoyed 
themfelves,  the  men  at  Cricket,  the  women  at 
Stool-ball,  and  the  children  at  their  different 
games,  I  heard  him  fay,  "  A  capital  innings," 
— a  word  of  wide  acceptation '  by  the  Sea- 
board and  the  Down,  where  Cricket  is  the 
favourite  game, — "the  fun  never  fhone  brighter 
on  bright  faces." — Spenfer's  fonnet  befits  the 
whole  throng  right  well. 

"  Lykeft  it  feemeth,  in  my  fimple  wit. 
Unto  the  fair  funihine  in  fummer's  day : 
That,  when  a  dreadful  frorm  away  is  flit, 
Through  the  broad  world  doth  fpread  his  goodly  ray : 
At  fight  whereof,  each  bird  that  fits  on  fpray, 
And  every  beaft  that  to  his  den  was  fled, 
Comes  forth  afrcfli  out  of  their  late  difmay, 
And  to  the  light  lift  up  their  drooping  head.** 

In  one  of  our  walks,  I  know  not  how  many 
years  ago,  I  recoiled  our  meeting  a  rude, 
furly  youth,  who  fhowed  fcarce  any  refpeft  to 
his  Paftor.  When  he  had  pafled  us  the  Old 
Vicar  faid,  cc  That  is  a  fpecimen  of  his  kind, 
— luckily  we  have  not  many  fuch,  for  they 
always  come  to  grief,  or,  as  our  failors  fay, 
go  to  the  bad.  He  is  utterly  unworthy  tta 
name  of  a  blue  jacket.     He  enters  into  none 

1  A  gardener,  for  example—old  George  to  wit, — manures  his  beds 
freely,  or  limes  the  fnails  and  dugs, — and  fays,  "  I've  giv'n  un  a  pretty 
fair  innings,  I  think.** 

VOL.  II.  D  d 
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of  the  games  or  fports  of  his  fellows,  but  is 
always  lurking  about,  when  not  at  fea,  where 
he  feldom  remains  long. 

'  A  fellow  fay  the  hand  of  nature  marked, 
Quoted,  and  fign'd,  to  do  a  deed  of  flume* 

Being  in  the  merchant  fervice,  it  is  always  j 
found  that  one  voyage  is  enough,  and  he  is  ! 
never  employed  for  a  fecond.     In  fa<St,  he  has 
no  mates, — fo  utterly  idle  is  he,  and  ill-natured, 
that  he  is  avoided  and  fhunned  by  every  good 
failor  on  the  coaft.      What  Jack  Falftaff  faid 
in  his  jefting  was  not  altogether  without  its 
wifdom,  'It  is  certain  that  either  wife  bearing 
or  ignorant  carriage  is  caught,  as  men  take  . 
difeafes,  one  of  another :   therefore  let    men  j 
take  heed  of  their  company.' "     And  then  he 
repeated  the  lines  of  Juvenal. 

"  Dedit  hanc  contagio  labem, 
Et  dabit  in  plures }  ficnt  grex  totus  in  agris 
Uniut  fcabie  cadit  et  porrigine  porci, 
Uvaquc  confpectt  livorem  ducit  ab  uvL" 

The  company  you  keep  always  tells  in 
length  of  years.  I  might  take  a  cafe  from 
analogy — many  cafes  if  I  ftiook  out  my  note- 
book, 5Xy  ry  OvXaty — but  I  will  do  fo  from  a 
comparatively  recent  work, — Hooker's  Hima-  j 
layan  Journals, — and  it  is  this, 
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"Mr.  Theobald  (my  companion  in  this 
and  many  other  rambles)  pulled  a  lizard  from 
a  hole  in  the  bank.  Its  throat  was  mottled 
with  fcales  of  brown  and  yellow.  Three  ticks 
had  fattened  on  it,  each  of  a  fize  covering 
three  or  four  fcales;  the  firft  was  yellow, 
correfponding  with  the  yellow  colour  of  the 
animal's  belly,  where  it  lodged;  the  fecond 
brown,  from  the  lizard's  head ;  but  the  third, 
which  was  clinging  to  the  parti-coloured  fcales 
of  the  neck,  had  its  body  parti-coloured,  the 
hues  correfponding  with  the  individual  fcales 
covered.  The  adaptation  of  the  two  firft 
fpecimens  in  colour  to  the  parts  to  which  they 
adhered,  was  fufficiently  remarkable,  but  the 
third  cafe  was  certainly  moft  extraordinary." 

The  playful  deer  that  feparates  itfelf  from  the 
herd  is  fure  to  be  fick — and  unlefs  it  be  from 
ficklinefs  or  weaknefs  of  conftitution,  our 
country  youths  who  do  not  join  in  the  amufe- 
ments  which  others  take  delight  in,  are  feldom 
of  a  very  high  cafte  in  a  Parifh.  As  for  any 
in  the  higher  ftations  of  life  who  are  kept 
back  from  joining  in  fuch  athletic  exercife  as 
is  moft  conducive  to  bodily  ftrength,  one  may 
fay  with  Berkeley,  "  Pure  pleafures  of  reaibn 
and  imagination  neither  hurt  the  health,  nor 
Dd  2 
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wafte  the  fortune,  nor  gall  the  confidence ; " 
and  one  may  fay  generally  that  againft  a  mind 
well  tempered,  and  a  body  well  exercifed,  the 
Old  Blackfmith  Care,  as  Spenfer  calls  him ', 
makes  iron  wedges  to  little  purpofe. 

"  The  only  real  difficulty  I  have  ever  found 
as  regards  rational  amufements  and  paftimes," 
my  old  Friend  ufed  to  fay,  <c  was  when  the 
Sunday  was  trenched  upon.  When  I  firft 
came  to  this  country,  Cricket  and  Ball  were 
no  uncommon  employments  on  the  fuminer 
Sunday  evenings,  and  I  muft  fay  it  went  fadly 
againft  the  grain.  My  fellow-Collegian  (we  are 
old  boys  now  !)  ufed  to  laugh  it  off  and  fay, 
c  Better  Cricket  and  Ball  than  the  Beer-fhop 
and  the  Public,' — but  I  ufed  to  tell  him  it  was 
no  laughing  matter, — neither  indeed  was  his 
an  earned  laugh,  but  being  an  excellent  Batter, 
hel  oved  to  fee  the  cheerful  faces  of  thofe  he 
had  feen  at  Church  made  even  more  (b  by  fo 
attradtive  a  game.  On  my  demurring  he  faid 
in  his  provokingly  waggifh  way,  which  carried 
no  convi&ion  with  it, 

1        "  His  name  was  Care:  a  Blackfmith  by  his  trade, 
That  neither  day  nor  night  from  working  fpared, 
But  to  fmall  purpofe  yron  wedges  made  j 
Thofe  be  unquiet  thoughts  that  careful  minds  invade." 

The  Faerie  Queene,  IV.  v.  35. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


and  the  Down. 


*  The  learned  differ 
In  that  point,  great  and  famous  fcholars  often 
Have  argued  fro  and  conf  and  left  it  doubtful  j 
Volumes  have  been  writ  on't     If  then  great  clerks 
Sufpend  their  refblutions,  'tis  a  modefty 
For  me  to  filence  mine.* 

<c  For  my  own  part,"  continued  the  Old 
Vicar,  "  I  was  always  the  encourager  of  any 
thing  and  every  thing  that  tended  to  that 
happy  elafticity  of  fpirits  amongft  my  people 
which  bettered  their  bodies  and  their  minds 
together, — but  when  I  did  this  I  as  conftantly 
laid  before  them  the  following  well-known 
paflage  from  Sir  Matthew  Hale's  Direftions 
touching  the  keeping  of  the  Lord's  Day  to  his 
children,  and  few  are  they  amongft  my  people 
who  do  not  know  it. 

cc  c  I  have  by  long  and  found  experience 
found,'  faid  that  good  man,  'that  the  due 
obfervance  of  this  day,  and  of  the  duties  of  it, 
have  been  of  Angular  comfort  and  advantage 
to  me ;  and  I  doubt  not  but  it  will  prove  fo 
to  you.  God  Almighty  is  the  Lord  of  our 
time,  and  lends  it  to  us,  and  as  it  is  but  juft 
we  fhould  confecrate  this  part  of  that  time  to 
Him, — fo  I  have  found  by  a  ftrift  and  diligent 
obfervation,  that  a  due  obfervation  of  the 
duty  of  this  day,  hath  ever  had  joined  to  it  a 
blefling  upon  the  reft  of  my  time ;  and  the 


405 


Ford,  The 
Fancies,  &c., 
A&iii.  Sc.  iii. 


Contemplations, 
&c,  Part  i.  p. 
304. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


406 


The  Sea-board 


week  that  hath  been  fo  begun,  hath  been  blefled 
and  profperous  to  me ;  and  on  the  other  fide, 
when  I  have  been  negligent  of  the  duties  of 
this  day,  the  reft  of  the  week  hath  been  un- 
fucceffful  and  unhappy  to  my  own  fecular 
employments ;  fo  that  I  could  eafily  make  an 
eftimate  of  my  fuccefs  in  my  own  fecular 
employments  the  week  following  by  the  man- 
ner of  my  palling  of  this  day  :  and  this  I  do 
not  write  lightly  or  inconfiderately,  but  upon 
a  long  and  found  obfervation  and  experience/ 
cc  Never  let  your  pleafures  and  amufements 
be  your  mafters,"  was  a  very  common  obfer- 
vation of  the  Old  Vicar's  to  his  people,  "  and 
then  every  enjoyment,  fport,  and  paftime  will 
be  doubled  to  you."  And  all  his  children 
could  repeat  the  lines  which  follow  from  the 
amiable  Cowper's  Progrefs  of  Error. 

"  Plcafure  admitted  in  undue  degree 
Enilaves  the  will,  nor  leaves  the  judgment  free ; 
*Tis  not  alone  the  grapes'  enticing  juice, 
Unnerves  the  moral  powers,  and  mars  their  ufe ; 
Ambition,  avarice,  the  luft  of  fame, 
And  woman,  lovely  woman,  does  the  fame. 
The  heart,  (in-rendered  to  the  ruling  power 
Of  fbme  ungoverned  paflion  every  hour, 
Finds  by  degrees  the  truths  that  once  bore  fway 
And  all  their  deep  impreffions  wear  away : 
So  coin  grows  fmooth  in  traffic  current  pafTd, 
Till  Caefar's  image  is  effaced  at  laft." 

Yet  though   they   repeated   fuch   lines   their 
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games  and  fports  were  always  encouraged, — 
and  the  eldeft-born,  now  in  India, — a  great 
hand  at  Cricket  and  Foot-ball,  and  full  of  fun, 
— as  he  ftiouldered  his  Bat  for  the  next  coming 
match,  ufed  to  fmile  at  his  father  with  unmif- 
takeable  drollery,  and  fay, 

"  Voluptatei  amrmendat  rarior  ufus" 

And  the  Old  Vicar  fmiled  too !  mumbling  to 
himfelf  his  Favourite's  lines, 

"  If  all  the  year  were  playing  holidays, 
To  fport  would  be  as  tedious  as  to  work  j 
But,  when  they  feldom  come,  they  wi/hed  for  come, 
And  nothing  pleafeth  but  rare  accidents.** 
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CHAPTER  XXXIII. 

Parochial  Libraries,— joint  Efforts, — and  the 
Neceffity  of  Mixed  Works,  Serious 
and  Entertaining. 

"  Yet  not  afhamed  thefe  verbalifts  (till  are 
From  youth,  till  age  or  ftudy  dimme  their  eyes, 
To  engage  the  grammar  rules  in  civil  warre, 
For  fome  fmall  fentence  which  they  patronixe  j 
As  if  our  end  lived  not  in  reformation, 
But  verbes,  or  nouns  to  meafure,  or  declination.  ** 

"There  is  no  part  of  learning  in  the  whole  circle  thereof  which  is 
not  helpful,  and  may  not  contribute  to  the  underftanding  of  Holy 
Scriptures,  and  to  Come  part  or  other  of  a  divine  employment.** 

"  Books  of  this  fort,  or  (acred  or  profane, 
Which  virtue  helped,  were  titled,  not  amifs, 
*  The  medicine  of  the  mind  ;*  who  read  them,  read 
Wifdom,  and  was  refreshed  :  and  on  his  path 
Of  pilgrimage  with  healthier  ftep  advanced.** 

T  is  one  of  thofe  fmall  paflages 
well  worthy  of  recolleftion,  that, 
in  earlier  days,  a  large  Top  was 
kept  by  the  Parifti  for  the  exer- 
cife  and  amufement  of  the  peafantry,— a  cuftom 
alluded  to  by  Shakfpeare  in  his  Twelfth  Night, 
when  Sir  Toby  Belch  fays,  "  He's  a  coward 
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and  a  coyftril  that  will  not  drink  to  my  niece, 
till  his  brain  turns  o'  the  toe  like  a  parifti 
top," — and  by  Beaumont  and  Fletcher  in 
Thierry  and  Theodoret,  where  Martell,  enter- 
ing with  Protaldye's  fword,  is  made  to  fay, 

"I'll  hazard 
My  life  upon  it  that  a  boy  of  twelve 
Should  fcourge  him  hither  like  a  pariih  top, 
And  make  him  dance  before  you." 

And  certainly,  even  this  was  better  than  guz- 
zling and  toping  at  the  Public, — thofe  houfes 
of  fin,  ycleped  Beer-ihops,  to  which  a  fretting 
leprofy  is  fure  to  attach  firft  or  laft,  not  being 
yet  invented.  But  how  much  better  than  a 
Pariih  top  is  a  good  Parifh  Library,  fuch  as 
may  now  be  eafily  procured,  and  at  a  moderate 
price,  from  the  Churchman's  excellent  De- 
pofitory,  "  The  Society  for  Promoting  Chrif- 
tian  Knowledge."  None  could  fay,  now-a-days, 
to  one  well  read  there,— and  it  is  pleafant  to 
think  how  many  are  well  read, — 

"  Thou  art  the  town  top, 
A  boy  will  fet  thee  up,  and  make  thee  fpin 
Home  with  an  eel-Jkin." 

And  yet,  faid  the  Old  Vicar  to  me  one  day, 
"Up  to  this  time  inftead  of  eftabliihing  a 
Parochial  or  Lending  Library,  which  by  this 
time  would  have  become  a  little  Bodleian  in 
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its  way,  I  have  gone  on  giving,  giving,  giving, 
— and  there  is  not  a  cottage  in  thefe  Parifhes, 
which,  firft  or  laft,  has  not  received  a  fhelf  of 
books.  For  a  long  time  after  I  came,  a 
Lending  Library  would  have  been  of  little  or 
no  ufe, — now,  it  would  be  of  great  advantage, 
and,  by  and  by,  muft  be  eftabliftied.  We 
are  becoming  a  reading  public !  and  Sir  Na- 
thanael's  words  in  Love's  Labour's  Loft  would 
be  quite  a  reproach  to  our  people.  c  Sir  !  he 
hath  never  fed  of  the  dainties  that  are  bred  in 
a  book ;  he  hath  not  eat  paper,  as  it  were ; 
he  hath  not  drunk  ink :  his  intelleft  is  not 
replenifhed,  he  is  only  an  animal ;  only  fenfi- 
ble  in  the  duller  parts.'  Within  the  laft  year 
or  two  I  have  heard  words  quite  like  thefe/' 

In  one  of  the  grand  Sermons  of  Barrow, 
"Of  Induftry  in  our  particular  calling,  as 
Scholars,"  are  to  be  found  the  following  very 
pertinent  fentences,  and  as  it  is  a  rare  thing  now 
to  hear  one  by  the  Sea-board  and  the  Down 
fay,  "I  am  no  fcholard," — I  fhall  venture  to 
tranfcribe  them.  <c  It  is  a  calling  that  fitteth 
a  man  for  all  conditions  and  fortunes,  fo  that 
he  can  enjoy  profperity  with  moderation,  and 
fuftain  adverfity  with  comfort :  he  that  loveth 
a  book  will  never  want  a  faithful  friend,  a 
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wholefome  counfellor,  a  cheerful  companion, 
an  effe&ual  comforter.  By  ftudy,  by  reading, 
by  thinking,  one  may  innocently  divert  and 
pleafantly  entertain  himfelf,  as  in  all  weathers, 
fo  in  all  fortunes. — The  reading  of  books, 
what  is  it  but  converting  with  the  wifeft  men 
of  all  ages  and  all  countries,  who  thereby 
communicate  to  us  their  moft  deliberate 
thoughts,  choiceft  notions,  and  beft  inventions, 
couched  in  good  expreffion,  and  digefted  in 
exaft  method?" 

"  My  opinion  is,"  faid  the  Old  Vicar  one 
day,  "  that  all  country  places  efpecially  would 
be  benefited  by  Clerical  and  Parochial 
Libraries.  Many  are  the  young  men, — young 
clergy  too, — who  would  read  more  if  they 
had  but  the  opportunity  and  the  books  at 
hand.  Meanwhile  days  and  hours  pafs,  and 
in  after  life  they  try  in  vain  to  overtake  what 
is  gone  for  ever.     You  know  the  words  of 

Pindar,   '  Kaipoq   npoq  avOpwirov  (ipayy  fiirpov 

i^cc,' — or,  in  the  words  of  one  of  our  old 
Dramatifts, 

'  Begin  betimes,  occasion's  bald  behind, 
Stop  not  thine  opportunity/ 

And  on  this  head  we  have  had  good  examples 
(et  us  long  ago.     For  example,  in  London, 
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that  good  man  Abp.  Tenifon,  when  Vicar  of 
St.  Martin's  in  the  Fields,  founded  there  a 
Parochial  School  and  a  Library.  His  name, 
you  know,  was  held  in  honour  by  fuch  men 
as  Evelyn  and  Burnet.  The  latter  fpeaks  of 
his  indefatigable  labours.  Evelyn,  in  telling 
how  Tenifon  afked  him  for  his  afliftance  in  fo 
good  a  work,  remarks  by  the  way  that  there 
ought  to  be  a  Library  for  the  Clergy  at  St. 
Paul's,  and  adds, c  the  weft  end  of  that  church, 
if  ever  finiftied,  would  be  a  convenient  place.' 
This  is  under  the  date  Feb.  15,  1683-4.  So 
fit  a  fucceffor  was  Tenifon,  in  this  great  cure, 
to  Dr.  Lloyd, — afterwards  Biftiop  Lloyd, — 
that  'holy,  humble,  and  patient  man, — the 
reproach,  as  well  as  the  example,  to  all  around 
him, — fo  few/  adds  Burnet,  'following  his 
example.'  But,  long  time  fince  that,  the 
London  Clergy  have  every  means  at  hand, 
and  Sion  College  is  fpecially  appropriated  to 
the  Clergy  of  the  City.  In  the  country, 
however,  though  things  are  not  quite  fo  bad 
as  they  were  in  old  Latimer's  time,  who  faid 
the  Vicar's  Penfion  was  fo  fmall  as  that  €  he 
is  not  able  to  buy  him  books,  nor  give  his 
neighbour  drink,' — yet  a  Clerical  Library  in 
many  places  would  be  of  infinite  advantage. 
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An  old  friend  of  mine  ufed  to  fay  to  me 
continually,  €  If  my  family  had  not  the  firft 
claim  I  fhould  leave  my  Library  to  the  Living 
in  perpetuity/  No  law  would  attempt  to 
overturn  fo  good  a  deed.  Few  men  made  a 
better  ufe  of  his  books  than  he  did,  but  he 
ufed  to  fay  with  much  real  modefty,  c  Others 
may  make  that  ufe  of  them  which  I  have  not 
the  ability  to  do !'  There  is  a  (hiking  paflage 
in  Nelfon's  Life  of  Bifhop  Bull  which  ftiows 
what  a  laborious  man  can  do  with  a  Library ' ." 
I  ventured  to  afkif  that  moft  benevolent  man, 

1  The  paflage  is  fo  valuable  that  I  muft  give  it  in  a  note. 

"  During  his  being  at  St.  George's,  and  fome  think  a  year  or  two 
before,  his  conftant  cuftom  was  to  make  a  journey  once  a  vear  to  the 
Univerfity  of  Oxford,  where  he  remained  about  two  months  to  enjoy 
the  pleanire  and  advantage  of  the  public  libraries.  It  is  a  great  mil- 
fortune  to  a  young  Clergyman,  when  he  is  confined  to  a  country  cure, 
to  be  destitute  of  fuch  books  as  are  necetTary  to  enable  him  to  make 
any  confiderable  advance  in  his  ftudies  of  divinity,  to  which  other  parts 
of  learning  contribute  their  aid  and  affiftance,  and  therefore  confequently 
are  not  to  be  neglected.  And  if  the  folid  foundation  of  ufeful  know- 
ledge is  not  laid,  and  the  habit  of  ftudying  acquired,  while  men  are  in 
the  prime  of  their  days,  they  feldom  make  any  progrefi  that  will  be 
able  to  difUnguifh  them  from  perfons  of  ordinary  attainments.  But 
Mr.  Bull,  being  fenfible  of  what  confequence  it  was  to  feafbn  his  youth 
with  all  that  learning  which  he  was  then  capable  of  attaining,  took  the 
method  I  now  mention  to  fupply  the  want  of  a  good  private  library,  and 
by  the  great  proficiency  he  made,  it  very  fufficiently  anfwered  what  he 
propofed  from  it ;  for  here  he  nourifhed  his  mind  with  frefh  fupplies  of 
learning,  and  having  nothing  to  diftra&  his  thoughts  or  interrupt  his 
ftudies,  we  may  reafonabfy  fuppofe  that  the  advances  he  made  in  thefe 
two  months  were  much  greater  than  he  could  attain  in  double  the 
time  in  his  own  cure,  where  the  conftant  duties  of  his  Parifh  challenged 
a  large  (hare,  and  where  the  want  of  books  hindered  him  from  employ- 
ing his  leifure  to  the  greateft  advantage/*  Nelfon's  life  of  Bull. 
Works,  Ed.  Burton,  i.  36.  The  St.  George's  alluded  to  is  Eafton  in 
Gordano,  fome  fix  miles  from  Briftol. 
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Very  kind  to 
me  as  a  boy  was 
his  fucceflbr,  the 
Rev.  Charles 
Drury, — and  to 
him  I  am  in- 
debted for  many 
kind  hints  before 
I  went  to 
Chriftchurch. 


Dr.  Thomas  Bray,  had  not  been  of  very  great 
ufe  in  the  eftabliftiment  of  Parochial  Libraries  ? 
The  Old  Vicar  replied,  "  The  Aft  of  Par- 
liament, 7  Anne,  c.  14,  for  c  the  Eftabliftiment 
of  Parochial  Libraries/  is  mainly  attributable 
to  the  endeavours  of  that  good  man,  to  whom 
George  Herbert's  lines  are  altogether  appli- 
cable. 

'  All  worldly  joys  go  lefs 
To  the  one  joy  of  doing  kindnefTes !  * 

The  name,  indeed,  of  Bray,  is  one  which  I  am 
never  likely  to  forget,  as  the  reminifcences  of 
my  boyhood  are  clofely  connefted  with  the 
place  of  his  birth.  He  was  born  at  Marton 
in  Shropfliire,  where  is  a  great  mere  or  pool, 
abounding  in  fifti.  To  this  fpot  a  kind- 
hearted  Clergyman, — the  Rev.  Charles  Peters, 
fometime  Fellow  of  Queen's  College,  Ox- 
ford, and  Re&or  of  the  Second  Portion  of 
Pontefbury, — ufed  to  take  me,  knowing  my 
paflion  for  the  angle.  It  is,  if  I  am  not 
miftaken,  in  the  Pariih  of  Chirbury.  The 
good  man  who  took  me  there  has  long  been 
gathered  to  his  fathers, — but  I  well  recollect 
that  lover  of  the  angle,  (for  fuch  he  was  too,) 
and  many  a  hint  he  gave  me  has  been  of 
eflential   ufe   to   me  in   my   vocation    as    a 
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Piscator  Hominum.  It  was  the  filver- 
tongued  Henry  Smith  that  faid,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  his  day,  €  He  that  fiftieth  for  fouls 
had  need  to  have  many  nets,  and  obferve 
time,  and  place,  and  calling,  and  fit  all  words 
before  in  his  mind,  left  he  lofe  his  bait.'  But 
to  return  to  Dr.  Thomas  Bray.  Nothing  can 
be  more  inftru<5tive  than  his  hiftory,  and  none 
can  dwell  upon  his  unpretending  labours 
without  being  bettered  himfelf.  No  fmall 
thing  is  it  to  bear  in  mind  that  it  was  with 
his  afliftance  that  the  faintly  Biftiop  Wilfon 
began  to  found  Parochial  Libraries  in  the  Ifle 
of  Man,  where  books  were  fo  much  wanted ! 
Well-timed  was  the  Eulogy  paid  him  by  that 
found  preacher,  Dr.  Burton,  Vice-Provoft  of 
Eton,  in  a  Sermon,  preached  at  St.  Mary-le- 
Bow,  March  1 5, 1732.  It  muft  have  delighted 
his  Aflbciates  to  have  heard  him  defcribed  as 
ca  perfon,  not  indeed  diftinguiftied  by  an 
uncommon  meafure  of  human  advantages,  not 
dignified  by  preferments,  nor  celebrated  in 
hiftory:  his  praife  was  not  of  this  world, — 
but  he  laboured  more  abundantly  than  they  all 
in  works  of  piety  and  charity :  and  the  grace  of 
God  which  was  bejlowed  on  him  was  not  in 
vain;    his   piety   could  perfuade,  where   the 
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eloquence  of  the  preacher  failed:  his  un- 
wearied apoftolical  zeal  was  fuperior  to  the 
policy  of  the  wife,  and  the  power  of  the  great/ 
Some  fay  that  the  reafon  thefe  Parochial 
Libraries  were  not  increafed  was  becaufe  they 
were  not  wanted, — but  I  cannot  fall  in  with 
that  opinion." 

I  again  interrupted  my  Old  Friend  by 
faying,  "  I  fufpeft  the  Libraries  moft  wanted 
in  Parifties  now  are  of  a  different  caft  to  thofe 
eftablilhed  by  that  excellent  man.  What 
feems  to  me  needed  is  reading  fuch  as  fliall 
catch  and  hold  the  attention.  The  Library 
of  the  Vicarage  or  of  the  Re&ory,  (I  mean 
the  hereditary  one,  if  fuch  there  might  be !) 
ftiould  be  to  the  clergyman  what  tools  are  to 
the  carpenter, — that  is  to  fay,  it  fhould  be 
ftriftly  theological; — not  fo  the  Library  for 
the  people,  whofe  hours  redeemed  from  toil 
are  fcant  and  fhort  and  needing  relaxation.  As 
for  the  Parfon,  divine  knowledge  and  a  divine 
life  is  his  bufinefs.  €  Hoc  ftudet  unum  !'  In  a 
feverer  fenfe  it  is  as  George  Herbert  fays, 
c  The  Country  Parfon's  Library  is  a  holy  life.' " 

"  There  can  be  no  queftion  upon  that  point 
now,"  faid  the  Old  Vicar,  "and  thofe  who 
would  wifh  to  fee  the  matter  fairly  put,  have 
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only  to  look  to  Southey's  Article  on  c  Poetry 
by  Mary  Collings/  written  in  his  latter  days, 
and  in  the  full  ripenefs  of  his  great  wifdom. 
c  The  good  is  very  great/  faid  this  excellent 
benefaftor  to  his  country,  c  which  might  be 
done  by  Parochial  Libraries,  if  they  were 
judicioufly  extended,  and  by  fervants'  libraries 
in  the  houfes  of  the  wealthy.  But  of  fuch 
libraries  books  of  direft  moral  and  religious 
inftruftion  fhould  form  the  fmalleft  part ;  for 
to  put  fuch  books  into  the  hands  of  thofe  who 
are  in  no  degree  prepared  for  them,  by  their 
feelings,  and  the  courfe  of  time,  is  adminifter- 
ing  as  phytic  that  which  can  never  be  whole- 
fome,  unlefs  it  is  taken  as  food.  cc  Sunday/ 
faid  Dr.  Johnfon,  "was  a  heavy  day  to  me 
when  I  was  a  boy.  My  mother  confined  me 
on  that  day,  and  made  me  read  the  Whole 
Duty  of  Man,  from  a  great  part  of  which  I 
could  receive  no  inftruftion.  When,  for 
inftance,  I  had  read  the  chapter  on  theft, 
which  from  my  infancy  I  had  been  taught 
was  wrong,  I  was  no  more  convinced  that 
theft  was  wrong  than  before ;  fo  this  was  no 
acceffion  of  knowledge."  A  boy  fhould  be 
introduced  to  fuch  books  by  having  his 
attention  dire&ed  to  the  arrangement,  to  the 
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ftyle,  and  other  excellencies  of  compofition; 
fo  that  the  mind  being  thus  engaged  by  an 
amufing  variety  of  obje&s,  may  not  grow 
weary.  But  when  it  is  defired  that  perfons 
fhould  inftruA  themfelves,  and  with  no 
ftronger  motive  than  the  defire  of  knowledge, 
and  the  pleafure  which  they  find  in  the 
purfuit,  bool^s  which  are  provided  for  them 
mtift  carry  their  own  attra&ion.  The  more 
they  can  inform  and  gratify  an  inquifitive 
mind  the  better;  but  any  are  ufeful  if  they 
amufe  minds  which  would  otherwife  be  idle, 
— any,  in  truth,  that  are  not  mifchievous. 
Hiftory  is  attra&ive  to  moft  readers;  bio- 
graphy, travels,  natural  hiftory,  fi&ion,  and 
poetry,  to  almoft  all.' " 

"Very  wife  and  excellent  words,  fay  I, — 
and  if  Hymettus l  had  its  fage,  fo  had  Skid- 
daw  !  Indeed,  when  I  hear  all  forts  of  objec- 
tions,— 'This  Book  won't  do,  and  That  Book 
won't  do,'  I  am  ready  to  fay  with  Eraton  in 
the  Queen  of  Corinth,  cHang  all  butsV  It 
is  your  favourite  Berkeley  who  fays,  fome- 
where,  c  Men  of  narrow  minds  have  a  peculiar 
talent  at  objeftion,  being  never  at  a  lofs  for 

i  «  Dulcique  fenex  vicinus  Hymetto." 
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fomething  to  fay  againft  whatsoever  is  not  of 
their  own  propofing/  " 

"For  all  mere  wordy  obje&ions  and  in- 
vidious huts  the  fage  had  a  ready  anfwer; 
and  he  would  fay  with  a  fmile,  €  O  blame  not 
the  heavens,  fweet  Pyrocles,  faid  Mufidorus ; 
as  their  courfe  never  alters,  fo  is  there  nothing 
done  by  the  unreachable  ruler  of  them,  but 
hath  an  everlafting  reafon  for  it.' 

"  Would  you  then,  fays  the  objeftor,  have 
the  lower  clafles  inftru&ed  in  literature,  and 
the  arts,  and  fciences  ?  We  would  encourage 
them,  as  far  as  poflible,  to  inftrud:  themfelves, 
being  perfectly  convinced  that  it  would  be 
for  the  benefit  of  all.  The  enemy  fcatters  his 
tares  among  the  good  feed,  in  fields  where  the 
fower  has  been  before  him;  but  that  enemy 
has  the  waftes  to  himfelf  in  full  occupancy, 
and  it  is  the  unweeded  garden  which  is  pof- 
fefled  by  things  'rank  and  grofs  in  nature/ 
Give  the  people  fuch  moral  and  intellectual 
pleafures  as  can  be  given  them,  and  you  will 
in  the  fame  degree  withdraw  them  from  fuch 
as  are  injurious  to  themfelves  and  others.  No 
wife  man  would  wifh  to  fee  c  High  Life  below 
Stairs '  in  reality,  for  this,  which  upon  the  ftage 
is  an  excellent  farce,  leads  to  tragedy  when  it 
e  e  2 
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is  no  fi&ion.  But  the  wife  and  the  good,  who 
fee  what  men  are,  and  rightly  confider  what 
they  were  created  to  be,  muft,  as  they  love  their 
country  and  their  kind,  wilh  to  fee  intelle&ual 
life,  moral  life,  fpiritual  life,  every  where." 

No  man,  in  his  day,  did  more  for  the  poor, 
or  for  the  interefts  of  Education,  than  did 
Southey,  and  thofe  who  converted  with  him 
in  his  moft  retired  privacy  knew  how  entirely 
fuch  things  had  taken  pofleffion  of  his  heart 
of  hearts.  But  this  has  been  alluded  to  in  a  fore- 
going chapter,  and  it  is  hidden  from  none  who 
have  watched  the  progrefe  of  Society  during 
the  laft  forty  years.  He  was  the  man  of  all 
others  to  prefs  the  pofition  of  Berkeley, cc  The 
mind  of  a  young  creature  cannot  remain 
empty ;  if  you  do  not  put  into  it  that  which 
is  good,  it  will  be  fure  to  receive  that  which  is 
bad."  His  was  a  hearty  defire  to  fee  the 
advance  of  Education  when  he  wrote  thefe 
and  other  lines  on  the  Profpeft  of  planting 
Arts  and  Learning  in  America  where  it  has 
fo  well  fped. 

"  Wcftward  the  courfe  of  Empire  takes  its  way : 
The  four  firft  alb  already  paft, 
A  fifth  Hull  clofe  the  drama  with  the  day  j 
Time's  nobleft  orHpring  is  the  laft  !  " 

"  There  are  comparatively  few  Parifhes  in 
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the  land,  I  fufpeft,  in  which  the  joint  efforts 
of  the  Clergy,  the  Residents,  and  the  Abfentee 
Landlords,  might  not  eftablifli  a  Library  of 
great  advantage  to  all  the  poor.  I  am  an 
advocate,  as  you  know  well,  for  every  fort  of 
recreation  which  confifts  with  reafon, — and  in 
winter  efpecially  when  it  is  not  the  time  for 
the  athletic  fports  of  the  country,  then,  furely, 
there  is  nothing  better,  when  the  labours  of 
the  day  are  over,  than  the  amufement  and 
inftru&ion  to  be  derived  from  literature. 

'  Sweet  recreation  barred,  what  doth  enfue, 
But  moody  and  dull  melancholy, 
(Kinfman  to  grim  and  comfbrtleis  defpair,) 
And  at  her  heels,  a  huge  infectious  troop 
Of  pale  diftcmperatures,  and  foes  to  life  ?  * 

are  lines  that  will  admit  of  a  very  broad 
acceptation.  Our  poor  man,  it  is  true,  is  not 
the  flave  to  ennui, — that  is  fuperfeded  by  the 
labour  of  his  hands, — but  when  his  day's 
work  is  over,  a  liftleflhefs  opprefles,  as  well  as 
fatigue,  and  when  the  mind  is  well  fed  it  will 
be  leflened.  The  old  and  the  young  profit 
by  the  publications  which  it  was  originally 
thought  would  only  be  perufed  by  the  latter. 
The  newfpaper,  naturally,  is  the  firft  refort  of 
our  elderly  people, — and  the  number  of  well- 
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written  papers   increafes  yearly ;  —  but  it  is 
aftonifhing  to  fee  how   boys  and  girls,  well 
taught,    bring   back   their    parents    to    their 
books.    Of  late  years,  even  by  the  Sea-board 
and  the  Down,  the  change  is  remarkable.  ; 
Nothing  has  done  more  good,  in  its  proper 
place,  than  the  Society  for  Promoting  Chriftian 
Knowledge.     Betides  the  Bible,  Prayer  Book,  . 
and  Trad  lift,  that  for  amufing  and  inftru&ive 
knowledge   contains    many    mod    delightful 
works.     Whenever  I  get  down  a  box  of  frefh  ; 
ones, — (we  have  no  depot  in  the  neighbour-  ' 
hood,   I  am  forry  to  fay,) — I  am  taken  up 
many  days  in  reading  what  is  for  prefents  to  , 
my  people,  and,  when  weary  and  worn  out  \ 
with   the  troubles  and   difappointments  of  a 
Minifter's  life,  I  am  as  pleafed  as  they  are 
with  c  Firefide  Tales,'  and  €  Scenes  in  Camp 
and  Field/  and  the  recent  edition  of c  Pitcairn,' 
which  I  fuppofe  to  be  one  of  the  cheapeft,  and 
moft   interefting    volumes,    in    the    Englifh 
language.     And,  to  fay  nothing  of  Natural 
Hiftory,  in  its   various  branches,   what   can 
furpafs   Anne   Pratt's   nice   Book  on  Wild- 
Flowers,  Poifonous  Plants,   and  all  the  vaft 
variety  of  Grafles  and  Sedges? — It  may  be 
childifh  in  an  Old  Vicar 
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'  On  whofe  hoary  head  there  grow 
The  blofibms  of  the  grave,* 

to  be  fafcinated  with  fuch  books, — but,  certes, 
if  I  am,  the  children  of  my  people  (I  ufe  the 
words  with  reverence)  are  fure  to  be,  and  I 
watch  them  with  delight. 

'  Look  upon  that  flower, — 
The  lowly  heath-bell,  fmiling  at  our  feet, 
How  beautiful  it  fmiles  alone  !     The  Power 
That  bade  the  great  Tea  roar, — that  fpread  the  Heav'n — 
That  calTd  the  fun  from  darlcnefs,— deck'd  that  flower, 
And  bade  it  grace  this  bleak  and  barren  hill.* 

"It  is  fatiffaftory  to  me,"  faid  the  Old 
Vicar,  "to  read  all  the  works  of  fo  able  a 
man  as  Dean  Trench,  as  they  come  fucceflively 
before  me.  I  have  made  great  colleftions  in 
his  own  line,  and  the  ableft  works  of  the 
German,  Icelandic,  Danilh,  Swedifh,  French, 
and  other  Etymologifts  are  on  my  flielves, — 
but  I  confefs,  as  regards  the  advance  of  the 
Schoolmafter,  the  paflage  following  from  his 
c  Study  of  Words,'  ftruck  me  as  much  as  any. 
c  I  remember  once  afking  a  clafs  of  fchool- 
children,  whether  an  announcement  which 
during  one  very  hard  winter  appeared  in  the 
papers,  of  a  white  Hack-bird  having  been 
ftiot,  was  correftly  worded,  or  felf-contra- 
di&ory  and  abfurd.  The  lefs  thoughtful 
members  of  the  clafs   inftantly   pronounced 
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againft  it ;  whilft,  after  a  little  confideration, 
two  or  three  perceived  and  replied  that  it  was 
perfe&ly  correft,  that  while  no  doubt  the 
bird  had  originally  obtained  this  name  from 
its  blacknefs,  yet  was  it  now  the  name  of  a 
fpecies,  and  one  fo  cleaving  to  it,  as  not  to  be 
forfeited,  even  when  the  blacknefs  had  quite 
difappeared.' 

"  It  was  but  laft  week,"  continued  the  Old 
Vicar,  "  that  I  took  up  and  read  through 
again  the  celebrated  Botanic  Garden  of  Erafmus 
Darwin, — (Dr.  Darwin  of  Shrewfbury  was  the 
Medical  man  of  my  family,  and  a  kindly 
pleafant  man  he  was,  and  told  a  ftory  capitally, 
— his  fon  Charles,  the  traveller,  naturalift,  and 
philofopher,  was  my  pleafant  fchoolfellow ',) 
— one  of  the  mod  Juggefiive  Books  of  that 
day  as  regards  the  notes, — fee  for  inftance 
that  on  Steam  Power  a,  and  others  of  the 

1  Referring  to  Natural  Hiftory,  let  me  give  in  a  note  a  ftriking 
paflage  from  his '  Origin  of  Species/  "  The  condor  lays  a  couple  of  eggs, 
and  the  oftrich  a  fcore,  and  yet  in  the  fame  country  the  condor  may  be 
the  more  numerous  of  the  two  j  the  Fulmar  petrel  lays  but  one  egg, 
yet  it  is  believed  to  be  the  moft  numerous  bird  in  the  world:"— and 
then,  by  and  by,  he  adds,  with  the  acutenefs  of  his  boyhood,  "The 
face  of  nature  may  be  compared  to  a  yielding  furface,  with  ten  thoufand 
fliarp  wedges  packed  clofe  together,  and  driven  inwards  by  incefiant 
blows,  fomctimes  one  wedge  being  ftruck,  and  then  another  with 
greater  force."  Who  has  lived  amongit  Nature's  Works,  and  has 
not  obferved  all  this  ?     See  c.  ill.  pp.  66,  67. 

*  See  Vol.  i.  pp.  31.  34,  and  Notes,  p.  287.  4th  Edit.  1799.  This 
mould  be  compared  with  the  recently  publifhed  life  of  Watt.     The 
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fame  fort.  The  particular  reafon  of  my  taking 
it  in  hand  was  to  look  at  the  plates,  which  are 
very  good  ones  for  the  time, — efpecially  the 
heads  of  the  Linnean  Syftem,  and  the  Flowers, 
though  uncoloured.  The  refult  of  the  com- 
parifon  with  fuch  volumes  as  Anne  Pratt's 
and  others  on  our  Society's  lift,  was  juft  what 
you  would  expeft.  No  modern  reader  would 
look  at  them  twice, — and  our  children,  doubt- 
lefs,  would  never  look  at  them  at  all.  From 
the  Botanic  Garden  the  tranfition  was  not 
great  to  the  Autobiography  of  Mary  Anne 
Schimmelpenninck,  who  lived  as  a  girl  in  that 
fceptical  fet,  and  whofe  father's  name  is  more 
than  once  mentioned  in  the  notes.  What, 
poor  thing,  had  ftie  to  undergo,  before  fhe 
could  make  the  confeffion  that  ca  heart  where 
the  Spirit  of  God  reigns  not  is  chaos,  and  who 
can  tell  its  darknefs,  and  its  contradi Aions '  ? ' 

remarks  on  Meteors,  and  Aurora  Borealis  are  equally  ftriking.  See 
pp.  049.  256,  &c. 

1  Vol.  i.  297.  This  paflage  is  quite  worth  giving  in  a  note.  "  I 
have  ever  found  that  though  revolving,  variegated  coloured  lights  are 
praifed  for  lighthoufes  by  our  Teamen,  yet  that  in  the  a&ual  voyage  of 
life  we  need  one  ftedfaft  and  unvarying  beacon,  founded,  like  the 
Eddyftone  lighthoufe,  on  an  impregnable  rock,  and  which  cafts  one 
expanfe  of  broad  unvarying  light  over  the  furges  of  conflicting  billows 
below : — and  thus  in-  after  years,  how  truly  have  I  myfelf  felt  and 
obferved  in  others,  that  one  text  of  Scripture  that  refls  on  the  truth  of 
God  is  potent  to  refcue  the  foul  amidft  all  its  aberrations,  when  ten 
thoufands  of  human  theories  utterly  rail/*  Ibid.  p.  340.  Very  much 
to  the  purpofe  are  Pollok's  lines—  ["He 
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That,  however,  was  not  the  particular  reafon 
of  my  referring  to  her  life, — it  was  rather 
to  her  love  of  Natural  Hiftory,  which  raifcd 
her  heart  from  Nature  to  Nature's  God! 
c  The  more  minutely/  flie  fays,  *  we  become 
acquainted  with  Natural  Hiftory  in  all  its 
branches,  and  with  phyfiology  and  anatomy, 
the  more  we  (hall  fee  the  particular  Providence 
of  God,  which  has  created  every  infedt  with 
fuch  contrivances  as  if  He  had  that  alone  to 
do ;  and  the  more  we  feel  the  particular  Pro- 
vidence of  God  in  the  creation  of  the  world, 
the  more  we  (hall  be  enabled  to  fee  it  in  His 
moral  government.  Belief  in  the  particular 
Providence  of  God  is  the  fecret  of  happinefs.' 
This,  I  repeat,  is  a  remarkable  paflage,  the 
more  fo  when  her  early  life  is  reverted  to ; — 
and  I  am  ready  to  maintain  that  the  enter- 
taining works  on  our  great  Society's  lift, 
particularly  thofe  on  Natural  Hiftory  in 
general,  all  tend  this  way.  The  foureft  Critic 
could  not  fay  of  one  of  them,  that  it 


"He  saw 
Weighed  in  the  balance  of  Eternity 
His  love  how  light,  and  wiihed,  too  late,  that  he 
Had  ftaid  at  home,  and  learnt  to  know  himfelf, 
And  done,  what  peaiants  did,  difputed  lels 
And  more  obeyed.'* 

Pollok,  Courfe  of  Time,  Book  W. 
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•  Is  as  dry  as  the  remainder  bifcoit 
After  a  voyage.* 

"  How  truthfully  did  poor  Haydon  fay, 
when  in  his  better  mind,  €  What  a  blefling  is 
the  religious  feeling !  The  natural  man  fees 
flowers  and  hears  birds,  and  is  pleafed:  the 
religious  man  attributes  all  to  God/  Not- 
withftanding  his  melancholy  departure  hence, 
Haydon  took  the  New  Teftament  with  him 
when  he  vifited  Hampton-Court  Palace,  and 
always  flept  with  one  under  his  pillow, 

"  Biography,  and  Hiftory,  Seafaring  books, 
and  Travels,"  continued  the  Old  Vicar,  "  are 
all  attraftive,  but,  depend  upon  it,  in  the 
country  Natural  Hiftory  is  more  fo,  and  a 
happy  thing  it  is  that  green  fields,  and  a 
hawthorn  hedge  are  yet  a  fort  of  antidote 
againft  that  demoralization  which  is  fpreading 
forth  far  and  wide,  even  in  the  recefles  of  the 
Weald,  and  in  the  hidden  feclufion  of  our 
midland  counties.  Cowper  exprefled  himfelf 
quaintly  enough,  but  truly,  when  he  {aid, 
c  God  made  the  country,  man  the  town.*  I 
am  fully  alive  to  the  value  of  great  Libraries, 
and  Mufeums,  Exhibitions,  Academies,  and 
Paintings, — but  I  have  feen  and  know,  that 
the  trees  of  the  wood,  the  hyflbp  on  the  wall, 
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and  the  lilies  of  the  field,  all  tend  to  humanize. 
Many  is  the  happy  cottage,  and  the  happy 
family,  I  could  point  out,  where  the  dew  of 
God's  grace,  like  the  natural  dew  of  heaven, 
lies  longeft  in  the  fhade.  The  Sunday  Even- 
ings of  fuch  families  are  a  bleffing  to  the  land, 
and  as  long  as  fuch  remain  there  is  hope  in  the 
end  yet.  If  the  North  has  its  rufh-gatherings, 
the  Sea-board  and  the  Down  has  its  prim- 
rofe,  and  its  cowflip,  its  harebell,  violet,  and 
orchis  gatherings,  when  the  fervices  of  the 
holy  reftful  day  are  over.  The  adjoining 
woods  abound  with  thefe  flowers,  and  with 
the  graceful  wild  anemonies,  and  never  Sunday 
evening  pafles  by,  —  if  fine,  —  without  the 
blithe  and  jocund  echo  of  little  children's 
voices  rifing  from  the  foliage.  They  are  the 
common  haunt  of  our  people.  Good  and 
evil  is  mixed  together  of  courfe,  wherever  is 
the  bufy  hum  of  men, — but  the  evil  cannot 
entirely  mar  that  full  enjoyment  which  God 
fcatters  in  the  way  of  thofe  poor  who  ferve 
Him  faithfully, — go  forth  with  their  little 
ones  to  obferve  the  beauty  of  His  works, — 
and  then  return  to  that  fcant  meal  which  is 
fweetened  by  contentment  and  humble  prayer. 
The  flower  months  are  the  months  of  joy  to 
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every  child,  and  when  the  child  is  glad  the 
care-furrowed  face  of  a  parent  lightens  up." 
How  pretty  are  thofe  lines  in  Statius, 

"  Hie  premitur  ftecunda  quia,  virtufque  ferenft 
Fronte  gravis,  fanufque  nitor,  luxuque  carentes 
Delicue,  quaa  ipfe  fuis  digrefftis  Athenis 
Mallet  defcrto  fenior  Gargettius  horto." 

I  liftened  to  all  this  with  entire  fatiffadtion, 
and  I  called  to  mind  how,  in  their  childhood, 
all  the  Old  Vicar's  children  could  repeat  the 
lines  of  Herrick. 

"  Firft,  April,  flic  with  mellow  fhowcrs 
Opened  the  way  for  early  flowers ; 
Then,  after  her,  comes  (miling  May, 
In  a  more  rich  and  fweet  array. 
Next,  enters  June,  and  brings  us  more 
Gems  than  thofe  two  that  went  before ; 
Then,  laftly,  July  comes,  and  fhc 
More  wealth  brings  in  than  all  the  three !  '* 

The  Grace  which  follows  for  a  little  child  is 
from  the  fame  Author,  and  I  have  often  heard 
the  children  repeat  it.  "  It  fixed  the  children's 
attention,"  he  faid  to  me  one  day,  "  and  that's 
what  I  want  all  our  educational  Books  to  do. 
Once  gain  the  attention,  and  the  children  will 
take  in  all  the  information  you  choofe  to  lay 
before  them. 

(A  Little  Child's  Gkacx. 
'  Here  a  little  child  I  ftand, 
Heaving  up  my  either  hand  j 
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Cold  as  paddocks  though  they  be, 

Here  I  lift  them  up  to  thee 

For  a  benifon  to  fall, 

On  our  meat,  and  on  us  all.    Amen.* " 

On  the  fubjeft  of  making  education  agree- 
able, my  Old  Friend  faid  to  me  feveral  years 
ago,  "  It  is  years  fince  you  have  feen  our  old 
College  Friend,  Harry  Witchet,  who  perfuaded 
me  to  put  thefe  ftraggling  notes  to  paper. 
One  day  he  propofed  going  with  me  to  the 
fchool,  declaring  that  he  could  command  the 
whole  attention  of  the  mixed  clafles  (imply 
by  recitation.  c  Only  obferve,'  faid  he,  c  that 
children,  like  moft  uneducated  Contadinos, 
hear  with  their  mouths  open.'  And  true 
enough  he  did  fo, — but,  as  I  remarked  in  the 
earlier  pages  of  the  Sea-board  and  the 
Down,  he  had  a  moft  attra&ive  and  mellow 
voice, — and  befides  the  beauty  of  his  feleftions, 
there  was  the  novelty  of  the  thing  to  be  con- 
fidered  too.  The  firft  paflage  he  read  was 
from  the  Paradife  Loft,  as  follows. 

'  Nor  think,  though  men  were  none, 
That  heaven  would  want  fpedators,  God  want  praife : 
Millions  of  fpiritual  creatures  walk  the  earth 
Unfeen,  both  when  we  wake,  or  when  we  fleep : 
All  thefe  with  ceafelefs  praife  his  works  behold 
Both  day  and  night ;  how  often  from  the  fteep 
Of  echoing  hill  or  thicket  have  we  heard 
CelefBal  voices  to  the  midnight  air, 
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Sole,  or  refponiive  to  each  other's  note, 

Singing  their  Great  Creator  ?  oft  in  bands 

While  they  keep  watch,  or  nightly  rounding  walk 

With  heavenly  touches  of  inftrumental  founds 

In  full  harmonic  order  joined,  their  fongs 

Divide  the  night,  and  lift  their  thoughts  to  heaven.' 

"  He  flopped, — the  mouth  of  every  child 
was  open, — and  they  hung  upon  his  words. 
Prefently  he  opened  Shakfpeare's  Merchant 
of  Venice,  and  read  thefe  words  of  Lorenzo's. 

*  How  fweet  the  moonlight  fleeps  upon  this  bank ! 
Here  will  we  fit,  and  let  the  founds  of  mufick 
Creep  in  our  ears :  foft  fUllnefs,  and  the  night 
Become  the  touches  of  fweet  harmony  ! 
Sit,  Jcffica :  Look,  how  the  floor  of  heaven 
Is  thick  inlaid  with  patines  of  bright  gold  j 
There's  not  the  fmalleft  orb  which  thou  behold'ft, 
But  in  his  motion  like  an  angel  fings 
Still  quiring  to  the  young-eyed  cherubims : 
Such  harmony  is  in  immortal  fouls, 
But,  whilft  this  muddy  vefture  of  decay 
Doth  groffly  clofe  it  in,  we  cannot  hear  it.' 

"  Again  he  flopped, — and  the  children,  great 
and  finall,  clapped  their  hands  with  ecftafy. 
And  I  faid,  There  are  few,  I  think,  who 
might  not  be  trained  to  underftand  the  beauty 
of  fuch  paflages  as  thefe.  Witchet,  I  know, 
ufed  bribes,  and  whenever  he  came  there  was 
a  dearth  of  bull's  eyes  and  lollipops  and 
gingerbread  at  all  the  (hops, — but  notwith- 
ftanding  this  the  power  of  his  voice  was  moft 
bewitching,  and  he  always  confirmed  my  views 
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about  Mufic  as  a  part  of  Education."     It  is 
time,  however,  to  cut  fhort  thefe  remarks. 

"  Fandi,  tacendi,  fomni,  vigilue  eft  modus, 
Bcncficiorum,  gratiarum,  injurise, 
Studii,  laborum.     Vita  in  omni  quidquid  eft, 
Iftum  requirit  optimse  paufae  modum. 
Dixi :  recedam :  ut  fit  modus.** 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


and  the  Down. 


CHAPTER  XXXIV. 

Some  Experience  in  my  Parijh,  &c. 

"  In  nature's  infinite  book  of  fecrecy 
A  little  I  can  read." 

"  The  whole  world  it  God's  fmithy,  in  which  he  forges  his  elecV' 

"  Say  as  a  holy  man  did,  who  fat  and  wept,  and  faid,  when  he  was 
told  that  one  of  his  brethren  had  fallen  into  mortal  fin,  *  We  ho£e7  ego 
eras  /'  '  Alas !  he  was  ftrongly  tempted  before  he  thus  fell, — as  he  fell 
to-day,  fo9%  quoth  he,  '  I  may  to-morrow.* " 

"  They  that  cry  down  moral  honefty,  cry  down  that  which  is  a  great 
part  of  religion — my  duty  towards  God  and  my  duty  towards  man. 
What  care  I  to  fee  a  man  run  after  a  fcrmon,  if  he  cozens  and  cheats 
as  foon  as  he  comes  home." 

" Lo !  how  he  ftrives  in  vain  that  ftrives  with  God !" 

HAVE  obferved  before,  in  the 
earlier  part  of  thefe  Papers,  that 
within  a  quarter  of  a  century 
there  has  been  a  great  advance  in 
the  morals  of  our  people.  Outward  decorum, 
at  leaft,  is  not  fo  outrageo'ufly  tranfgrefled  as 
it  ufed  to  be.  Better  education  has  had  a 
great  deal  to  do  with  this,  and  with  better 
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education  increafe  of  good  alfo  in  the  hearts  of 
many.  And  without  prefling  the  force  of 
example  for  the  prefent, 

"  Let  this  alone  fuffice,  that  in  few  words  I  fay, 
Who  can  beware  by  others*  harms,  thrice  Weft  and  happy  they  f M 

"  One  day  laft  fummer,"  faid  the  Old  Vicar, 
"as  I  was  mufing  on  thefe  things,  and  on 
others  relating  to  my  Parifh  and  vocation,  I 
was  fuddenly  accofted  by  Elfric  Hayward, 
'I'm  going  to  take  the  pledge/  faid  he. 
Some  years  ago  Elfric  broke  his  leg,  and  I 
watched  over  him  carefully,  and  helped  him. 
A  wild  carelefs  fellow  was  Elfric, — fix  feet 
high  And  more,  with,  at  that  time,  a  ftriking 
countenance.  When  he  lay  fick  he  talked 
about  the  pledge,  but  I  rather  difluaded  him 
from  it  then,  calling  to  mind  fome  old  lines 
well  known  to  moft  Englifhmen,  from  Gammer 
Gurton  downwards.  Indeed,  my  conftant 
reply  to  many  was,  when  prefled  upon  fuch 
fubjefts,  that  CI  was  made  a  member  of  a 
Temperance  Society  at  my  Baptifm, — but 
people  muft  follow  their  own  conviftions,  and 
aft  for  the  beft/  And  I  was  ufed  in  thofe 
days  to  make  this  fort  of  reply,  becaufe  I 
obferved  that  many  who  denied  the  Doftrine3 
of  the  Church, — fuch,  for  example,  as  Bap- 
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tifmal  Regeneration, — were  the  apteft  to  refort 
to  mere  worldly  Societies,  which,  in  them- 
felves,  convey  no  grace; — whereas  in  the 
Sacraments,  God  worketh  all  in  all.  I  ufed 
to  think  alfo  that  fuch  paflages  as  this  deferved 
much  confideration,  'Every  creature  of  God 
is  goody  and  nothing  to  be  refufed>  if  it  be 
received  with  thankf giving :  For  it  is/anSlified 
by  the  word  of  God,  and  prayer1.9  Such  a 
paflage  is  clearly  oppofed  to  vows  of  total 
abftinence.  It  may  be  on  the  fafe  fide,  as  is 
often  (aid,  to  take  no  wine, — no,  not  even  for 
the  'Jiomach's  Jake,  and  often  infirmities?  but 
it  is  not  neceflary  according  to  the  word  of 
God,  but  rather  repugnant  to  it,  as  may  be 
inferred  from  the  words  in  Luke  v.  ^  and 
on  an  authority  which  cannot  be  contravened. 
Total  abftinence  is,  in  faft,  the  word  of 
man,  and  only  implies  his  great  weaknefs  and 
fallibility." 

I  was  thus  mentally  profing  and  mufing 
when  Elfric  repeated  his  words,  with  what  the 
Irifli  call  and  about  it.  "  I'm  going  to  take 
the  pledge,  parfon !  for  though  the  beer's  bad, 
— mixed  with  fait,  fugar,  an*  'dulterated, — ever 

1  i  Tim.  iv.  4,  5.     I  am  glad  to  fee  Dr.  C.  Wordfworth,  in  his 
note  on  this  paflage,  confirming  my  view. 
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fince  the  time  old  Harry  Dawfon's  leg  got  bad 
and  he  could  brew  no  more,  there  ifn't  a  drop 
of  good  beer  in  the  Parifh, — yet,  how'mfoiver, 
I  can't  help  drinking  it,  and  it  makes  me  bad, 
— fick,  and  Jwimy4ikey  all-over-ways.  Sam 
Brown  fays  that's  along  of  the  Coclus  Indigo, 
— but  I  don't  know ; — all  I  knows  is  that  all 
the  beer  now's  next  to  pifon.  The  fmuggled 
fpirits  ifn't  wus>  and  I  gave  that  up  long  ago. 
For  the  life  o'  me  I  can't  think  what  becomes 
of  all  the  barley  and  'ops, — the  brewers,  Pm 
fure,  ufe  precious  little.  Jim  Anffield  fays  he 
can't  get  enough  grains  for  his  pig."  And  fare 
enough  my  Friend  Elfric  did  take  the  pledge, 
and  became  a  very  refpeftable  man,  and  more 
than  one  cafe  has  come  to  my  knowledge  in 
which  the  pledge  has  been  of  fervice1.  At 
the  fame  time  thofe  who  are  temperate  in  all 
things  from  higher  motives  fhow  a  deeper 
fenfe  of  Chriftian  refponfibility,  as  I  think. 
Certainly  ufe  and  abufe  are  very  different 
things2.  But  I  muft  recover  all  from  their 
evil  courfes  by  every  means  in  my  power. 

1  This  is  well  illuftrated  in  Mr.  Paul  Kane's  anecdote  of  the  Chief 
Sigennok,  in  his  Wanderings  of  an  Artift.  For  twenty-three  years  he 
had  never  been  known  to  violate  the  promife  he  had  made,  when, 
having  come  like  the  prodigal  to  himfelf,  he  difcovcred  the  degraded 
pofition  to  which  drunkennefs  had  brought  him.     See  p.  12. 

1  The  following  pafiage  has  juft  been  pointed  out  to  me  in  a  number 
of  the  Quarterly  Review,  in  which  the  matter  is  well  put.         ["  The 
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"  My  proreliion 
Binds  me  to  teach  the  defperate  to  repent, 
As  far  as  to  confirm  the  innocent." 

On  a  more  recent  occafion,  on  one  of  my 
vifits  to  the  Vicarage,  I  afked  my  Old  Friend 
what  he  thought  of  the  new-fangled  mode  of 
out-door  preaching,  or,  as  Harry  Witchet 
called  it,  in  his  own  form  of  fpeech,  Ecclefiqftical 
Touting, — alluding  evidently  to  the  old  Scotch 
proverb,  "  A  new  tout  on  an  old  horn," — and* 
with  a  fly  innuendo  perhaps  at  the  ftill  exifting 
touters  of  a  neighbouring  watering-place. 
Only  think  of  his  faying  outright,  after  having 
parted  with  a  modern  Pretender, 

"  We  are  oft  to  blame  in  this, — 
"Tis  too  much  proved,  that,  with  devotion's  vifage, 
And  pious  action,  we  do  fugar  o'er 
The  devil  himfelf." 

He  added,  moreover,  that  in  his  opinion,  all 
this  fufion  as  it  is  commonly  called,  muft  end 
in  confufion,  and  that   reftlefs   people  of  no 

"  The  drunkard,  who  cannot  be  temperate,  mould  by  all  means  take 
the  pledge.  The  folly  of  total  abftinence  advocates  is,  that  they  main- 
tain that,  becaufe  fome  people  drink  too  much,  nobody  elfe  is  to  drink 
at  all,  or  in  other  words,  whatever  one  perfon  abufes  no  one  elfe  is  to 
ufe. 

Should  intemperate  Peter  get  fuddled  with  porter, 
He  muft  beg  fobcr  Paul  to  drink  nothing  but  water : 
Should  Tom  once  exceed,  Dick  will  never  be  free 
To  tafte  any  beverage  ftronger  than  tea. 
Thofe  who  can  gravely  employ  fuch  arguments  prove  at  leaft  that  a 
man's  intellect  may  be  muddled  without  the  aid  of  beer.'*   April,  1857, 
p.  476.     Maga  has   fbme  equally  good  remarks  in  the    December 
Number,  1856,  p.  733. 
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opinions  were  fafhioning  themfelves  in  fhoals, 
for  the  Romanift,  hard  by,  to  throw  his  cafting 
net  over  them.  On  my  faying,  "I  hoped 
not,"  he  made  a  rapid  motion  with  his  fingers, 
as  the  Italians  do  at  Mora, — (the  micare  digitis 
of  the  old  Romans,) — only  adding,  "  Extremes 
meet,  c  for  young  Charbon  the  Puritan,  and 
old  Poyfame  the  Papift,  howfoe'er  their  hearts 
ore  fevered  in  religion,  their  heads  are  both 
one,  they  may  jog  home  together  like  any 
deer  i'  the  herd.*  It's  but  a  new  touty  fay  I." 
"Our  old  college  chum,"  faid  the  Vicar 
with  no  little  ferioufnefs,  "  will  fay  his  fay,  but 
he  is  a  great  obferver  of  mankind,  has  travelled 
far,  knows  the  world  well,  and  looks  right 
through  the  talk  of  men  into  their  deeds, — 
and  fo  far  I  agree  with  him, 

■  That  word  grace, 
In  an  ungracious  mouth,  is  but  profane.1 

For  inftance," — a  middle-aged  woman  croffed 
our  path, — "Louifa  Dolden  there, — fhe  has 
been  known  to  me  fix  and  twenty  years  come 
next  Valentine's  day,  during  the  whole  of  that 
time  has  put  on  a  grave  face,  conftantly 
repeats  that  our  fouls  muft  be  looked  to, 
harps  upon  grace  upon  all  occafions,  .and  I 
makes  the  greateft  poflible   profeflions, — has  I 
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not  an  atom  of  moral  or  religious  principle, 
but  goes  to  preachments,  tree  and  green 
meetings,  and  feats  of  horfemanfliip  indis- 
criminately. I  merely  mention  her,  however, 
literally  en  pajfant,  as  a  fample  of  a  dafe, — nor 
am  I  of  the  number  of  thofe,  you  know  very 
well,  who  would  be  afhamed  to  make  a  pro- 
feflion  of  the  Religion  of  our  Forefathers 
becaufe  fome  do  but  profefe  it.  But  from  long 
experience  in  my  Parifli,  I  am  fhy  of  a  great 
talker  on  folemn  fubjefts.  I  bethink  me 
fometimes,  perhaps,  of  the  melancholy  Jacques, 
cHe  is  too  difputable  for  my  company:  I 
think  of  as  many  matters  as  he ;  but  I  give 
heaven  thanks,  and  make  no  boaft  of  them.' 
To  fay  the  truth,  like  as  in  the  days  of  the 
old  Puritans,  there  has  rifen  up  amongft  us  a 
fort  of  religious  phrafeology  which  ill  conforts 
with  the  lack  of  honefty  and  integrity  which 
every  diligent  Parifli  Prieft  wots  but  too  well 
of.  As  Boyle  faid,  fomewhere,  c  When  the 
pretending  of  religion  grows  to  be  a  thing  in 
requeft,  many  betake  themfelves  to  a  form  of 
religion  who  deny  the  power  of  it;' — and  this 
is  greatly  the  cafe  now.  I  wifh  lefs  ill  may 
come  of  it  than  I  am  led  to  expe<5t,  but  the 
fymptoms    are    decidedly   bad.     One   thing, 
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however,  is  quite  clear,  and  it  is  this :  When 
pretention,  not  to  fay  hypocrify,  is  in  die 
attendant,  thofe  who  are  religious  at  heart 
muft  be  on  the  more  guard  that  their  good 
be  not  evil  fpoken  of.  To  take  up  the  thread 
of  Boyle's  words,  €  Fly,  as  far  as  you  pleafe, 
from  what  we  deteft  in  Hypocrites ;  but  then, 
let  us  confider  what  it  is  we  do  deteft ;  which 
being  a  bare,  and  therefore  a  falfe  pretence  to 
religion,  let  us  only  fhun  fuch  a  pretence, 
which  will  be  beft  done  by  becoming  real 
pofleflbrs  of  the  thing  pretended  to/  In 
the  words  of  an  old  drama, 

'  God  mend  that  is  amifi, 
And  place  true  seal,  whereas  corruption  is.* 

"As  regards  our  out-a-door  preachments 
my  decided  opinion  is,  from  obfervation,  that  it 
muft  reduce  the  numbers  of  any  congregation 
in  the  fummer  months.     It  is  true,  wherever 
the  liftlefs,  the  indifferent,  and  the  bad  may  ' 
be,  the  good  will  always  be  found  within  the  1 
Church  of  their  Forefathers.      But   doubtful  1 
characters  prefer  to  meet  without  the  borders  ' 
of  the  fandtuary,  being  altogether  unable  to  j 
apprehend  the  fpirit  of  David's  words,  (  We  I 
wait  for  thy  loving-kindnefs,  O  Lord,  in  the 
midst  of  thy  temple/     Nothing,  however,  I 
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of  this  fort  lafts  long,  and  when  the  novelty 
is  over,  and  the  vanity  of  many  haranguers 
fatiffied,  the  people  will  again  throng  the 
courts  of  the  Lord's  houfe,  and  be  contented 
with  the  pleafures  of  a  holy  worfhip,  where 
holy  men  keep  holiday !  Then  too  will  many 
good  men  rejoice,  who  could  not  oppofe, 
though  they  could  not  approve,  becaufe  the 
motives  of  thofe  who  thought  and  adted  other- 
wife,  were  as  good  as,  and  equally  confcientious 
with,  their  own.  Such  people  as  thefe  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  mere  ftrife  of  parties. 

'  Thefe  wretched  eminent  things 
Leave  no  more  fame  behind  them,  than  mould  one 
Fall  in  a  froft,  and  leave  his  print  in  fnow  j 
As  foon  as  the  fun  Ames,  it  ever  melts 
Both  form  and  matter.     I  have  ever  thought, 
Nature  doth  nothing  fo  great  for  great  men 
As  when  {he's  pleafed  to  make  them  lords  of  truth : 
Integrity  of  life  is  fame's  beft  friend, 
Which  nobly,  and  beyond  death,  ihall  crown  the  end.' 

"  For  my  part,"  continued  the  Old  Vicar, 
"  for  thefe  twenty  and  fix  years,  by  the  Sea- 
board and  the  Down,  I  have  'gone  forth 
in  the  ftrength  of  the  Lord  God,  and  have  made 
mention  of  his  righteoufnefs  only,  but  at  the 
fame  time  I  have  prefled  upon  the  great  con- 
gregation that  they  muft  be  righteous  alfo 
according  to  the  capacities  of  a  man,— beyond 
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it  alfo,  in  as  far  forth  as  they  are  aflifted  by 
the  Holy  Spirit.  And  therefore  is  it  that  in 
my  plain  difcourfes  I  have  always  maintained 
that  moral  and  religious  principle  are  infepara- 
ble.  Like  the  ftaves  and  the  rings,  as  it  is 
in  the  Book  of  Exodus,  they  are  not  to  be 
taken  from  the  ark.  By  this  means,  under 
God's  bleffing  on  human  toil,  much  good  has 
been  effected.  For  example,  within  the  period 
of  years  alluded  to,  not  only  has  drunkennefs, 
common  fwearing,  and  profanenefs,  generally, 
very  much  decreafed,  but  there  has  been  a 
great  diminution  alfo  in  the  number  of 
illegitimate  births.  But,  depend  upon  it,  a 
decreafe  in  Sacramental  Ordinances  will  produce 
an  increafe  in  Baftardy.  Out-door  preach- 
ments and  evening  fervices  lead  to  this  in 
country  places.  Indeed,  fince  the  worfhipping 
on  the  green,  and  under  every  green  tree 
commenced, — with  churches  clofe  at  hand, — 
there  has  been  an  evident  increafe  in  over 
drefs  in  our  young  women,  and  hard-earned 
money  that  fhould  have  been  fpent  in  pro- 
vifioning  the  family  has  been  fpent  in  tawdry. 
One  ftriking  inftance  of  a  daughter's  robbing 
a  father  came  within  my  own  knowledge.  O  ! 
that  the  experiences  in  my  Parifh  were  not  fo 
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painful!  But  I  fear  all  thofe  who  work  a 
Parifh  as  I  have  done  have  full  caufe  for  tears 
in  fecret  places !  To  fay  nothing  of  the  over- 
flowings of  ungodlinefs  in  others,  one's  own 
fhortcomings  are  as  the  fwelling  of  Jordan!" 
So  fpake  the  grey-headed  old  man  paffionately 
and  feelingly, — and  then  he  added, — "  Where 
there  is  not  room  for  the  worfhippers,  preach 
on  the  road  or  the  Down  fide, — preach  on  the 
green, — preach  as  did  John  Wefley  at  Win- 
chelfea  beneath  fome  reverent  tree !, — (I  have 
often  told  you  how  I  faw  the  old  man  there 
who  heard  him  as  a  boy,  and  ftill  remembered 
his  grey  hairs  as  they  floated  to  the  wind,) — 

1  In  Kett's  rebellion  in  Norfolk,  Matthew  Parker,  afterwards  Abp. 
of  Canterbury,  preached  to  the  infurgents  from  an  oak  tree,  called  the 
tree  of  reformation,  "a  fermon  of  prudence,  fobriety,  and  moderation." 
Strype's  Life,  i.  52.     Ed.  Clar. 

Latimer,  in  one  of  his  fermons,  has  fome  racy  words.  "  I  would  our 
preachers  would  preach  fitting  or  ftanding,  one  way  or  another.  It 
was  a  goodly  pulpit  that  our  Saviour  Chrift  had  gotten  him  here,  an 
old  rotten  boat,  and  yet  he  preached  his  Father's  will,  his  Father's 
meflage  out  of  this  pulpit.  He  cared  not  for  the  pulpit  fo  he  might  do 
the  people  good.  Indeed  it  is  to  be  commended  for  the  preacher  to 
ftand  or  fit,  as  the  place  is ;  but  I  would  not  have  it  fo  fuperftitioufly 
efteemed  but  that  a  good  preacher  may  declare  the  word  of  God  fitting 
on  a  horfe,  or  preaching  in  a  tree.  And  yet,  if  this  fhould  be  done, 
the  unpreaching  Prelates  would  laugh  it  to  fcorn.  And  though  it  be 
good  to  have  the  pulpit  fet  up  in  churches,  that  the  people  may  refort 
thither,  yet  I  would  not  have  it  fo  fuperftitioufly  ufed,  but  that  in  a 
profane  place  the  word  of  God  might  be  preached  fometimes,  and  I 
would  not  have  the  people  offended  withal,  no  more  than  they  be 
with  our  Saviour  Chrift's  preaching  out  of  a  boat.  And  yet  to  have 
pulpits  in  Churches,  it  is  very  well  done  to  have  them }  but  they  fhould 
be  occupied,  for  it  is  a  vain  thing  to  have  them  as  they  ftand  in  many 
churches/*  ■  Sixth  Sermon  before  King  Edward  VI. 
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preach  any  where,  preach  every  where.  But 
as  you  cherifh  their  fouls'  health,  don't  let  the 
people  forget  that  the  Lord's  houfe  is  The 
House  of  Prayer,  and  that  a  really  prayerful 
people  are  a  holy  people !  How  few,  com- 
paratively, who,  when  they  repeat  the  Pfalmift's 
words,  c  Thou  that  heareft  the  prayer,  unto  thee 
Jhall  allflejh  come  J  can  fay  with  him, 

CBUT  I  GIVE  MYSELF  UNTO  PRAYER  !'" 

At  the  fame  time  it  is  not  to  be  forgotten 
what  the  excellent  How  fays  in  one  of  his 
Devout  Meditations.  "Prayer,  unaccompa- 
nied with  a  fervent  love  of  God,  is  like  a  lamp 
unlighted ;  the  words  of  the  one,  without  love, 
being  as  unprofitable  as  the  oil  and  cotton  of 
the  other  without  flame." 

Another  point  there  was  which  gave  the 
Old  Vicar  great  concern,  and  that  was  the 
habit  of  talking  !  many  people  had  taken  upon 
religious  fubjefts.  "The  refult  of  my  ex- 
perience," he  would  fay,  "  is  not  good  on  this 
head.  There  is  no  depth  in  fuch  people,  and 
their  practice  never  keeps  pace  with  their 
words.  For  example,  there's  Jim  Beeding 
and  his  hurly-burly  wife, — both  deftitute  of 

1  "  Let  people  complain  of  parfons,  and  parfons  of  people  j  I  am 
fure  neither  are  canonical, —neither  the  mere  vocal  preacher,  nor  the 
preaching  auditor."     Whitlock's  Zootomia,  The  Happy  Match,  p.  199. 
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religious  principle, — who  run  here  and  there, 
even  on  working  days,  and  are  never  fatiffied 
with  the  number  of  fermons  and  ledtures  they 
can  compafs.  I  merely  mention  them  as  a 
fample  of  a  feft.  They  are  troubled  with 
overmuch  hearing, — fand  they  had  better 
have  been  ferving  the  neceflities  of  their 
homes/  fays  Jeremy  Taylor,  in  curt,  but 
expreffive  language,  not  much  diflimilar  to 
that  of  Donne's,  f  He  upon  whofe  hard  labour 
the  fuftentation  of  his  family  depends,  may 
offend  God  in  running  after  many  working- 
day  fermons.'  Far  be  it  from  me  to  (peak 
hardly  of  any  who  are  following  on  to  know 
the  Lord,  but  fermon-hunting  and  an  unholy 
life  aflbrt  ill  together.  The  mafk  and  the 
vizor  of  the  hypocrite  bring  an  ill  name  upon 
our  mod  holy  faith.  f  The  Lord  is  a  God  of 
knowledge^  and  by  him  aftions  are  weighed! 
That  fermon  by  the  Rev.  John  Caird,  preached 
before  the  Queen,  and  publifhed  at  her  com- 
mand, called  Religion  in  Common  Life,  is 
one  of  the  beft  of  its  kind,  and  I  wiftrit  had 
been  preached  by  one  of  her  own  chaplains. 
The  truths  contained*  in  it  are  altogether  con- 
trary to  the  meek  pretention  we  are  obliged 
to  witnefs   every  day.      Some   talkers  there 
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are,  however,  who  are  really  good  people, — 
and  it  is  only  their  way. 

'  Some  of  the  fermon  talk,  a  (bber  crowd, 
And  loudly  praife  if  it  were  preached  aloud.* 

The  fimpleft  fermons,  conveyed  in  the  fimpleft 
language,  ufually  do  moft  good.  They  leave 
little  to  talk  about,  but  fend  the  hearer  home 
in  filence,  and  contemplation,  and  in  the  fpirit 
of  Prayer.  I  never  wifh  to  hear  a  Preacher 
who  is  more  anxious  to  make  his  expreflions 
than  his  hearers  good."  And  taking  down 
Boyle's  Occafional  Meditations  my  old  Friend 
read  out  the  following  paflage,  cc  In  fuch  kind 
of  fermons,  there  is  little  fpoken  either  from 
the  heart  or  to  the  heart ;  the  orator  and  the 
auditory  tacitly  agreeing  to  deceive  themfelves, 
and  the  converfion  of  finners,  being  neither 
the  eflfedt,  nor  the  aim,  of  fuch  florid,  but 
unedifying  difcourfes,  the  bufinefs  is  tranfafted 
on  both  fides,  as  if  the  Preacher  thought  he 
had  done  his  part,  when  he  has  fliown  his  wit, 
and  the  hearers  thought  they  had  done  theirs, 
when  they  have  commended  it."  In  all  ages 
we  run  from  one  extreme  into  another,  and  (o 
it  is  at  the  prefent  time.  Laxity  and  indif- 
ference has  run  out  into  Puritanical  pretenfion, 
and  a  precifeiiefs  which  neither  we  nor  our 
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fathers  were  able  to  bear  long.  The  knot 
was  tied  too  tight  and  it  fnapped.  According 
to  fome  experience  in  my  Parilh,  thofe  ferve 
God  beft,  and  continue  to  ferve  Him,  who 
do  fo  cheerfully, — making,  in  charity,  great 
allowances  for  the  fliortcomings  of  their 
brethren. 

" '  It  is  the  age's  mood,* 
He  faid, '  we  boaft  and  do  not     We  put  up 
Hoftelry  figns,  where'er  we  lodge  a  day, — 
Some  red  coloflal  cow,  with  mighty  paps, 
A  Cyclop'8  finger  could  not  ftrain  to  milk  : 
Then  bring  out  prefently  our  faucer  full 
Of  curds.    We  want  fbme  quiet  in  our  works, 
More  knowledge  of  the  bounds  in  which  we  work j — 
More  knowledge  that  each  individual  man 
Remains  an  Adam  to  the  general  race, 
Conftrained  to  fee,  like  Adam,  that  he  keep 
His  perfonal  ftate's  condition  honcftly, 
Or  vain  all  thoughts  of  his  to  help  the  world, 
Which  ftill  ffluft  be  developed  from  its  one, 
If  bettered  in  its  many.    We,  indeed, 
Who  think  to  lay  it  out  new,  like  a  park, 
We  take  a  work  on  us  which  is  not  man's  j 
•  For  God  alone  fits  far  enough  above 
To  fpeculate  fo  largely.* " 

And  the  old  man  fighed,  and  faid  mournfully, 
"  We  are  not  better  than  our  fathers  !  " 

Thefe  and  many  other  experiences  in  his 
Parifh  by  the  Sea-board  and  the  Down,  the 
Old  Vicar  laid  before  me  on  feveral  recent  oc- 
cafions.  As  regards  myfelf,  I  had  lately  been 
reading  that  ftriking  publication,  Adam  Bede, 
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and 'I  thought  the  two  following  paflages  con- 
tained a  good  deal  in  them.  I  tranfcribed  them 
at  the  time,  and  on  reading  them  to  my  old 
Friend,  he  faid  with  a  fmile, "  I  will  infert  them 
in  my  notes." 

"  This  is  my  way  o'  looking  at  it,  there's 
the  Spirit  o'  God  in  all  things  at  all  times, 
week  day  as  well  as  Sunday,  and  i'  the  great 
works  and  inventions,  and  i'  the  figuring  and 
mechanics.  And  God  helps  us  with  our  head 
pieces,  and  our  hands,  as  well  as  with  our 
fouls,  and  if  a  man  does  bits  o'  jobs  out  o* 
working  hours, — builds  a  oven  for's  wife  to 
fave  her  from  going  to  the  bakehoufe,  or 
fcrats  at  his  bit  o'  garden  and  makes  two 
potatoes  grow  inftead  o'  one,  he's  doing  more 
good,  and  he's  juft  as  near  to  God  as  if  he 
was  running  after  fome  preacher  and  a  praying 
and  a  groaning." 

"  Mrs.  Poyfer  ufed  to  fay, — you  know  fhe 
would  have  her  word  about  every  thing, — lhe 
faid  f  Mr.  Irwill '  (the  old  Redtor)  c  was  like 
a  good  meal  o'  viduals,  you  was  the  better  for 
him  without  thinking  on  it;  and  Mr.  Ryde 
was  like  a  dofe  of  phyfic,  he  griped  you,  and 
worrited  you,  and  after  all  he  left  you  much 
the  fame.' " 
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CHAPTER  XXXV. 

The  Church  of  our  Forefathers. 

"  The  Church's  proper  arms  be  tears  and  prayers, 
Peter's  true  keys  to  open  earth  and  fky, 
Which  if  the  pricft  out  of  his  pride's  defpair 
Will  into  Tybris  caft,  and  Paul's  fword  try  j 
God's  facred  word  he  therein  doth  abandon 
And  run  with  flefhly  confidence  at  random." 

"  Mild  people  therefore  honour  you  your  king, 
Reverence  your  priefts,  but  never  under  one 
Frail  creature  both  your  foul  and  body  bring', 
But  keep  the  better  part  to  God  alone, 
The  foul  his  image  is,  and  only  he 
Knows  what  it  is,  and  what  it  ought  to  be." 

"  In  things  plain  and  eafy  every  man  can  be  a  judge,  becaufe  indeed 
there  needs  none,  for  there  is  no  oueftion ;  but  in  things  of  difficulty, 
and  when  evidently  God  is  not  di /honoured,  it  is  very  much  our  duty 
to  obey  the  Church." 

"  In  all  the  Scripture  we  find  not,  that  either  any  that  were  holy  in 
deed,  or  that  took  upon  them  to  be  holy,  no,  nor  he  that  was  holinefs 
itfelf,  did  feparate  and  withdraw  from  the  public  fervice  of  the  con- 
gregation." 

"  God  hath  manifefted  hirafelf  to  man  in  Chrifr,  and  manifcfte 
Chriit  in  the  Scriptures ;  and  manifefted  the  Scriptures  in  the  Church." 

HANKS  to  God,  the  Church  of 
our  Forefathers  ftill  abides  in  its 
place.  But,  as  faid  a  truthful 
fon  of  it,  "  If  the  Lord  were  not 
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on  the  Church's  fide,  when  man  rifes  up 
againft  it,  if  He  did  not  rebuke  the  proud 
waves,  and  fet  them  their  bounds  how  far  they 
fliould  go— there  would  be  no  more  power 
in  the  Church  to  withftand  them,  than  in  a 
level  of  fand,  to  refill  an  inundation  of  the  fea." 
Notwithftanding  all  our  (hortcomings  and 
mifdoings  God  is  ftill  in  the  midft  of  us,  and 
the  mountain  of  the  Lord's  Houfe,  to  ufe  the 
Jews'  fafhion  of  fpeech  in  the  Prophecy,  ftill 
maintains  its  ground.  If  we  lofe  our  fure 
footing  it  is  our  own  fault.  In  it — in  the 
Church  of  our  Forefathers, — the  full  doftrine 
according  to  godlinefs  is  to  be  found,  whether 
our  practice  is  accordingly  or  not.  No  com- 
mon woman  was  fhe,  who  in  her  laft  Will  and 
Teftament,  thus  exprefled  herfelf,  cc  Je  reconh 
mpnde  h  mes  fils  de  ne  jamais  outlier  que  la 
crainte  de  Dieu  eft  le  commencement  de  toute 
Jagejfey  qtCelle  eft  un  guide  et  une  lumihre  dans 
la  prqfphitk  et  un  appui  dans  Vinfortune"  She 
who  uttered  thefe  words,  in  her  moft  folemn 
privacy,  was  not  of  our  Church,  but  they 
fpeak  a  great  truth  to  every  member  of  it, 
and  thofe  who  wifh  that  fhe  may  retain  her 
pofition  ftrive  to  be  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord 
all  the  day  long. 
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"  We  feken  fefte  after  felicit*, 
But  we  go  wrong  full  often  trowely." 

So  fang  Dan  Chaucer,  and,  depend  upon  it, 
none  go  more  wrong  than  thofe  who  forget 
their  mother-Church.  And  a  time  it  is  now, 
of  all  others,  for  thofe  who  love  it,  to  think 
of  the  Church  of  our  Forefathers.  "  Such 
whales  have  I  heard  on  a*  the  land,  who  never 
leave  gaping,  till  they've  fwaliowed  the  whole 
Parifh,  church,  fteeple,  bells,  and  all."  How 
many  indeed,  are  there,  who  might  fay  with 
Falftaff,  if  they  would  but  fay  the  truth,  "An 
I  have  not  forgotten  what  the  infide  of  a 
Church  is  ,made  of,  I  am  a  pepper  corn,  a 
brewer's  horfe :  the  infide  of  a  Church!  Com- 
pany, villainous  company  hath  been  the  fpoil 
ofme!" 

The  Church  of  our  Forefathers! 

What  thoughts  does  the  very  name  ftir  up 
in  our  minds !  Birth,  and  the  New  Birth  in 
Baptifm — Marriages— Sicknefles — Death,  and 
Chrift's  vidtory  over  Death,  and  the  Refur- 
redtion  from  the  Dead ! — all  thefe  things  rufh 
acrofs  the  mind  of  a  faithful  man  when  he 
gives  it  up  to  holy  meditation !  No  wonder 
that  St.  Paul  called  upon  the  people  not  to 
forfake  "  the  ajfembling  of  them/elves  together, 
g  g  2 
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as  the  manner  of  fome  is"  No  wonder  that 
one  of  the  earlieft  records  of  the  Chriftian 
Church,  after  the  Apoftles*  time,  gave  the 
fame  counfel,  "  Let  it  be  your  earneft  care  to 
aflemble  together  as  often  as  you  may  for  j 
the  praife  and  glory  of  God.  For  when  ye  I 
do  often  meet  together  in  the  fame  place,  1 
pulled  down  are  the  powers  of  Satan,  and 
diflblved  is  his  mifchief,  by  the  one-minded- 
nefs,  or,  unity  of  your  Faith l"  Depend 
upon  it,  fuch  as  meet  together  folemnly  in  the 
Houfe  of  Prayer  gain  a  fure  footing  even  on 
this  fide  the  grave.  And  the  Pfalmift's  advice 
holdeth  good  for  ever  and  for  aye,  "  My  foot 
ftandeth  rights  I  will  praife  the  Lord  in  the 
congregations!"  Whether  within  fome  "worm- 
eaten  hold  of  ragged  ftone," — or  within,  what 
an  old  Poet  calls, 

"  The  figured  walls 
Imboft  with  rare  and  antick  fculptery," 

there  it  is  well  to  be  found,  and  there  were 
our  forefathers  found,  and  their  fimple  Faith 
was  no  fmall  part  of  their  happinefs.  The 
good  old  fouls,  like  Joan  Dartford,  who  faid, 
when  accufed  of  Herefy,  that  "  fhe  had  only 


1  "  SirotridfcTc  oZv  wvicvfotpoy  #c.T.i.' 
c.  xiii. 
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learnt  the  Creed  and  Ten  Commandments,  and 
never  durft  meddle  with  the  profound  myfteries 
of  religion,"  never  meddled  with  unneceflary 
difputations,  but  came  to  worfhip,  as  good 
men  ufe  to  do,  and  if  the  world  went  hard 
with  them,  as  it  ofttimes  did,  they  found  their 
comfort  in  the  fanftuary.  Not  given  to  divi- 
fions  or  differences  were  fuch  people.  The 
Church  of  our  Forefathers  made  up  dif- 
ferences inftead  of  widening  them, — and  many 
a  hard  grip  of  the  hand  given  at  the  Church 
Porch,  where  to  converfe  was  pleafant  before 
Service,  was  a  fure  Reconciler.  Who  remem- 
bers not  the  words  of  Parfon  Evans, — words 
that  have  a  wide  import,  though  fpoken  as 
Shakfpeare  fo  often  fpeaks?  "If  Sir  John 
Falftaffhave  committed  difparagements  unto 
you,  I  am  of  the  Church,  and  will  be  glad  to 
do  my  benevolence,  and  to  make  atonements 
and  compromifes  between  you."  What  pith 
is  contained  in  the  words  of  Jacques !  One 
would  think  he  had  had  the  New  Marriage 
Aft  in  view.  "  And  will  you  be  married 
under  a  bufli,  like  a  beggar?  Get  you  to 
the  Church,  and  have  a  good  Prieft  that  can 
tell  you  what  marriage  is :  this  fellow  will  but 
join   you   together   as  they  join  Wainfcote; 
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then  one  of  you  will  prove  a  fhrunk  pannel,  I 
and  like  green  timber,  warp,  warp  ! "  Little  I 
notice  had  fuch  worfhippers  of  a  Marriage  . 
Aft,  or  a  Divorce  Aft,  which 

"Lilcean  atheift 
Scoffed  at  the  form  and  orders  of  the  Church.*' 

Untaught,  half  educated,  many  of  them  un-  : 
able  to  write  as  a  Saxon  King  or  Theyn,  and 
only  able  to  bite  a  feal  with  their  wang-tooth  \ 
or  make  the  fign  of  the  crofs  for  a  fignature, 
they  knew  intuitively  that  "Religion  is  the 
centre  which  unites,  and  the  cement  which 
connefts  the  feveral  parts  or  members  of  the 
political  body.  Such  it  hath  been  held  by  all 
wife  men,  from  the  remoteft  times  down  to 
our  ingenious  contemporaries :  who,  if  they 
are  in  the  right,  it  muft  be  admitted  that  all 
the  reft  of  the  world  have  been  in  the  wrong." 
Very  excellent  advice  is  given  in  thefe  lines, 

"  To  the  temple ! 
And  there  with  humblenels  praife  heaven's  bounties; 
For  bleifings  ne'er  defcend  from  thence,  but  when 
A  facrifice  in  thanks  afcends  from  men.*' 


1  "  Gewang.     The  cheek  or  vumg.     Hereof  the  fide  teeth  are  called 
wang  teeth.     Before  the  ufe  of  feals  was  in  England,  divers  writings 
had  the  wax  of  them  bitten  with  the  wang  tooth  of  him  that  patted 
them 5  which  was  alio  therein  mentioned  in  rhyme,  thus, 
'  /*  vnttujj'e  ofthefothe 

Ich  have  bitten  this  toaxt  witk  my  xoang  tot  he. %  ** 
Verftegan's  Restitution  of  Decayed  Intelligence,  p.  %%$.  Ed.  1628. 
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One  day  I  was  converfing  with  the  Old 
Vicar  on  the  great  bleflednefe  of  pure  Church 
Worftiip,  when  he  faid,  "  I  ftiall  never  forget 
how  once,  when  a  boy,  having  walked  over 
the  Breiddon, — (I  refted  by  Rodney's  Pillar 
on  the  fummit,) — I  dropped  upon  a  finall 
Church  one  Sunday  morning,  on  the  other 
fide  of  it.  My  intention  was  to  have  reached 
Llanfylin  for  Church,  hard  by  to  which  I  had 
a  friend  living,  who  was  as  my  own  foul, — 
but  I  found  I  fhould  be  too  late,  and  fo  I 
halted.  However,  I  was  in  time  for  the 
Church-fervice  in  the  little  village,  though  I 
had  no  time  to  lofe,  as  the  bell  was  tolling  in. 
Indeed,  I  was  afraid  I  was  late  as  it  was,  for  I 
faw  no  one  about.  How  folemn  was  the 
filence,  —  the  little  churchyard  how  very 
beautiful!  each  grave,  as  was  the  cuftom, 
decked  with  flowers  and  evergreens.  But  if  I 
was  taken  by  the  filence  of  the  place,  and  the 
beauty  of  the  fpot,  the  fpirit  of  the  Sabbath 
fell  doubly  upon  me  when  I  beheld  the  wor- 
fhippers, — a  great  congregation  l  in  the  fight 
of  God,  though  hardly  exceeding  in  number 
fome  twenty-five  or   thirty,   with   the   aged 

1  Such  i;  oftentimes  a  little  flock — two  or  three  gathered  together, — 
in  the  ordered  place — to  hear  the  word  of  the  Lord  in  the  Lord's 
houfe.  See  Luke  zii.  32.   Matt,  xviii.  ao.   Judg.  vi.  26.  Jer.  xxrri.  6. 
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minifter  at  the  head  of  them,  in  the  fight  of 
man !  All  was  old — and  with  an  exception  or 
two, — all  old  men, — moft  of  them  in  the  moft 
primitive  fpe&acles,  and  one  or  two  with  a 
Welfh  wig  on.  No  need  was  there  of  a  clerk 
there, — all  made  the  refponfes  in  the  moft 
folemn  manner.  It  was  not  here  as  at  Goa, 
where  Bifhop  D.  Wilfon  recounts  that c  each 
lady,  gracefully  enveloped  in  the  lace  mantilla, 
fat  in  her  own  chair,  or  knelt  on  her  own 
little  fquare  of  exclusive  carpet ; ' — but,  all 
were  equal  worfhippers  without  refpeft  of 
perfons,  and*  tongue  of  bleffing  feemed  to  light 
on  the  head  of  each.  After  the  Prayers  were 
over,  their  aged  Paftor  afcended  the  Pulpit, 
and  addrefled  them  in  one  of  the  plaineft  and 
fimpleft  fermons, — but  as  impreffive  a  one  as 
ever  was  delivered.  His  addrefs  completed, 
the  benevolent  old  man  came  down  from  the 
Pulpit, — and  not  a  member  of  the  congrega- 
tion ftirred  till  he  had  taken  off  his  furplice, 
and  walked  down  the  fingle  aifle  between  the 
old  oaken  benches,  of  all  fizes  and  lhapes, 
fome  pretty  ftraight,  but  others  funken,  and 
all  aflant.  Outfide  the  door  there  was  a 
general  converfation  with  the  venerable  man, 
— in  my  life  I  never  faw  any  thing  fo  patri- 
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archal !  On  inquiry  I  found  that  in  the  after- 
noon every  feat  would  be  full  of  the  young 
and  the  middle-aged, — in  the  morning  (there 
was  no  difguife  about  it)  they  were  engaged 
with  their  dairies,  and  other  farming  matters." 
And  the  Old  Vicar  wiped  his  glafles  at  the 
mere  remembrance  of  fuch  holinefs,  and  he 
added,  "  I  dare  fay  in  that  Parifh  there  was 
the  full  aflbrtment  of  rough  characters,— lovers 
of  cwrwy  —  evening  hoofers  at  the  fmall 
public, — but  it  was  a  place  where  God  was 
feared  in  His  Holy  Houfe,  and  as  long  as  I 
live  I  fhall  never  forget  it.  I  very  much 
doubt  if  we  are  any  better  for  being  more 
faftidious, — and,  perhaps,  more  addi&ed  to 
long  fermons  and  fhort  prayers.  c  The  fault 
of  our  time  is,  that  we  build  ourfelves,  and 
our  worldly  eftates,  and  little  refpedt  the 
common  good  of  the  Church/  Without 
ftumbling  on  a  theological  difcuffion,  I  don't 
diflike  the  words  of  Crabbe. 

<  "  What  is  a  Church  ? "     Let  Truth  and  reafon  fpeak. 
They  would  reply,  "  The  faithful,  pure,  and  meek  $ 
From  Chriftian  folds,  the  one  fele&ed  race 
Of  all  profeilions,  and  of  every  place.*'  * 

I  recoiled  to  have  read  fomewhere  of  Sir 
Thomas  More,  how  on  being  fent  for  whilft 
he  was  at  Mafs  by  bluff  Harry,  he  returned 
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anfwer  that  he  would  attend  upon  his  Majefty 
fo  foon  as  he  had  done  homage  to  the  King 
of  Kings.  One  can  but  wifli  that  the  people 
fhould  render  fuch  fervice  every  where.  They 
would  be  the  better  for  it  all  their  lives  long, 
and 

1  The  why  is  plain  as  way  to  Pariih  Church-' 

For,  look  to  the  Church  of  our  Fore- 
fathers, and  you  will  fee  that  it  was  their 
greateft  boon.  They  had  a  fenfible  apprehen- 
fion  that  humiliation  of  fpirit,  unfeigned  repent- 
ance, declared  vifibly,  but  filently,  before  the 
Church, — that  prayer,  and  praife,  and  thankf- 
giving,  and  whatever  elfe  appertains  to  God's 
glory, — was  for  the  benefit  of  the  Creature. 
Indeed,  all  other  beauty  pales  before  the 
Beauty  of  Holinefs. 

'  There  is  no  beauty  or  eftate  compared 
To  that  refulteth  from  the  fool.1 

"  The  power  of  the  Crofs,  even  over  thofe 
whofe  belief  in  it  was  doubtful,  has  been 
known  to  be  great.  Take  the  cafe  of  Pizarro. 
c  While  ftretched  on  the  floor  after  being 
pierced  with  feveral  fwords,  and  in  the  agonies 
of  death,  he  is  faid  to  have  traced  with  his 
fingers  a  crofs  upon  the  blood-ftamed  floor, 
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and  was  in  the  acft  of  kiffing  this,  when  a 
ftroke  from  one  of  the  confpirators  put  an 
end  to  his  eventful  exiftence.' 

"  We  are  now  living,"  continued  my  old 
Friend,  "  in  days  of  great  changes,  and  to  fay 
nothing  about  fome  of  the  clergy  themfelves, 
who  are  making  needlefe  alterations,  and  fub- 
verting  a  well-regulated  order  of  things  with 
their  own  hands, — unfaftening,  as  it  were,  the 
links  that  bound  the  people  to  their  Parifh 
Church, — there  are  many  others  who  are 
egging  them  on  with  no  loving  fpirit,  and 
laughing  at  their  fimplicity.  Legion  is  the 
name  of  that  band  of  irreligious  innovators 
who  are  making  tools  of  weak  Churchmen, — 
or,  at  leaft,  of  thofe  who  call  themfelves  fuch, 
and  eat  the  bread  of  the  Church. 

*  To  be  of  no  religion 
Argues  a  fubtlc  moral  underftanding, 
And  it  is  often  cherimed  V 


1  Beaumont  and  Fletcher,  The  Elder  Brother,  Aft  v.  Sc.  i.  "  Re- 
ligion hath  in  former  days  been  cheriihed  and  reverenced  by  wife 
patriots  and  lawgivers,  as  knowing  it  to  be  impoffiblc  that  a  nation 
fhould  thrive  and  flourifli  without  virtue,  or  that  virtue  mould  fubfift 
without  confcience,  or  confcience  without  religion  5  infomuch  that  an 
atheift  or  infidel  was  looked  on  with  abhorrence,  and  treated  as  an 
enemy  to  his  country.  But  in  thefe  wifer  times,  a  cold  indifference  for 
the  national  religion,  and  indeed  for  all  matters  of  faith  and  Divine 
Worfhip,  is  thought  good  fenfe.  It  has  even  become  fafhionable  to 
decry  religion;  and  that  little  talent  of  ridicule  is  applied  to  fuch 
wrong  purpofes,  that  a  good  Chriftian  can  hardly  keep  himfelf  in 
countenance. "     Berkeley's  Works,  Vol.  iii.  65. 
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But,  whilft  all  this  is  in  courfe,  as  regards  a 
holy  devotion,  we  abide  by  the  Church  of  our 
Forefathers,  counfelling  every  improvement, 
and  lending  a  hand  to  all  that  is  profitable. 
At  the  fame  time,"  added  the  Old  Vicar, 
"  this  muft  be  imprefled  upon  all  thofe  who 
fit  at  our  feet — that  what  is  plaineft  is  moft 
profitable  for  fouls.  For,  as  Berkeley  fays, 
cThe  Chriftian  Religion  was  calculated  for 
the  bulk  of  mankind,  and  therefore  cannot 
reafonably  be  fuppofed  to  confift  in  fubtle  and 
nice  notions.  From  the  time  that  Divinity 
was  confidered  as  a  fcience,  and  human  reafon 
enthroned  in  the  fan&uary  of  God,  the  hearts 
of  its  profeflbrs  feem  to  have  been  lefs  under 
the  influence  of  grace.*  " 

"  Nothing  of  this  fort,"  I  interpoled, 
"  attached  to  the  fimple  worfhippers  you 
dropped  upon  on  the  confines  of  Shropfhire 
and  Montgomeryfhire.  Long  ere  this  they're 
paft  and  gone.     But, 

'  Loft  bodies  that  have  bin 
Scattered  amongft  the  elements,  fliall  be 
Convened  t'  the  Court  of  Immortality/ 

And  the  good  old  Parfon  too.  A  faithful 
Preacher  in  thofe  days  reign'd  influence.  The 
world  was  not  under  the  influence  of  words, — 
or  violets,  or  white  handkerchiefs. 
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'  His  form  and  caufe  conjoined,  preaching  to  ftones 
Would  make  them  capable  ! '  " 

"  So  pleafant  is  the  remembrance  of  that 
Sunday, — that  had  I  time  and  means  and 
opportunity  I  would  go  over  all  the  ground 
again, — to  be  difappointed,  I  fear, — certainly 
to  encounter  many  regrets.  For,  how  many 
of  the  Friends  I  was  on  my  way  to  vifit  are 
no  more  feen ! "  And,  as  the  old  man  brufhed 
his  eyelafhes,  he  raifed  his  voice  more  than 
ufual,  and  faid  with  much  emotion,  "  If  any 
afk  flightingly  and  with  a  queftioning  fpirit, 
c  Will  God  indeed  dwell  on  earth  ?  behold,  the 
heaven  and  the  heaven  of  heavens  cannot  contain 
thee:  how  much  left  this  houfe  that  I  have 
builded  ?  '  His  words  unto  Solomon  are  words 
of  fpirit  and  of  power  ftill.  c  /  have  heard 
thy  prayer  and  thy  /application,  that  thou  haji 
made  before  me:  I  have  hallowed  this  houfe, 
which  thou  haft  built,  to  put  my  name  therefor 
ever ;  and  mine  eyes  and  mine  heart  /hall  be 
there  perpetually.*  It  is  never  to  be  forgotten 
that  the  Holy  One  of  God  did  in  His  un- 
finning  humanity,  worfhip  even  as  other  men, 
in  the  Synagogue,  or  Public  Church  of  His 
nation.  Pleafant  muft  it  have  been  to  thofe 
fimple  worfhippers  beneath  old  Breiddon  to 
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King  John,  A€t 
▼.  Sc.  vii. 


read   in  St.  Luke,  how  when   'he  came  to 
Nazareth ,    where   he   had  been   brought  up:\ 
as  his  custom  was,  he  went  into  thefynagogue  \ 
on  thejabbath  day ' .'     What  was  the  cuftom  of 
the  Lord  our  Righteoufnefs  is  furely  a  good 
Chriftian  cuftom  for  all  ages  yet  to  come ! , 
Thofe  who   fhall   teach  otherwife,    are  what1 
Lord  Brooke  calls  ( forgemafters  of  our  woes.' 
Thofe  who  fhall  do  all  they  can  to  gather  the 
people  together,  in  the  appointed  place, — the  i 
Church  of  their  Forefathers, — thefewill  in  the 
end  be  found  their  country's  trueft  and  moft 
faithful  fubje&s. 

'  Nought  fhall  mike  us  rue,  I 

If  England  to  itfelf  do  reft  but  true  ! ' 

It  diftrefles  me  fadly  to  fee  the  effeft  of  not 
worfhipping  where  good  men  of  all  ages  have  , 
been  ufed  to  worfhip.     Churchlefs  and  un-  i 
facramental  people,  within  lefs  than  fifty  or  | 
fixty  years,  become,  in  the  common  courfe  of 
defcenty   rude   and   unmannerly.      Meanwhile 
thofe  who  uphold  them  are  obliged  to  aflent 
to  their  low  manners,  and  are  not  untainted 


1  As  the  golden-mouthed  Father  (aid,  "  'O  ybp  0cbs  obit  Aty&w 
itdyra  irotc*,  &AAa  iclxpirreu  <nry«caTa/JdV«t  tia  r^y  woAA^r  wrrov 
<pi\avQpw*la»"  that  is,  "  God  doeth  not  all  things  on  a  fudden,  but 
ufeth  condefcenfion  becaufe  of  his  plenteous  love  toward  man.'*  S. 
Chryfoft.  Horn.  iv.  in  Colofs.  i.  25. 
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with  their  low  principles.  Mifery,  they  fay, 
makes  us  acquainted  with  ill  bedfellows: — 
Ecclesiastical  Touting,  without  any  per- 
adventure,  refults  in  mean  aflbciates,  and  fuch 
as  have  not  prudence  enough,  and  judgment 
enough,  to  maintain,  not  their  own,  (for  they 
have  none,)  but  the  Church's  pofition,  are 
what  the  old  Hebrews  were  ufed  to  call  bad 
neighbours.  I  am  quite  of  Maimonides' 
opinion,  adopted  in  a  Chriftian  fenfe.  cHe 
that  dwelleth  in  a  city  where  there  is  a  Syn- 
agogue, and  goeth  not  thither  to  pray  with 
the  congregation,  that  is  he  that  is  a  bad 
neighbour  *.'  Well  is  it  with  thofe  whofe 
communing  is  for  peace,  and  who  are  ^Jatiffied 
with  the  plenteoufnefs '  of  God's  houfe ! ' " 

Here  I  interrupted  my  old  Friend  by 
faying,  "  Thofe  that  have  no  opportunity  of 
worfhipping,  are  thofe  who  moft  feel  the  lofs 
of  Public  Miniftrations.  I  was  much  ftruck 
with  this  years  ago  in  reading  the  faintly 
Heber's  journals, — and  only  yefterday  I  had 
all  my  old  thoughts  frefhened  up  by  a  paflage 

1  The  underwritten  appeared  in  the  Regifter  of  Stanhope,  which 
muft  mean  fomething  good, — for  what  fo  good  as  a  good  neighbour, — 
whether  Jew  fpeaks  or  Chriftian  ? 

"William  Wefton,  neighbour,  bur.  *8  Feb.  1713." 

"Chronicon  Mirabile,"  or  Extracts  from  Pariih  Regifter*.  1841. 
p.  82. 


463 


See  Lightfbot, 
i.  611.     Folio. 
Teaching  of  the 
Prayer  Book, 
P.  47- 


PS.  ZZZTl.  8. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


464 


Twelve  Yean 

of  a  Soldier's 
Life  in  India, 
p.  102,  2nd 
Edition. 


The  Sea-board 


in  that  thorough  foldier's  life, — the  late  Major 
W.  J.  R.  Hodfon, — unqueftionably  one  of 
the  fineft  and  nobleft  fpecimens  of  his  pro- 
feflion,  and  one  who,  in  his  place,  did  as  much 
as  Havelock,  Jacob,  Nicholfon,  Sir  Henry 
Lawrence, — 

'  Nomina  funt  ipfo  fuene  timtnaafiao  !  * 

You,  I  know,  have  not  read  the  work, — and 
fo  I  brought  it  for  you.  In  days  gone  by 
we  ufed  to  meet  his  father.  The  pafTage  I 
allude  to  is  purpofely  marked  off.  cYou 
fhould  come  and  live  in  India/  fays  he,  cfor 
five  years,  if  you  wifhed  to  feel  (fuppofing 
you  ever  doubted  it)  the  benefit  of  our 
eftablifhed  forms  of  Chriftianity.  Even  the 
outward  figns  and  tokens  of  its  profeffion, — 
cathedrals,  churches,  tombs,  hofpitals,  alms- 
houfes, — have,  I  am  now  more  than  ever 
convinced,  an  influence  on  men's  minds,  and 
principles,  and  actions,  which  none  but  thofe 
who  have  been  removed  from  their  influence 
for  years  can  feel  or  appreciate  thoroughly. 
The  more  I  think  of  this,  the  more  ftrongly  I 
feel  the  eflfeft  of  mere  external  fights  and  founds 
on  the  inner  and  better  man.  Our  Gothic 
buildings,  our  religious-looking  churches,  have, 
I  am  fure,  a  more  reftraining  and  pacifying 
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influence  than  is  generally  believed  by  thofe 
who  are  habituated  to  them,  and  have  never 
felt  the  want  of  them.  A  few  cathedrals,  and 
venerable-looking  edifices  would  do  wonders 
in  our  colonies.  Here  we  have  nothing 
phyfical  to  remind  us  of  any  creed  but  Iflamifm 
and  Hindooifm.  The  comparative  purity  of 
the  Moflem's  creed  is  fhown  admirably  in  the 
tafte  and  form  of  their  places  of  worfhip. 
Chriftianity  alone  is  thruft  out  of  fight!  A 
barrack-room,  a  ball-room,  a  dining-room, 
perhaps  a  court  of  juftice,  ferve  the  purpofe 
for  which  the  wifdom  and  piety  of  our 
anceftors  conftru&ed  fuch  noble  and  ftately 
temples;  feeling,  juftly,  that  the  human  mind, 
in  its  weaknefs,  required  to  be  called  to  the 
exercife  of  devotion  by  the  fenfes  as  well  as 
by  the  reafon  and  the  will;  that  feparation 
from  the  ordinary  fcenes  of  every-day  life,  its 
cares,  its  toils,  its  amufements,  is  neceflary  to 
train  the  feelings  and  thoughts  to  that  ftate 
in  which  religious  impreflions  are  conveyed. 
I  have  not  feen  a  church  for  three  years  or 
more,  nor  heard  the  fervice  of  the  Church 
read,  fave  at  intervals,  in  a  room  in  which, 
perhaps,  the  night  before,  I  had  been  crufhed 
by  a  great  dinner  party,  or  worn  out  by  the 

VOL.  II.  h  h 
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buftle  and  turmoil  of  fuitors.  The  building 
in  which  one  toils  becomes  intimately  aflbciated 
with  the  toil  itfelf.  That  in  which  one  prays 
fhould  at  leaft  have  fome  attribute  to  remind 
one  of  prayer.  Human  nature  fhrinks  for 
long  from  the  thought  of  being  buried  in  any 
but  confecrated  ground ;  the  certainty  of  lying 
dead  fome  day  or  other  on  a  field  of  battle,  or 
by  a  road  fide,  has,  I  have  remarked,  the  moft 
ftrange  efFedb  on  the  foldier's  mind.  Depend 
upon  it  the  fame  feeling  holds  good  with 
regard  to  confecrated  places  of  worfhip.  You 
may  think  this  fanciful,  but  I  am  fure  you 
would  feel  it  more  ftrongly  than  I  do,  were 
you  to  live  for  a  time  in  a  country  where 
every  thing  but  religion  has  its  living  and 
exiftent  memorials  and  evidences/  Such  were 
this  brave  foldier's  words. 

'  A  moft  incomparable  man ;  breath'd  as  it  were 
To  an  untirable  and  continuate  goodnefi ; 
He  paflcs !' " 

"A  moft  delightful  paflage,"  faid  the  Old 
Vicar,  cc  and  I  fhall  devour  the  volume  this 
evening.  No  mean  foldier  of  the  Church 
Militant  here  on  earth  was  Major  Hodfon! 
He  is  right  altogether.  In  the  many  churches 
of  this  land,  great  or  fmall,  in  his  unfeen 
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Prefence,  the  God  of  our  falvation  prevents 
us  with  his  moft  gracious  favour,  and  furthers 
us  with  his  continual  help.  And  if  fo,  we 
may  moft  certainly  fay,  as  Peter  faid  on  the 
Mount    of    Tranffiguration,    'Lord,    it    is 

GOOD    FOR    US    TO    BE    HERE  !' good   for   OUr 

bodies,  good   for   our   fouls,    good   for   our 
fpirits,  that   they  may  c  be  preferved  blame- 
lefs  unto  the  coming  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.' 
And  what  the   patriarch    faid   likewife,  in  a 
paflage  before  referred  to,  is  alfo,  when  rightly 
apprehended,  moft  exa&ly  true,  How  dread- 
ful is  this  place  !  Not  dreadful  in  the  fenfe 
of  a  miferable,  withering,  blighting  fear, — for 
'perfeff  love  cafteth    out*   fuch   €feary' — but 
awe-infpiring,  awful,   venerable, — a  place   fo 
holy  as  to  caufe  deep  fearchings  of  heart,  and 
the  probing  of  a  man's  immortal  foul.     In  a 
word,  cIt  is  none  other  than  the  house 
of  God  !'  the  holy  place,  where  the  congrega- 
tions aflemble  to  hear  and  to  learn  his  \vo\y 
word,    and   reverently,    as   expr^{T  A    \ti  out 
Homily  on  the  Place  and  Tirrw       c  ^twi^»\ 
'to  receive  his  Holy  Sacramejw     ^    •^sx^fc  > 
unto  them  duly  and  purely.     ^T\   ^     ^r    V^*^' 


Matt.  xvii.  4. 
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1  John  iv.  18. 


the  chief  and  fpecial  temples  op  ^  v.      \^  "aJC*5^ 
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to  dwell,  are  the  bodies  and  the  minds  of  true 
Chriftians,  and  the  chofen  people  of  God. — 
Yet,  this  notwithftanding,  God  doth  allow  the 
material  temple  made  with  lime  and  ftone,  (fo 
oft  as  his  people  come  together  into  it,  to 
praife  his  Holy  Name,)  to  be  his  houfe,  and 
the  place  where  He  hath  promifed  to  be 
prefent,  and  where  He  will  hear  the  prayers  of 
them  that  call  upon  Him/  And  I  repeat, 
wherever  the  churchlefs  and  the  unfacramental, 
the  thoughtlefs  and  the  profane  may  be,  the 
devout  on  earth  will  ever  be  found  within  the 
Church's  walls,  and  their  converfation  is  in 
heaven.  As  Maifter  William  Perkins  puts 
it, — he  who,  as  Fuller  fays,  was  called  the 
Gaol-bird's  Chaplain,  for  preaching  to  thofe 
c  whofe  bodies  were  in  a  prifon,  and  fouls  in  a 
dungeon,'— c  If  we  enter  not  into  the  door  of 
grace  by  the  key  of  knowledge,  in  the  miniftry 
of  the  Word  while  we  live,  we  fhall  never 
come  to  the  gate  of  glory  after  death.'  I 
know  and  am  aflured  that  God  doth  alway 
fend  help  from  the  fanftuary.  €  As  therefore,' 
(they  are  Hooker's  words,  before  ufed,)  c  we 
every  where  exhort  all  men  to  worfhip  God, 
even  fo  for  performance  of  this  fervice  by  the 
people  of  God  aflembled,  we  think  not  any 


Digitized  by 


Google 


and  the  Down. 


place  fo  good  as  the  Church,  neither  any 
exhortation  fo  fit  as  that  of  David,  O  worfhip 
the  Lord  in  the  beauty  of  holinefs  V 

"As  I  faid  before,"  continued  the  Old 
Vicar,  "  there  will  be  great  changes  by  and  by. 
Meanwhile  great  profeflion, — praying  at  the 
corners  of  the  ftreets,  and  preaching  there  and 
every  where, — are  but  the  preludes  to  it,  whilft 
men  of  hypocrify  and  profanenefs  lead  on  what 
the  Germans  call  the  Todten  TanZy  or  Dance 
of  Death, — paffing  by  the  Church-door  and 
the  Church-porch  with  a  leer  malign,  and 
dragging  weak  fouls  with  them  in  a  fond 
embrace, — but  turning  round  fuddenly  with 
tongues  lolling  out,  or  thruft  on  one  fide  in 
mockery,  as  in  the  pictures  of  Holbein! 
Whether  you  and  I  may  live  to  fee  this  is  a 
little  matter, — but  it  will  as  afluredly  come  to 
pafs  as  it  did  in  thofe  days  when  the  good 
among  the  Puritans,  (and  there  were  very 
many!)  were  obliged  to  yield  to  thofe  who 
were  not  fo,  bringing  ruin  and  deftru&ion 
upon  the  nation,  undermining  the  happinefs 
of  private  families,  and  playing  into  the  hands 
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Something  of 
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not  have  put  it 
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ftcur&  /Av9 
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1  Ecc.  Pol.  Book  ▼.  xvi.  a. 
thefe  words, — * 


Henry  Smith,  the  f  >        tgW6^  ^* 
ords, — "  As  the  windows  of  the  temple  We^^      ^irv&vtv,  Vat 
without ;  fo  they  which  are  within  the  QV^   W^v**^  ^t*5*** 
light  than  they  which  are  without."    The  cM(^^\vw     -^^•'^ 
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of  the  Romanift.  Hiftory  is  philofophy 
teaching  by  example,  and  thofe  who  fhut  their 
eyes  to  what  has  gone  before,  are  not  likely 
to  do  much  good  in  their  generation. 
Thefe,"  concluded  the  Old  Vicar,  "are  my 
opinions  about  the  Church  of  our  Fore- 
fathers, and  I  interfere  with  no  one,  but 
boldly  exprefs  my  own  fentiments,  maintain- 
ing them  in  my  public  teaching.  *Sire!r 
were  Beza's  words  to  the  King  of  Navarre, 
cit  belongs  in  truth  to  the  Church  of  God, 
*in  the  name  of  which  I  addrefs  you,  to 
fuffer  blows,  not  to  ftrike  them.  But  at 
the  fame  time  let  it  be  your  pleafure  to 
remember  that  the  Church  is  an  anvil  which 
has  worn  out  many  a  hammer. 

*  Plus  h  me  f rafftr  on  pamujey 
Tant  plus  it  marteaux  on  y  ufe* 

Meanwhile,  for  old  George  wants  me,  you 
can  read  over  to  yourfelf  this  paflage  turned 
down,  in  Berkeley's  Effay  towards  preventing 
the  Ruin  of  Great  Britain." 

"Whether  it  be  the  order  of  things  that 
civil  ftates  fhould  have,  like  natural  produfts, 
their  feveral  periods  of  growth,  perfe&ion, 
and  decay;  or  whether  it  be  an  effe<5t,  as 
feems  more  probable,  of  human  folly,  that  as 
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induftry  produces  wealth,  fo  wealth  ftiould 
produce  vice,  and  vice  ruin,  God  grant  the 
time  be  not  near  when  men  fliall  fay,  c  This 
ifland  was  once  inhabited  by  a  religious,  brave, 
fincere  people,  of  plain,  uncorrupt  manners, 
refpe&ing  inbred  worth  rather  than  titles  and 
appearances,  aflertors  of  liberty,  lovers  of 
their  country,  jealous  of  their  own  rights,  and 
unwilling  to  infringe  the  rights  of  others; 
improvers  of  learning  and  ufeful  arts,  enemies 
to  luxury,  tender  of  other  men's  lives,  and 
prodigal  of  their  own ;  inferior  in  nothing  to 
the  old  Greeks  and  Romans,  and  fuperior  to 
each  of  thofe  people  in  the  perfeftions  of  the 
other.'  Such  were  our  anceftors  during  their 
rife  and  greatnefs;  but  they  degenerated, 
grew  fervile  flatterers  of  men  in  power, 
adopted  Epicurean  notions,  became  venal, 
corrupt,  injurious,  which  drew  upon  them  the 
hatred  of  God  and  man,  and  occafioned  their 
final  ruin."  Such  was  the  paflage,  and  I 
thought  on  Whitgift's  words, 
Pro  Ecclesia  Dei  !  Pro  Ecclesia  Dei  l ! 

1  I  may  add  in  a  note  that  there  is  a  ftriking  paflage  in  Jeremy 
Taylor's  Works,  to  which  the  Old  Vicar  conftantly  referred.  It  occurs 
in  the  "  Confederations  upon  the  Difputation  with  the  Doctors."  "  In 
public  folemnides  God  opens  his  treasures,  and  pours  out  his  grace 
more  abundantly,**  &c.  &c.  Sec.  It  is  too  long  to  extract,  but  is  well 
worth  referring  to.     Vol.  ii.  145.     Ed.  Heber. 
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CHAPTER  XXXVI. 

Epifcopal  Supervifion. — The  Epifcopate  as  it 

was,  and  the  Epifcopate  as  it  is. — Great 

benefit  of  the  Epifcopate. — Conclufion. 

"  Maugre  the  peeviih  world's  complaint 
Here  lies  a  Bifliop  and  a  Saint !  ** 

"  Even  in  a  Bi/hop  I  can  fpy  defert, 
Seeker  is  decent,  Rundel  has  a  heart, 
Manners  with  candour  are  to  Benfon  .given, 
To  Berkeley  every  virtue  under  heaven." 

"And  the  minifter's  dead,**  faid  Jaacob.  "For  a  man  that  had 
nae  experience  of  life,  he  werena  fuch  a  fail  as  he  might  have  been. 
I*ve  feen  waur  priefts.  The  Vulgar  gave  him  honour,  and  *tis  aye 
deniable  to  have  a  man  in  that  capacity  that  can  impofe  upon  the 
vulgar;— and  the  bairns  are  many.** 

"  Tous  les  hommes  font  femblables  par  les  paroles,  et  ce  n*eft  que  les 
actions  qui  les  dlcouvrent  diffe'rentes.** 

"  The  meaneft  relief  done  to  Chrift  and  his  members  hath  a  patent 
of  Eternity.** 

"  Non  eft  humilitatis  meae,  neque  menfurs,  judicare  de  Clericis,  et 
de  miniftris  Eccleuarum  finiftrum  quippiam  dicere.** 

DO  not  quite  know  how  Mifs 
Bremer,  in  her  Homes  of  the 
New  World,  intended  thefe  words 
to  be  underftood,  but  they  are 
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words  of  power.  "  The  human  being  always 
ftands  at  laft  alone  with  God,  and  no  one  can 
then  come  between  them.  The  Church  can 
teach  much,  fociety  can  give  much  culture, 
but  at  the  laft  they  are  infufficient.  The 
human  foul  mud  converfe  alone  with  God." 
Her  volumes  contain  many  queftionable 
opinions,  but  ftie  never  diftrefles  us  as  Mifs 
Martineau  did  in  her  Eaftern  Life,  Prefent 
and  Paft, — and  in  the  paragraph  now  quoted, 
fhe,  I  fuppofe,  means  that  the  days  of  Media- 
tion are  no  more,  and  that  man  muft  ftand 
before  the  Judge  of  all ; — as  with  the  lay  and 
barrel  man;  fo  too  with  Bifhop,  Prieft,  or 
Deacon, — they  muft  cry  for  mercy,  as  whilft 
they  lived  they  craved  pardon  for  their  many 
and  great  ftiortcomings. 

"Hard,  moft  hard,"  faid  the  Old  Vicar, 
"  is  the  life  of  a  good  and  upright  Bifhop  of 
the  Church,   and   Pope,  much   as   he  loved 
Berkeley,  needed  not  to   have  damned  the l 
name  of  the  excellent  and  laborious  Seeker, ' 
with  the  faint  praife  contained  in  ^;    ^c&ogae  ^ 
to  Satires.     I  never  ceafe  to  corx*        <A9&&  ^aa\ 
Life  of  Wilfon,  the  faintly  BifW  ^W  £  SotoO 
and  Man,  without  the  greater     ^Vn      \Sl*%      , 
the  greateft  benefit  to  myfelf.      v     JL\$>  ^  ^" 
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fully  laborious  Prelate  was  that  matchlefs  man ! 
How  he  looked  to  his  clergy,  took  care  that 
they  fhould  fee  his  face  in  their  inmoft  retire- 
ments, counfelled  them  as  a  father  would  his 
children !  c  This  fummer,  (the  date  is  Biftiop's 
Court,  June  9,  17 15,)  God  willing,  I  intend 
to  vifit  every  one  of  my  brethren  perfonally.' 
How,  Sunday  after  Sunday,  muft  the  zeal- 
ous Clergy  of  his  Diocefe  have  rejoiced  at 
the  fight  of  the  holy  man,  than  whom  Prince 
Eugene  did  not  fit  his  horfe  better !,  riding  up 
to  their  humble  habitations !  How  muft  the 
people  have  been  edified  by  thofe  plain,  fimple, 
and  praftical  fermons,  which  are  models  ftill, 
full  of  found  do&rine, — abounding  in  exhorta- 
tions to  holinefe  and  righteoufnefs  of  life,  which 
after  all  is  the  only  true  worfhipping!  No 
notice  was  required  for  this  good  man's 
arrival.  No  ftate,  no  table,  no  luxury  was 
needed  where  he  was!  He  would  as  foon 
have  fought  tranflation  as  the  houfe  of  feaft- 
ing,  when  it  put  any  one  to  the  expenfe  of 


1  Mr.  Moore,  (in  a  letter  to  the  editor,)  (ays,  "  Prince  Eugene  did 
not  fit  on  horfeback  better  than  the  BUhop."  Life  by  Crutwell,  i. 
189.  Readers  of  Ecclefiaftical  Biography  may  call  to  mind  pleaiant 
paffages  in  the  Lives  of  Bp.  Juxon,  Bp.  Pope  of  Salifbury,  &c.  &c.  Arc 
One — perhaps  many-r-of  our  moft  a&ive  Bifliops  rides  well.  I  once  iaw 
him  daih  acrofs  the  country  in  Jack  Boots  to  get  out  of  the  way  of  a 
bevy  of  Rural  Deans. 
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laying  out  monies  better  expended  on  the 
poor  of  Chrift's  flock.  Yet,  according  to  his 
I  means,  was  his  own  table  a  hofpitable  one. 
He  had  read  the  Apoftolic  precept  to  advan- 
tage, and  was  c given  to  bofpitality.'  He  had 
no  cold,  pompous,  epifcopal  'days1/  but 
had  a  table  at  which  the  Clergy  loved  to  find 
themfelves,  becaufe  they  found  him  courteous 
and  affable,  entertaining,  agreeable,  and  in- 
ftru&ive; — moreover  they  came  often  for 
advice,  becaufe  they  found  in  the  perfon  they 
appealed  to,  the  divine,  the  fcholar,  and  the 
gentleman.  cIt  is  never  well  where  the 
Preacher's  hand  leaveth  off  to  preach, — as 
well  as  his  tongue, — by  examples  of  Piety. 
Eafier  by  far  will  men  hearken  to  his  exhorta- 
tions to  Charity,  at  whofe  door  the  Parifhioners 
may  fee  the  poor  relieved,  than  to  any  two 
hours'  breathed  Mifer  that  is  free  of  nothing 
but  his  language. — He  that  hopeth  to  be  a 
converter  of  fouls,  muft  be  a  Polycarpus, — 


"Alas!  for  God's  wil! 
Whye  fittc  ye  prelates  ftyl, 
And  fufier  all  this  yll? 
Ye  bifliopps  of  eftates 
Should  open  the  brode  gates 
For  your  ipiritual  charge, 
Like  lanthorne  of  light 
In  the  people's  fight" 

The  Boke  of  Colin  Clout. 
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one  bearing  fruit, — as  well  as  a  Chryfoftom, 
— a  golden-tongued  orator.*  No  wonder 
that  Cardinal  Fleury,  who  wiflied  to  vifit 
Biftiop  Wilfon,  and  could  not,  obtained 
an  order  that  no  French  Privateer  ftiould 
ravage  the  Ifle  of  Man!  the  only  parallel 
to  which,  as  far  as  I  know,  is  Hyder  Ali's 
order, — 'Permit  the  venerable padrb Schwartz 
to  pafs  unmolefted,  and  ftiow  him  refpeft 
and  kindnefs;  for  he  is  a  holy  man  and 
means  no  harm  to  my  government.'  No 
wonder  that  when  he  died,  full  of  years, 
cfrom  the  palace  to  the  Church,  which  is  a 
diftance  of  two  miles,  he  was  attended  by  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  ifland  as  mourners, 
except  thofe  whom  neceffity,  age,  or  ficknefs 
confined  at  home ;  and  at  every  refting-place 
was  a  conteft  among  the  crowd  to  bear  him 
on  their  fhoulders, — and  happy  were  they  who 
could  pay  this  laft  fad  office  to  their  friend 
and  benefa&or  V  Such  was  the  man  of 
whom  a  Queen  faid  to  her  levee,  c  See  here, 
my  lords,  is  a  Biftiop,  who  does  not  come  for 
a  tranflation!'  and  whofe  reply  was  of  the 
greateft  fimplicity,  cNo,  indeed,  pleafe  your 
Majefty,  I  will  not  leave  my  wife  in  my  old 

1  He  died  7th  March,  1755.     See  life,  Vol.  i.  p.  211. 
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age  becaufe  flie  is  poor!'  And  from  that 
day  to  this,  when  the  Bifliops  of  Man  are 
fpoken  of,  who  thinks  of  any  but  Bishop 
Wilson  ?  He  was  none  of  thofe  fpoken  of 
fo  fcurvily  by  Boniface,  c  Quondam  Jacerdotes 
aurei  ligneis  calicibus  utebantur ;  nunc  h  contra- 
rio  lignei  facer  dotes  aureis  utuntur  calicibus1.' 
It  is  (lightly  altered,  but  to  the  fame  intent, 
in  the  clevereft  of  all  Longfellow's  works, 
The  Golden  Legend,  where  Friar  Paul  fings, 

'In  the  days  of  gold, 
The  days  of  old, 
Crozier  of  wood, 
And  Bifliop  of  gold  !* 

Vaftly  true  is  it  what  Truewit  fays  in  the 
Silent  Woman.  €  The  knaves  do  not  know 
themfelves,  they  are  fo  exalted  and  altered. 
Preferment  changes  any  man.'  Well  faid 
St.  Jerome,  €  Felix  qui  tanti  meriti  eft,  tantae- 
que  virtutis,  ut  ornamentum  dicatur  Ecclefiae.' 
"I  think,"  faid  my  old  Friend,  taking 
down  a  volume  of  Jeremy  Taylor's  works, 
"this  paflage  from  the  Rule  of  Confcience 
contains  in  it  more  than  any  other  I  know 
upon  this  matter;"  and  he  read  it  in  a  way 
to  (how  how  much  he  was  attached  to  the 

1  So  it  flood  in  the  earlier  editions  of  the  Decretum.     See  Note  in 
JelTs  Edition  of  Jewel's  Works,  i.  189. 
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Epifcopate,  at  the  fame  time  that  he  faid  they 
muft  not  attempt  to  overlay  the  Prelbytery, 
and  to  negled  the  interefts  of  the  Parochial 
Clergy,  as  he  had  known  them,  in  his  expe- 
rience, to  do,  when  brow-beaten  by  an 
Ecclefiaftical  Commiflion.  The  moment  a 
Bifhop  fhows  the  white  feather,  his  Rochet 
becomes  blacky  and  every  Minifter  who  loves 
The  Church  of  his  Forefathers  will 
difdain  to  be  faked  with  the  fait  of  the 
Palace '. 

"  Biftiops  fhould  be  like  the  fymbols  of  the 
blefled  Sacrament,  which,  although  for  the 
ornament  of  religion,  and  for  our  fakes,  and 
becaufe  we  would  fain  have  opportunity  to 
fignify  our  love  to  Chrift,  we  minifter  in  filver 
and  gold,  yet  the  fymbols  themfelves  remain 
the  fame  plain  and  pure  bread  and  wine, 
and  altered  only  by  prayers,  and  by  fpiritual 
confecration,  and  a  relative  holinefs.  But  he 
was  a  ftrange  fuperftitious  fool,  who,  becaufe 
the  facramental  bread  and  wine  are  much  better 
than  all  the  fpoils  of  nature,  will  think  it  fit  to 
mingle  fugar  and  the  choiceft  fpices  of  Arabia 
with  the  bread,  and  ambergris  and  powder  of 

1  I  often  think  of  Plutarch's  words,  ""Ewoi  jral'&ropcioc  trrts 
Ifims  Qofrovvrau  <pc£\a  &rra,  olw  yaKrjv  $  &\*icrpv6va  Air*  ovttplas 
<p<u€pas  atrtas"     Libr.  Perdit.  Fragmenta.  Tom.  vi.  341.  Lipfise. 
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pearl,  and  the  fpirit  of  gold  with  the  chalice, 
Thefe  are  not  fit  honours  to  the  holy  Sacra- 
ment :  the  fymbols  of  which  are  fpoiled  when 
they  are  forced  off  from  the  fimplicity  and 
purity  of  their  inftitution  and  defign.  So  it  is 
with  fpiritual  perfons :  their  office  is  fpiritual, 
and  their  relation  is  holy,  and  their  honours 
are  fymbolical.  For  their  own  fakes,  princes 
and  good  people  muft  caufe  decent  and 
honourable  miniftries  and  accommodations  to 
be  provided  for  them;  but  ftill  they  muft 
remain  in  their  own  humility,  and  meeknefe, 
and  piety,  and  not  pretend  to  dignities  hetero- 
geneal  and  eminences  fecular,  becaufe  their 
fpiritual  employment  is  very  excellent  \" 

"I  am  a  great  advocate,"  continued  the 
Old  Vicar, <c  as  you  know,  for  Epifcopal  Super- 
vifion, — becaufe  it  is  good  for  us  all  to  be  under 
authority,  and  the  fupervifion  of  highly-edu- 
cated, and  well-born,  and  well-bred  Biftiops-* 


1  Of  Supreme  Civil  Powers,  and  their  Laws  in  Special. 
515.     Ed.  Heber. 


Vol.  xiii. 


3  The  words  of  the  Boke  of  Colin  Clout  may  be  again  aptly  quoted. 
"  Where  the  prelates  be 
/  Come  of  low  degree, 

,  And  fet  in  majcfty 

!  And  fpiritual  dignity : 

I  Farewell  benignity ! 

Farewell  fimplicide ! 
Farewell  humilitie ! 
;  Farewell  good  charity ! " 
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is  profitable  in  many  ways,  for  all  Parifhes. 
Without  it  the  Parochial  fyftem  is  incom- 
plete. I  confider  it  a  great  drawback  to  a 
Peculiar  like  mine,  that  it  fliould  only 
twice,  during  the  period  of  fixty-five  years, 
have  been  enlightened  by  the  prefence  of  one. 
One  thinks  of  the  Phoenix's  appearance  under 
fuch  circumftances.  What  fhould  the  people 
know  of  a  Bifliop  when  two  fuch  memo- 
randums as  thefe  are  entered  on  the  Parifh 
Regiftry? 

"<  Mem.  0£t\  y9  15M,  1794.  The  Mofl 
Reverend  his  Grace,  The  Arch  Bt/hop  of  Can- 
terbury confirmed  at Church.  Y*  Num- 
ber, 210/ 

"'nth  July,  1825.  Confirmation  by  the 
Right  Reverend  Robert,  Bijhop  of  Chichefter, 
for  his  Grace  the  Arcbbifhop  of  Canterbury. 
Number,  81/ 

"  The  evident  refult  of  fuch  a  ftate  of  things 
is  a  total  mifapprehenfion  of  the  Epifcopate, 
and  the  Bifliop,  for  the  time  being,  is  not 
looked  upon  as  the  Spiritual  Father  of  the 
Diocefe.  Whilft  ambitious  Preachers  go 
ftarring  about  the  country,  like  players,  he 
appears  now  and  then  as  a  Comet,  or  as 
fome  great  lieger   light,  which  none  or  few 
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know  what  to  make  of;  or  perhaps  they  draw 
conclusions  for  themfelves,  and  fay, 

( Glories,  like  glow-worms,  afar  off  fliine  bright, 
But  looked  to  near,  have  neither  heat  nor  light.* 

It  will  be  a  great  thing  when  we  fliall  fee  our 
Bifliops  amongft  us  once  more,  inftead  of  their 
carriages  with  a  mitre  on  them  whifking  by  in 
hafte.  When  once  the  people  fliall  be  able 
to  fay,  c  That's  our  good  Bifliop ! '  things 
will  mend.  And  certainly  the  Rail  has  paved 
the  way  to  this.  Palaces  and  great  houfes  can't 
be  wanted  in  London  to  the  fame  extent  as  they 
ufed  to  be,  and  modern  Epifcopal  ftate  will  never 
enable  thofe  who  dwell  in  the  purple  to  repair 
the  Churches  of  their  Diocefes,  as  Wykeham 
did,  and  to  furnifli  them c  not  only  in  a  decent, 
but  even  in  a  fplendid  manner,  jwith  books, 
veftments,  chalices,  and  other  ornaments!' 
But  our  votes  are  called  for,  fays  one;  and 
very  ready  is  the  reply,  When  votes  are 
wanted  the  journey  is  eafy.  Report  fays  the 
Bifliop  of  Lichfield  only  takes  lodgings,  in 
the  modern  fenfe  of  the  word, — -and  it  is 
fatiffa&ory  to  know  that  the  Biflwj  of  Ox- 
ford labours  for  his  Diocefe  as  V  \  as  the ] 
commoneft  Vicar  or  Re&or.  I  \^  \ A  fotcvt } 
time  ago  by  one  of  his  Clergy  that   i^        ^fjj&s^ 
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and  ready  to  preach  for  them,  whether  he 
agrees  in  opinion  or  not,  and  that  he  will 
arrange  a  Confirmation  for  any  two  adjoining 
Parifhes,  when  he  fees  the  neceflity.  This  is 
altogether  a  ftep  in  the  right  dire&ion.  And 
although,"  faid  the  Old  Vicar,  "I  did  not 
agree  with  him  on  the  Hampden  queftion,  I 
bow  to  his  laborious  courfe,  and  thank  him 
from  my  heart.  I  often  think  of  thefe  lines 
in  Ben  Jonfon's  Underwoods, 

*  A  nation's  fin  get  pardoned !  'twere  a  talk 
Fit  for  a  bifliop's  knees  !    O  bow  them  oft, 
My  lord,  till  felt  grief  make  our  ftone  hearts  foft, 
And  we  do  weep  to  water  for  our  fin. 
He,  that  in  fuch  a  flood  as  we  are  in, 
Of  riot  and  confumption,  knows  the  way 
To  teach  the  people  how  to  faft  and  pray, 
And  do  their  penance  to  avert  the  rod, 
He  is  the  man,  and  favorite,  of  God ! ' 

"  Milton  fays  in  his  c  Reformation  touching 
Church  Difcipline  in  England,  and  the  Caufes 
that  hitherto  have  hindered  it,'  that  the 
'Bifhops  though  they  had  renounced  the 
Pope,  they  ftill  hugged  the  Popedom  and 
fliared  the  authority  among  themfelves.'  And, 
not  improbably,  Bifhop  Berkeley  had  fome- 
thing  of  this  fort  in  view  when  he  faid  in  the 
Minute  Philofopher,  €  My  friend  Eucrates 
ufed  to  fay,  that  the  Church  would  thrive  and 
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flourifh  beyond  all  opposition,  if  fome  certain 
perfons  minded  piety  more  than  politics, 
praftices  than  polemics,  fundamentals  than 
confe&aries,fubftance  than  circumftance,  things 
than  notions,  and  notions  than  words.'  The 
exifting  ftate  of  things  gave  rife  to  fuch 
remarks,  and  a  contraft  was  inftituted  between 
the  Epifcopate  as  it  was,  and  the  Epifcopate 
as  it  is.  Since  the  Hanoverian  Succeffion  the 
lift  of  political  Prelates  is  certainly  very  large, 
but  yet,"  faid  my  old  Friend,  "there  was 
fait  enough  to  fave  us  from  rottennefs,  and  I 
ftill  hope  and  truft  we  fliall  not  become  as  the 
Lutheran  and  other  Churches,  though  we  are 
certainly  on  the  way  to  fuch  a  tonfummation. 
The  only  way  to  ftill  the  cry  from  without 
is  to  be  holy  within, — to  be  open-hearted, 
generous,  hofpitable.  For,  when  the  Clergy 
hold  high  place, 

'  What  fortune  fent  them  more 
Than  an  indifferent  mean,  was  fent  to  be 
The  harbinger  of  hofpitality.* 

Indeed,  indeed,"  he  continued,  "I  have  been 
fadly  diftrefled  at  Bifhops  and  others  of  the 
Clergy  leaving  large  fums  of  money  behind 
them  when  they  died,  which,  as  coming  from 
the  Church's  revenue,  had  been  more  juftly 
i  i  2 
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fpent  in  railing  her  eftate,  and  on  the  poor  of 
the  flock.  I.owth's  Life  of  William  of 
Wykeham  is  on  the  Table, — and  I  always 
turn  to  this  paflage  with  renewed  pleafure, 
c  Wykeham's  munificence  proceeded  always 
from  a  conftant  generous  principle,  a  true 
fpirit  of  liberality.  It  was  not  owing  to  a 
cafual  impulfe,  or  a  fudden  emotion,  but  was 
the  efFed  of  mature  deliberation  and  prudent 
choice.  His  enjoyment  of  riches  confifted  in 
employing  them  in  afts  of  beneficence ;  and 
while  they  were  increafing  upon  him '  he  was 
continually  devifing  proper  means  of  difpofing 
of  them  for  the  good  of  the  public:  not 
delaying  it  till  the  time  of  his  death,  when  he 
could  keep  them  no  longer:  nor  leaving  to 
the  care  of  others  what  he  could  better  execute 
himfelf ;  but  forming  his  good  defigns  early, 
and  as  foon  as  he  had  the  ability,  putting 
them  in  execution,  that  he  might  have  the 
fatiffa&ion  of  feeing  the  beneficial  effe&s  of 
them ;  and  that  by  conftant  obfervation  and 
due  experience  he  might  from  time  to  time 
improve  and  perfeft  them,  fo  as  to  render 
them  yet  more  beneficial.'  Great  names  were 
Wykeham's  and  Waynflete's ! 

"And,"    continued   the   Old   Vicary,    "I 
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wouldn't  fave  a  penny  from  my  preferment, 
whatever  it  was.  My  family,  of  courfe,  ftiould 
be  properly  fupported.  I  would  receive  all 
comers  as  it  befitted  my  pofition,  the  door-fill 
of  my  houfe  ftiould  be  worn  by  the  footfteps 
of  the  poor, — but  no  fcraping,  no  cry  of 
avarice,  no  paltry  pelf,  ftiall  rife  up  againft 
me  in  the  judgment  day.  Bitter  words  are 
thofe  in  the  Jew  of  Malta ! 

'He  that  liveth  in  authority 
And  neither  gets  him  friends,  nor  fills  his  bags, 
Lives  like  the  afs  that  Efop  fpeaketh  of, 
That  labours  with  a  load  of  bread  and  wine, 
And  leaves  it  off  to  fnap  at  thiftle  tops  j 
But  Barabas  will  be  more  circumfpe&, 
Begin  betimes,  occafion's  bald  behind, 
Stop  not  thine  opportunity,  for  fear  too  late 
Thou  feek'ft  for  much,  but  canft  not  compafi  it ! ' 

"  What  a  beautiful  paflage  is  that  in  Knight's 
Life  of  Erafmus  concerning  Dr.  Warham, 
Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  cIt  feems  that 
though  he  parted  through  the  higheft  and 
moft  wealthy  places  both  in  Church  and  State, 
yet  he  fo  little  minded  his  own  advantage  that 
he  left  no  more  than  was  fufficient  to  pay  his 
debts  and  funeral  charges.  It  is  faid'that 
when  he  was  near  his  end  he  called  upon  his 
fteward  to  know  what  money  he  had  in  his 
hands,  who,  telling  him  that  he  had  but  thirty 


485 


Marlowe,  i. 
274.  Dyce. 


See  p.  233. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


486 


Whitlock's 
Zootomb,  p.  15. 


This  I  publicly 
put  forward  in 
1858.     See 
"  Preaching  and 
Prayer,  not 
Sermonolatry," 
Preface.     The 
Clergy  have  to 
look  to  their 
own  Churches, 
— thofe  attached 
to  the  Cathedral 
to  it.     We  have 
all  to  lament 
our  Short- 
comings, and 
fuffer  for  it. 

Vol.  i.  381. 
2nd  Edit. 


The  Sea-hoard 


pounds,  he  cheerfully  anfwered,  Satis  viatici 
ad  caelum.  That  was  enough  to  laft  him  to 
heaven:  Well  faid  old  Whitlock,  <  He  that 
too  clofely  embraceth  tranfitories  is  much  the 
worfe  for  them,  for  their  departure  caufeth  a 
rent  in  his  conftancy.' 

"  The  love  of  money  has  ruined  as  many 
clergy  as  laymen,  and  lack  of  hofpitality,  and 
a  loving  intereft  for  their  Diocefes  may  lofe 
Bifhops  their  places.  I  admit  that  many  are 
poor, — many  are  unable  to  meet  the  calls 
upon  their  purfes, — but  they  might  do  better, 
and  live  more  economically,  if  they  looked  to 
their  own  Cathedrals,  and  lived  more  amongft 
their  own  people.  Methinks  Cathedrals  had 
never  been  fo  fliut  up  as  they  have  been,  but 
for  non-re(idence.  To  find  them  opening 
their  doors  once  more  is  to  fee  the  defire  of  a 
life  accomplifhed  !  Had  this  been  done  long 
ago  we  fhould  not  have  ftumbled  upon  a 
paflage  like  this  in  a  Hiftory  of  Civilization 
in  England.  *  In  the  Houfe  of  Lords  the 
Bifhops  ftill  retain  their  feats ;  but  their  pre- 
carious tenure  is  every  where  remarked,  and 
the  progrefs  of  public  opinion  is  conftantly 
pointing  to  a  period,  which  cannot  long  be 
far  diftant,  when  the  Peers  will  imitate  the 
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example  of  the  Commons,  and  will  induce  the 
legiflature  to  relieve  the  Upper  Houfe  of  its 
fpiritual  members ;  fince  they,  by  their  habits, 
their  taftes,  and  their  traditions,  are  evidently 
unfitted  for  the  profane  exigences  of  political 
life.' 

"  I  have  been  going  through  the  volume," 
faid  the  Old  Vicar,  "  with  fome  care,  and  I 
cannot  fay  that  I  hold  the  book  high, — clear 
it  is  indeed  to  me  that  Mr.  Buckle  does  not 
at  all  fee  where  his  arguments  would  lead  him, 
and  it  would  be  a  prayerlefe  generation  that 
fhould  follow  his  conclufions.  But  the  paf- 
fage  above  quoted  is  even  more  painful  than 
fome  others,  nor  could  any  one  fay  of  it, 

'  All  gall  and  copperas  from  his  ink  he  draineth, 
Only  a  little  fait  remaineth.' 

On  the  contrary,  it  is  full  of  'the  dark 
colours  of  the  cuttle/  as  Cranmer  fomewhere 
puts  it,  in  allufion  to  the  words  of  Horace, 

*  Hie  nigra:  fucus  loliginis,  hare  eft 
iErugo  men  j  * 

and  worded  as  it  is  will  carry  neither  weight 
nor  convi&ion.  It  will  be  faid,  perhaps,  that 
the  banifhment  of  the  Clergy  from  the  Lower 
Houfe  pointed  ominoufly  to  the  banifhment 
of  the  Bifhops  from  the  Upper,  but  as  Selden 
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has  put  it  long  ago,  and  others  in  earlier 
times,  and  as  bluff  Thurlow  faid  in  more 
recent  days,  c  They  lit  there,  in  right  of  their 
Baronies,  as  temporal  Peers.'  Thofe  two 
Difcourfes  of  Selden, — our  Selden,  as  born  at 
Salvington, — in  the  Table-Talk,  €  Bi/hops  in 
the  Parliament?  and  c  Bi/hops  out  of  the  Par- 
liament,' contain  a  great  deal  of  curious  mat- 
ter. And  if  one  fay,  -c  Ego  narihus  uti 
Formidoy'  and  that  it  is  neceflary,  €  poftic* 
occurrere  fann<e>*  yet  is  the  truth  of  thefe 
words  to  be  admitted.  €  To  take  away 
Bifhops'  votes  is  but  the  beginning  to  take 
them  away ;  and  then  they  can  be  no  longer 
ufeful  to  the  King  or  State.  'Tis  but  like 
the  little  whimble,  to  let  in  the  greater  auger.' 
To  fay  the  leaft,  as  Fuller  fomewhere  has  it, 
c  He  is  no  friend  to  the  tree  that  robs  it  of  the 
bark.'  I,  for  my  part,  never  hope  to  fee  the 
day  when  Bifhops  fhall  be  excluded  from  the 
Houfe  of  Lords.  Thofe  that  fee  that  day 
will  fee  many  other  changes,  which  will  much 
interfere  with  their  liberty  as  fubjefts. 

"  But,  at  the  fame  time,  the  words  of  that 
great  Divine,  Thomas  Jackfon,  deferve  to  be 
well  weighed  now.  c  Nothing  can  make  fo 
wide  a  rupture  in  the  bond  of  peace,  and  fet 
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the  pillars  of  the  Church  Militant  fo  far  at 
odds,  as  the  pronenefs  of  fuperiors  to  challenge 
more  than  is  due  to  them ;  and  the  backward- 
nefs  of  inferiors  to  render  fo  much  obedience 
as  is  juftly  due  from  them.  This  hath  been 
the  original  of  all  fedition  and  mutiny  in  ftates 
or  commonwealths;  and  nothing  but  this 
bred  that  lamentable  fchifm  or  rift  in  the 
walls  of  God's  houfe,  and  is  now  ready  to 
rend  the  roof  from  the  foundation/  What 
a  lenfe  of  approaching  evil  had  this  good  and 
upright  man. 

'  Agno-vit  long*  gtnutum  frajaga  matt  mens.* 

"In  another  paflage  of  the  Table  Talk 
headed  'Clergy,'  Selden  fays,  c Though  a 
Clergyman  have  no  faults  of  his  own,  yet  the 
faults  of  the  whole  tribe  fhall  be  laid  upon 
him,  fo  that  he  ftiall  be  fure  not  to  lack ; ' 
and,  juft  the  fame  is  true  of  the  Epifcopate, 
and  they  too  will  be  a  conftant  fubjedt  for 
remark.  As  Colin  Clout  fays,  c  Such  logike 
men  wyl  chop,'  if  they  find  occafion.  In- 
dividually, indeed,  I  make  no  doubt  but  that 
the  abfence  of  Bifhops  from  their  Diocefes 
has  wrought  a  great  and  a  lading  evil, — and 
fometimes  when  prefent  they  have  ftirred  up 
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no  good  report  by  their  over-lordly  eftate  and 
grandeur. 

'  Building  royally 
Their  mancions  curioufly 
With  turrettes  and  with  toures, 
With  halles  and  with  boures, 
Stretching  to  the  ftarres 
With  glafie  windows  and  barres. 
•  •  •  » 

Hcmbat  they  lit  downfal 
Their  churches  cathedral! ' 

"It  is  very  painful  to  think  that  the  fop 
offered  to  the  Epifcopate  by  the  Ecclefiaftical 
Commiflioners, — whofe  accounts  want  over- 
hauling, and  whofe  mif-payments  I  can  vouch 
for,"  faid  the  Old  Vicar, — "  fhould  have  been 
fwallowed  greedily  and  with  a  Cerberus-like 
appetite,  whilft  the  houfes  of  the  Clergy  were 
meafured  by  a  prefumptuous  Secretary's  red- 
tape,  {killed  in  cooking  accounts,  and  in 
travelling  with  a  large  portmanteau ! 

"  But,  as  I  faid  before,  this  evil  is  likely  to 
be  remedied.  Only,  one  muft  regret  that  the 
preflure  from  without  has  driven  us  to  it. 
Had  we  been  on  our  watch-towers,  like  the 
Prophet,  we  fhould  have  foreftalled  all  this, 
and  the  Naves  of  our  Cathedrals  had  not 
been  for  fo  long  a  time  like  the  Aifle  of 
Poules>  where  men  met,  not  to  worfhip,  but, 
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between  the  hours  of  eleven  and  twelve,  three 
and  fix,  to  talk  over  the  news  of  the  day 
and  to  meet  their  friends, — infomuch  fo  that 
*  Paul's  Walk '  became  the  fubjeft  of  com- 
mon difcourfe,  and  is  identified  in  an  unfeemly 
and  profane  Proverb.  Bobadil  in  Ben  Jon- 
fon's  f  Every  Man  in  his  Humour  '  is  a  Paul's 
Man,  and  there  it  was  that  Falftaff  bought 
Bardolph.  To  think  that  the  Naves  in  our 
Cathedrals  fhould  ever  have  anfwered  to  the 
defcription  of  Paul's  Walk  in  Bifhop  Earle's 
Microcofmography !  c  It  is  the  land's  epitome, 
or  you  may  call  it  the  lefler  Ifle  of  Great 
Britain.  It  is  more  than  this,  the  whole 
world's  map,  which  you  may  here  difcern  in 
its  perfedtift  motion,  juftling  and  turning.  It 
is  a  heap  of  ftones  and  men,  with  a  vaft  con- 
fufion  of  languages ;  and,  were  the  fteeple  not 
fan&ified,  nothing  liker  Babel.  The  noife  in 
it  is  like  that  of  bees,  a  ftrange  humming  or 
buzz  mixed  of  walking  tongues  and  feet :  it 
is  a  kind  of  ftill  roar  or  loud  whifper.  It  is 
the  great  exchange  of  all  discourse,  and  no 
bufinefs  whatfoever  but  is  here  ftirring  and 
a-foot.'  Peace  to  the  memory  of  Philip 
Blifs  who  gave  us  a  readable  Edition  of  a 
Book  which  contains  fuch  quiet   farcafm   as 
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cuts  clean,  and  leads  on  to  improvement ! 
Since  I  was  a  boy,"  continued  the  Old  Vicary, 
"the  Naves  of  our  Cathedrals  have  been 
much  what  St.  Paul's  Walk  was,  and  we  had 
not  eyes  to  fee  it !  I  hope  the  good  Bifhops 
will  pardon  a  humble  Prefbyter's  opinion, 
openly  exprefled,  as  at  all  times. 

'  To  fclander  you  is  nothing  mine  intent, 
But  to  corre&en  that  is  mifs  I  ment.' 

"  Indeed  I  might  fubjoin  the  words  of  St. 
Jerome  and  fay,  *  Quae  quidem  et  nos  ad  hu- 
militatem  provocant  et  fupercilium  decutiunt 
Epifcoporum,  qui  velut  in  aliqua  fublimi 
fpecula  conftituti,  vix  dignantur  videre  mor- 
tales,  et  alloqui  confervos  fuos.* 

"  Had  Cathedrals  been  open  always,  Nave 
as  well  as  Choir,  there  would  have  been  lefs 
diflent  even  in  Cathedral  cities ; — and,  in  the 
fame  way,  had  Churches  been  open  always, 
Sundays  and  Week-days,  we  fhould  not  have 
been  deluged  by  wild  and  extraordinary 
Preachments  which  do  little  good,  and  not 
unfeldom  end  in  mockery  and  derifion.     But 

'  When  men  are  icorn'de,  and  fhadowes  are  efteemede, 

And  fliels  are  faved,  and  kernels  caft  awaye  j 
And  deedes  be  done,  and  wordes  lor  deedes  be  deemde, 
And  outward  bravery  bears  the  bell  away ; 
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Then  honcft  meaning  may  go  change  his  minde, 
Or  clfe  is  fure  a  colde  rewarde  to  finde.' 

And  fuch  has  been  the  cafe  with  thofe  who 
would  have  brought  back  the  people  to  the 
Worfhip  of  their  Forefathers,  as  far  oppofed 
to  the  Romanift  as  the  Puritan  (in  his  extremes) 
— yet  thefe,  as  in  the  days  of  wild  Puritanical 
excefs,  have  been  called  innovators  by  thofe 
who,  in  their  ignorance,  were  rerum  novarum 
ftudiofi  every  day.  The  truth  is,  there  is  a 
Via  Media,  and  the  Church  of  England  holds 
to  it, — but  thoufands  there  are  of  «her  fons 
who  are  immenfely  ignorant,  and  have  not 
the  flighted  idea  of  the  ground  they  might 
ftand  upon.  Have  the  Epifcopate  coquetted 
with  fuch  a  party, — and  have  they  fometimes 
betrayed  the  ftrongholds  they  ought  to  have 
held  to  the  death  ? — I  don't  know,  perhaps," 
faid  the  Old  Vicar, <c  but  I  have  laboured  hard 
in  my  pofition,  and  without  currying  favour 
#ith  the  powers  that  be,  I  have  maintained 
my  pofition,  and  if  I  could  not  have  done  fo, 
I  fhould  long  ago  have  refigned  my  prefer- 
ment, not  having  been  put  into  the  miniftry 
to  eat  a  piece  of  bread  !  Numbers  ftill  agree 
with  me,  and  live  to  honour  our  Church's 
pofition  as  the  poor  man's  Church — fuch  as 
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are  Edward,  and  Charles,  and  Henry, — but  I 
muft  not  mention  names.  Let  thofe  (if  any 
fcholarfhip  ftill  abides !)  who  defame  the 
Church,  whofe  bread  they  eat,  and  with  the 
confent  of  the  Epifcopate,  endeavour  to  realize 
the  lines, 

*  Men*  moveat  cimez  Pantilius  ?  aut  cniciet,  quod 
VelUcet  abientem  Demetrius  ?  aut  quod  ineptus 
Fannlus  Hermogenis  laedat  conviva  Tigclli  ? 
Plotius  et  Varius,  Maecenas  Virgiliufque, 
Valgius,  et  probet  hare  Odtavius  optimus,  atque 
Fufcu8  :  et  haec  utinam  Vifconun  laudet  uterque ! 
Ambitione  rclegata,  te  dicere  poflum, 
Pollio,  te,  Meflala,  tuo  cum  fratre :  fimulque 
V08,  Bibule  et  Scrvi  j  fimul  his  te,  candide  Furni : 
Complures  alios,  do&os  ego  quos  et  amicos 
Prudens  praetereo :  quibus  haec,  funt  qualiacunque, 
Arridere  velim>  doliturus,  fi  placeant  fpe 
Detenus  noftri.     Demetri,  teque,  Tigelli, 
Difclpularum  inter  jubeo  plorare  cathedra:  ! ' 

Your  baftard  Churchman  may  enter  into 
women's  houfes !,  and  make  intereft  there. 
Your  true  Churchman  will  enter  the  Church 
and  worfhip,  and  do  all  that  he  can  to  be  a 
blefling,  looking  to  the  Cathedra  in  its  true 
fenfe,  which  is  the  Bifhop's  proper  feat,  giving 
name  to  the  Cathedral.  Let  the  Epifcopate 
look  to  the  Prefbytery,  and  the  Prefbytery 
will  look  to  them,  and  endeavour  to  prote& 

1  "  Inter  fotmneat  tota  qui  luce  cathedral 

Defidetf  atque  aliqua  femper  in  aurefonat" 

Mart.  Epigr.  III.  lxiii.  7. 
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them  againft,  whether  Ecclefiaftical  Touters, 
or  Swindlers.  Upon  points  which  Bifhops, 
from  their  pofition,  are  not  well  informed 
they  will  inftrudt  them,  and  the  Diocefes  at 
large  will  reap  the  benefit.  For,  what  Madame 
de  Stael  faid  of  the  Poets  of  the  South  is 
fpecially  true  of  the  every-day  Miniftry  in 
their  Parifhes,  €  lis  ont  vicu  plus  fouvent  hors 
de  la  maifon9/ur  les  places  publiques;  les  chofes, 
etjurtout  les  hommes  leur  font  plus  familiers.' 
Only  confider  the  information  that  Bifhop 
Wilfon  picked  up  in  this  way, — that  mod 
excellent  of  Prelates, 

'  Whofe  adtions  honoured  as  authentic  truth 
Made  all  admire  him.* 

cc  No  doubt  a  modern  Bifhop  will  fay  that 
the  various  labours  they  have  now  to  undergo, 
and  the  various  calls  upon  their  time  and 
purfe  know  no  limit,  and  that  Bifhop  Wilfon's 
See  was  one  of  reft  compared  with  theirs.  So, 
I  remember,  faid  Gregory  the  Great  in  one  of 
his  Epiftles,  'Sub  colore  Epifcopatus  ad  Jacu- 
lum  Jum  redu£lusy  in  qud  tantis  terra  curis 
infervtO)  quantis  me  in  vitd  laicd  nequaquam 
deforvijfe  reminifcor.  Alta  enim  quietis  me* 
gaudia  perdidiy  et  intus  corruens,  qfcendijje  ex- 
terius  videor.'     A  great  confeflion  of  a  very 
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great  man,  and  one  to  \Vhom  all  Englifhmen 
owe  a  debt.  But,  the  truth  is  a  plain  one ; — 
for  whoever  takes  upon  himfelf,  when  fo  called, 
to  fulfil  the  office  of  Bifhop,  Prieft,  or  Deacon, 
effe<5hially,  has  nothing  but  labour  before  him, 
neither  muft  he  fhrink,  or  look  back,  when 
once  the  hand  has  been  fet  on  the  Evangelical 
Plough.  One  may  gravely  apply  the  words 
of  our  great  Poet  to  the  higheft  Dignitary 
in  the  Church. 

*  Thyfelf  and  thy  belongings 
Are  not  thine  own  fo  proper,  as  to  wafte 
Thyfelf  upon  thy  virtues,  them  on  thee  : 
Heaven  doth  with  us,  as  we  with  torches  do ; 
Not  light  them  for  themfelves;  for  if  our  virtues 
Did  not  go  forth  of  us,  'twere  all  alike 
As  if  we  had  them  not.     Spirits  are  not  finely  touched 
But  to  fine  iflues :  nor  nature  never  lends 
The  fmalleft  fcruple  of  her  excellence, 
But,  like  a  thrifty  goddefs,  fhe  determines 
Herfelf  the  glory  of  a  creditor, 
Both  thanks  and  ufe  *.' " 

I  could  not  but  look  upon  the  Old  Vicar 
asshe  fpoke  continually  on  fuch  fubjefts  fave 
as  a  man  entirely  devoted  to  his  profeffion, 

1  Meafure  for  Meafure,  Aft  i.  Sc.  i.     The  Claflical  Scholar  will 
readily  call  to  mind  the  words  of  Horace, 

"  Paullum  fepultae  diAat  inertiae 
Celata  virtus." — iv.  Od.  ix.  29. 
So  Maffinger  in  his  Maid  of  Honour,  advancing  further, 
"  Virtue,  if  not  in  action,  is  a  vice, 
And  when  we  move  not  forward,  we  go  backward." 

A&  i.  Sc.  i. 
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and  one  who  had  afted  up  to  Hooker's  words, 
"He  which  will  fet  the  hearts  of  other 
men  on  fire  with  the  love  of  Chrift,  muft 
himfelf  burn  with  love.  It  is  want  of  Faith 
in  ourfelves,  my  brethren,  which  makes  us 
wretchlefs  in  building  others."  For  a  quarter 
of  a  century  and  more  he  had  gone  in  and 
out  amongft  his  people, — had  never  acquiefced 
in  any  fpoilation  of  the  Church's  revenues  to 
gain  prefent  popularity, — nay  more,  in  the 
moft  determined  way,  he  had  reproved  by  his 
filence,  and  by  withdrawing  from  the  fhine  of 
high  faces,  thofe  who  did.  More  than  once, 
when  the  interefts  of  his  own  Parifh  were 
betrayed,  he  fpoke  like  a  man, — but,  having 
done  fo,  he  fubmitted,  as  was  his  duty,  know- 
ing it  to  be  unfcriptural  to  rail  againft  dignities. 
Once,  and  once  only,  when  his  poor  people 
loft  a  confiderable  annual  payment,  by,  as  he 
thought,  either  remiflhefs,  or  cowardice,  or 
popularity-hunting,  he  was  known  to  fay  with 
much  feeling,  "My  impreffion  is  that  the 
Epifcopacy  is  in  danger,  and  calculating 
Prelates  will  be  fure  to  lofe  their  fucceflbrs* 
places  for  them,  if  they  betray  the  interefts  of 
the  poor  of  Chrift's  flock.  In  faft,  they  are 
only  doing  what  the  fpoilers  are  ready  to  do. 

VOL.  II.  k  k 


497 


Serm.  vi.  §  33. 
Vol.  iii.  868. 
Keble. 


2  Pet.  ii.  10. 
Jude  8. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


498 


The  Sea-board 


Hen.  V.  A& 

L  Sc.  L 


Book  Li.  c.  3. 
Profe  Works,  i. 
159.  Pickering. 


'  For  all  the  temporal  lands  which  men  devout 
By  teftament  have  given  to  the  Church, 
Would  they  ftrip  from  us.** 

It  was  upon  the  fame  occafion,  and  becaufe 
he  thought  the  interefts  of  his  Parifh  betrayed, 
that  he  faid  he  did  not  wonder  at  the  ftrong 
language  of  Milton  in  his  "  Reafon  of  Church- 
Government  urged  againft  Prelaty."  How 
well  do  I  remember  his  taking  down  the 
volume  in  hafte,  and  reading  in  the  cleareft 
tones  this  ftriking  paflage. 

"When  the  Church  without  temporal 
fupport  is  able  to  doe  her  great  works  upon 
the  unforced  obedience  of  men,  it  argues  a 
divinity  about  her.  But  when  fhe  thinks  to 
credit  and  better  her  fpiritual  efficacy,  and  to 
win  herfelf  refpeft  and  dread  by  ftrutting  in 
the  falfe  vizard  of  worldly  authority,  'tis 
evident  that  God  is  not  there ;  but  that  her 
apoftolick  vertu  is  departed  from  her,  and  left 
her  key-cold.  Which  fhe  perceaving  as  in  a 
decayed  nature,  feeks  to  the  outward  fomenta- 
tions and  chafings  of  worldly  help,  and 
external  flourifhes,  to  fetch,  if  it  be  poffible, 
fome  motion  into  her  extream  parts,  or  to 
hatch  a  counterfeit  life  with  the  crafty  and 
artificial  heat  of  jurifdidtion.  But  it  is  ob- 
fervable  that  fo  long  as  the  Church  in  true 
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imitation  of  Chrift  can  be  content  to  ride 
upon  an  Afle,  carrying  herfelf  and  her  govern- 
ment along  in  a  meane  and  (imple  guife,  fhe 
may  be,  as  He  is,  a  Lion  of  the  tribe  of  Juda, 
and  in  her  humility  all  men  with  loud 
Hofannas  will  confefs  her  greatnefs.  But 
when  defpifing  the  mighty  operation  of  the 
Spirit  by  the  weak  things  of  this  world,  fhe 
thinks  to  make  herfelf  bigger  and  more  con- 
fiderable  by  ufing  the  way  of  civil  force  and 
jurifdi&ion,  as  fhe  fits  upon  this  Lion  fhe 
changes  into  an  Afle,  and  inftead  of  Hofannas 
every  man  pelts  her  with  ftones  and  dirt." 

God  fpeed  the  Church's  Plough  ftill,  and 
defend  her  from  her  enemies ! 


"  Now  our  funds  are  almoft  runy 
More  a  little,  and  then  doneV 

Gentle  Reader !  if,  under  the  title  of  an 
"Old  Vicary,"  the  author  has  fet  down 
painful  truths,  depend  upon  it  he  has  done  fo 
with  pain.  No  one  with  any  heart  at  all  ever 
gives  pain  wilfully. 

"  Miferable  it  b 
To  be  to  others  caufc  of  mifery." 

The  difficulty  is  to  tell  the  truth,  although 

dafhed  with  bitter  herbs,  and  then  to  ftop. 

k  k  2 
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But,  no  doubt,  you  are  a  Reader  of  Mon- 
taigne, and,  perhaps,  recoiled  his  words. 
"  Ceft  chafe  difficile  de  fermer  un  propos>  et  de  le 
couper  depuis  qu'on  eft  arroute;  et  rieft  rien  ou 
la  force  (fun  chevalfe  cognoijfe  plusy  qu'  hfaire 
un  arreft  rond  et  net."  And  here, — devoted 
to  fober  fenfe,  not  fatire, — and  with  but  a  low 
opinion  of  any  who  can  "  break  a  butterfly 
upon  a  wheel ',"  let  me  fay, 

"  Htmefirvare  modum  nofiri  noaere  fibeffi, 
Parcere  ptrfonu  ,•  Sccre  de  vitHs  V 

In  clofing  thefe  Papers, — whether  defcrip- 
tive,  mixed  narrative,  dialogue,  or  whatever 
elfe, — the  refults  of  long  and  painful  expe- 
rience, as  a  devoted  member  of  the  Church 
Militant,  I  will  only  add  in  the  words  of  a 
thorough  foldier,  applying  to  my  pofition 
what  he  applied  to  his, 

"There  is  but  one  ruling  a&ion  for  a 
foldier  in  the  field,  as  for  a  man  at  all  times, 
to  do  that  which  is  beft  for  the  public  good; 
to  make  that  your  aim,  refting  aflured  that 

1    "  Satire  or  fenfe,  alas !  can  Sporus  feci ! 
Who  breaks  a  butterfly  upon  a  wheel !" 

Pope,  Prologue  to  the  Satires. 
*  Mart.  Epigr.  X.  xxxiii.  9.     Thus  translated  by  Ben  Jonfon  in  the 
Poetafter, 

"  I  ufed  no  name.     My  books  have  ftill  been  taught 
To  fpare  the  perfons,  and  to  fpeak  the  vices.** 

Vol.  ii.  542. 
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the  refult  will  in  the  end  be  beft  for  individual 
intereft  alfo.  I  am  quite  indifferent  to  fee  my 
name  appear  in  newfpaper  paragraphs  and 
difpatches,  only  content  if  I  can  perform  my 
duty  truly  and  honeftly,  and  too  thankful  to 
the  Almighty  if  I  am  daily  {pared  for  future 
labours  or  future  repofe." — "I  can  never 
forget  how  much  we  have  at  ftake, — that  we 
have  a  continent  in  arms  againft  us :  and  I  do 
think,  (and  certainly  fhall  always  ad  fo,)  that 
every  man  fhould  do  not  only  his  duty,  but 
his  utmoft,  in  a  crifis  like  the  prefent." 


THE    END. 
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"  Quaecunque  fortuna  eft  tibi, 
Perge,  6  libelle,  et  utere 
Felicitate  intermina, 
Die  me  valere,  et  vivere ;  — 
Die  vivere  ex  voto  pio, 
Sanftis  precantem  vocibus." 

"  Eft  jocus  in  noftris,  funt  feria  multa,  libellis : 
Stoicus  has  partes,  has  Epicurus  agit. 
Salva   mihi  veterum   maneat   dum   regula 
morum ; 
Ludat  permiftis  fobria  Mufa  jocis." 


Gilbert  and  Riyington,  Printer*,  St.  JoJuCs  Square,  London. 
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the  Church  of  Weft  Tarring.)     In  8vo.     Price  10*.  6d. 

3.  TWO  SERMONS.  1.  The  Church  of  our  Fathers  ordinarily  the  place 
where  men  ought  to  worship,  after  the  example  of  the  Lord  Chrift,  who,  as  His 
cuftom  was,  went  into  the  Synagogue  on  the  Sabbath  Day.  2.  How  Chriftians 
Ought  to  Receive  Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord,  and  to  walk  in  Him.   In  i2mo.   Price  %d. 

4.  PREACHING  AND  PRAYER,  NOT  SERMONOLATRY  5  or,  Why 
the  Word  Preached  doth  not  Profit.     A  SERMON,  with  a  Preface.     Price  1*. 

5.  CLERICAL  SYNODS,  CONVOCATION,  &c.  &c.  tec.    Price  is. 

6.  PASTORAL  LETTER  on  the  NEW  ROMAN  CATHOLIC  AGGRES- 
SION after  the  OLD  FASHION.     Second  edition.     Price  2d. 

7.  A  PLAIN  PROTESTANT'S  MANUAL  j  or,  certain  PLAIN  SERMONS 
on  the  Scriptures,  the  Church,  and  the  Sacraments,  &c,  in  which  the  Corruptions 
of  the  Romifh  Church  are  evidently  fet  forth.  Small  paper,  3*. ;  large,  with 
notes,  5*. 

8.  EARLY  PIETY.  In  i8mo.  Price  21.  A  PLAIN  CHRISTIAN'S 
MANUAL;  or  SIX  SERMONS  on  Early  Piety,  the  Sacraments,  and  Man's 
Latter  End  j  Uncontroverfial,  but  fuited  to  the  prefent  Time.     Second  edition. 

Alio,  an  EDITION  on  fine  paper,  with  NOTES.   Price  3*.  6d.  in  cloth  boards. 

9.  "NO  PROPHECY  of  the  SCRIPTURE  is  of  any  PRIVATE  INTER- 
PRETATION.'* A  Sermon  delivered  at  the  Ordinary  Vifitation  of  the  Arch- 
deaconry of  Chichefter,  in  the  Deanery  of  Storrington,  July  19,  1849.  1°  8*°- 
Price  u.  6d. 

10.  PLAIN  PRACTICAL  SERMONS.    2  Vols.  8vo.     Price  26*. 

11.  THE  TEACHING  of  the  PRAYER  BOOK.     Price  7*.  6d. 

12.  ASSIZE  SERMONS,  preached  at  the  Lent  Summer  Affixes,  Lewes, 
1845.     Price  2«.  6d. 

13.  A  SERMON,  preached  at  the  Re-opening  of  Patching  Church,  July  12, 
1835. 

14.  "THE  SUN  SHALL  BE  TURNED  INTO  DARKNESS."  A 
Sermon,  preached  on  the  occafion  of  the  Eclipfe,  May  15,  1836. 

15-  "  HOLY  MATRIMONY."  A  Sermon,  with  Notes  and  Appendix.    1837. 

16.  THE  UNCONTROVERSIAL  PREACHING  of  the  PAROCHIAL 
CLERGY  enforced  from  the  Beatitudes.    Price  is.  6d. 

17.  "AND  THE  SEA  GAVE  UP  THE  DEAD  THAT  WERE  IN  IT." 
A  Sermon,  preached  at  Weft  Tarring,  December  1,  1850,  being  the  Sunday  after 
the  awful  calamity  in  the  Worthing  Roads.  Profits)  if  any,  for  the  Poor  Families. 
Price  2d. 

18.  "BE  STILL  THEN,  AND  KNOW  THAT  I  AM  GOD."  A  Sermon. 
4^.,  or  301.  a  hundred  for  diftribution. 

RIVINGTONS,  WATERLOO  PLACE. 
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19.  THE  HIGH  CHURCHMAN  of  the  OLD  SCHOOL,  and  THE 
GOOD  DISSENTER  of  the  OLD  SCHOOL.    Price  ij. 

Atfo,  Edited  by  the  fame  Author, 

20.  THE  LAST  of  the  OLD  SQUIRES :  a  Sketch.  By  Cbdric  Oldacre, 
Efq.,  of  Sax  Normanbury,  fome  time  of  Chrift  Church,  Oxon.  In  crown  8vo., 
price  9*.  6d 

21.  Vol*.  VI.  and  VII.  of  the  DOCTOR,  Sec.  By  the  late  Robert  Southey. 
Poft  8vo.     Vol.  VI.  price  10*.  6</.  j  Vol.  VII.  14*. 

22.  THE  DOCTOR,  &c.     In  one  Vol.,  price  an. 

23.  SOUTHEY'S  COMMON  PLACE  BOOK.  First  Sbries.-<:HOICE 
PASSAGES.     Price  18*. 

24.  SOUTHEY'S  COMMON  PLACE  BOOK.  Second  Series.— SPECIAL 
COLLECTIONS.     Price  18*. 

25.  SOUTHEY'S  COMMON  PLACE  BOOK.  Third  Series.— ANALY- 
TICAL READINGS.     Price  an. 

26.  SOUTHEY'S  COMMON  PLACE  BOOK.  Fourth  Series.— ORIGINAL 
MEMORANDA.    Price  21*. 

27.  SELECTION  from  the  CORRESPONDENCE  of  ROBERT  SOUTHEY. 
4  Vols.  8to. 

LONDON:  LONGMAN,  BROWN,  GREEN,  AND  LONGMANS. 

28.  THE  ACHARNIANS,  KNIGHTS,  WASPS,  and  BIRDS  of  ARIS- 
TOPHANES.    Translated  into  English  Prose. 

HENRY  SLATTER,  OXFORD. 
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